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Today’s update includes:

e Commentary

e PASC UK Closing dates and Newsletters over Christmas and New Year

e 2026 Membership Certificates

e Business Rates update England & Wales — 16 December

e A ‘Must do check’ for all on Business Rates

e Update on Business Rates Changes for 2026 and Beyond IMPORTANT UPDATES — 23 DEC

e Wales Licensing Bill - ‘Development of Tourism and Regulation of Visitor Accommodation
(Wales) Bill’ Stage 1 Scrutiny Report Published

e Dates for the Diary

e Inthe media

e Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK Cymru

e Disclaimer

COMMENTARY

Keeping the Christmas and New Year Newsletters as short as possible. We would like to thank all
our Members for their support during 2025, it has been much appreciated. We look forward to
serving you further in 2026, and wish all our Members and readers a Very Merry Christmas and a
Prosperous 2026.
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Nicky and the Team at PASC UK

PASC UK CLOSING DATES AND NEWSLETTERS OVER CHRISTMAS AND THE NEW
YEAR

The team at PASC UK will be taking a break at Christmas and New Year, operating an emergency
only line for PASC UK Members.

We will be closed from Saturday 20" December 2025 to Sunday 4™ January 2026.

Emergency requests from PASC UK Members should be sent to support@pascuk.co.uk over this
period and we will respond as soon as we can.

2026 MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATES
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2026 Membership certificates in both English and Welsh can now be downloaded from the
Members area here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-downloads/

Once downloaded, you will have a PDF file which you will be able to print and handwrite your
business name onto, or type it into before printing.

BUSINESS RATES UPDATE ENGLAND AND WALES 23 December
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V3 of the Update on Business Rate Changes, Effective April 2026, is now available on the website.
This now finally includes the full understanding of how Welsh Business Rates bills will be affected
from April 2026. It has taken this long to get all the relevant questions answered by the English
and Welsh Governments.

The changes are complex and will hit many businesses hard, so we are making our guidance on
this free for all to download. However, only PASC UK members will have access to phone and
email support. We will also be running webinars, see below. T

To download the guides, and also a calculator that will estimate what your new payments will be,
please go to:

e For Non-Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
e For Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/

We will be holding a PASC UK Members Meeting at 1100 on Wednesday 7" January. This will
cover both England and Wales. Register HERE.

We will be holding a PASC UK General Webinar for non-members at 1200 on Wednesday 7th
January. Register HERE.

Two papers are available to you to help, and these can be found below, however we recommend
that you wait until you have seen one of the Webinars or attended a PASC UK Meeting on this
subject before rushing into trying to get your Rateable Value changed. We have a meeting with the
Valuation Office to see if any part of ‘Check-Challenge’ has also been updated, and if so, will update

the papers accordingly. We will also be challenging them on the average increases to the sectors
Rateable Values

This meeting does not take place until Thursday of this week.
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POSSIBLY CHALLENGE) RATES TO COUNCIL TAX
YOUR RATEABLE VALUE 0\ MAY 2025
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You can download them here if you're not a Member: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
And download it here if you are a Member: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/

A ‘MUST DO CHECK’ FOR ALL ON BUSINESS RATES

PASC UK urges all readers of this newsletter who pay Business Rates to check their Bill. You are
looking to check if the 40% discount Retail, Hospitality, and Leisure (RHL) Business Rates Relief
has been applied.

If it hasn’t you must apply now. Not having claimed it by the deadline of March 2026 could have
a huge impact on your actual Business Rates Bills going forwards. How much your increase is,
will be based on what you were paying in 2025/6, so if you have not claimed it, you will pay
substantially more after April 2026.

Overview..

To apply for the Retail, Hospitality, and Leisure (RHL) business rates relief scheme, you must
contact your local council. In most cases, if you were eligible for the relief in the previous billing
year, it will be applied automatically to your bill.

How to Apply:

e Automatic Application: If your business already received RHL relief in the prior year, your
local council will likely apply the current year's relief automatically and send a revised bill.
You do not need to take action unless you need to refuse the relief or if you are near the
cash cap.

e New Applications or Missed Relief: If you believe you are eligible but the relief has not
been applied, you must contact your local council's business rates department directly.
They will provide the necessary application or declaration forms (often available on their

website).

Key Details for 2025/2026

¢ Relief Amount: Eligible occupied properties can receive a 40% relief on their business rates
bills for the 2025/2026 billing year (1 April 2025 to 31 March 2026).
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e Cash Cap: The maximum amount of relief a single business can receive is £110,000 across
all its eligible properties in England.

e Subsidy Control Limits: The scheme is subject to the Minimal Financial Assistance limits
under the UK's subsidy control regime. A recipient cannot receive over £315,000 in total
subsidies over a three-year period (the current financial year and the two previous financial

years).

Eligible Properties

Properties that are wholly or mainly used for the following purposes typically qualify:

o Shops, restaurants, cafes, bars, or pubs.
e Cinemas or live music venues.
o Assembly and leisure (e.g., sports clubs, gyms, spas).
o Hotels, guest houses, or self-catering accommodation.
Properties not reasonably accessible to the public or those used for providing financial or

professional services are generally not eligible.

For more detailed information on eligibility and the application process, refer to the

official GOV.UK guidance on business rates relief.

WALES LICENSING BILL — ‘DEVELOPMENT OF TOURISM AND
REGULATION OF VISITOR ACCOMMODATION (WALES) BILL - STAGE 1
SCRUTINY REPORT PUBLISHED

The Stage 1 Scrutiny report has now been published (19 December), the report summarises the
evidence given and makes recommendations from the committee. The report is
available here: https://laiddocuments.senedd.wales/cr-l1d17665-en.pdf

We will provide further detail in the New Year but rest assured we already have a plan for our next
steps.

The next milestone will be the Stage 1 debate on 13 January 2026. Ahead of the debate, the
Government must decide its intentions for the Bill, which are then publicly declared during
the debate.

The Bill then moves forward into Stage 2 of scrutiny, where amendments will be considered. PASC
UK have drafted proposed amendments and have begun liaising with MS’s of all parties, to suggest
collaborative work at this stage — working together is essential, if we are to make the

compressed timeframe work for all involved.

All supporting documentation including oral and written evidence and full transcripts can be found
here: https://business.senedd.wales/mglssueHistoryHome.aspx?Ild=46599.
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FOLLOW PASC UK ON LINKED IN

Linked [}

We hope that engaged readers of this Newsletter will also follow on LinkedIn, the likes and
comments are important, the more thumbs up and clapping emojis that comments get will be
noticed by the very people we are trying to educate and influence. So, for those of you that are
engaged and on LinkedIn, login and follow the following:

@PASC UK

@Alistair Handyside MBE
@Nicola Williamson (Tibbells)
@Alexander Walker MBE

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

e Business Rates: Download the Paper https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/

e Register for the Business Rates Webinar — 7 January.

e WRA Visitor Accommodation Registration Survey
https://onlinel.snapsurveys.com/Interview/14e27d6a-6f92-4526-962c-e2f3963a46ed

e Contact us with feedback on the Licensing Bill

e Participate in the Rural Wales Business Survey 2025

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

1/ PASC UK MEMBERS MEETING ON BUSINESS RATES CHANGES
1100 on Wednesday 7t January 2026.
This will be recorded and placed in the members area of the website

We will be explaining what changes have been made regarding business Rates.

e The increases to Rateable Values

e The reduction in the 40% Hospitality Grant
e The New Multipliers

e Transitional Relief

e And how they all combine together.
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You can book your place here: once your Membership status has been confirmed you will receive
a link to join. https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/rv6 MSfGQS5mhaykTL6JSAA

2/ PASC UK FREE WEBINAR ON BUSINESS RATES CHANGES
1200 on Wednesday 7t January 2026.
This will be recorded and placed in the free area of the website

We will be explaining what changes have been made regarding business Rates.

e The increases to Rateable Values

e The reduction in the 40% Hospitality Grant
e The New Multipliers

e Transitional Relief

e And how they all combine together.

Places are limited by Zoom. If we are oversubscribed, we will convene another webinar.

You can book your place here: (once you have registered you will receive a link to the webinar):
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN qqhWIJIP4SoKqlaMGzznloQ

PASC UK will be present at the following events:

e 16 December. Hospitality Cross Party Group Wales Government. Cardiff

e 13-14 February. Welsh Conservative Conference, Llandudno

e 27-28 February 2026. Plaid Cymru Spring Conference Newport

e 2-8 March 2026 Lib Dem Wales Spring Conference 2026. Leonardo Hotel Cardiff
e 25 March. PASC UK Agency Conference, Tewkesbury

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

IN THE MEDIA

The Guardian: ‘Squeezed from every direction’: pubs voice fury at Reeves’s business rates
changes: https://share.google/ndhzV3mFJYpCfpOVK

The Telegraph: William Sitwell explains I've just opened my first restaurant. Rachel Reeves has
made it hell: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/food-and-drink/restaurants/william-sitwell-
restaurant-opening-chaos/

Times Article: How UK holiday home owners are becoming increasingly unprofitable.
https://www.thetimes.com/life-style/property-home/article/why-holiday-let-owners-are-
struggling-this-christmas-k335r67cf

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK
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As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 -4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 5-10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11+ Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales
Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

Cangen Cymru B4% Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying
Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read
and assess yourselves.
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