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COMMENTARY

It is only week 2 and for the Senedd, it’s only the first week back after Recess but already things
are pretty hectic.

The Stage 1 Debate on the Licencing Bill was on the Senedd Plenary agenda on Day 1, along with
emergency legislation, up there with NHS Winter Pressures and Mental Health - yes, really! Which
gives you an idea of the appetite to get this legislation through regardless of whether it is ready or
not —we would argue ... not!

The PASC UK team dodged the weather warnings to meet up at PASC HQ. This is an important
meeting as this allows us to set goals and prioritise our actions, a task that is so much simpler
when we all get together in one room. The benefits of this extend far beyond the policies as we
are able to have some of those ‘water cooler chats’ as they call them in the US.



The Business Rates ‘fiasco’ continues with further updates below. We have had a minor U-Turn on
Business Rates, but just for pubs at this stage. That’s a start but pubs are not the only ones
suffering and throughout this newsletter you can see what PASC UK and others are doing to get
the roll back extended.

Please, please can everyone take the two minutes it takes to send your MP a letter; you can find
how to do this in the UK Hospitality section below.

MONITOR

PoliMonitor Briefing

PASC UK subscribes to a service called PoliMonitor, which notifies us about anything affecting our
sector both Westminster and the Senedd. Last week they released a briefing note, ‘UK
Politics2026, The agenda to May’. For those of you interested in Politics it makes a really
interesting read, with Local Elections, Welsh and Scottish Parliament Elections all on the 7t"°f May.

You can download a copy of this briefing here:
For Members CLICK HERE
For Non-Members CLICK HERE

Kind regards

Nicky and the PASC team
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

WALES LICENSING BILL
‘Development of Tourism and Regulation of Visitor Accommodation
(Wales) Bill’

The Debate took place in the Senedd on Tuesday and it was agreed to move the Bill to the next
stage with the agreed financial resolutions.


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk

As the main debate was on the General Principles of the Bill much of the detail was not discussed
and it was recommended that more work is required to work through the detail.

These were the key points we took away from the debate:

. Rushed approach — despite the concern expressed by committees, MSes and the sector, -
which resulted in lack of time to consult properly and the potential impact on the policy
intent - it resulted in no delay but simply that this should not form a precedent for future
legislation.

. The responsibility of booking platforms for the accuracy of their listings was a point which
was simply rejected — there was no understanding that this was not practically possible and
it was simply rejected with Al cited as the way of ensuring accuracy.

. There was an appetite for extending the duration of the licence from one year to longer.

. Spare rooms — no change - the scheme will still not cover ‘spare rooms’ although there is
scope to add them in the future. It was considered too complex for the time given i.e.
what would you be licensing ‘only the room’ — not the kitchen, or the bathroom?

. Decisions on extending the scheme will be left to a future Government and subject to a
further scrutiny.

. Mark Drakeford again reiterated that he anticipated the WRA being the central Licensing
Authority.

. There was reference to the lack of data and that it was not known how many would be
affected by the Bill, but there was no appetite to delay until after the Registration scheme.

. There is more work to be done on enforcement.

Other commitments include:

. A post-implementation review will be written into the law.

. Setting the licence fees will require a vote of the Senedd.

. A revised Impact Assessment will be published as the Bill progresses.

. Any future expansion of the scheme will be subject to a minimum scrutiny period.

There were some excellent interactions which included Rhys Ab Mabon, MS who raised various
points including the Cumulative Impact of all current legislation and the lack of a cumulative
impact assessment. He went on to share his concern of the 335 ‘spare rooms’ rented out in
Cardiff which will NOT be required to meet even the minimum of safety standards for their guests.
He shared a number of examples of evidence which had been presented including from PASC and
other partner organisations — North Wales Tourism and West Wales Holiday Cottages.

Jenny Rathbone MS, cited some examples where she felt the licensing scheme would help
including preventing double-booking for AirBNBs, which does not fit within the policy aims.

You can watch the full debate here: https://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Archive/60a04b69-a5f7-
4035-92¢9-492496b6f8c8?startPos=16908&autostart=True (forward to 4:42)

The next stage will be to work together with all involved to try to reach consensus on amendments
which will enhance the Bill and make it the best it can be for Government and for the Sector.


https://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Archive/60a04b69-a5f7-4035-92c9-492496b6f8c8?startPos=16908&autostart=True
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We have created a highly detailed, section by section document which covers the changes that are
needed along with a shorter summary document. These are available on the PASC UK website —
here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/

This has also been shared with all MSes and with the Bill team and our colleagues at Visit Wales.

The Stage 1 Scrutiny report is available here: https://laiddocuments.senedd.wales/cr-1d17665-
en.pdf.

EPC CAMPAIGN KEEPS PUSHING ON

We don’t yet have any material update on EPCs yet and don’t even have a timeframe. So we
continue the battle.

We saw another serious and well-informed challenge in Westminster from Jayne Kirkham MP, who
has invested the time to understand how our sector actually works. She asked the Housing

Department why holiday lets are being pulled into the EPC regime and whether the Government
has looked at sector specific data such as occupancy patterns, energy use and seasonality.

The minister replied with the familiar line that EPCs help owners understand their buildings and that
the consultation was designed to provide clarity. She pointed to the impact assessment and said
responses from the sector are being analysed, with a Government reply due in due course.

That answer ducks the heart of Jayne’s question. Knowing the EPC score of a building is not the same
as being able to spend tens of thousands of pounds retrofitting it. We will keep working with MPs
like Jayne who are pressing for evidence-based policy rather than blunt regulation.

BUSINESS RATES - LET’S GET BEHIND UK HOSPITALITY’S CAMPAIGN

We need a hospitality-
wide solution to

business rates.
UCH

UKHOSPITALITY
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We would like to ask all Members and Readers to get behind the UK Hospitality campaign to get
significant change to Business Rates.

For those of us in the sector that pay them, it is a huge burden, and all that read this newsletter
must be mindful that change is coming for all of us, the Government is looking again at the 70 days
threshold, and how Small Business Rates Relief works for our sector. See dedicated section on this
in the Newsletter.

For those of you that read this that are currently below the threshold, please take a few minutes
to join us in supporting UK Hospitality on this subject. The changes to the Business Rates threshold
impact so many of the restaurants, pubs, cafes, tourist attractions and high streets that your
Guests use when staying with you — they are a key part of your Guests experience.

PASC UK is a fully paid-up Member of UKHospitality and we have been in contact with them
throughout this recent debacle in making sure that the self-catering sector is included in the
lobbying.

We would like as many of you as possible to take part in sending a letter to your MP. The UKH
system is very similar to the PASC UK iParls.

CLICK HERE and you can enter your Postcode, and up come some details about the Constituency,
and on the right is a link to email your MP. As with the PASC UK version you can personalise the
letter and press send.

This is what it looks like. Let’s get as many letters in as we possibly can!

UCIH i - ED@

UKHOSPITALITY
€ Honiton and Sidmouth

This constituency dashboard presents the average business rates bill changes for a typical hospitality premises in your area, Use the w your MP tool to get their supp:
based on the 2026 revaluation and the staged withdrawal of transitional relief. encou government to take action on business
rates
It highlights:
+ Rates payable in each year from 20z 6 to 2028/29 Richard Foord A
« Cash and percentage incr foe
« How your constituency compares to regional and national trends ChvrilPoes )

These figures illustrate the pressures facing local venues and support informed discussions with Government Ministers about
the real impact hospitality businesses in every constituency are feeling

For the hospitality sector in this constituency

Total projected increase in business rates over 3 years Number of hospitality venues in constituency

£ 21,709 1,117

National average : £ 25,431 National average : 356

Ranking : #265 Ranking : #29

Trade Associations are also writing to the Chancellor, and it starts with...
Business rates revaluation — accommodation sector input
Dear Chancellor

As accommodation members of UKHospitality, we are writing in relation to recent changes to the
business rates revaluations announced around the Budget last year. We are a mix of traditional


https://visualisation.polimapper.co.uk/?dataSetKey=ukh-scrap-hospitality-tax-hike-england&client=ukhospitality

hotels, self-catering businesses, holiday parks, high end hotels and value propositions. We provide
holidays year-round to British people and attract international visitors.

Accommodation businesses in the UK — many of which are small and medium sized businesses —
will see significant increases in their business rates bills over the next three years. Etc...

PASC UK has signed this letter. We expect there to be more developments this week, watch out on
PASC UK ‘s Facebook page and in next week’s Newsletter.

BUSINESS RATES INCREASES — FURTHER UPDATE

There has been a U-turn but so far only for pubs. It is a positive first step, but we need to be
advocating for relief throughout the sector. Detailed reports on the impact of rising costs within
our sector have been provided to all relevant Government Departments.

We strongly encourage everyone to take just two minutes to write to their MP; instructions can be
found in the UK Hospitality section above.

In the news yesterday the Business Secretary admitted that they had not properly included the
increases to Rateable Values from the VOA in their overall calculations. This calls into play all the
normal Budget ‘shouty stuff’... ‘Lowest business Rates since 1991’ .... ‘All taxpayers will pay a lower
rate than they do now’ into sharp context.

This will run and run and hopefully result in significant roll back and change. As said earlier you can
all help, and support all these businesses around you, not only our sector that are critical to all our
businesses, by sending that email to your MPs.

There is a good news piece here from the Telegraph for those that have a subscription that covers
the latest embarrassing developments HERE.

The Government has spent the last weeks trying to calm nerves after a wave of warnings about
the hospitality industry.

Ministers have responded by stressing that pubs will continue to get protection in England
through Small Business Rates Relief and transitional caps following the 2026 revaluation.
Parliamentary committees have acknowledged that without this relief many pubs simply would
not survive, especially in rural and community settings.

That recognition is welcome. It matters that Government finally admits the recent changes have
been deeply damaging for pubs. However, the frustration for the rest of hospitality is obvious. The
same pressures are being felt right across the visitor economy including professional self-catering,
hotels, restaurants, attractions and the high street. Yet the political focus has landed almost
exclusively on pubs.


https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2026/01/12/pub-tax-raid-business-rates-peter-kyle/

UKHospitality are taking an industry wide approach, and many MPs are also pushing back. We are
keeping an intense eye on this and doing all we can to help force another government U-turn.

Business Rates is dictated by Westminster but their application, as we know can be different in
Wales but this is firmly on our agenda for Wales also.

Where to find the Business Rates Papers
We have three papers which may help you navigate through this nightmare.

The first one explains what the changes have been since the Budget and in publication of the 2026
Ratings list. It includes the full understanding of how Welsh Business Rates bills will be affected
from April 2026.Next to it on the website is a calculator that you can download to assess the impact
on your own business.

UPDATE ON BUSINESS RATE
CHANGES EFFECTIVE APRIL 2026

DECEMBER 2025

PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

England —~ Lloegr Wales g Cymru

We also have two other papers; one explains how to Check and Challenge your 2023 Rateable Value.
You only have until the 31st of March 2026 to do this. If you want to query your 2026 Rateable
Value, use the New Guidance at the top.

@

HOW TO CHECK (AND BEING MOVED FROM BUSINESS
POSSIBLY CHALLENGE) RATES TO COUNCIL TAX
YOUR RATEABLE VALUE 0\ MAY 2025

PASC PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk www.pascuk.co.uk

You can download them here if you are a Member

Or you can download them here if you’re not a Member

If you are a Member and struggling with any aspect of Business Rates let us know by emailing
nicky@pascuk.co.uk or support@pascuk.co.uk



https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk

PASC UK POLICY GROUP MEETING

Last week the PASC UK Policy Team, which meets weekly by zoom, met in person at Higher
Wiscombe, for full review of last year, PASC UK policy positions and priorities, and discuss how we
can work more effectively together to push pack on the myriad of interventions that we are trying
to head off or mitigate.

Rick Wild, Travel Chapter. Ben Edgar-Spier, Forge Holiday Group. James Whitbread, Awaze. Livvy Handyside, PASC UK. Robin
Leatherbarrow, PASC UK. Nicky Williamson, PASC UK. Alistair Handyside, PASC UK. lain Stewart, PASC UK. Alex Walker, PASC UK.
Zoey Weissman, PASC UK.

We have pulled together a really talented and knowledgeable group, and a range of new initiatives
were raised and agreed, in order to both improve the advocacy work and also to do more on
trying to change the negative narrative around our sector, (second homes, empty homes,
hollowing out communities etc) a current example being the popular ‘Thank You’ posters.

We will be updating the Policy Positions to reflect the current 2026 reality, no significant changes,
and updating the Terms of Reference for the team shortly and putting on the website. We will let
you know when these are published.

We also discussed a range of initiatives to help change the narrative, and you will see
developments to assist this over the coming weeks and months, many of which Members and
readers will be able to support and take part in.

We would like to thank the Policy Team on behalf of all Members and Readers, they come
together every week for a two-hour review of all the threads of work we are undertaking, and all

take actions and parts of this work on. This makes the self-catering sectors voice louder, more data
driven and broader. Thank you all.

LOCAL AUTHORITY SURVEYS / CONSULTATIONS

Cardiff City Council:

Cardiff Council full levy consultation. This can be reviewed here:



https://www.cardiff.gov.uk/ENG/Your-Council/Have-your-say/Live-Consultations/Visitor-levy-

consultation/Pages/default.aspx#tanchor 4

Gwynedd: https://arolwg.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/index.php/933431

Gwynedd Council’s survey asks about Tourism in your area and the Tourism Levy

You are asked at the beginning if you live in Gwynedd and can proceed ONLY if you answer “Yes, a
full time resident” to the first question. They are only seeking input from full-time residents. The
questionnaire then goes on to ask questions such as “In your view, does the tourism generate
negative consequences in your community?”

There is no opportunity to write comments.
There is no stated closing date.

We will be putting together some general notes on the Tourism Levy, intended to provide
background and data to consider when completing all surveys and consultations on adoption of
the Tourism Levy.

This will be made available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/.

FOLLOW PASC UK ON LINKED IN

Linked [

We hope that engaged readers of this Newsletter will also follow on LinkedIn, the likes and

comments are important, the more thumbs up and clapping emojis that comments get will be
noticed by the very people we are trying to educate and influence. So, for those of you that are
engaged and on LinkedIn, login and follow the following:

@PASC UK

@Alistair Handyside MBE
@Nicola Williamson (Tibbells)
@Alexander Walker MBE


https://www.cardiff.gov.uk/ENG/Your-Council/Have-your-say/Live-Consultations/Visitor-levy-consultation/Pages/default.aspx#anchor_4
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WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

e Get behind the UKHospitality Campaign to ensure self-catering is included in the Business
Rates lobbying CLICK HERE
e Business Rates: Download the Paper https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/

e Listen to the Business Rates Webinar.
e Contact us with feedback on the Licensing Bill

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

PASC UK will be present at the following events:

e 13-14 February. Welsh Conservative Conference, Llandudno

e 27-28 February 2026. Plaid Cymru Spring Conference Newport

e  6-8 March 2026 Lib Dem Wales Spring Conference 2026. Leonardo Hotel Cardiff
e 25 March. PASC UK Agency Conference, Tewkesbury

e CLA Cymru Conference

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

e PASC UK MEMBERS MEETING ON BUSINESS RATES CHANGES (MEMBERS) - 7" January 2026.
e PASC UK FREE WEBINAR ON BUSINESS RATES CHANGES (NON-MEMBERS) - 7t January 2026.
Explaining what changes have been made regarding business Rates.

e The increases to Rateable Values

e The reduction in the 40% Hospitality Grant

e The New Multipliers

e Transitional Relief

e And how they all combine together.

IN THE MEDIA

The Telegraph: This article discusses how the Government ‘misled’ the public over their tax raid
on pubs as a result of the Business Rates changes... and how that came about:
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2026/01/12/pub-tax-raid-business-rates-peter-kyle/
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The BBC: Report more than 2,000 pubs, restaurants and hotels are expected to close this year due
to rising business rates, wage costs and energy bills combining into a perfect storm for the sector:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c8e57dexlylo

Daily Post: Reports on the cost of the Licensing Scheme: https://www.dailypost.co.uk/whats-
on/whats-on-news/32m-bombshell-holiday-owners-wales-33223305

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 -4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

2026 MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATES

#RPASC #2pasc

AELOD - MEMBER m‘VE"MBER
Tystysgrif Aelodaeth 2026 Membership Certificate 2026
Membership Certificate 2026
www.pascuk.co.uk www.pascuk.co.uk
Cymdeithas Hunan-Arlwywyr Proffesiynol - The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK LTD The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK 1.TD
PASC UK LTD. Registered No 10923165. Robson House, Chapel Street, Honiton, Devon, EX14 1EU PASC UK LTD. Registered No 10923165. Robson House, Chapel Street, Honiton, Devon, EX14 1EU

2026 Membership certificates in both English and Welsh can now be downloaded from the
Members area here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-downloads/

Once downloaded, you will have a PDF file which you will be able to print and handwrite your
business name onto or type it into before printing.
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You can also download Membership logos, and there is s form if you wish to order English and
Welsh Membership Stickers.

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales

Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

reports/

$#2 PASC

Cangen Cymru Y& Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying
Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read
and assess yourselves.
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