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COMMENTARY

This time next week the 182 Consultation will be closed. Have you responded? Have you
encouraged everyone affected to respond? This is the best opportunity we have, so please let’s
make sure we have all given it our best shot.

This has to be our main focus for this week’s newsletter.

Cefin Campbell MS, Plaid Cymru has tabled a very timely question ‘Will the Cabinet Secretary
provide an update on the Welsh Government’s plan to change the 182-day tax rule for holiday
lets?’ https://record.senedd.wales/OralQuestion/63434#:~:text=holiday+lets We will of course, be
watching this with interest.

Aside, PASC are working hard to prepare for the Oral Evidence sessions on the Licensing Bill next
week —more on this below. Please give us any feedback or comments so we can include in our
responses.


https://record.senedd.wales/OralQuestion/63434#:~:text=holiday+lets

The joint events with PASC and the WRA are now live. 3 December will be at Venue Cymru,
Llandudno and 4 December will be at the Radisson Blu in Cardiff. We are hoping to add on a
Members’ Meeting immediately afterwards and are waiting on confirmation of use of a room.
More next week on this, but please book your place in the meantime.

The Year of Croeso weather-proofing fund, is not open for Medium Sized businesses — see below.

Lastly, please don’t forget our Members’ meeting next Tuesday 18'"at 10.am. There is a huge

amount to update on at this crucial time ... and we will be able to share much more than we are
able to share in this newsletter in this informal setting. Please join us. The Link to register is here:
https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0oekfV5LSDGVa4oVIfPpag

Kind regards

Nicky and the PASC team
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

182-DAY CONSULTATION - LAST DAYS REMAINING

LAST CHANCE TO SUBMIT YOUR CONSULTATION RESPONSE
Have you done it yet?

PASC UK Cymru will be submitting our response but it is important that you respond individually as
well.
The Key messages are:

- Respond on the entire Policy (not only the 3 proposed ‘tweaks’)

- 182 is the problem — it is too high

- Submit as many responses as possible

We have also continued to update our Consultation Response as new information emerges from
our own research and, most importantly, from you, our members.

For example, this week we have revised our response to reflect the completely unrealistic
occupancy rate requirements set out by the Welsh Government.

The Welsh Government’s current 182-night threshold, measured against an assumed 252-night
availability, equates to a 72% occupancy requirement - not the ‘half a year’ (50%) figure often
claimed. This benchmark is entirely out of step with industry averages and global norms, demanding
higher occupancy than many major tourist cities around the world - yet it is being applied to rural
Wales.


https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0oekfV5LSDGVa4oVIfPpag
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk

Despite acknowledging that remaining open 365 nights a year is impracticable, the so-called ‘half a
year’ target is based precisely on that assumption. This ignores the 252-night availability threshold
and further exposes a deep lack of understanding of how the Welsh self-catering sector operates -
alongside a blatant disregard for hospitality norms. Once again, “bad data has led to bad policy”.

We are also recommending you use a clear formal objection and include a phrase such as:
“l formally object to the continuation of the 182-day policy in its current form.”

This will enable your response to be recorded as a formal objection, rather than a general
Comment, resulting in it being counted separately in the official consultation results.

Please complete this 10 second poll to help us understand how many are responding.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/W9QR3T5

182 CONSULTATION - SPREAD THE WORD

Thank you for sharing our social media posts, please continue to Like and Share and Repost on your
hospitality groups.

USEFUL LINKS:

The consultation: https://www.gov.wales/consultation-proposed-refinements-classification-self-
catering-properties-local-tax-purposes-html

PASC UK Cymru guidelines for completion of the consultation are here:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/

PASC UK Cymru’s Draft Consultation submission:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation responses/

WRA / PASC IN-PERSON EVENTS — 3 & 4 DECEMBER

Join Us to Discuss the National Register and Tourism Levy.

We then intend to follow with a members’ meeting immediately afterwards — confirmation and
more detail on this to follow.

We're pleased to share details of two upcoming events, PASC UK Cymru have been working on
together with the WRA (Welsh Revenue Authority) to explore the new National Register of Visitor
Accommodation and the proposed Tourism Levy.

These two events are an excellent opportunity to meet representatives from the WRA who will be
administering the Schemes and ask your questions directly to them.

Representatives from Local Authorities, the tourism sector and visitor accommodation providers
are invited and places are limited to 100, so we would urge you to book your places early.
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e Updates on the work of the Welsh Revenue Authority

e Opportunities to ask questions and share your views

e Practical support — including toolkits, guidance, and key messages to help you and your
business prepare for the upcoming changes

3 December, Llandudno, Venue Cyrmu, Llandudno LL30 1BBLlIandudno: Register here.

4 December, Cardiff: Radisson Blu Hotel, Cardiff CF10 2FLCardiff: Register here.

Please also register for the for Visitor Accommodation Providers session next week:

o 19 November at 2pm (English)

o 25 November at 2pm (Cymraeg)

Booking Link: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/national-visitor-accommodation-registration-and-
visitor-levy-webinar-tickets-17140542152997aff=erelexpmlt

WALES LICENSING BILL
‘Development of Tourism and Regulation of Visitor Accommodation
(Wales) Bill’

Following last week’s announcement of the above Bill, we continue to gather feedback in
preparation for presenting our evidence to the Economy, Trade and Rural Affairs Committee on 20
November.

We are pleased to note that the proposal is for a Wales-wide national scheme. However, we do
have concerns about the speed at which the Bill has been introduced. The timelines are extremely
tight ahead of the Senedd elections, and we believe this risks undermining the potential
effectiveness of the scheme.

Our sector has long called for a Statutory Registration Scheme that, through clear safe and legal
requirements, establishes a level playing field across the industry. While the proposed Registration
Scheme - now set in law alongside the Tourism Levy - is a step forward, it falls short of delivering
on those aims.

The Licensing Scheme included within this Bill is intended to address this safe and legal gap.

We are supportive of this element of the Bill, but remain concerned about the scope and detail of
the proposed Licensing framework, much of which is as a result of the compressed timelines and
simply not having enough time to work through the detail of the scheme properly.

Written statement here: https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-introduction-development-
tourism-and-regulation-visitor-accommodation-wales-bill

You can view the first Oral Evidence Sessions here:
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?Cld=738&MId=15700&Ver=4
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Media:

Please see this article featuring Rowland Rees-Evans and Jim Jones, highlighting the need to slow
this process down to get it right:
https://businessnewswales.com/tourism-leaders-call-for-licensing-legislation-to-slow-down/

Our thanks again to Fiona Campbell and Marc Crothall who gave compelling evidence to the ETRA
Committee last week on the findings of the Scottish Scheme — see media coverage here.
https://nation.cymru/news/tourism-chiefs-warn-welsh-government-not-to-copy-scotlands-failed-
rental-licensing-scheme/

There have been several recent media articles covering the Licensing Bill, much of the media
focuses on “Airbnb” rather than the wider self-catering and visitor accommodation sector,
highlighting the need for clarification of the scope of the Bill.

The Bill currently includes ONLY self-contained & self-catered and NOT ‘spare rooms’. Itis clear
from these articles that there is a lack clarity around how proposals would apply beyond the
current remit and others recognise the scope but fail to understand the confusion and the
consequences this will present.

There is clearly a lack of understanding of the distinction between ‘AirBNB’ which is a platform for
advertising properties and the traditional self-catering businesses themselves with some articles

suggesting that ‘AirBNBs need regulation’.

https://businesswales.gov.wales/news-and-blog/new-standards-welsh-holiday-lets

https://uk.news.yahoo.com/welsh-government-holiday-let-licence-040000808.html

https://uk.news.yahoo.com/drakeford-sets-plans-license-airbnb-040000328.html

https://nation.cymru/news/drakeford-sets-out-plans-to-license-airbnb-style-rentals/

We want to ensure we continue to express the views of our members, so please contact me
directly, with your views, feedback and suggestions on nicky@pascuk.co.uk

YEAR OF CROESO WEATHER-PROOFING FUND
[PHASE 3] — FOR MEDIUM SIZED BUSINESSES

Businesses who employ 50-250 permanent staff (full or part-time), are now eligible for this
funding. This lates round ensures that businesses across all scales of our industry have the
opportunity to enhance their offereing.

The grants between £5,000 and £20,000 can be used for projects such as:
e Canopies, pergolas, or covered seating
e Covered walkways or visitor shelters
e Woodchip or gravel paths
e Hard standing for car parks
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e Indoor play areas and wet weather activities
Deadline: 1 December 2025 at 5.00pm

More details and application form available here: https://visitwales-news.com/cr/AQi0zhYQ-
cbvARikvbCCARtssqgw16ekj0ZtdkZMxzILP1LheivmcktTtkgYB3f30

SUSTAINABILITY SURVEY TO SUPPORT FUTURE PASC UK SUPPORT FOR
OUR SECTOR

We need to understand where you are on your sustainability journey and have launched a survey
to capture current practices across the self-catering community in England and Wales. Your
responses will directly shape the tools, guidance, and support we provide, ensuring it’s practical
and tailored to your needs.

We're working alongside the ASSC in Scotland and will collaborate on follow-up resources,
including webinars and guidance papers. The survey will run annually to track progress, celebrate
successes, and drive real change.

Please take a few minutes to complete the survey and help build a greener future for the self-
catering sector.

This survey will close on 28 November 2025 and the link can be found here:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/52LPXNM

PASC UK REQUESTS SUGGESTIONS FOR WHICH CHARITY TO SUPPORT

This week we have a slightly different request for help from our readers — PASC UK is looking to
select an appointed charity to support. If you know of or have worked with a charity that is
directly connected to our wonderful sector — Perhaps there’s an organisation supporting tourism
in rural areas, providing training and opportunities in hospitality, or helping those in need
experience the best or what we all offer every day in our businesses.

If you would like to nominate a charity, please send an email to suport@pascuk.co.uk with the
subject line “Charity” with a few lines about the charity and the work they do. Once we have a
shortlist, we will invite Members to vote to select the charity that we’ll support together over the
coming year.

FOLLOW PASC UK ON LINKED IN
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Linked [

We hope that engaged readers of this Newsletter will also follow on LinkedIn, the likes and
comments are important, the more thumbs up and clapping emojis that comments get will be
noticed by the very people we are trying to educate and influence. So, for those of you that are
engaged and on LinkedIn, login and follow the following:

@PASC UK

@Alistair Handyside MBE
@Nicola Williamson (Tibbells)
@Alexander Walker MBE

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

o ¥** PRIORITY ***Welsh Government 182 day Consultation **** PRIORITY ****
- Respond: on FULL 182 day policy and NOT only the points raised in the consultation:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
- PASC Draft Consultation Response:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation responses/
- Please also Like and share our social posts.
- Complete this super quick poll: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/W9QR3T5

e ‘Let’s stop EPCs for our Sector’ iParl
If you haven’t yet written to your MP, there’s still time:

If your home address is in England

If your home address is in Wales

e  PASC Sustainability Survey: close on 28 November 2025:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/52LPXNM

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

e Wales PASC Members meetings (on-line via Zoom):
e 18 November at 10am. Register here:
https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0oekfV5LSDGVa4oVIfPpag

e 3 & 4 December (10am), Statutory Registration Scheme Roadshow PASC / WRA Joint event
more details next week....

e WRA Registration and Levy Webinars:


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/W9QR3T5
https://pascuk.eaction.online/EPCs
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https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/national-visitor-accommodation-registration-and-visitor-
levy-webinar-tickets-1713966412679

For Visitor Accommodation Providers

e 19 November at 2pm (English) / ¢ 25 November at 2pm (Cymraeg)

For Booking Platforms and Tourism bodies

e 12 November at 2:00pm (English) /13 November at 2:00pm (Cymraeg)

e Visit Wales industry Webinars:
https://industry.visitwales.com/get-involved/industry-engagement-events
e 13 November, 2:00pm Year of Croeso and Hwyl campaign - Marketing Update
e 4 December, 2:00pm The Power of Business Events: A Year-Round Opportunity for Wales

e 13 /20 November — Licensing Bill - Oral Evidence Session, Senedd

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

IN THE MEDIA

Please see Licensing Bill section above, for extensive media coverage.

Daily Post: Reports on the Licensing Bill: https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-
news/airbnb-law-would-make-wales-32807470

North Wales Live: reported on twelve Gwynedd councillors calling for fairness from Gwynedd’s
Cabinet https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/enormous-20k-bills-locals-see-
32741875

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 —4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT
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If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales
Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

reports/

$#2 PASC

Cangen Cymru % Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying
Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read
and assess yourselves.
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