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COMMENTARY

This week we share the Licensing Bill which has been published this week and give an update for
Conwy residents on the Cabinet meeting where they were considering the increase in Council Tax
Premiums from 150% to 200%.

The September ‘Wave’ Report is now out and gives an up to date snapshot of how the Industry are
feeling after the summer season — still very mixed, despite the weather, with Self-catering
continuing to struggle and the general feeling that Cost of Living and Welsh Government Policies
are putting people off visiting Wales.

The PASC team have been at the final Party Conference for this season, so more detail will come
on this next week.



The 182 day Consultation and the EPC iParl remain the most important activities for you to
participate in. | have assumed readers have now had an opportunity to get up to speed on the
detail (still available on our website), but included a short section called ‘ON-GOING
CONSULTATIONS’, where you can find the links and supporting documents for active
consultations.

EPC iParl Letters have now been sent to 4,000 MPs and 2,000 MSes — this is great and we need this
to continue to rise, so if you haven’t had the opportunity yet, please do so. More info below.

We also include a note relating to insurance advice and the implications of ‘unoccupancy’.

Finally, we had scheduled a Members Meeting for next Thursday, but apologies that there was a
problem with the link. We have now reinstated the link but with only a week to go, we hope we
will get enough registrations to go ahead... there is plenty to update on!

Kind regards

Nicky and the PASC team
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

WALES LICENSING BILL IS PUBLISHED
‘Development of Tourism and Regulation of Visitor Accommodation
(Wales) Bill’

The Draft Wales Licensing Bill has been published this week. It will be referred to as ‘Development
of Tourism and Regulation of Visitor Accommodation (Wales) Bill'. It is expected to be introduced
to the Senedd in November 2025, it is subject to some changes ahead of this and supporting
documentation will be available at that time.

When the Bill is presented to the Senedd it will be subject to similar scrutiny as we saw in the
Tourism Levy and Registration Bill.

If it is passed it would be expected to come into force in 2027.
The stated policy intent is to:
e reassure visitors that accommodation meets the standards they would expect

e provide a clear regime for accommodation providers

We are also currently working through the detail of the Bill and will share more as we get into the
detail, but so far we understand the following:

e Accommodation must be “fit for use as visitor accommodation”. It will remain the
responsibility of the Operator to ensure it is fit for use.
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‘General fitness’— will include meeting specific conditions including:
Gas safety certificate

Fire safety

Smoke / Carbon monoxide alarms

Electrical installation report

Insurance cover

o O O O O

. It will be a single Wales nationwide approach, which does not currently delegate to Local
Authorities
. There will be a cost applied to Licensing, but we do not yet know what the cost will be

(unlike Registration which will not have a cost).

. Inspections: The Bill includes power to carry out inspections but the intention is to do as few
as possible and only when they believe they do not satisfy requirements.

. There is currently no expectation to display a License number (this will be reserved to the
‘Registration’ number.

The above supports our position of a ‘Registration Scheme done well’ as this has the ability to
provide the compliance element of the Registration Scheme.

One area which has just come to light is that the current scope of this Bill only includes ‘self-
catering’, ‘self-contained’ accommodation. This means it does NOT include ‘spare rooms’ and any
lets which do not have exclusive use of kitchen and bathroom.

We know that risks are higher in a shared, non-exclusive environment and this therefore raises a
serious concern for the viability of the Bill. It also falls short in what was consulted on and
promised in regards to a Registration Scheme which levels the playing field. We have raised this as
a concern and will continue to do so during the scrutiny process.

The Bill itself is intended to:

e create the legal framework for the licensing scheme

¢ build on plans for a national register of visitor accommodation providers, set out in the Visitor
Accommodation (Register and Levy) Etc. (Wales) Act 2025.

It will also create a Code of Welsh law on tourism, which is intended to:
e bring together existing laws on tourism
¢ make the law easier to access and understand.

Please find the Written Statement from Mark Drakeford here: https://www.gov.wales/written-
statement-development-tourism-and-regulation-visitor-accommodation-wales-bill

The full Bill is available here: https://www.gov.wales/draft-development-tourism-and-regulation-
visitor-accommodation-wales-bill

More information: https://visitwales-news.com/cr/AQi0zhYQ-d pARikvbCCAXQJB4-
vSFi3VPayC af6eM-HicBfMQtjxjgJVHosgS2

More detail will follow next week.
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TOURISM BAROMETER - SUMMER WAVE REPORT

The latest Wave Report has been published today and again shows a mixed report. This reportis a
snapshot of how the sector are feeling now after the summer season, with interviews having been
carried out between 1 and 17 September.

This summer the Met Office reported the weather (from June to August) as the hottest on record,
so we had all hoped this would then translate to great bookings and increased visitors. The trend
for late bookings remain, as people look at the weather before they book. With cost of living
having an impact on length of stay — if they in fact stay over at all.

Self-catering continues to struggle against other sectors, with occupancy rates significantly down
on last year, while camping and serviced accommodation remain similar for each of the summer
months. Mid-Wales has struggled particularly.

Still only about half of operators are feeling confident about running their business profitably this
year, while continuing to deal with high operating costs.

As you would expect, ‘182 day rule’ continues to feature heavily and Government Policies is still
the 2" highest reason (unprompted) for lower visitor numbers (22%) with uncertainty about
Tourism Levy, fear of losing their license with the 20mph limit and 182 all creating the feeling
Visitors are not welcome in Wales. The highest reason is Lack of Disposable Income at 40%.

There is much more detail in this report on how businesses are marketing / taking bookings and
who they are targeting.

You can find the full report here: https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/statistics-and-
research/2025-10/tourism-barometer-summer-wave-2025-084.pdf

CONWY COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE

Thank you to Gwyndaf Pritchard, who took the initiative to attend the Conwy Council Finance and
Scrutiny Meeting this week. Gwyndaf was allowed 3 minutes to state the case of Conwy Self-
catering operators, in which he managed to get everything across that was intended.

It was noted that Welsh Government are in consultation regarding local authorities having more
authority to look at individual cases.
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Some of the information presented was clearly new to the Steering Committee and was received
with interest. There was no opportunity for Q & As but there was a general feeling that more
accurate information on the current situation was needed, before moving forward and it was very
clear that they had taken on board the information that had been presented to them.

Conwy Council are keen to understand more, particularly on employment opportunities for
younger families and the housing market - who is buying, for what purpose. Conwy are aware
they already have a higher than average age demographic, so and are keen not to exacerbate this.

There was discussion about more flexibility for holiday let business who are not able to achieve
182-days and, as is always the case, they too felt 182-day was too high.

The consultation paper was agreed and passed with 150% Council Tax premium remaining for the
next 2 years (10 members for, 2 against, 1 abstention), however this does now need to go to the
full Council for sign off.

It is clear that there is a need for more engagement with our Local Authorities. Generally, the
Local Authorities welcome this as they are also struggling with limited data available. We would
welcome anyone else willing to engage further with your Local Authority and we would of course
support you and ensure you are suitably prepared.

ON-GOING CONSULTATIONS:

182 day Threshold Consultation:

This is our best opportunity to have our voices heard on the dreadful impacts of the 182 day
threshold. Please do not miss your opportunity to respond.

The consultation on 182 looks at 2 potential changes:

o Allowing holiday let owners to use an average of 182 days let over several years. This means
those who narrowly miss 182 days letting in the latest year would remain on non-domestic
rates if they had achieved it on average over two or three previous years.

o Allowing up to 14 days of free holidays donated to charity to count towards the 182-day
target.

The consultation also asks whether councils should consider giving businesses more time to adjust,
such as a 12-month grace period before they may have to pay higher council tax rates when they
move from non-domestic to domestic classification.

Here is a link to the consultation: https://www.gov.wales/consultation-proposed-refinements-
classification-self-catering-properties-local-tax-purposes-html

PASC UK Cymru guidelines on completion of the consultation are here:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
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The consultation is open until 20 November.

EPC - LET’S STOP EPCS FOR OUR SECTOR —iParl Letter

*** Now at nearly 6,000 letters sent to MPs & MSes ***

The number one threat to the sector across England and Wales is EPCs and having to get to a level
C by 2028 or spend £15k trying.

We launched the iParl letters to give this a huge push with all politicians. The ask is simple... do not
include short-term lets in the new EPC regime.

Please support the sector in participating in the iParl. It is a simple method which enables you

to send a letter directly to your MP and MS with minimum effort..

1. If you have an MP in Westminster (ie if you have a residential address in England or Wales, it
is NOT where the self-catering business resides) then send this one to your MP:
https://pascuk.eaction.online/EPCs

AND...

2. Ifyou are resident in Wales (ie if your residential address is in Wales, not the self-catering
property address if different), you can ALSO send this one to your MS to send onward
pressure to Westminster. Again, Click here: https://pascuk.eaction.online/EPCsWalesCymru

Please note: Everyone registered to vote at your address can take part in sending a letter to their
MP/Ms.

New Glyndwr National Park Consultation — Have Your Say.

The statutory consultation on the proposed Glyndwr National Park, covering the Clwydian Range
and Dee Valley. Consultation documents are available here:
https://ymgynghori.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru/north-east-gogledd-ddwyrain/proposed-national-park-

statutory-consultation-2025/

The consultation runs until 2 December 2025.

Record Welsh Place Names

Welsh Government has launched a website to capture Welsh and historic place names so they can
be preserved and kept alive for the future.

If you know of names like these, you can add them using this online form.
https://www.gov.wales/new-priorities-help-protect-welsh-place-names

The names you provide will then feed into multiple platforms to help ensure they continue to be
used for generations to come.

UNOCCUPANCY & INSURANCE — A NOTE FROM JL MORRIS INSURANCE
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David Morris, a long-time supporter of PASC UK regularly provides tips and advice to our readers -
as the nights draw in, and we hurtle towards to clocks changing, the summer peak is well and truly
over, he’s reminding you to all check your insurance policies!

All property insurances, including self catering insurances, will contain the word ‘unoccupancy’.
What does this mean?

Unless you are very fortunate, your self catering property will not be rented out for every week of
the year.

So, what does your insurance say about when the unoccupancy period, as defined in the policy,
say about whether you have full cover, or restricted cover. It would be a very nasty surprise to
have a major burst pipe in the winter and find that you will not being compensated for the repairs,
but also unable to claim for loss of income, especially if the drying out and reinstatement
interferes with your main letting period.

Full cover at all times is available subject to two very sensible requirements — an inspection of the
property at least once in every 14 days, and the heating set at a sensible level during the winter
months. This is a standard feature in a specific self catering policy.

If you do not have such a self catering policy ask whoever arranged the policy for you ‘why not?’.
This is another reason why insurance should be obtained from specialists in the particular field for
which cover is required — please do not ask us to insure you oil tanker as we would not know
where to begin!

David J Morris ACII
Chartered Insurance Broker

J L Morris (Insurance Brokers) Limited

www.selfcateringinsurance.co.uk

info@jlmorris.co.uk

FOLLOW PASC UK ON LINKED IN

Linked [

We hope that engaged readers of this Newsletter will also follow on LinkedIn, the likes and

comments are important, the more thumbs up and clapping emojis that comments get will be
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noticed by the very people we are trying to educate and influence. So, for those of you that are

engaged and on LinkedIn, login and follow the following:

@PASC UK

@Alistair Handyside MBE
@Nicola Williamson (Tibbells)
@Alexander Walker MBE

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

‘Let’s stop EPCs for our Sector’ iParl - https://pascuk.eaction.online/EPCsWalesCymru
Conwy Survey on adoption of the Levy run by North Wales Tourism:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MBPWY3H

Welsh Government 182 day Consultation — Guidance notes are now available at
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/

Media involvement — please contact us if you would be interested in being featured.

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

Wales PASC Members meetings (on-line via Zoom):

e 16 October at 11.00 am. Register here:
https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/Rk1cbszSTKOOYvRJhHtHgQ
e 18 November at 1200 noon. Register here:
https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0oekfV5LSDGVa4oVIfPpag

3 & 4 December, Registration Scheme Roadshow PASC / WRA Joint event more details to
follow

e Visit Wales industry Webinars:
https://industry.visitwales.com/get-involved/industry-engagement-events

e 14 October, 2:00pm The Power of Tourism Insights with Visit Wales

e 6 November, 2:00pm Wales on the World Stage: The Power of Major Events

e 13 November, 2:00pm Year of Croeso and Hwyl campaign - Marketing Update
e 4 December, 2:00pm The Power of Business Events: A Year-Round Opportunity for Wales

5/6 October, Conservative Conference
11 November, Host Planet, Chester

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

IN THE MEDIA
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https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/victory-welsh-second-home-
owners-high-court-crackdown

Telegraph: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/second-home-owners-
wales-face-council-tax-bills-16k/

Gwynedd Judicial Review:
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/cyngor-gwynedd-loses-second-home-
32539159

The Telegraph: Highlights the poor communication around the 182-day rule which led to so many
unexpected backdated council tax bills:
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/gift/8cc1d8f524647aa6

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 -4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales
Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

Cangen Cymru 4§ Wales Branch
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DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying
Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We

will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read
and assess yourselves.
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