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COMMENTARY

We know that the Budget will be front and centre for many this week. As we prepare this
newsletter we are also still digesting the announcements. Some measures, such as the further
increase in the Minimum Wage, will clearly affect the sector, while others will emerge as we
examine the detail. We will provide fuller analysis once we have reviewed everything thoroughly.

In the meantime, we’ve arranged a webinar with Matt Jeffery of Zeal Tax to provide an overview,
the likely impact and to answer any questions you may have. This will be at 1000 on 2"
December. This is open to all that receive this newsletter and you can REGISTER HERE.

Have you booked in for the WRA / PASC in-person meetings next week in Llandudno and
Cardiff?


https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/A4Gl2RSDQgC-Cw8GVWINRQ

This is a golden opportunity to meet the team who are designing and implementing the
Registration Scheme and the Tourism Levy. They want to hear from the sector and this is your
time to feed in directly. The event is open to Local Authorities, Tourism Businesses, Agencies and
all operators in Hospitality and Tourism.

PASC have orchestrated these in-person meetings - with key stakeholders present - to ensure we
have our say at an early stage, so please support us in supporting you and ensure the room is filled
with self-catering operators.

There are few places left in Llandudno, but more availability in Cardiff:
¢ 3 December 2025 Venue Cymru, Llandudno: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/acc-cofrestru-ar-

ardoll-ymwelwyr-wra-registration-and-visitor-levy-tickets-19653489115007
e 4 December 2025 Radisson Blu, Cardiff: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/acc-cofrestru-ar-ardoll-
ymwelwyr-wra-registration-and-visitor-levy-tickets-19653658802547?

Following the main event, PASC will run an in-person meeting from 12-1.30pm. Join us to discuss
anything relating to self-catering. The meeting is open to all self-catering operators, including non-
members and agencies. We will be joined by our colleagues from Visit Wales, we are in constant
dialogue with the team at Visit Wales, who have helped us immensely. They are looking forward
to the opportunity of meeting you in-person to discuss some of our challenges and the approach
with Welsh Government to support Tourism and our sector specifically.

We are aware that various organisations and individuals are currently seeking data through
Freedom of Information requests and other channels. As you will know, PASC UK undertakes
extensive research and analysis using FOI requests and other methods.

One key output from our research is the PASC UK Form and Value Report, which is intended as a
resource for the industry and is therefore available for you to use. We share below the headline
data for the whole of Wales but also have this information at a Local Authority level which again, is
available for you to use in meetings and activities locally. More details below.

We welcome Llinos Medi MP’s recognition of the challenges facing our sector. As chair of the All-
Party Parliamentary Group for Hospitality, she warned in a letter to the Chancellor that, without
action, the Welsh hospitality industry “risks real damage to both jobs and the places that bring
people together in Wales.”

The cross-party letter “reflects a shared concern from across the political spectrum and across
Wales.” and is signed by Plaid Cymru’s four Welsh MPs, along with Labour’s Gower MP Tonia
Antoniazzi, and Conservative Wales Shadow Minister Baroness Bloomfield.

The letter warns that the sector is “now at a critical breaking point”, highlighting that thousands of
jobs and the future of Welsh towns, villages, and high streets are at stake.

You can read more about this in the following article:
https://www.northwalespioneer.co.uk/news/25637956.mps-warn-crisis-welsh-hospitality-sector/
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Nicky Williamson, Wales Director, met with Nigel Farage, Reform UK Leader and as you can see
from the image below, managed to get our ‘Cumulative Impacts’ card in full view. We fully expect
that Reform will support addressing the ridiculously high 182 threshold and are known to be anti-
Tourism Taxes. More on this below.

Finally, the PASC UK sustainability survey 2025 will close this Friday. Running in conjunction with
the ASSC (Association of Scottish Self-Caterers) we aim to provide a clear picture of current
practices across the self-catering community in England and Wales. This will close on Friday, so if
you haven’t yet had a chance to complete it, grab a cup of tea and a couple of biscuits and click
HERE.

Kind regards

Nicky and the PASC team
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

VISITOR ACCOMMODATION REGISTRATION & THE VISITOR LEVY
WRA In-Person Meetings - NEXT WEEK (in partnership with PASC UK)

The Welsh Revenue Authority (WRA) and PASC UK Cymru are hosting two in-person events next
week.

This is an ideal opportunity to:
e Meet the WRA team responsible for implementing these two important initiatives
e Network with Visit Wales officials, Local Authority representatives, tourism businesses and
fellow operators
e Gain first-hand understanding of upcoming requirements and ask questions directly
e Provide feedback and make your views heard

Event Dates & Locations

e 3 December 2025 — 10am—12pm (with PASC Meeting 12-1.30pm)

Venue Cymru, Llandudno
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/acc-cofrestru-ar-ardoll-ymwelwyr-wra-registration-and-visitor-
levy-tickets-1965348911500

e 4 December 2025 - 10am-12pm (with PASC Meeting 12-1.30pm)

Radisson Blu, Cardiff



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/52LPXNM
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/acc-cofrestru-ar-ardoll-ymwelwyr-wra-registration-and-visitor-levy-tickets-1965348911500
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/acc-cofrestru-ar-ardoll-ymwelwyr-wra-registration-and-visitor-levy-tickets-1965348911500

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/acc-cofrestru-ar-ardoll-ymwelwyr-wra-registration-and-visitor-
levy-tickets-19653658802547?

These sessions are an important chance to stay informed - and to make your voice heard.
All are welcome; early registration is strongly recommended.

PASC UK CYMRU In-Person Meetings

The above events will be followed immediately by a PASC UK Cymru meeting
(12pm-1.30pm).

All self-catering operators - members and non-members - as well as self-catering agencies are
warmly invited to join.

This is a rare and valuable opportunity to bring along friends or neighbours who also operate self-
catering accommodation.

At this meeting, you can:
e Meet the PASC UK Cymru team and learn how we are challenging damaging regulatory

interventions
e Talk directly with Visit Wales officials about how we are working together on current

interventions
e Speak openly with like-minded operators about all current issues affecting self-catering in

Wales

Booking for this follow-on meeting is not essential, but if you know you are attending, please drop

us a note at support@pascuk.co.uk.

WALES LICENSING BILL
‘Development of Tourism and Regulation of Visitor Accommodation

(Wales) Bill’

The Oral Evidence Session are now complete within just 15 days and the Scrutiny Committee are
reviewing the evidence presented to them before publishing their report.

Thanks to all those who gave Oral Evidence including the crew below present on 20™ November.
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Pushback from the sector, from Booking.com, West Wales Holiday Cottages, PASC UK Cymru, Mid Wales Tourism and
Airbnb. Plus, an evidence session in progress.

While we support the principle of a safe and legal standard, we still have real concerns around the
mechanism and question the need for a full licensing scheme rather than a robust Registration
Scheme.

We have been asked to submit supplementary evidence specifically to feedback on wording of
Section 7 of the Bill, which outlines the required standards of Visitor Accommodation.

We will also submit feedback on areas where we do not believe they have been adequately
covered in the Bill or in the Oral Evidence Sessions.

This will include:

- Scope of the Bill — specifically not including ‘Spare rooms’

- Frictionless ‘Apply & Start’ trading

- Tax Avoidance / HMRC reporting

- Haste of process

- Purpose of the Bill —initially Health and Safety, now blurred into Quality and Control
- Platform responsibility including accuracy of listings

- Transfer of ownership

The deadline for this and any outstanding evidence is this Friday. This supplementary evidence
will be published here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation responses/.

We still want to hear from you with any feedback you would like us to raise, but will need this
immediately to be able to meet the impending deadline ... of Friday. We had asked for an
extended period to allow us to consult adequately with our members, but this was politely
declined due to the rushed timeframes for the consultation period

You can view all the oral evidence sessions here:
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListMeetings.aspx?Committeeld=738

Click on dates 5, 13 and 20 November as all sessions took place on those dates, starting and
ending with Mark Drakeford’s evidence sessions.
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You can read our full Written Evidence here:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation responses/
The supplementary evidence due Friday, will also be made available, here when complete.

Written statement here: https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-introduction-development-
tourism-and-regulation-visitor-accommodation-wales-bill

Please email me with any thoughts or comments or any points you would like us to raise on your
behalf (nicky@pascuk.co.uk)

MEETING WITH REFORM UK LEADER NIGEL FARAGE

Nigel Farage MP, and leader of the Reform party and Nicky Williamson, Director PASC UK Cymru

Nicky met with Nigel Farage this week at an intimate Tourism Round Table event during his recent
visit to Llandudno. Together with other prominent Tourism sector colleagues from North Wales,
we were able to make the case for both our sector and wider tourism. We shared the Cumulative
Impact of Regulatory interventions hitting us from all levels of Government, with a particular focus
on 182 and its wider impacts, and the Tourism Levy in Wales, one that charges for babies and
children to stay.

We expect to get 100% support on these issues and will be following up with their Policy Lead,
shortly to provide evidence, data and further manifesto suggestions.

We are engaging with all the parties, and over the remaining weeks before Christmas, we have
meetings from all the main parties, especially in Wales, where manifestos are under construction.
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This is a primary piece of work for us, to get key manifesto pledges from all the parties, and
sharing these with you as they develop.

FORM & VALUE REPORT

As mentioned above, several organisations and individuals are actively gathering data through FOI
requests and other routes. PASC UK also carries out substantial research of this kind, drawing on
FOIs and additional evidence sources.

One of the main outcomes of this work is the PASC UK Form and Value Report. This is the most
detailed analysis of our sector produced in recent years and is designed as a resource for the

industry. In order for this to be a trusted resource we are looking for feedback and inclusion of
any data which may be relevant for future issues.

Below is the summary page of key data points for the whole of Wales.

The Whole of Wales

fate

1.48m

total homes

22.3k dedicated
holiday lets*

—~

S22

Supporting 1.41%
of total jobs

Y

24.2k

second homes

&

33% holiday lets in Wales cannot be a
primary home due to planning restrictions

%

18% of dedicated holiday
lets on Welsh Farms

)

103k

empty homes

®

£749m GVA from
holiday lets

G

4.1% annual growth rate in
dedicated holiday lets since 2021

PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

©

25.7k affordable
homes built since 2016

—

%R

18.3k
jobs supported

~=

=

5.7% drop in holiday
lets 2023-2024

*Dedicated holiday lets are entire property holiday lets and will include Yurts, Shepherds Huts etc and will also include houses which have planning
restrictions on them so they can only be holiday let. It will not include spare rooms and houses rented occasionally by owner residents.
Sources: see PASC 2025 Form and Value Report .

This data is now also available at a Local Authority level and has already been invaluable in our
meetings with Local Authorities. We encourage you to make use of it in your own local
discussions, and we welcome any feedback - from you or from partner organisations - on how the
data might be applied or further enhanced.

The full Form & Value Report covers .....
e Key findings England and Wales
e Jobs supported, supporting rural and coastal visitor economies
e Diversity of offer



e Dedicated holiday lets represent just 0.6% of housing stock
e What growth has there been in the sector

e |s there switching from long-term to short term lets?

e Key booking trends

PASC UK Members can download the Report here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/
Non-Members can download the Report here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/national-data-reports/

Please contact us directly on nicky@pascuk.co.uk or support@pascuk.co.uk if you would like more

information.

TOURISM LEVY UPDATE

The Local Authorities who are considering adopting the Levy must consult with residents ahead of
making their decision. In order to be able to advise the WRA of their decision next April, they will
need to launch their consultation ahead of Christmas (if they are to comply with minimum
consultation periods). Notifying the WRA in April allows them to give 12 months’ notice to
businesses before starting to collect the Levy in April 2027.

If your Local Authority is going through the consultation process, can | ask you please to share this
with us (nicky@pascuk.co.uk).

Charging the Tourism Levy for Children and Babies in Self-catering accommodation:

There are still many questions which remain unanswered despite this now being set in Law.

One point which is causing considerable concern and worth clarifying is the situation with charging
children and babies. You may be aware that under 18s will be exempted when staying in low cost
accommodation (accommodation eligible for the lower 75p levy rate). This exemption for under
18s does not extend to self-catering accommodation which means we will be required to charge

the levy on under 18s. This will not only include children but will also include babies.

So as it stands babies of any age, will be charged the £1.30 per night Visitor Levy.

LOCAL AUTHORITY SURVEYS — GWYNEDD & DENBIGHSHIRE ... SO FAR

We are aware of some Local Authority surveys currently relating to Tourism and the Tourism Levy.

Gwynedd: https://arolwg.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/index.php/933431

Gwynedd Council’s survey asks about Tourism in your area and the Tourism Levy

You are asked at the beginning if you live in Gwynedd and can proceed ONLY if you answer “Yes, a
full time resident” to the first question. They are only seeking input from full-time residents. The
questionnaire then goes on to ask questions such as “In your view, does the tourism generate
negative consequences in your community?”
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There is no opportunity to write comments.

There is no stated closing date.

Denbighshire: https://forms.office.com/e/EmSBLUiPD8

Denbighshire County Council are asking for views on the Visitor Accommodation (Register and
Levy) Etc. (Wales) Bill 2025. They state it is not part of the formal consultation.

It is open until 5 December and anyone can take part.
There is no opportunity to write comments.

As a Denbighshire resident please ensure you respond to this survey as | don’t believe it has been
widely circulated.

The two surveys above give no opportunity for free text comments, but we will be putting
together some general notes on the Tourism Levy, intended to provide background and data to
consider when completing all surveys and consultations on adoption of the Tourism Levy.

This will be made available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/. We
anticipate this being available early next week, by Tuesday.

YEAR OF CROESO WEATHER-PROOFING FUND
[PHASE 3] — FOR MEDIUM SIZED BUSINESSES

Businesses who employ 50-250 permanent staff (full or part-time), are now eligible for this
funding. This lates round ensures that businesses across all scales of our industry have the
opportunity to enhance their offereing.

The grants between £5,000 and £20,000 can be used for projects such as:
e Canopies, pergolas, or covered seating
e Covered walkways or visitor shelters
e Woodchip or gravel paths
e Hard standing for car parks
e Indoor play areas and wet weather activities

Deadline: 1 December 2025 at 5.00pm

More details and application form available here: https://visitwales-news.com/cr/AQi0OzhYQ-
cbvARikvbCCARtssqw16ekj0ZtdkZMxzILP1LheivmcktTtkgYB3f30

SUSTAINABILITY SURVEY TO SUPPORT FUTURE PASC UK SUPPORT FOR
OUR SECTOR - CLOSING ON FRIDAY
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We need to understand where you are on your sustainability journey and have launched a survey
to capture current practices across the self-catering community in England and Wales. Your
responses will directly shape the tools, guidance, and support we provide, ensuring it’s practical
and tailored to your needs.

We're working alongside the ASSC in Scotland and will collaborate on follow-up resources,
including webinars and guidance papers. The survey will run annually to track progress, celebrate
successes, and drive real change.

Please take a few minutes to complete the survey and help build a greener future for the self-
catering sector.

This survey will close on 28 November 2025 and the link can be found here:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/52LPXNM

FOLLOW PASC UK ON LINKED IN

Linked [

We hope that engaged readers of this Newsletter will also follow on LinkedIn, the likes and
comments are important, the more thumbs up and clapping emojis that comments get will be
noticed by the very people we are trying to educate and influence. So, for those of you that are
engaged and on LinkedIn, login and follow the following:

@PASC UK

@Alistair Handyside MBE
@Nicola Williamson (Tibbells)
@Alexander Walker MBE

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

e Register for the WRA / PASC Meetings on the Levy and Registration — 3 & 4 December
PASC have orchestrated these in-person meetings to ensure we have our say at an early stage,
so please support us in supporting you.

e Contact us with feedback on the Licensing Bill

e  PASC Sustainability Survey: close on 28 November 2025:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/52LPXNM
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PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

e 3 &4 December (10am), Statutory Registration Scheme Roadshow PASC / WRA Joint event
e WRA Registration and Levy Webinars:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/national-visitor-accommodation-registration-and-visitor-
levy-webinar-tickets-1713966412679
For Visitor Accommodation Providers
e 19 November at 2pm (English) / ¢ 25 November at 2pm (Cymraeg)
For Booking Platforms and Tourism bodies
e 12 November at 2:00pm (English) /13 November at 2:00pm (Cymraeg)

e Visit Wales industry Webinars:
https://industry.visitwales.com/get-involved/industry-engagement-events
e 4 December, 2:00pm The Power of Business Events: A Year-Round Opportunity for Wales

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Available here:
e Wales PASC Members meeting: 18 November https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

IN THE MEDIA

Welsh hospitality is in crisis according to Llinos Medi MP and the All-party group for Hospitality:
https://www.rhyljournal.co.uk/news/25637956.mps-warn-crisis-welsh-hospitality-sector/
https://www.northwalespioneer.co.uk/news/25637956.mps-warn-crisis-welsh-hospitality-

sector[

Daily Post: Reporting on the increase in Second Homes in Gwynedd.
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/second-homes-gwynedd-increasing-
rapidly-32878556

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 —4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
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WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales
Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

reports/

fﬁ PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

Cangen Cymru 4§ Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying
Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read
and assess yourselves.
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