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PASC UK WALES NEWSLETTER 
16 October 2025 

 
Today’s update includes: 
 

• Commentary 

• EPC Discussion in the Senedd 

• Pembrokeshire Council Reduce Council Tax Premiums 

• Wales Licensing Bill 

• 182 day Threshold day Update including Host Planet podcast 

• EPC iParl 

• The Valuation Office Launches Toolkits For Self-Catering Properties 

• PASC UK requests suggestions for a Charity to support 

• Follow PASC UK on LinkedIn  

• What we need from you this week? 

• Dates for the Diary 

• In the media 

• Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK Cymru 

• Disclaimer 
 

COMMENTARY 
 

This week, EPC discussions took place in the Senedd and we familiarise ourselves with more detail 

on the Wales Licensing Bill published last week, ahead of the Bill being presented to the Senedd 

early next month. 

 

Following on from our interactions with Conwy Council on Council Tax Premiums we see 

Pembrokeshire reduce theirs for the second time. 

 

Each of these developments affects how we run our businesses, but none have as much 

immediate impact as the 182-day Threshold. Mark Drakeford has invited us to use the 

consultation to provide feedback on the entire policy, so this is a vital opportunity to make our 

voices heard.  

The consultation remains open until November — we still have time, but we cannot afford to let 

this chance pass. 
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Thank you to everyone who has taken the time to write to MSs and MPs via the iParl, it is raising 

awareness and we are seeing many questions both in Westminster and the Senedd. 

 

Elsewhere in Wales, pressure is mounting in Caerphilly as we eagerly await the Caerphilly bi-

election next week.  All parties are campaigning for this seat which will serve as a test of political 

strength and public sentiment.  

 

Kind regards 

 
Nicky and the PASC team 
PASC UK – Wales Branch  
nicky@pascuk.co.uk  
 
 

EPC DISCUSSION IN THE SENEDD 

 
Paul Davies MS raised the UK Government’s proposal for EPCs with the Welsh Government in the 
Senedd this week.  Paul asks what representation the First Minister has made to the UK 
Government with regards to the proposed inclusion of short term holiday lets in the EPC system. 
 
The First Minister advised that they have responded to the Consultation advising that the 
approach needs to consider the ‘Unique Welsh Context’ and goes on to discuss the importance of 
Tourism in Wales. 
  
You can see the exchange on the following video link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WXgAYfTob4o . 
 
Since Parliament returned from the summer recess, we’ve launched a major push on EPCs, and the 

response has been phenomenal. More than 6,000 emails have been sent including 2,000 emails to 

our MSes, through our iParl campaign, thank you to everyone who’s taken part. Your efforts are 

making a difference, we’ve already seen a wave of new parliamentary questions tabled, including 

from Plaid Cymru, Liberal Democrat, and Conservative MPs and MSes, all pressing the government 

on the potential impact of EPCs on small and rural accommodation providers. 
 

If you haven’t yet written to your MP, there’s still time: 

 

If your home address is in England  

If your home address is in Wales  

 
 
 
PEMBROKESHIRE REDUCE CT PREMIUMS  
 
Pembrokeshire Council held their Cabinet meeting this week and made the decision to further 
reduce their Council Tax Premium to 125%. 

mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WXgAYfTob4o
https://pascuk.eaction.online/EPCs
https://pascuk.eaction.online/EPCsWalesCymru
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This is the second time they have reduced their Premium, having previously reduced it for this 
Council Tax year from 200% to 150%. 
 
Read more here:  
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/welsh-council-forced-
embarrassing-climbdown-second-homes/  
 
https://share.google/WuIMceP1tPPcXexjQ  
 
For our Welsh speakers, this is also covered on the Welsh News here: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0m4lbq9  
 
You can view the discussion in the Cabinet Meeting here: 
 https://pembrokeshire.public-
i.tv/core/portal/webcast_interactive/1007070/start_time/3887000?force_language_code=en_GB  
 
 

WALES LICENSING BILL ‘Development of Tourism and Regulation of 

Visitor Accommodation (Wales) Bill’ 
 
The Draft Wales Licensing Bill was published last week, now known as the ‘Development of 
Tourism and Regulation of Visitor Accommodation (Wales) Bill'.   
 
Having had time to review the Bill in more detail, there are no significant findings since last week’s 
newsletter: 
 
It is expected to be introduced to the Senedd in November 2025 and will be subject to scrutiny. 
 
The key points of the Bill are outlined below: 
 
• Accommodation must be “fit for use as visitor accommodation”.  It will remain the 

responsibility of the Operator to ensure it is fit for use.  
 ‘General fitness’– will include meeting specific conditions including: 

o Gas safety certificate 
o Fire safety 
o Smoke / Carbon monoxide alarms 
o Electrical installation report 
o Insurance cover 

 
• It will be a single Wales nationwide approach, which does not currently delegate to Local 

Authorities 
 

• There will be a cost applied to Licensing, but we do not yet know what the cost will be 
(unlike Registration which will not have a cost). 

 
• Inspections:  The Bill includes power to carry out inspections but the intention is to do as few 

as possible and only when they believe they do not satisfy requirements. 
 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/welsh-council-forced-embarrassing-climbdown-second-homes/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/welsh-council-forced-embarrassing-climbdown-second-homes/
https://share.google/WuIMceP1tPPcXexjQ
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0m4lbq9
https://pembrokeshire.public-i.tv/core/portal/webcast_interactive/1007070/start_time/3887000?force_language_code=en_GB
https://pembrokeshire.public-i.tv/core/portal/webcast_interactive/1007070/start_time/3887000?force_language_code=en_GB
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• There is currently no expectation to display a License number (this will be reserved to the 
‘Registration’ number. 

 
Our concerns remain that the current scope of this Bill only includes ‘self-catering’, ‘self-contained’ 
accommodation only and this will be a key component of our scrutiny feedback.  Risks are 
significantly higher in a shared, non-exclusive environment and this therefore raises a serious 
concern for the viability of the Bill. 
 
Please find the Written Statement from Mark Drakeford here: https://www.gov.wales/written-
statement-development-tourism-and-regulation-visitor-accommodation-wales-bill   
 

The following media articles cover the publishing of the Bill: 

https://www.southwalesargus.co.uk/news/25523301.welsh-government-unveils-draft-airbnb-
law/  
 

https://uk.news.yahoo.com/tourism-law-being-rushed-welsh-061605142.html  

182 DAY UPDATE 

182 THRESHOLDS COVERED ON HOST PLANET PODCAST 
 

 
 
Our very own Nicky Williamson, who leads for PASC UK in Wales was featured last week on the 
Host Planet Podcast.  
 
Those Members in Wales will know Nicky well, and this will make interesting listening. 182 is the 
direct result of a Government ‘carrying on regardless’ despite the responses to the Consultation 
on it. 
 
It’s worth a listen, these kind of interventions into our sector do happen, think Wales and 
Scotland, that’s why it is essential for you to support our iParls, meet with your MP and MS and 
get involved in pushing back against this kind of unnecessary and damaging legislation. 
 
Huge thanks to James Varley and the team at Host Planet for pulling this together. 
 

https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-development-tourism-and-regulation-visitor-accommodation-wales-bill
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-development-tourism-and-regulation-visitor-accommodation-wales-bill
https://www.southwalesargus.co.uk/news/25523301.welsh-government-unveils-draft-airbnb-law/
https://www.southwalesargus.co.uk/news/25523301.welsh-government-unveils-draft-airbnb-law/
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/tourism-law-being-rushed-welsh-061605142.html
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You can listen or watch at any of these links: 
YouTube   
Host Planet website  
Spotify   
Apple Podcasts  

 
You can sign up for their free Newsletter HERE, in the top left home page.   

182 DAY CONSULTATION: 

If you haven’t already, please ensure you have your say in the Consultation on the 182 day 
Threshold.  Feedback is invited on the entire policy so please do not limit your comments to the 
points raised in the consultation. 

Here is a link to the consultation: https://www.gov.wales/consultation-proposed-refinements-
classification-self-catering-properties-local-tax-purposes-html  

PASC UK Cymru guidelines on completion of the consultation are here:  

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/ 

Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/ 

Non-Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/ 

The consultation is open until 20 November. 
 
 
THE VALUATION OFFICE LAUNCHES TOOLKITS FOR SELF-CATERING 
PROPERTIES 
 

 
 
The team at PASC UK have been working hard with the Valuation Office (VOA)to try and improve 
the process of the gathering of data so that there are less delays in the processing of this data. 
Currently a huge proportion of VO6048’s are filled in incorrectly, which is compounding the delays 
in processing and adding to the backlog. 
 
We have been working hard to try and ensure that questions on the forms are clear and 
transparent, and better guidance offered. The team at the VOA have been active on this 

https://youtu.be/SB-a8ZM5xWU
https://www.hostplanet.club/host-planet-podcast/episode/bc419f2c/welsh-holiday-let-owners-are-giving-up
https://open.spotify.com/episode/0z45Fsbu1ZdYgtVj6JIlrg
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/welsh-holiday-let-owners-are-giving-up/id1706573555?i=1000730991852
https://www.hostplanet.club/
https://www.gov.wales/consultation-proposed-refinements-classification-self-catering-properties-local-tax-purposes-html
https://www.gov.wales/consultation-proposed-refinements-classification-self-catering-properties-local-tax-purposes-html
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
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throughout 2025 and we are seeing the first stage of the changes that are coming on how the data 
is collected. 
 
The VOA have published new Self-Catering Business Rates Toolkits to clarify how properties qualify 
for business rates, and which forms should be used. The toolkit provides clearer guidance for 
England and Wales, updated application forms, and worked examples for operators. 
 
We welcome this increased transparency and will also be updating our own Guidance Notes on 
this area accordingly. 
 
You can find the England Guidance for applying for Business Rates for your property from the VOA 
HERE.   
 
You can find the Wales Guidance for applying for Business Rates for your property  from the VOA 
HERE.   
 
You can find the VOA Self-Catering Industry Toolkit HERE.  
 
Please let us have any comments or feedback on these documents so that we can continue to 
try and collectively improve the system – email support@pascuk.co.uk with the subject line 
“VoA Toolkit”. 
 
 

PASC UK REQUESTS SUGGESTIONS FOR WHICH CHARITY TO SUPPORT 
 
This week we have a slightly different request for help from our readers – PASC UK is looking to 
select an appointed charity to support. If you know of or have worked with a charity that is 
directly connected to our wonderful sector – Perhaps there’s an organisation supporting tourism 
in rural areas, providing training and opportunities in hospitality, or helping those in need 
experience the best or what we all offer every day in our businesses.  
 
If you would like to nominate a charity, please send an email to suport@pascuk.co.uk with the 
subject line “Charity” with a few lines about the charity and the work they do. Once we have a 
shortlist, we will invite Members to vote to select the charity that we’ll support together over the 
coming year. 

 

 
 

FOLLOW PASC UK ON LINKED IN  

 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-business-rates-for-a-self-catering-property-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-business-rates-for-a-self-catering-property-in-wales
https://mcusercontent.com/8449afced80e28e52143371e7/files/a45db58d-018d-93fa-c241-cbebf0af8355/Tourism_Alliance_Newsletter_9Oct2025.docx_EmbeddedFile.pdf
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
mailto:suport@pascuk.co.uk
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We hope that engaged readers of this Newsletter will also follow on LinkedIn, the likes and 

comments are important, the more thumbs up and clapping emojis that comments get will be 

noticed by the very people we are trying to educate and influence. So, for those of you that are 

engaged and on LinkedIn, login and follow the following: 

 

@PASC UK 

@Alistair Handyside MBE 

@Nicola Williamson (Tibbells) 

@Alexander Walker MBE  

 

 
WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK? 
 
• Welsh Government 182 day Consultation – Guidance notes are now available at 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/  

• ‘Let’s stop EPCs for our Sector’ iParl - https://pascuk.eaction.online/EPCsWalesCymru   

• Conwy Survey on adoption of the Levy run by North Wales Tourism:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MBPWY3H   

• Media involvement – please contact us if you would be interested in being featured.  
 
 
 

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY: 
 

• Wales PASC Members meetings (on-line via Zoom):  

• 18 November at 1200 noon.  Register here: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0oekfV5LSDGVa4oVIfPpag 
 

• 3 & 4 December, Registration Scheme Roadshow PASC / WRA Joint event more details to 
follow 
 
• Visit Wales industry Webinars:  
https://industry.visitwales.com/get-involved/industry-engagement-events  
• 6 November, 2:00pm Wales on the World Stage: The Power of Major Events 
• 13 November, 2:00pm Year of Croeso and Hwyl campaign - Marketing Update 
• 4 December, 2:00pm The Power of Business Events: A Year-Round Opportunity for Wales 
 

• 11 November, Host Planet, Chester 
 
RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:  
Available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/   
 
 

IN THE MEDIA 
The Times: covers the backdated council tax premiums:  
https://www.thetimes.com/article/f162ddc1-2047-41d5-bc3e-
7e9666d773f0?shareToken=9b83f0df87b40469dc12d6855007dda9 

https://pascuk.eaction.online/EPCsWalesCymru
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MBPWY3H
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0oekfV5LSDGVa4oVIfPpag
https://industry.visitwales.com/get-involved/industry-engagement-events
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
https://www.thetimes.com/article/f162ddc1-2047-41d5-bc3e-7e9666d773f0?shareToken=9b83f0df87b40469dc12d6855007dda9
https://www.thetimes.com/article/f162ddc1-2047-41d5-bc3e-7e9666d773f0?shareToken=9b83f0df87b40469dc12d6855007dda9
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Yahoo News: on the introduction of the Licensing Scheme: https://uk.news.yahoo.com/tourism-
law-being-rushed-welsh-061605142.html 
 
The Telegraph: Covers Pembrokeshire’s Council Tax premium reduction:  
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/welsh-council-forced-
embarrassing-climbdown-second-homes/  

 
 
SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  
 
As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do.  We can only 
do this with the support of our memberships.  So we would encourage as many non-members as 
possible to join PASC UK… enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run. 
 
You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit 
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  
 
Membership fees are as follows: 

• Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

• 2 – 4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

• 5 – 10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

• 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

 

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT 

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only 
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales 
Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.  

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-
reports/ 

 

 
DISCLAIMER 
 
Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business 
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying 
Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’. 
 

https://uk.news.yahoo.com/tourism-law-being-rushed-welsh-061605142.html
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/tourism-law-being-rushed-welsh-061605142.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/welsh-council-forced-embarrassing-climbdown-second-homes/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/welsh-council-forced-embarrassing-climbdown-second-homes/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88
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In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and 
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there 
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We 
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read 
and assess yourselves.  
 


