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COMMENTARY

The PASC team continue to attend the Party Conferences, with more detail on these in the
General newsletter.

In Wales, the Senedd Plenary included a debate on Wales Economy and questions to the Cabinet
Secretary for Economy, Energy and Planning on Tourism as a priority sector.

There was further discussion following Mark Drakeford MS’s response to the question on 182
raised in the Senedd Plenary 2 weeks ago. It was raised again in the Questions to the Cabinet
Secretary for Economy, Rebecca Evans who was left trying to explain away Mark Drakeford’s



unfortunate references to the sector including ‘hobbyists’ and the problem being an oversaturated
market. These remarks have not been received well by long-standing and hard working holiday let
business owners, who are far from ‘hobbyists’ finding themselves working harder than ever for
less than ever.

There’s also plenty of other content, with industry engagement activities from Visit Wales,
including the Year of Croeso weather-proofing fund which has reopened and the launch of their
Autumn Webinar season.

The Wales Licensing Bill is due next week and the Gwynedd judicial review continues to attract
attention.

Please prioritise the 182-day consultation and our EPC campaign - the guidance is available to help
you and please continue to send in your iParl letters.

On a more local level, the consultation for the new Glyndwr National Park is now open and there is
a new website to record Welsh place names.

Finally with the Conservative Conference this weekend, please drop a note to your MPs/MSes to
encourage them to meet us at Conference.

Kind regards

Nicky and the PASC team
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

SENEDD PLENARY SESSION THIS WEEK

Since the Senedd returned from recess, Tourism has been a regular topic of discussion.

This week, during Questions to the Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Energy and Planning, Rebecca
Evans MS was asked about the role of Tourism in Wales’ high-growth sectors. Tom Giffard MS
highlighted that the sector does not feel like a priority for Government. In response, Rebecca
Evans stressed that Tourism — alongside agriculture and food & drink —is a clear priority sector for
Welsh Government, and one they are committed to supporting.

Tom Giffard went on to challenge the ‘clumsy’ remarks made previously by Mark Drakeford, who
described those operating in the sector as filled with ‘hobbyists’ and suggested the market is over-
saturated. These comments have been met with outrage across the industry, with many feeling
they demonstrate the Government is out of touch and uninformed.


mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk

In her response, Rebecca Evans referenced the recent meeting with PASC, describing it as a ‘really
good meeting’ that explored the challenges facing the self-catering sector.

You can watch the full exchange here (from 59 mins):
https://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Live/7a28b2c0-aaf4-429c-bf52-f776b453f009?startPos=1957

Later in the Plenary session, the Welsh Conservatives held a debate on the economy. As you
would expect in Wales - Tourism featured again. Topics such as the Tourism Levy were raised as
part of this wider discussion.

Watch the debate here (from 2h 59m): https://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Archive/7a28b2c0-aaf4-
429c-bf52-f776b453f009?startPos=10765&autostart=True

VISIT WALES WEATHER-PROOFING FUND HAS RE-OPENED

The Year of Croeso weather-proofing fund has reopened to help small tourism and hospitality
businesses across Wales enhance visitor experiences ... whatever the weather.

The first phase has proved successful, so a further £1.75m in grants has been made available to
support projects such as covered outdoor areas, dining pods, or improved surfacing and drainage.

Grants are open to businesses with 9-49 employees that have been trading for at least a year and
range from £5,000 to £20,000 per project.

Previous recipients from the first phase are not eligible.

The fund closes at 1pm on 27 October 2025, with all work to be completed and claimed by 13
March 2026.

Guidance and application details are available at www.Industry.visitwales.com and the full details

can be found here: https://www.gov.wales/extra-175-million-help-welcome-visitors-whatever-

weather

WALES LICENSING BILL UPDATE

The Wales Licensing Bill is expected to be published next week. This will form the framework of
the Licensing Scheme for Wales. We do not expect this to include the detail of how this will work
at this stage and supplementary information will be produced in due course.

We have been working closely with the Licensing team who have asked our advice on how the
scheme should look and will continue to do this.
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We have not, however seen the Bill and will provide more detail on this once we have had sight of
it next week.

As a reminder, Licensing is separate from the Registration scheme. Our original ask was for a
Registration Scheme done well ie to including Safe and Legal and upload of the relevant
documents. As it stands the Registration Scheme is simply a register of addresses capturing
minimal information, so the Licensing Scheme, in our opinion, needs to fill the gap by capturing
the Safe and Legal uploads within a simple and linked process / system.

More next week...

GWYNEDD JUDICIAL REVIEW

Last week we reported on the High Court’s ruling concerning Cyngor Gwynedd'’s Article 4
Direction. The judge found councillors had been “materially misled” about how the policy could be
applied, raising questions about its effectiveness.

The council has confirmed that the policy remains in place and that it intends to appeal. We will
continue to share updates as the situation develops.

The outcome is as yet unknown, but it has continued to attract media coverage, including this
article in the Telegraph https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/victory-

welsh-second-home-owners-high-court-crackdown

You can read the judgement here: https://www.bailii.org/cgi-
bin/format.cgi?doc=/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2025/2395.htm

KEYDATA UK INDEX REPORT

KeyData provide incredibly useful data, which is specific to our sector. They are really well
thought of throughout the Tourism sector in general but they are one of few data companies who
are able to provide the granular detail of the self-catering sector.

They have just released their UK Index Report to provide Owners and Property Managers with a
UK wide benchmark of the industry on a quarterly basis. The report offers valuable insights into
performance trends across our Sector in the UK.

Many of you reading this will have met Sally Henry and James Weatherby on PASC UK Webinars,
or be familiar with what KeyData can do through your own dashboards.

The report can be downloaded for free here: https://www.keydatadashboard.com/uk-quarterly-
report
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If you would find it useful for Sally & James to do a short Webinar talking through the report and
what it means for the market as a whole alongside what the KeyData dashboard can do to help
you navigate through this, please email support@pascuk.co.uk with the subject line: ‘KeyData
Webinar’

EPC LET’S STOP EPCS FOR OUR SECTOR
EPCiPARL Letter

*** Now at nearly 5,000 letters sent to MPs & MSes ***

At all the PASC UK Members meetings, plus the PASC UK Agency Conference this year it was
agreed that the number one threat to the sector is EPCs and having to get to a level C by 2028 or
spend £15k trying. We therefore launched one of our iParl letters to try and give this a huge push
just as all the politicians get back to work. The ask is simple... do not include short-term lets in the
new EPC regime.

An iParl is a simple method for enabling you to send a letter directly to your MP and MS with
minimum effort..

There are two options. If you have an MP in Westminster (so all of you with a residential address
in England or Wales, it is NOT where the self-catering business resides) then send this one to
your MP:

https://pascuk.eaction.online/EPCs

Additionally, there is also one if you are resident in Wales, you can also send this one to your MS
to send onward pressure to Westminster. Again, this is based on your residential address, not the
self-catering property address if different. Click here:
https://pascuk.eaction.online/EPCsWalesCymru

Please note: Everyone registered to vote at your address can take part in sending a letter to their
MP/Ms.

WELSH GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION ON 182 [REPEAT... and
REITERATE!]

PASC UK in the News, Wales 182-Day Rule Back in Spotlight
The 182-threshold is front of mind for all of us and particularly MSes and the Press. Now is

absolutely the time to ensure you have your voice heard. So the guidelines below will help support
the push back from all of us against this destructive policy.

Consultation Response Guidelines
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The guidance notes provide you with the facts and data to strengthen your response to respond to
the overall policy rather than focusing
solely on the three proposed changes.

PASC UK CYMRU GUIDANCE The guidelines are available here:

ON RESPONDING TO https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-
182 CONSULTATION days-reports/
SEPTEMBER 2025
Www"]zﬁ‘s"g‘ Is the 182 day Policy working?

England —= Lloegr Wales s Cymru

Cabinet Secretary for Finance and
Welsh Language, Mark Drakeford suggests it is as “Most holiday let owners are already meeting
the new rules brought in from 2023, with 60% of properties meeting the letting criteria”.

Is it therefore considered success that 40% of Welsh holiday let businesses have been unable to
meet this arbitrary threshold and a policy which has yet to demonstrate it delivers the policy’s
intended outcomes.

Where this VOA data also falls short in that it only shows pure numbers and includes those who
leave Business Rates for any reason, not simply because they did not meet the 182 day threshold
as is implied from this statement.

The detail of the Consultation [Repeat]:
The consultation on 182 looks at 2 potential changes:

o Allowing holiday let owners to use an average of 182 days let over several years. This means
those who narrowly miss 182 days letting in the latest year would remain on non-domestic
rates if they had achieved it on average over two or three previous years.

o Allowing up to 14 days of free holidays donated to charity to count towards the 182-day
target.

The consultation also asks whether councils should consider giving businesses more time to adjust,
such as a 12-month grace period before they may have to pay higher council tax rates when they
move from non-domestic to domestic classification.

The consultation is open until 20 November.

Here is a link to the consultation: https://www.gov.wales/consultation-proposed-refinements-
classification-self-catering-properties-local-tax-purposes-html

And to the announcement: https://media.service.gov.wales/news/consultation-launched-to-give-
holiday-lets-more-flexibility

RECORD WELSH PLACE NAMES
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Many of us know local place names that have been passed down for generations - names for fields
and streams and often houses or landmarks. Often these are not recorded and they don’t appear
on digital maps, so they risk being lost.

As a fourth generation farming family, we have a name for most fields but it is only the family who
refer to - or even know them and sadly, as we lose older family members, those names are
starting to disappear.

Welsh Government has launched a website to capture these Welsh and historic place names so
they can be preserved and kept alive for the future.

If you know of names like these, you can add them using this online form.
https://www.gov.wales/new-priorities-help-protect-welsh-place-names

The names you provide will then feed into multiple platforms including the List of Historic Place
Names of Wales, Wikipedia, Mapio Cymru / OpenStreetMap, and help ensure they continue to be
recognised and used for generations to come.

VISIT WALES AUTUMN WEBINAR SERIES

Visit Wales are running a series of industry webinars this autumn on the Year of Croeso, Sense of
Welshness and Sustainable Tourism.

o Discover the Power of Tourism Insights with Visit Wales - 14 October, 2:00 — 3:00 pm

e Wales on the World Stage: The Power of Major Events - 6 November, 2:00 — 3:00 pm

e Year of Croeso and Hwyl campaign - Marketing Update - 13 November, 2:00 —3:30 pm

e Unlock the Power of Business Events: A Year-Round Opportunity for Wales - 4 December,
2:00 - 3:00 pm

More information and booking details can be found here: https://visitwales-
news.com/cr/AQi0zhYQkZboARikvbCCATQNd8USVRWRAJTA ElhU3vGnxSuJ70fpe9-Ra3jTNr

NEW GLYNDWR NATIONAL PARK CONSULTATION — Have your say.

Natural Resources Wales has launched the statutory consultation on the proposed Glyndwr
National Park, covering the Clwydian Range and Dee Valley This is your formal opportunity to
share views as a local resident, business, or organisation.

This will have an impact on planning, land management, tourism or the long-term identity of the
region as a local resident and/or local businesses, so you can submit a response individually or on
behalf of your business.
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The consultation documents are available here: https://ymgynghori.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru/north-

east-gogledd-ddwyrain/proposed-national-park-statutory-consultation-2025/

The consultation runs until 2 December 2025.

FOLLOW PASC UK ON LINKED IN

Linked [

We have been slowly but surely boosting our presence on social media and LinkedIn is an
important part of that strategy.

Firstly, we know that a lot of our readers are on LinkedIn, and we also know that a lot of officials,
politicians and influencers are also on this platform. About three months ago we created a PASC
UK identity and this is @PASC UK

We hope that engaged readers of this Newsletter will also follow on LinkedIn, the likes and
comments are important, the more thumbs up and clapping emojis that comments get will be
noticed by the very people we are trying to educate and influence. So, for those of you that are
engaged and on LinkedIn, login and follow the following:

@PASC UK

@Alistair Handyside MBE
@Nicola Williamson (Tibbells)
@Alexander Walker MBE

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

Write to your MP requesting they meet us at Conference

‘Let’s stop EPCs for our Sector’ iParl - https://pascuk.eaction.online/EPCsWalesCymru
e  Conwy Survey on adoption of the Levy run by North Wales Tourism:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MBPWY3H

e Welsh Government 182 day Consultation — Guidance notes are now available at
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/

e Maedia involvement — please contact us if you would be interested in being featured.
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PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

e Wales PASC Members meetings (on-line via Zoom):
e 16 October at 10.00 am. Register here:
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/30CmB5u6Q-aC kEr7golrQ
e 18 November at 1200 noon. Register here:
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0oekfV5LSDGVadoVIfPpag

e 3 & 4 December, Registration Scheme Roadshow PASC / WRA Joint event more details to
follow

e Visit Wales industry Webinars:
https://industry.visitwales.com/get-involved/industry-engagement-events

e 14 October, 2:00pm The Power of Tourism Insights with Visit Wales

e 6 November, 2:00pm Wales on the World Stage: The Power of Major Events

e 13 November, 2:00pm Year of Croeso and Hwyl campaign - Marketing Update

e 4 December, 2:00pm The Power of Business Events: A Year-Round Opportunity for Wales

e 5/6 October, Conservative Conference
e 11 November, Host Planet, Chester

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

IN THE MEDIA

NEW THIS WEEK:

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/victory-welsh-second-home-
owners-high-court-crackdown

PREVIOUS ARTICLES:

Telegraph: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/second-home-owners-
wales-face-council-tax-bills-16k/

Gwynedd Judicial Review:
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/cyngor-gwynedd-loses-second-home-
32539159

The Telegraph: Highlights the poor communication around the 182-day rule which led to so many
unexpected backdated council tax bills:
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/gift/8cc1d8f524647aa6

These 2 articles relate to the appeal by 270 holiday Let owners in Powys against Council Tax bills.
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https://herald.wales/mid-wales/powys/powys-faces-2-5m-uncertainty-as-270-holiday-let-owners-
appeal-council-tax-bills/
https://nation.cymru/news/tourist-accommodation-council-tax-appeal/

182 Consultation:
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/wales-poised-row-back-holiday-let-

reforms/

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

e 2 —4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales
Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

reports/
www.pascuk.co.uk

Cangen Cymru 4§ Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying
Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.
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In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read
and assess yourselves.
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