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PASC UK WALES NEWSLETTER 
05 February 2026 

 
Today’s update includes: 
 

• Commentary 

• Business Rates Wales Update 

• Wales Licensing Bill (DTRVA) - Stage Two 

• Statutory Registration Update 

• Wales Election Web Page Launch 

• Cumulative Impact Report Launch 

• PASC UK Annual Report 

• Insurance Note from Jl Morris – Risks Of Under-Occupancy 

• EPC – Short-Term Accommodation Excluded from MEES [REPEAT] 

• Local Authority Surveys / Consultations – Cardiff & Gwynedd [STILL ACTIVE] 

• Follow PASC UK on LinkedIn  

• What we need from you this week? 

• Dates for the Diary 

• In the media 

• 2026 Membership Certificates 

• Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK Cymru 

• Disclaimer 
 
 

 

COMMENTARY 
 

This week we saw an announcement from Welsh Government on how they propose to support 

Pubs with business rates, we wait with bated breath to see the next stage of the Licensing Scheme 

to be debated in the ETRA Committee today and we bring an update on the next stage with 

Registration.  You can read more on each of these below. 

 

We also have several papers and documents to share with you: 

 

- The PASC Annual Report - as we fly through the weeks and lunge from one consultation to the 

next, it is easy to forget what we all do along the way.  The Annual Report is the point where we 

write this up and as we read it back we realise just what a year it has been.  It’s a visual 
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document, which is easy to read. Grab a coffee and download it and then… take a moment to 

join me in thanking each and every one of you who support each other and support our sector 

every day.  The numbers tell a great story. 

 

- The Cumulative Impact Report – You all know the ‘Firework’ only too well. This has been an 

incredibly impactful tool in our meetings.  We have updated ‘the firework’ - not least the 

excitement of moving EPCs from a Red arrow to a Green arrow! – and now we are sharing the 

report which supports the Visual. 

 

- PASC Cymru Wales Election Webpage: With fewer than 100 days until polling day, our primary 

focus in Wales must now be the election. We are committed to ensuring that all political parties 

are fully informed so their manifestos reflect a considered and evidence-based approach to 

interventions that affect our sector. Tourism and agriculture are two of the most significant 

sectors in Wales, working side by side to support and sustain our rural communities and we 

should rightly feature in every Party Manifesto. 

 
On that note, we have been meeting with MSes of major parties this week including Plaid Cymru, 

Conservatives and Reform UK.  Next week we are meeting with the Green Party and still hopeful of 

further meetings with both Labour and Liberal Democrats. 

 
In the meantime, the PASC Team are hard at it in England with 2 major consultations underway for 

Business Rates and a potential Tourism Tax for England. 

 

Never a dull moment… 

 

Kind regards 

 
Nicky and the PASC team 
PASC UK – Wales Branch  
nicky@pascuk.co.uk  
 
 

BUSINESS RATES UPDATE – WALES 
 

Following the backlash resulting from the large increase in business rates from April 2026, the 

Welsh Government has announced a new 15% business rates relief for food and drink hospitality 

properties, including pubs, restaurants and live music venues. 

 

Written Statement: Non-domestic rates relief for food and drink hospitality in 2026-27 (3 February 

2026) | GOV.WALES  

Disappointingly, this does not extend to accommodation providers such as self-catering or hotels, 

nor to leisure facilities such as visitor attractions. 

 

mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-non-domestic-rates-relief-food-and-drink-hospitality-2026-27
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-non-domestic-rates-relief-food-and-drink-hospitality-2026-27
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At present ‘retail, hospitality and leisure’ businesses receive a 40% business rates discount which in 

Wales is being removed from 1 April 2026. The Welsh Government’s announcement means that 

pubs and restaurants will continue to get some relief, though at a reduced 15% level and for one 

year only. Unfortunately, operators in the self-catering sector who pay business rates will not have 

a similar cushion and will see large increases from 1 April. 

 

The following article covers the story and the discussion which took place in the Senedd Chamber: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cpv7gj30vgmo  

  

 

WALES LICENSING BILL  

‘Development of Tourism and Regulation of Visitor Accommodation 

(Wales) Bill’ 
 
This stage of the Scrutiny process is taking place largely between the ETRA Committee, the Bill 

team/Cabinet Secretary, and MSs from each party. 

 

Amendments were submitted last week by the Cabinet Secretary, Mark Drakeford, as well as by 

Rhys ap Owen, Luke Fletcher and Sam Kurtz. We are pleased to have engaged with all of the above 

MSs, in addition to the Bill team who support the Cabinet Secretary. 

 

As you will recall, we compiled and circulated our proposed amendments. The majority of our 

priority amendments have now been tabled, and we will be watching closely how these are debated 

later today. 

 

We would like to thank Rhys, Luke and Sam, along with the Bill team, for taking the time to engage 

with us and for their support throughout this process. We look forward to continuing this dialogue 

as the Bill progresses to Stage 3. 

 

All supporting documents can be viewed on the DTRVA website by scrolling down to ‘Stage 2 – 

Current’: 

https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=46599  

 

PASC UK Cymru’s detailed, section-by-section amendment document, along with a shorter summary 

document, are available on the PASC UK website: 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/  

 

Please continue to share any feedback or suggestions as this process moves forward. 

 
 
STATUTORY REGISTRATION UPDATE 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cpv7gj30vgmo
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=46599
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/


 4 

The Registration Campaign is now live. You may have seen some of the advertisements on the TV or 
heard the radio ads. 
 
The WRA are keen to continue engagement with our sector and have created a blog which you can 
access to  keep up to date with activity:  Read the Welsh Revenue Authority blog 
 
Accommodation providers can also sign up for updates here:  www.gov.wales/registeryourplace   
 
The next phase of Visitor accommodation Registration webinars will be running in March and are 
intended for booking platforms, tourism bodies and visitor accommodation providers 
 
The webinars will focus on: 

• the latest updates on visitor accommodation registration 
• practical guidance on what you need to do 
• answers to your questions from the Welsh Revenue Authority (WRA) experts 

 
Webinars presented in English 

• Tuesday 17 March 2026, 3pm to 4pm. Register on Eventbrite. 
• Tuesday 24 March 2026, 11am to 12pm. Register on Eventbrite. 
• Tuesday 24 March 2026, 6pm to 7pm. Register on Eventbrite. 

Webinars presented in Welsh 
• Tuesday 17 March 2026, 6pm to 7pm Register on Eventbrite 
• Thursday 26 March 2026, 11am to 12pm. Register on Eventbrite.  

 
 
PASC UK 2025 ANNUAL REPORT  
 

 
 
We are delighted to announce that our Annual Report is now live on the website for all to read. It 
provides an extensive summary of the work that we have done on behalf of the sector in 2025 – the 
meetings, the briefings, the in-person events, the support desk calls and more, it puts faces to 
names for the team that represent you across Westminster and the Senedd.  
 
2026 already looks set to be another busy year! 
 
Non-Members can read it HERE. 

https://welshrevenueauthority.blog.gov.wales/
http://www.gov.wales/registeryourplace
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wra-visitor-accommodation-registration-and-visitor-levy-webinar-tickets-1965374801939?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wra-visitor-accommodation-registration-and-visitor-levy-webinar-tickets-1965409144659?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fwra-visitor-accommodation-registration-and-visitor-levy-webinar-tickets-1975122579805%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C02%7Ccontentdesign%40wra.gov.wales%7Ce0e7fe1461ee43cd7e0508de2e78a544%7C5e9e7613c8eb439ca4ca9a443c33d5f8%7C0%7C0%7C638999292870763532%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=717tGESNv2xiXOwUSXyAWue87MO5U%2BerBWNbvez8S3Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Facc-gweminar-cofrestr-cenedlaethol-i-llety-ymwelwyr-tickets-1977389796110%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C02%7Ccontentdesign%40wra.gov.wales%7Cb123298341f54b8ace0c08de373bff3f%7C5e9e7613c8eb439ca4ca9a443c33d5f8%7C0%7C0%7C639008927986161764%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DHwJR%2BFFheAHK1BurapEkrUOvG1HANErgj7cEjug%2FAs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/acc-cofrestr-cenedlaethol-i-llety-ymwelwyr-ar-ardoll-ymwelwyr-tickets-1965419474556?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/


 5 

Members can read it HERE. 
 
 

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS REPORT LAUNCHED 
 

 
 

PASC UK have updated three infographics to aid our lobbying on behalf of the sector. We have one 
for England, one for Wales and one that combines the two (seen above).  
 
They highlight all the current interventions our sector is currently facing from Westminster and the 
Senedd. We constantly update them, as further interventions are added, and when changes are 
announced to interventions, adjusting threat levels. 
 
Many of you reading the newsletter will be familiar with these already - we use these in all our 
meetings with Ministers, MPs, MSs, Officials and Councillors to try and quickly explain the amount 
that our Members and owners need to deal with. These are tiny micro-businesses, and the 
cumulative effect of all these measures is dangerously harmful to our sector, and if you’ve seen us 
on the road at meetings and events, you’ll know we’re never without a copy!  
 
You can use these images when trying to explain to your MP, MS, Councillor about the impacts that 
all this has on your business.  
 
We have also put a short Report together on Cumulative Impacts to support these meetings or for 
you to send directly to your MP. 
 
Members can download these HERE.   
Non-Members can download these HERE. 
 
 
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/cumulativeimpactsmembers
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/cumulativeimpacts
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WALES SENEDD ELECTION PAGE LAUNCHED 
 

 
 
The forthcoming Elections in Wales present the best opportunity for all of us involved in Tourism to 
pressure for significant change from whatever Welsh Government emerges.  
 
We have created a webpage to focus on this to make it easy for Members and readers to locate it 
when needed. 
 
The best way to do this is to get each party to make Tourism Manifesto commitments. To this end 
the new webpage page will provide a regular update, via the Matrix above, which once we have had 
more confirmations of party positions, expected imminently, the Matrix will be available to 
download. We will provide Guidance on how to get in touch with the candidates in your area and 
how to use the Matrix and other information. 
 
Within the Wales Election Page, we have also posted other papers that will help you contribute to 
the pressure that is needed to effect change, and background papers on the Senedd elections.  
 
These include: 

o PASC UK Cymru Tourism Manifesto for the 2026 Senedd Elections  
o PoliMonitor paper on Welsh Election  
o How the Senedd Elections is changing in 2026 

 
You can find the webpage HERE.    
Members Can find the webpage HERE 

 

 

EPC ANNOUNCEMENT [REPEAT] 

Short-Term Accommodation Excluded from MEES Scheme  
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/SeneddElection2026
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/seneddelections2026-Members


 7 

You can read the official announcement HERE  

 

EPCs FURTHER DETAIL TO FOLLOW  
 
For now, you do not need to do anything.  We will provide Guidance in due course on when you will 
need an EPC by, how long they will last and what to expect.  
 
For now, a couple of FAQ’s that we’ve been receiving:  
 
 Q: Do all Short Term Lets/Self-Catering Properties/Holidays Lets need an EPC certificate? 
 

A: The government have confirmed they propose to bring forwards the regulations, which will include 
the detail on the scope of these measures, at some point in 2026.  We will not know for certain whether 
all short term rental properties will need an EPC (in particular non permanent structures like Yurts, 
Shepherds huts etc) until then. At this point, we are assuming for now that every property will need one 
until we see the detail. The anticipated average cost of simply obtaining an EPC can range from £60 - 
£120.   

 
Q: When do I need to have an EPC in place? 
 
A: There is no stated deadline for short term rentals to have an EPC in place in the government response 
to the consultation. Whilst the Government are aiming for the regulations to be passed at some point in 
2026, we would expect there to be a transition period for these to be obtained. The process of simply 
obtaining an EPC is relatively straight forward as it is required for house sales and long term rentals and 
typical costs are in the region £60-£120.  
 
Q: Who can complete an EPC for my property? 

  
A: An EPC needs to be completed by an accredited assessor.  However, there are a number of providers 
available as the process of simply obtaining an EPC certificate is a relatively common process due to the 
need for EPC certificates on house sales and long-term rentals.   

 

 
INSURANCE NOTE FROM JL MORRIS – RISKS OF UNDER-OCCUPANCY 
 
Unoccupancy and Insurance – What Does it Mean? 
 
All property insurances will refer to unoccupancy and, as you would expect, no two policies will be 
the same.  Make sure you have reviewed your home insurances, as well as your business insurances, 
so that you know what happens when you go away / do not have any guests. 
 
Ideally, your quotation will have spelled out the unoccupancy condition of your policy so that that 
there are no nasty surprises.  If the quotation does not refer to unoccupancy, ask, as it will be in the 
policy wording! 
 
The period after which cover may become restricted following unoccupancy varies between insurers.  
If would be very unfortunate if your home insurance had a 30-day period, and when you were on 
your round the world cruise there was a burst pipe on day 31 – as the escape of water would not be 
covered. 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/69722b193f2908a349040547/prs-homes-energy-performance-government-response.pdf
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Usually, the cover becomes restricted to fire, lightning, aircraft, and explosion – so theft, vandalism, 
impact, storm, escape of water and so on would not be covered. 
 
For a commercial insurance – such as your self-catering policy – you should find that the policy 
‘understands’ you will have periods without guests and therefore, subject to regular inspections and 
winter heating, full cover always will be maintained.   
 
If your property is no longer to be occupied - maybe it is for sale – it is important you change your 
type of insurance to an ‘unoccupied property policy’.  This will provide full cover for the duration of 
the policy – whether it is three month, six months, or 12 months.  Cover should be cancelled at the 
completion of the sale, and not at contract exchange.  We always recommend an annual policy as this 
will provide you with a refund on cancellation so long as there has not been a claim.  There is no 
refund on three or six month policies. 
 
WARNING!  With unoccupied property policies you can have very limited cover, or full cover.  The 
premium takes this into account so do not be swayed by a much lower premium for a standard of 
cover that we would not recommend. 
 
As always, talk with your Insurance Broker who will be able to make a recommendation that suits 
your requirements. Insurance Brokers have access to a wide range of insurers; if you are having your 
insurances handled directly by your insurer you will be missing out on what else is available from 
other insurers. 

 
David J Morris ACII 
Chartered Insurance Broker 
J L Morris (Insurance Brokers) Limited 

 
www.selfcateringinsurance.co.uk 
info@jlmorris.co.uk 

01202 642840 
 

LOCAL AUTHORITY SURVEYS / CONSULTATIONS [BOTH STILL ACTIVE] 

Cardiff City Council:  

Cardiff Council full levy consultation.  This can be reviewed here: 

https://www.cardiff.gov.uk/ENG/Your-Council/Have-your-say/Live-Consultations/Visitor-levy-

consultation/Pages/default.aspx#anchor_4  

Gwynedd:  https://arolwg.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/index.php/933431  

Gwynedd Council’s survey asks about Tourism in your area and the Tourism Levy 

You are asked at the beginning if you live in Gwynedd and can proceed ONLY if you answer “Yes, a 

full time resident” to the first question.  They are only seeking input from full-time residents.  The 

http://www.selfcateringinsurance.co.uk/
mailto:info@jlmorris.co.uk
https://www.cardiff.gov.uk/ENG/Your-Council/Have-your-say/Live-Consultations/Visitor-levy-consultation/Pages/default.aspx#anchor_4
https://www.cardiff.gov.uk/ENG/Your-Council/Have-your-say/Live-Consultations/Visitor-levy-consultation/Pages/default.aspx#anchor_4
https://arolwg.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/index.php/933431
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questionnaire then goes on to ask questions such as “In your view, does the tourism generate 

negative consequences in your community?”  

There is no opportunity to write comments. 

There is no stated closing date. 

We will be putting together some general notes on the Tourism Levy, intended to provide 

background and data to consider when completing all surveys and consultations on adoption of the 

Tourism Levy.   

This will be made available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/.   

 

FOLLOW PASC UK ON LINKED IN  

 

 
 

We hope that engaged readers of this Newsletter will also follow on LinkedIn, the likes and 

comments are important, the more thumbs up and clapping emojis that comments get will be 

noticed by the very people we are trying to educate and influence. So, for those of you that are 

engaged and on LinkedIn, login and follow the following: 

 

@PASC UK 

@Alistair Handyside MBE 

@Nicola Williamson (Tibbells) 

@Alexander Walker MBE  

 

 

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK? 
 

Grab a coffee and download and read the following: 

- PASC UK Annual Report 

- Cumulative Impact Report 

- Wales Election information. 

 

 

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY: 
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
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PASC UK will be present at the following events:  

• 13-14 February.  Welsh Conservative Conference, Llandudno 

• 27-28 February 2026. Plaid Cymru Spring Conference Newport 

• 6-8 March 2026 Lib Dem Wales Spring Conference 2026. Leonardo Hotel Cardiff 

• 25 March. PASC UK Agency Conference, Tewkesbury 

• CLA Cymru Conference 

 

 

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:  

Available here:    https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ 

 

 

IN THE MEDIA 
 

182: BBC Wales: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cn82p5x0q0lo  

Business Rates:  https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cpv7gj30vgmo  

Nation Cymru:  Porthcawl introduces 200% Council Tax Premium:   

https://nation.cymru/news/council-introduces-200-tax-for-second-homes/  

 

 

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  

 
As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do.  We can only 

do this with the support of our memberships.  So we would encourage as many non-members as 

possible to join PASC UK… enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run. 

 

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit 

Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  

 

Membership fees are as follows: 

• Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

• 2 – 4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

• 5 – 10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

• 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

 

2026 MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATES 

 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cn82p5x0q0lo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cpv7gj30vgmo
https://nation.cymru/news/council-introduces-200-tax-for-second-homes/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
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2026 Membership certificates in both English and Welsh can now be downloaded from the 

Members area here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-downloads/  

 

Once downloaded, you will have a PDF file which you will be able to print and handwrite your 

business name onto or type it into before printing.  

 

You can also download Membership logos, and there is s form if you wish to order English and 

Welsh Membership Stickers. 

 

 

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT 

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only 

communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales 

Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.  

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

reports/ 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-downloads/
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88
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Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business 

policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, 

not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’. 

 

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and 

social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there 

are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We 

will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and 

assess yourselves.  

 


