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COMMENTARY

A short and focused commentary this week...

The singular most important focus this week is the 182-day Consultation. We all have until 20t
November to respond, and this is absolutely our best shot at getting this changed once and for all.

Please read the detail below and please ensure you respond.

Mark Drakeford has made it very clear that he invites feedback on the entire policy not only the
tweaks suggested. So go forit... !

We have published the PASC UK Cymru draft consultation so you can use it... steal with pride.

We really all need to get behind this.



There have been a number of communications with politicians which relate to our activities, not
least the question raised by Gareth Davies MS in yesterday’s Senedd Plenary during the Questions
to the Cabinet Secretary for Energy, Economy and Planning:
https://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Live/99ea2e46-421d-491d-82a0-62ca45839d80?startPos=446
(Fast forward to 13.37, with specific ref to PASC by Gareth Davies MS and Rebecca Evans MS at
13.42).

Finally, if you are thinking of applying for the Weather-proofing fund — please act quickly as this
closes on 27t October.

Kind regards

Nicky and the PASC team
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

COUNTDOWN STARTS ON 182 CONSULTATION

182 ISN'T WORKING

THE WELSH GOVERNENT’S 182 POLICY IS FAILING

We have until the 20 November to respond to the Welsh Governments 182 Consultation.

Feedback on the consultation has universally poured scorn on its limitations, with most describing
it as ‘tinkering with the lifeboats’ and simply missing the whole point. Let’s be clear, it does NOT
address the real problem, the real problem is 182 itself.

A staggering 85% of you say you are forced to discount to hit this artificial threshold.
The proposed tweaks - being able to count two charity weeks or rolling the problem over across
three years — do nothing to fix the core issues.


https://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Live/99ea2e46-421d-491d-82a0-62ca45839d80?startPos=446
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk

Mark Drakeford has said much on 182, but recently, when put under pressure about the threshold
and the consultation, he said...
‘..take part in the consultation, because the consultation does not preclude anybody from raising

any issue that they think is relevant to the operation of the 182-day requirement. *

‘there are ideas over and above those that are rehearsed in the consultation that anybody wants to
contribute to it, they should go ahead and do that..”

For once we agree wholeheartedly with him.

This is our opportunity — for ALL of us - to tell the Welsh Government how bad it is through the
formal consultation process. To tell the Welsh Government just how damaging this is for you
personally, and how a ‘one size fits all’ simply cannot and does not work.

PASC UK CYMRU DRAFT CONSULTATION RESPONSE

We have today released the PASC UK Cymru draft response so that you can see what we are planning
on saying. It is a draft, so we welcome your feedback - any good comments, suggestions etc. can
still be added. We are also chasing down some further data for inclusion if it arrives on time. We
will let you know if we make changes.

This is our best chance yet to drive change. You have already collectively sent in 10,000 letters to
the Senedd. Of the MSs we meet, there is hardly one — of any party — who still thinks the threshold
should remain as is. There is an election looming, so let’s respond en-masse to say how bad 182 is
for business in Wales. The door IS slightly ajar, let’s give it an almighty push.

If you have responded already, respond again. Each and every affected person can contribute, so if
one of you has already responded, then your husband, wife, partner, son, daughter, manager,

colleague can all respond again... and should be in any case.

You can find our full response here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation _responses/

Key points include:

- 182 s the problem - it is too high

- It disadvantages Welsh residents, genuine Welsh businesses and damages the entire Wales
visitor economy. It is making genuine local businesses unviable

- It ignores rural realities, property types, seasonality, and market trends and booking
patterns.

- Many operators can only meet it through heavy discounting and/or unsustainable overwork.
Stress levels have soared

- Visitor nights have fallen dramatically, knock-on effect harms pubs, shops, and attractions
and Local communities.

- “60% meet 182" is built on a distorted trading environment, which is false and unsustainable.
It is only 1 piece of data which fails to recognise the full picture.

- Lowering the threshold would restore balance, sustainability, and growth.

- Welsh residents are suffering — often Welsh speaking, multi-generational families


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/

182 CONSULTATION - SPREAD THE WORD

We are ramping up our comms, with the objective of getting responses to the consultation. This
will include Social Media - when you see these posts, please Like and Share and Repost on your
hospitality groups.

We are also working with PASC UK Cymru stakeholders to ensure the message spreads far and wide.
The message — Respond to the Consultation on the Entire 182 policy — not just by answering the
guestions, but by telling the Welsh Government exactly how damaging the 182-day rule is for Welsh
businesses. The problem is clear: 182 is too high

USEFUL LINKS:

The consultation: https://www.gov.wales/consultation-proposed-refinements-classification-self-
catering-properties-local-tax-purposes-html

PASC UK Cymru guidelines for completion of the consultation are here:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation responses/

PASC UK Cymru’s Draft Consultation submission:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation responses/

EPC UPDATE - Senedd Discussion

Rebecca Evans MS, office has confirmed that the Welsh Government has made representations to
UK Government on this matter.

Rebecca also confirmed that she has written to the Cabinet Secretary regarding EPCs and is
awaiting a response. See full response:

“I responded to the UK Government consultation reflecting the views of relevant policy areas
across the Welsh Government, including Visit Wales. Our response highlighted that applying the
regulation to holiday lets is likely to have a negative impact if implemented without careful
consideration of the unique Welsh context and the current challenging operating environment. The
response also asked the UK Government to take concerns of self-catering businesses and other key
stakeholders into account during their decision-making process. We will consider if any action is
required from the Welsh Government once the final policy position is known”.

Last week the First Minister, Eluned Morgan also advised that they have responded to the
Consultation advising that the approach needs to consider the ‘Unique Welsh Context” and goes
on to discuss the importance of Tourism in Wales. See video link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WXgAYfTob4o .

The EPC iParl is now at more 6,000 emails sent including 2,000 emails to our MSs.,


https://www.gov.wales/consultation-proposed-refinements-classification-self-catering-properties-local-tax-purposes-html
https://www.gov.wales/consultation-proposed-refinements-classification-self-catering-properties-local-tax-purposes-html
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WXgAYfTob4o

If you haven’t yet written to your MP, there’s still time:

If your home address is in England

If your home address is in Wales

WALES LICENSING BILL ‘Development of Tourism and Regulation of
Visitor Accommodation (Wales) Bill’

The Draft Wales Licensing Bill was published last week, now known as the ‘Development of
Tourism and Regulation of Visitor Accommodation (Wales) Bill'.

PASC UK Cymru and other Wales stakeholders have been invited to provide Oral Evidence to the
Economy, Trade and Rural Affairs Committee (ETRA) in November. This is a tight timeline, and we
are currently preparing for this. We will be working together with stakeholders to ensure we are
all prepared for this important process.

Our key concern remains that the current scope of this Bill only includes ‘self-catering’, ‘self-
contained’ accommodation only and this will be a key component of our scrutiny feedback. Risks
are significantly higher in a shared, non-exclusive environment and this therefore raises a serious
concern for the viability of the Bill.

Please find the Written Statement from Mark Drakeford here: https://www.gov.wales/written-
statement-development-tourism-and-regulation-visitor-accommodation-wales-bill

The following media articles cover the publishing of the Bill:

https://www.southwalesargus.co.uk/news/25523301.welsh-government-unveils-draft-airbnb-
law

https://uk.news.yahoo.com/tourism-law-being-rushed-welsh-061605142.html

The Year of Croeso Weather-Proofing fund closes soon

The fund closes at 1pm on 27 October 2025.
Visit Wales has launched another round of funding under the Weather-Proofing Scheme offering
grants to Small Tourism and Hospitality businesses to improve trading conditions and provide a

warm welcome to visitors, whatever the weather.

£1.75m of grants is available to help small tourism and hospitality businesses across Wales
welcome visitors come rain or shine.

All funded work must be completed and claimed by 13 March 2026.


https://pascuk.eaction.online/EPCs
https://pascuk.eaction.online/EPCsWalesCymru
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-development-tourism-and-regulation-visitor-accommodation-wales-bill
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-development-tourism-and-regulation-visitor-accommodation-wales-bill
https://www.southwalesargus.co.uk/news/25523301.welsh-government-unveils-draft-airbnb-law/
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https://industry.visitwales.com/supporting-you/funding-information-and-advice-available-
tourism-businesses

SUSTAINABILITY SURVEY TO SUPPORT FUTURE PASC UK SUPPORT FOR
OUR SECTOR

PASC UK is committed to supporting meaningful measures to support our sector being as
sustainable as possible. This is both economically sensible for operators, but also really positive for
our wider image. To do this effectively, we need to understand where you are on your
sustainability journey.

PASC UK have launched a survey that will provide a clear picture of current practices across the
self-catering community in England and Wales. Your input will directly inform the tools, guidance,
and support we develop - ensuring everything we do is relevant, practical, and tailored to your
needs.

We are working in parallel with the ASSC (Association of Scotland's Self-Caterers) who have been
running the same survey this year and we will be collaborating with them on the follow up to the
survey, which will include webinars and support papers.

We'll repeat this survey each year to track progress, highlight success stories, and drive real,
measurable change together.

Please take a few minutes to complete the survey and help build a greener future for the self-
catering sector.

This survey will close on 28 November 2025, and the link can be found here:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/52LPXNM

(This survey is a mirror of that developed by our partners at the Association of Scotland's Self-
Caterers (ASSC), using the same questions so that we can gain a joint picture of sustainability in
the UK).

THE VALUATION OFFICE LAUNCHES TOOLKITS FOR SELF-CATERING
PROPERTIES [REPEAT]

Self-catering

properties -
industry toolkit

Issued October 2025



https://industry.visitwales.com/supporting-you/funding-information-and-advice-available-tourism-businesses
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The team at PASC UK have been working hard with the Valuation Office (VOA)to try and improve
the process of the gathering of data so that there are less delays in the processing of this data.
Currently a huge proportion of VO6048’s are filled in incorrectly, which is compounding the delays
in processing and adding to the backlog.

We have been working hard to try and ensure that questions on the forms are clear and
transparent, and better guidance offered. The team at the VOA have been active on this
throughout 2025 and we are seeing the first stage of the changes that are coming on how the data
is collected.

The VOA have published new Self-Catering Business Rates Toolkits to clarify how properties qualify
for business rates, and which forms should be used. The toolkit provides clearer guidance for
England and Wales, updated application forms, and worked examples for operators.

We welcome this increased transparency and will also be updating our own Guidance Notes on
this area accordingly.

You can find the England Guidance for applying for Business Rates for your property from the VOA
HERE.

You can find the Wales Guidance for applying for Business Rates for your property from the VOA
HERE.

You can find the VOA Self-Catering Industry Toolkit HERE.
Please let us have any comments or feedback on these documents so that we can continue to

try and collectively improve the system — email support@pascuk.co.uk with the subject line
“VoA Toolkit”.

PASC UK REQUESTS SUGGESTIONS FOR WHICH CHARITY TO SUPPORT

This week we have a slightly different request for help from our readers — PASC UK is looking to
select an appointed charity to support. If you know of or have worked with a charity that is
directly connected to our wonderful sector — Perhaps there’s an organisation supporting tourism
in rural areas, providing training and opportunities in hospitality, or helping those in need
experience the best or what we all offer every day in our businesses.

If you would like to nominate a charity, please send an email to suport@pascuk.co.uk with the
subject line “Charity” with a few lines about the charity and the work they do. Once we have a
shortlist, we will invite Members to vote to select the charity that we’ll support together over the
coming year.

182 THRESHOLDS COVERED ON HOST PLANET PODCAST


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-business-rates-for-a-self-catering-property-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-business-rates-for-a-self-catering-property-in-wales
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mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
mailto:suport@pascuk.co.uk
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Our very own Nicky Williamson, who leads for PASC UK in Wales was featured last week on the
Host Planet Podcast.

Those Members in Wales will know Nicky well, and this will make interesting listening. 182 is the
direct result of a Government ‘carrying on regardless’ despite the responses to the Consultation
on it.

It’s worth a listen, these kind of interventions into our sector do happen, think Wales and
Scotland, that’s why it is essential for you to support our iParls, meet with your MP and MS and
get involved in pushing back against this kind of unnecessary and damaging legislation.

Huge thanks to James Varley and the team at Host Planet for pulling this together.

You can listen or watch at any of these links:
YouTube
Host Planet website

Spotify
Apple Podcasts

You can sign up for their free Newsletter HERE, in the top left home page.

FOLLOW PASC UK ON LINKED IN

Linked [

We hope that engaged readers of this Newsletter will also follow on LinkedIn, the likes and

comments are important, the more thumbs up and clapping emojis that comments get will be


https://youtu.be/SB-a8ZM5xWU
https://www.hostplanet.club/host-planet-podcast/episode/bc419f2c/welsh-holiday-let-owners-are-giving-up
https://open.spotify.com/episode/0z45Fsbu1ZdYgtVj6JIlrg
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/welsh-holiday-let-owners-are-giving-up/id1706573555?i=1000730991852
https://www.hostplanet.club/

noticed by the very people we are trying to educate and influence. So, for those of you that are
engaged and on LinkedIn, login and follow the following:

@PASC UK

@Alistair Handyside MBE
@Nicola Williamson (Tibbells)
@Alexander Walker MBE

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

e Welsh Government 182-day Consultation

e Please see full guidance above.
Responses should cover the FULL 182-day policy and NOT only the points raised in the
consultation: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
PASC Draft Consultation Response:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation responses/
Please also Like and share our social posts.

e ‘Let’s stop EPCs for our Sector’ iParl - https://pascuk.eaction.online/EPCsWalesCymru
e  PASC Sustainability Survey: close on 28 November 2025:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/52LPXNM

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

e Wales PASC Members meetings (on-line via Zoom):
e 18 November at 1200 noon. Register here:
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0oekfV5LSDGVa4oVIfPpag

e 3 & 4 December, Registration Scheme Roadshow PASC / WRA Joint event more details to
follow

e Visit Wales industry Webinars:
https://industry.visitwales.com/get-involved/industry-engagement-events

e 6 November, 2:00pm Wales on the World Stage: The Power of Major Events

e 13 November, 2:00pm Year of Croeso and Hwyl campaign - Marketing Update

e 4 December, 2:00pm The Power of Business Events: A Year-Round Opportunity for Wales

e 11 November, Host Planet, Chester

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

IN THE MEDIA


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/
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North Wales Live: Conwy Council’s decision to maintain council tax premiums on second homes.
Also, there are enough long-term empty properties in the County to fill a town the size of Llanrwst
https://share.google/YPITgYoa5xCsqz3QD

The Telegraph: Covers Pembrokeshire’s Council Tax premium reduction:
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/welsh-council-forced-
embarrassing-climbdown-second-homes/

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So, we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 -4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales
Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

Cangen Cymru V4§ Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER
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https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/welsh-council-forced-embarrassing-climbdown-second-homes/
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Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying
Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We

will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read
and assess yourselves.
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