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COMMENTARY  
 
Welcome back to everyone and wishing you all a healthy and prosperous 2026. We start 2026 at full 
speed: a Consultation looming on both a Tourism Tax for England and a Call for Evidence on Business 
Rates, that includes reviewing the 70-day letting threshold in England and looking at possible reform 
to Small Business Rates Relief that so many of you benefit from. Both have the same closing date; the 
18th of  February and we will be providing Guidance Notes on both to assist you all in responding to 
the Government on these asap. 
 
We have been made aware of Local Consultations into Tourism Taxes, (Yorkshire, Cornwall etc) and 
that these have earlier closing dates, we will get something out to help you respond to these. 
 
We are also working our way through the new Rateable Values announced around the same time as 
the Budget, which contained significant increases for our sector, and have started work with the VOA 
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on looking at how they were arrived at. This is the first increase in three Revaluations, having 
previously been able to negotiate reductions. 
 
These increases have been compounded by the way that the Governments in England and Wales have 
withdrawn the 40% discount from April and only reduced the multipliers by a fraction of what had 
been anticipated. The complex methodology of transitional relief making the whole system so 
complex it took weeks to fully unravel as we awaited answers from both Governments. We are 
working with other Stakeholders, notably the work that UKH are doing to try and get reversal on at 
least some parts of these increases.  
 
The Update on Business Rate Changes Effective April 2026 V3 is available to all and will help those 
affected navigate through the changes. There is also a spreadsheet calculator to help you understand 
the rolling increase for your business over the next three years.  
 

 
 
It can be found here for Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/  
 
And here for Non-Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/  
 
This Thursday we welcome the PASC UK Policy Team to Higher Wiscombe for full on session to look at 
all the Policy Positions, where they need updating, what are the priorities in the wake of further 
interventions, and to understand what additional resources we need to make further progress.  
 
Before Christmas the PASC UK Team met up with the team at the ASSC (Association of Scotland Self-
caterers) and have really accelerated what the partnership will bring to Members of both 
Associations. We are excited about the value that this will bring to you all and there is more detail on 
this below. 
 
PASC UK Cymru will be having a big push in Wales over the coming weeks as we seek to try and 
improve the Development of Tourism and Regulation of Visitor Accommodation (Wales) Bill. This is 
the ‘Licensing Bill’ and it had significant flaws in it, for example, those that let only rooms won’t have 
to be included, and many other crass errors. These have occurred primarily because of the unseemly 
haste that this Bill is being rushed through as Senedd time evaporates before the Elections this year. 
We have been told that ‘spare rooms’ have been excluded as they haven’t had time to come up with a 
definition. Unbelievable. 
 
Can you guess what the first Bill that the Senedd will be working on when they return? Might it be 
something to do with Health, Education? Transport? Growth perhaps? No, it’s the Licensing Bill with 
all its flaws. This is not emergency legislation, and it needs more changes before it has any chance of 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
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being a success and we are working hard with Stakeholders and MSs of all parties to see that they are 
made.  
 
On a more positive note, we are much further forwards in pulling together a series of Webinars and 
Meetings, focussed on how to grow your business, working with some established and many new 
partners. Look out for this in future newsletters. 
 
In the meantime, once again, we wish you all the very best for 2026. 
 
Thanks for your support. 
 
Alistair and all at Team PASC UK 

 
EXTENDING THE PARTNERSHIP WITH THE ASSC (ASSOCIATION OF SCOTLANDS SELF-CATERERS) 
 

 
Alex Walker PASC UK, Fiona Campbell ASSC, Alistair Handyside PASC UK outside HM Treasury 

 
Just before Christmas, the Association of Scotland's Self-Caterers & PASC UK met in Glasgow to plan 
how best to collaborate in 2026. We'd already established a Memorandum of Understanding in 
October 24.  
 
Our self-catering sector is under relentless pressure from the three Govts we collectively deal with 
and extending our MoU will help in many ways.  
 
Whilst we'll always retain our separate IDs there is huge value for our Members and the sector by the 
two Associations working as closely as possible together. 
 
Both the ASSC & PASC UK start from a shared DNA of supporting operators first and foremost. 
Without our Members, there is no sector, no need for platforms, no need for a tech sector for ‘short-
term rentals’.  
 
Our common DNA reflects this ambition. If we can help support and sustain operators, combined with 
their amazing resilience, the sector can move forwards through the changing tax and regulatory 
landscape, to where great businesses can enjoy more bookings at higher average daily rates. There 
are some easy wins… 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/association-of-scotland%27s-self-caterers/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pasc-uk/
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- Both the ASSC and PASC UK have large vaults of sector information, data, papers on everything from 
EV charging to health and safety support. We're cross referencing our lists making the combined 
resource available to our Members 
 
- We both have Members benefits for our Members, we will be seeing how many of these can apply 
to all our Members 
 
- We will be working much more closely on Trade Partners, to bring greater value to both our 
Members and partners 
 
- We will be sharing the vast amount of technical and tax advice that both Associations have invested 
heavily in, offering real financial savings to both 
  
- We will be collaborating on sustainability initiatives for the sector, having carried out a joint survey 
with our Members 
 
- We will be pressing those platforms and tech companies that benefit so much from the investment 
that our Members make in their businesses who do not currently contribute to the advocacy work 
that they benefit from, to do so 
 
- Crucially, we will be actively sharing legal challenge wins and regulatory victories across jurisdictions, 
demonstrating clearly that informed, coordinated action works. Pooling knowledge and learning from 
each other’s legal experience is central to building a more confident and unified UK-wide approach. 
 
The self-catering/short-term rental sector is key to the visitor economy, nowhere more so than in 
rural and coastal locations, where our sector provides the bedstock that supports the pubs, 
restaurants, visitor attractions and more.  
 
There's much to do to get Ministers, politicians and officials across the UK to understand the real 
value of our sector, to stop the conflation with empty and second homes, and look at us an industry 
of amazing micro businesses and self-starters. We'll work flat out to do that. 
 
Watch out for further developments in the early 2026 

 
BUSINESS RATES UPDATE ENGLAND AND WALES 6 January 
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V3 of the Update on Business Rate Changes, Effective April 2026, is now available on the website. This 
now finally includes the full understanding of how Welsh Business Rates bills will be affected from 
April 2026. It has taken this long to get all the relevant questions answered by the English and Welsh 
Governments. 
 
The changes are complex and will hit many businesses hard, so we are making our guidance on this 
free for all to download. However, only PASC UK members will have access to phone and email 
support.  We will also be running webinars, see below.  
 
To download the guides, and a calculator that will estimate what your new payments will be, please 
go to: 
 

• For Non-Members Click Here  
• For Members Click Here  

 
Meetings and Webinars 
 
PASC UK are holding two online meetings tomorrow to explain what is happening and to answer any 
questions you may have: 
 
PASC UK Members Meeting on Business Rates 
1100 Wednesday 7 January – Register Here 
 
PASC UK Webinar on Business Rates for Non-Members 
1200 Wednesday 7 January – Register Here  
 
2023 Rateable Values 
 
The opportunity to try and change your 2023 Rateable Value (RV) runs out on the 31 March 2026. To 
do this requires going through, the ‘Claim, Check, Challenge, Appeal’ process. This sounds daunting 
but is now a reasonably straightforward process and PASC UK have a Guidance Notes on How to do 
this. 
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/rv6MSfGQS5mhaykTL6J8AA
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qqhWJlP4SoKqIaMGzznloQ
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PASC UK Members can also get email and phone assistance if required to help with this process. 
 
You can find these Papers here: 
 
Members Click Here 
Non-Members Click Here 
 
2026 Draft Rateable Values 
 
If you have received a Draft Rateable Value (DRV) that will take effect from April 2026 and you think it 
is too high, then you we have been advised by the VOA that this is the process to go through. We 
understand that the deadline for this will also be 31 March 2026 but are checking that and will update 
next week. 
 
From the VOA: 
 

“Your members have the following options. 
  

• Online enquiry form accessible from FIND A BUSINESS RATE VALUATION website Find a 
business rates valuation - GOV.UK 

• Email to existing contact inboxes    ndrrevaluation@voa.gov.uk 
• Our Helpline- customers can call us on the usual phone numbers, where they will find a 

new menu option for Draft List Enquiries.    
England 03000 501 501  Wales 03000 505 505 

• Our Central Postal Address at Valuation Office Agency, Wycliffe House, Green Lane, 
Durham, DH1 3UW” 

  
Time Scales 
  
“For 90% of enquiries whether online, or by email, phone or post within 20 working days 
  
For complex enquiries, we aim to resolve 95% within 30 working days 
  
If an enquiry has not been resolved within 30 working days, we will provide the customer with an 
update.” 

 
FROM PASC UK 
 
PASC UK can assist Members in whether there is likely to be any change to their DRV before 
contacting the VOA. Please be aware that DRVs can go up as well as down, so until you are confident 
that your DRV is too high you should not apply for a review. 
 
We will be releasing next week PASC UK Guidance Notes on how to go about doing this.  

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/how-to-check-and-possibly-challenge-your-rateable-value/
https://www.gov.uk/find-business-rates
https://www.gov.uk/find-business-rates
mailto:ndrrevaluation@voa.gov.uk
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If you are a Member and struggling with any aspect of Business Rates let us know by emailing 
support@pascuk.co.uk  

 
INSURANCE NOTE: POLICY EXCESSES – ARE THEY WORTH THE PREMIUM SAVING? 
 

This week we bring you another ‘insurance explanatory note’ from David Morris at J.L Morris 
(Insurance Brokers) Ltd. We are working on a wider PASC UK Insurance Paper and will try and get this 
out as soon as possible. 
 
All insurance policies will have a compulsory excess (otherwise known as a deductible), and this 
excess can be increased in exchange for a premium reduction.  Or does it? 
 
Different insurers will have different discounts for voluntary excesses, and the starting point at which 
their compulsory excess starts will also be different.  Before you go ahead with any insurance, be it 
self-catering, home, car or other property insurances, discover if the saving is worthwhile. 
 
In general terms the lower the starting point, the less the premium saving makes financial sense.  
Using our self-catering scheme as the example you will see from the following that if you ask for an 
increased excess there is no premium saving as this is the minimum annual premium: 
 
  £   100.00 general excess  £152.58 
  £   250.00 general excess  £152.58 
  £   500.00 general excess  £152.58 
  £1,000.00 general excess  £152.58 
 
The advice is to ask your Insurance Broker for, firstly, the lowest general excess for the policy you are 
considering, and then to see what happens at the next step up.  The saving maybe nothing! 
 
However, if the premium is somewhat higher, then the idea of an increased excess becomes more 
attractive so long as the premium saving does not wipe out the increase in the excess.  As an example: 
 
  £   100.00 general excess  £1,900.00 
  £   250.00 general excess  £1,781.48 
  £   500.00 general excess   £1,614.54 
  £1,000.00 general excess  £1,375.92 
 
You can see that by increasing the excess by £900.00 i.e. from the lowest level to £1,000.00 the 
premium saving is £524.08 – sensible if you do not claim.  If you wanted to increase the £250.00 
excess to £500.00 the premium saving is £166.94 – and only you can decide if that is sensible. 
 
I have referred to a ‘general excess’, and this means that most claims will have this deducted from any 
claim payment.  It is very usual for any policy to have a separate escape of water excess – usually 
£500.00 – and a separate excess for subsidence, heave and landslip which is usually £1,000.00.  An 
insurer can impose an excess outside of these, and if you are in a high flood area you are very likely to 
find a separate, much higher, flood excess.  It is also sometimes known that if you are in an area 
particularly prone to storm that the storm excess will be higher.  If you have had a string of claims, 
you may find that the so-called ‘general excess’ is increased for the next few years until you cease 
having regular claims. 

mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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David J Morris ACII          www.selfcateringinsurance.co.uk  
Chartered Insurance Broker                                                      info@jlmorris.co.uk  
J L Morris (Insurance Brokers) Limited 
 

PASC UK BUYING CLUB. EXTRA DISCOUNT AT TRADEPOINT UNTIL 16 JANUARY 
 

Tradepoint Latest Offers! 

We're pleased to share with you the latest Tradepoint Offer, which start on the 5th of January and 

end on the 16th of January 2026! 

  

Enjoy extra 10% savings 

Plus if you have already signed up for the Tradepoint discount through Purchasing for Business you'll 

receive our 10% discount on top* of the latest promotional offers. 

See Website for end dates.  

  

Start Saving Today - For Free! 

If you are a PASC UK Members and haven’t signed up to the FREE PASC UK Buying Club you can do so 

going to this page in the Members area: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/pasc-uk-buying-club/   

 
Or by emailing support@pascuk.co.uk  

 
 
2026 MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATES 
 

 
 
2026 Membership certificates in both English and Welsh can now be downloaded from the Members 
area here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-downloads/  
 
Once downloaded, you will have a PDF file which you will be able to print and handwrite your 
business name onto or type it into before printing.  
 
You can also download Membership logos, and there is s form if you wish to order English and Welsh 
Membership Stickers. 

http://www.selfcateringinsurance.co.uk/
mailto:info@jlmorris.co.uk
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/pasc-uk-buying-club/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-downloads/
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PASC UK WEBINAR PROGRAME FOR JANUARY 2026 
 
Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at: 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/  Members only recordings are in the Members area.  

 
A new Programme for 2026 is currently being worked on and will be revealed early in January. This 
will cover a wide range of topics, from ways to boost your business, to sustainability, Making Tax 
Digital, Capital Allowances, Mortgages, Business Rates and much, much, more. 
 
1/ PASC UK MEMBERS MEETING ON BUSINESS RATES CHANGES 
 
1100 on Wednesday 7th January 2026. 
 
This will be recorded and placed in the members area of the website 
 
We will be explaining what changes have been made regarding business Rates. 
 

• The increases to Rateable Values 

• The reduction in the 40% Hospitality Grant 

• The New Multipliers 

• Transitional Relief 

• And how they all combine together. 
 
Places are limited by Zoom. If we are oversubscribed, we will convene another meeting. Please 
register using a link below – once your Membership status has been confirmed you will receive a 
link to join. 
 
You can book your place here: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/rv6MSfGQS5mhaykTL6J8AA  
 
2/ PASC UK FREE WEBINAR ON BUSINESS RATES CHANGES 
 
1200 on Wednesday 7th January 2026. 
 
This will be recorded and placed in the free area of the website 
 

We will be explaining what changes have been made regarding business Rates. 
 

• The increases to Rateable Values 

• The reduction in the 40% Hospitality Grant 

• The New Multipliers 

• Transitional Relief 

• And how they all combine together. 
 
Places are limited by Zoom. If we are oversubscribed, we will convene another webinar. Once you 
have registered you will receive a link to the webinar, plus reminders. 
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/rv6MSfGQS5mhaykTL6J8AA
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You can book your place here: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qqhWJlP4SoKqIaMGzznloQ  

 

PASC UK SUPPORT PAPERS PROGRAMME  

The first of these reports are ready for Download. Further updates on the remaining work in progress 
will follow. 

Newly Published Reports 

1/ Update on Business Rate Changes Effective April 2026. V3 

This paper has been updated in line with new information on the changes and includes example of 
how the changes come into effect through Transitional Relief over the coming years. We also 
provide a link to a spreadsheet that can help you calculate your own Business Rates Bills over the 
coming years. 

This paper explains the complex arrangements around changes to Business Rates for self-catering 
announced in the Budget. 

Members can find it here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/  
Non-Members here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/  

These were launched in conjunction with a PASC UK Members Meeting with the Solicitor that wrote 
the papers.  

The papers can be downloaded here as part of the Longer Term Lets Pack: 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/pasc-uk-legal-pack/ 

The Meeting recording will be available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-only-
webinars/   

2/ The PASC UK Self-Catering Owner Survey 2025 

This paper can be download from here for Non-Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/  
Or from here for Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/  

Work in Progress Reports and Papers and expected lead times 

14/ Impacts of Government Interventions on Self-catering in England and Wales. This report is 
primarily a Government facing document, to illustrate the combined cost impact of all the 20+ 
interventions over the last three years. This Report also needs data from the survey, as the costs of 
Fire Regs and FHL abolition are key to this work. Expected in January. 
 
15/ An Insurance Whitepaper. We have commenced work on an insurance Paper to help make sure 
that you are getting the right policy, asking the right questions of insurers and much more. Expected 
in January. 

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND IMPORTANT MEETINGS AHEAD  
 
PASC UK will be present at the following events:  

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qqhWJlP4SoKqIaMGzznloQ
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/pasc-uk-legal-pack/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-only-webinars/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-only-webinars/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/
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• 27 January. Visit Cornwall meeting, Eden Project 

• 3 February. West Country Tourism Conference, Westpoint, Exeter. 

• 3 February. South West Tourism Alliance Dinner, Higher Wiscombe 

• 5-6 February. Shadow Minister Tour of SW England 

• 3 March. Tourism Alliance council Meeting 

• 18th March. Tourism Alliance Conference and Commons Reception 

• 25 March. PASC UK Agency Conference, Tewkesbury 

• 20 May. Tourism Alliance Council Meeting 

• 10 June. Scale Brighton 

• 23 June. Scottish Agri Tourism Conference 

• 5 September. Reform Conference 

• 19 September. Liberal Democrats Conference 

• 27 September. Labour Conference 

• 4 October. Conservative Party Conference 

• 11 October. Premier Cottages Conference 

• 24 October. Scale Barcelona  

IN PERSON PASC UK MEMBER MEETINGS  

This year we have covered the following, the Cotswolds, Cornwall, Devon, North and SW Wales, the 
Lake District and Northumberland. Given diary commitments alongside the Political Party 
Conferences, we will be providing dates for your diaries for the new year in due course.  
 
Next year will see these meetings updated to offer more value and content to Members. If members 
have suggestions for either the content of the meetings or suitable venues in their area, please let 
support@pascuk.co.uk know.  
 
Key targets for us to attend for the first time are: 
 

• Norfolk/Suffolk 

• Yorkshire 

• Southeast/Brighton 

• Mid Wales 
 
Happy to get suggestions for venues, as we look to plan further events around England and Wales.  
 
We apply a nominal charge of £10 per person to cover venue hire, tea, coffee and biscuits and 
attendance is for Members only. All Members from all areas are welcome. 
  
If you have any questions or suggestions for changes to Members Meetings, please contact 
Livvy: support@pascuk.co.uk with the subject line “PASC UK Members Meeting”. 
 
SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  
 
There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering sector. 
We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more funds. 

mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying done on 
behalf of the sector.  
 
We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and 
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with 
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds 
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.  
 
Membership fees are as follows:  
 

• Single cottage £90 plus VAT  

• 2 – 4 Units £150 plus VAT  

• 5 – 10 Units £235 plus VAT  

• 11 + Units £335 plus VAT  

 
Members get telephone support and priority email support.  
 
You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit 
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  
 
Wishing every one of you all the best. 
 
Best regards 
 
Alistair Handyside MBE 
Executive Chair 
The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK 
www.pascuk.co.uk 
support@pascuk.co.uk 

 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
The content of this newsletter does not constitute legal advice. PASC UK are not legally qualified and make no 
representation or warranty of any kind regarding the completeness, accuracy, adequacy, availability, validity, reliability 
and suitability of the information contained herein. Any reliance you place on such material is therefore strictly at your own 
risk and PASC UK will not be liable for any losses/damages you suffer as a result of your reliance. 
 
If you wish to unsubscribe, please respond saying ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. Thanks  
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk

