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PASC UK WALES NEWSLETTER 
12 February 2026 

 
Today’s update includes: 
 

• Commentary 

• Visit Wales ‘Random Acts of Welshness’ and St David’s Day ideas 

• 182 Update – Changes in April 2026 

• Statutory Registration & Tourism Levy 

• DTRVA (Licensing) Bill – Stage 2 Debate & Stage 3 Begins 

• Gwynedd’s Article 4 Update – Appeal Refused 

• Making Tax Digital – Reminder & Support Programme 

• PASC UK partnering with ATT (Association of Taxation Technicians) to support our Members 
with Making Tax Digital 

• Business Rates Wales Update [REPEAT] 

• Wales Election Web Page Launch [REPEAT] 

• Cumulative Impact Report Launch [REPEAT] 

• PASC UK Annual Report [REPEAT] 

• Local Authority Surveys / Consultations – Cardiff & Gwynedd [STILL ACTIVE] 

• Follow PASC UK on LinkedIn  

• What we need from you this week? 

• Dates for the Diary 

• In the media 

• 2026 Membership Certificates 

• Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK Cymru 

• Disclaimer 
 

COMMENTARY 
 

Let’s start the newsletter with some more light-hearted fun this week courtesy of Visit Wales.  You 

will find more details below of the Visit Wales tools to ‘summon the dragon’ and for ideas around 

celebrating St David’s Day.  As you can see I got quite engaged (distracted) with this and I think we 

all need a little fun in the current political landscape!  Please share your creations with us. 

 

I have included the following again – there is some incredible work in here and wanted to ensure as 

many people as possible have access to these documents. 
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- The PASC Annual Report  

- The Cumulative Impact Report  

- PASC Cymru Wales Election Webpage:  

 
Questions to the Finance Minister is worth a listen this week with interesting exchanges from 

Russell George asking what consideration WG has given to the impact of 182 on the viability of 

businesses and Altaf Hussain asking about taxation changes for Hospitality and Sam Rowlands 

exploring Mark Drakeford’s lack of interest in the Economy.  

https://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/15755#A104740. 

 

The Manifesto Matrix is taking on a life of its own!  Having tried to soft launch it gently it is building 

momentum fast as the Parties engage with it.  In the past week or so, we have met with the Green 

Party, Welsh Conservatives, Plaid Cymru and Reform UK – some have input immediately and others 

taken away to discuss internally.  Most Parties are keeping their Manifesto content close before 

they are ready to reveal, but this can capture ‘direction of travel’ ahead of full disclosure. 

 

All Parties have not had the opportunity to input yet and it is only fair that they do before we 

circulate it too widely but you will see in the Welsh Election section below that we are converting 

ticks already. 

 

We haven’t yet been able to engage with Liberal Democrats or Welsh Labour… but I am sure this 

will be coming soon. 

 

 

 
 

 

This week we had our first meeting with the Green Party.  We met who is based in North Wales and 

was very keen to meet us to understand more about the challenges faced by the Tourism Sector.  

While he was not able to share too much detail on their Manifesto, he did disclose that – as we 

would expect - Transport is a key focus. 

 

Spring Party Conference season starts this week in Wales with the Welsh Conservative Conference 

this coming weekend.  PASC UK Cymru will be present and will be reporting back on any manifesto 

pledges relevant for us.  They publicly announced some months ago that they will reduce 182 to 

105 and ‘Axe the Tax’ and we are grateful for the on-going and proactive support of Tourism from 

the Welsh Conservatives. 

 

https://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/15755#A104740
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Last week we also met with the Welsh Conservatives - Darren Miller and Gareth Davies accepted an 

invitation to meet with us as a broader tourism group and they teased us with the promise of some 

‘big ticket items’ in their manifesto. 

 

In the run up to the Election there is everything to play for.  Reform UK have announced their leader 

in Wales and while Plaid lead in the polls, Reform UK picked up an Anglesey by-election win in Plaid 

Leader Rhun ap Iorwerth’s own constituency.  Every day brings something new and we will be 

following closely over the next weeks. 

 

Kind regards 

 
Nicky and the PASC team 
PASC UK – Wales Branch  
nicky@pascuk.co.uk  
 
 

VISIT WALES ‘RANDOM ACTS OF WELSHNESS’ AND ST DAVID’S DAY 

 

 

Visit Wales have launched a ‘Random Acts of Welshness’ campaign to celebrate Wales and 
Welshness and what better time to do this than St David’s Day.  

Tourism partners in Wales and beyond are invited to share small but meaningful acts that showcase 
Welsh culture, spirit and identity, helping to spread a little ‘hwyl’ from Wales to the world. 

mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
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Intended to be a simple, fun way for us to celebrate all that we are proud of and the uniqueness of 
Wales, we encourage you to get involved… and share stories by tagging @walesdotcom and 
@VisitWalesIndustry.  

It is slightly terrifying to have a low-flying dragon in your back garden but the tools include the 
facility call the dragon into your home.  I got very distracted by this and encourage you also to get 
creative with it and have some fun.  He’s more friendly when you get to know him but I threw him 
out when he started breathing fire on my cumulative impact diagram! 

For more information visit: https://visitwales-
news.com/cr/AQi0zhYQ6ciAAhikvbCCATDmlJ0HXr4yGuXZCQ2vKI04W6XD3KklEt9EC9hUYl5Q_9lM4Z
U  

And please share your creations with us on nicky@pascuk.co.uk or on the PASC facebook page as 
well as @walesdotcom and @VisitWalesIndustry 

 

 

182 UPDATE 
 

As you know, Welsh Government confirmed some small adjustments to the 182-day threshold 

following the consultation – not the changes we had hoped for having clearly evidenced the need 

for a reduction in the threshold.  Nevertheless we need to be informed and ready for these 

adjustments, so please see below a timely update as 2 of the 3 ‘tweaks’ will be effective from 1 April 

2026. 

 

What has not changed?  The thresholds (sadly) remain the same with no change.  We still need to 

be let for 182 nights and available to book for 252 nights.  As we know only too well this remains 

well over double the threshold in England and more than double Wales’ previous threshold. 

 

The changes that will come into effect from 1 April 2026 are: 

- Averaging:  If the 182-night threshold is missed in a single year, letting activity may be 

averaged across the previous two or three years. 

- Charitable stays: Up to 14 nights per year of free stays arranged through a registered charity 

can count towards occupancy totals. 

https://visitwales-news.com/cr/AQi0zhYQ6ciAAhikvbCCATDmlJ0HXr4yGuXZCQ2vKI04W6XD3KklEt9EC9hUYl5Q_9lM4ZU
https://visitwales-news.com/cr/AQi0zhYQ6ciAAhikvbCCATDmlJ0HXr4yGuXZCQ2vKI04W6XD3KklEt9EC9hUYl5Q_9lM4ZU
https://visitwales-news.com/cr/AQi0zhYQ6ciAAhikvbCCATDmlJ0HXr4yGuXZCQ2vKI04W6XD3KklEt9EC9hUYl5Q_9lM4ZU
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
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PASC UK Cymru will be publishing papers on how these changes will be implemented. 

 

The change planned to come into effect from 1 April 2027 is: 

- Introduction of a 12-month exemption from the Second Home Premium for properties 

transferring back into Council Tax. 

 

The VOA are currently working on updated guidance and related forms and we anticipate further 

guidance from Welsh Government.  We expect this to include more detail on how to average and 

how to evidence a genuine charitable stay.  We will share this when it becomes available and will 

also publish PASC guidance as appropriate. 

 

As you know there is an existing backlog with the VOA, and owners are currently seeing delays of 

around 12 months in processing business rates applications. However, we understand that 

additional staff have been recruited to help improve turnaround times and hope to see these delays 

reduce soon. The new rules will take effect on 1 April 2026, which means that earlier compliance 

decisions may be reconsidered.  

 

STATUTORY REGISTRATION AND LEVY UPDATE 
 

Statutory Registration: 

The Registration Launch Campaign is now active and you may have seen the adverts on the TV, 

heard the radio ads or seen them online. 

 

 The following link takes you to the WRA page where you can learn more.  There is also a facility to 

sign up for updates and reminders which we would urge you to do gov.wales/registeryourplace.   

 

Here are some key points: 

 

• Registration is planned to go live on 1 October 2026 

• There will be a 6-month period to allow people to register, after which registration will be a 

legal requirement for accommodation providers. 

• Registration is light touch and will require no document upload. 

• You will get an 8-digit registration number, but it will not be mandatory to display this when 

advertising your stays 

 

Government guidance on registration can be found in the following links: 

• Registering visitor accommodation: overview | GOV.WALES 

• Get ready to register your visitor accommodation in Wales | GOV.WALES 

 

Registration is light touch and will require no document upload. The details required are as follows: 

• Contact details (name, address, phone number) 

• Date of birth  

https://www.gov.wales/get-ready-register-your-visitor-accommodation-wales
https://www.gov.wales/registering-visitor-accommodation-overview
https://www.gov.wales/get-ready-register-your-visitor-accommodation-wales
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• Company number (if applicable)  

• Charity number (if applicable)   

• Trading name (if applicable)   

• Accommodation address   

• Types of accommodation you offer   

• How many people can stay   

• When the accommodation is usually open for bookings  

 

Tourism Levy (Wales): 

Local Authorities wanting to adopt the Levy in the first tranche – active April 2027 - would need to 

be consulting now in order to meet their obligations.  As it stands we are still only aware of one 

Local Authority – Cardiff - who is going ahead.  The next opportunity will then be October 2027. 

 

The financial assumptions in the Impact Assessment were based on all Local Authorities adopting 

the Levy.  It was already predicting huge losses – both financial and jobs - and we are waiting to see 

a revised impact assessment which reflects the true adoption.  We are not expecting this any time 

soon. 

• Visitor Levy for visitor accommodation providers: overview | GOV.WALES 

 

 

PASC UK Cymru have also published an updated paper on 

Registration and the Tourism Levy in Wales which you can find here: 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/  

 

 

And Members can access the paper without providing their details here: 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/   

 

 

 
The next phase of WRA Registration webinars will be running in March: 
Webinars presented in English 

• Tuesday 17 March 2026, 3pm to 4pm. Register on Eventbrite. 
• Tuesday 24 March 2026, 11am to 12pm. Register on Eventbrite. 
• Tuesday 24 March 2026, 6pm to 7pm. Register on Eventbrite. 

Webinars presented in Welsh 
• Tuesday 17 March 2026, 6pm to 7pm Register on Eventbrite 
• Thursday 26 March 2026, 11am to 12pm. Register on Eventbrite.  

 
 

WALES LICENSING BILL  

‘Development of Tourism and Regulation of Visitor Accommodation 

(Wales) Bill’ 

https://www.gov.wales/visitor-levy-for-visitor-accommodation-providers-overview
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wra-visitor-accommodation-registration-and-visitor-levy-webinar-tickets-1965374801939?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wra-visitor-accommodation-registration-and-visitor-levy-webinar-tickets-1965409144659?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fwra-visitor-accommodation-registration-and-visitor-levy-webinar-tickets-1975122579805%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C02%7Ccontentdesign%40wra.gov.wales%7Ce0e7fe1461ee43cd7e0508de2e78a544%7C5e9e7613c8eb439ca4ca9a443c33d5f8%7C0%7C0%7C638999292870763532%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=717tGESNv2xiXOwUSXyAWue87MO5U%2BerBWNbvez8S3Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Facc-gweminar-cofrestr-cenedlaethol-i-llety-ymwelwyr-tickets-1977389796110%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C02%7Ccontentdesign%40wra.gov.wales%7Cb123298341f54b8ace0c08de373bff3f%7C5e9e7613c8eb439ca4ca9a443c33d5f8%7C0%7C0%7C639008927986161764%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DHwJR%2BFFheAHK1BurapEkrUOvG1HANErgj7cEjug%2FAs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/acc-cofrestr-cenedlaethol-i-llety-ymwelwyr-ar-ardoll-ymwelwyr-tickets-1965419474556?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Stage 2 of the Scrutiny Process is now complete and culminated in a Debate which took place last 

Thursday within the ETRA Committee.  In addition to the ETRA Committee, Mark Drakeford was 

present as well as Rhys ap Owen who attended to lay amendments. 

 

Stage 3 has now begun. This stage is more public and can involve all MSes.  Amendments are to be 

submitted by 3rd March and the debate will take place in the full Senedd Chamber on 10th March.  

We are again working with MSes to gain support for our suggested amendments and this work is 

already underway. 

 

Key points from the Stage 2 debate include: 

• Exclusion of Spare Rooms  There was no movement on this although MD supports the principle 

of a level playing field but it is too late into the process to carry out the work required to include. 

• Nuisance behaviour there were additions made to the Bill which oblige the VAP to take 

reasonable steps to avoid annoyance eg include in contract and advise guests, but it does not 

make VAP responsible for behaviour which is outside of their control.  There are regulations to 

address nuisance behaviour already existing in the Environment protection Act 

• Training – There is an amendment which ensures Ministers must specify which training a VAP 

needs to complete.  MD reiterated again that he is committed to training which adds value and 

to working with the sector to that end. He went on to say that longstanding operators will not be 

expected to complete training on what they already know, but if something new comes up they 

may.  How to prevent nuisance behaviour may be included in the Training. 

• Licence periods - 1 year license periods remain initially as some conditions require renewal 

annually, but this may be extended when the scheme is established  

• Fitness of Visitor accommodation:  MD made amendment to replace the existing 'checklist' and 

to signpost to existing legislation which will avoid duplication and contradiction. For example 

rather than specifically stating there must be a smoke detector on each floor, it now signposts to 

being compliant with the existing Fire Order. 

• License Fees: Min 12 week consultation on licence fees but this will only apply when it is initially 

set and not for subsequent increases. 

 

Mark Drakeford specifically expressed that there will be more work on the following at the next 

stage: 

• The Liability of Platforms to ensure accuracy of Licence Numbers on their listings – practical 

implementation of this remains a concern and we have been invited to a meeting with the Bill 

team today to discuss this point in detail. 

• Licence Applications  

• Provisional License and  

• Transfer of businesses   

 

You can listen to the full Stage 2 debate here:  https://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Archive/a32dad23-

8080-4473-be0f-963361c7eae9?autostart=True  

 

https://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Archive/a32dad23-8080-4473-be0f-963361c7eae9?autostart=True
https://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Archive/a32dad23-8080-4473-be0f-963361c7eae9?autostart=True
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We would like to thank Rhys ap Owen, Luke Fletcher and Sam Kurtz, along with the Bill team, for 

taking the time to engage with us and for their support throughout Stage 2. 

 

All supporting documents can be viewed on the DTRVA website by scrolling down to ‘Stage 2 – 

Current’: https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=46599  

 

Please continue to share any feedback or suggestions as this process moves forward. 

 

GWYNEDD ARTICLE 4 DIRECTION  
 

Cyngor Gwynedd Council have been refused permission to appeal the High Court Decision which 

quashed its Article 4 Direction.  This means the policy can no longer proceed and has been brought 

to an end. 

 

The Council are now considering their options.  They could decide to start the process again but the 

High Court has advised the Council that it should “consider the ‘proportionality’ of any action by 

weighing the benefits against the impact on property owners’ rights.” 

 

For clarity, Eryri National Park Authority operates separately and retains its own Article 4 Direction. 

  

https://uk.news.yahoo.com/holiday-homes-measure-scrapped-gwynedd-041500763.html  

 

 

MAKING TAX DIGITAL REMINDER AND SUPPORT PROGRAMME  
 

 
 

In 2026 many of you will need to start reporting to HMRC on a quarterly basis and PASC UK have 
gone into partnership alongside ATT to support the sector through this.  
This is a reminder of what Making Tax Digital (MTD) is and the section below, launches the first part 
of our support programme. 
 
Reminder, what is Making Tax Digital? (MTD) 

Making Tax Digital (MTD) is a mandatory HMRC initiative requiring businesses and landlords to 

maintain digital records and submit tax updates via compatible software. Currently, it applies to 

VAT-registered businesses.  

 

https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=46599
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/holiday-homes-measure-scrapped-gwynedd-041500763.html
https://www.google.com/search?q=Making+Tax+Digital&client=safari&hs=oAz9&sca_esv=45c182c267c17b0e&sxsrf=ANbL-n7FVMqWMA05HYaM0VMoHnBkhOSJLw%3A1770625108167&ei=VJiJaYb7Ce_qhbIPwJPWoQM&ved=2ahUKEwjpkMmu_cuSAxUnREEAHaoeCLEQgK4QegYIAQgAEAU&uact=5&oq=making+tax+digitla&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiEm1ha2luZyB0YXggZGlnaXRsYTIJEAAYgAQYChgLMgkQABiABBgKGAsyCRAAGIAEGAoYCzIJEAAYgAQYChgLMgkQABiABBgKGAsyCRAAGIAEGAoYCzIJEAAYgAQYChgLMgkQABiABBgKGAsyCRAAGIAEGAoYCzIJEAAYgAQYChgLSNgnUABY0RtwAHgAkAEAmAGNAaABnA6qAQQxMC44uAEDyAEA-AEBmAISoAKSD8ICCxAAGIAEGJECGIoFwgIOEC4YgAQYsQMYgwEYigXCAgQQABgDwgIFEAAYgATCAggQABiABBixA8ICCxAAGIAEGLEDGIMBwgIOEC4YgAQYsQMY0QMYxwHCAgoQLhiABBhDGIoFwgIKEAAYgAQYQxiKBcICEBAuGIAEGNEDGEMYxwEYigXCAg0QABiABBixAxhDGIoFwgILEC4YgAQYsQMYgwHCAgUQLhiABMICCBAuGIAEGLEDwgIHEAAYgAQYCsICBhAAGBYYHpgDAOIDBRIBMSBAkgcENy4xMaAHrKoBsgcENy4xMbgHkg_CBwYyLTE3LjHIB16ACAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
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Key Aspects of Making Tax Digital: 

MTD for VAT: Mandatory for all VAT-registered businesses to use digital records and file returns 

through MTD-compatible software. 

• MTD for Income Tax (ITSA): 

o April 2026: Mandatory for self-employed individuals and landlords with qualifying 

income over £50,000. 

o April 2027: Mandatory for those with income over £30,000. 

o April 2028: Mandatory for those with income over £20,000. 

• Requirements: Users must maintain digital records, submit quarterly updates, and provide a 

year-end declaration. 

• Software: You must use software that connects directly to HMRC systems. 

• Penalties: Late filing may result in penalties, starting at £200, though some penalties are 

waived in the initial 2026/27 rollout phase.  

How to Prepare: 

1. Check Eligibility: Determine when your income level makes you mandatory for MTD. 

2. Choose Software: Select HMRC-compatible software for record-keeping and submissions. 

3. Digitize Records: Begin keeping digital records for income and expenses instead of relying 

solely on paper or manual spreadsheets. 

4. Register: Sign up for the MTD for Income Tax service on GOV.UK.  
 
PASC UK PARTNERING WITH ATT (ASSOCIATION OF TAXATION TECHNICIANS) TO SUPPORT OUR 
MEMBERS WITH MAKING TAX DIGITAL 
 

 
PASC UK is delighted to be partnering with The Association of Taxation Technicians (ATT) to support 
our Members with Making Tax Digital.  
 
ATT is a charity and the leading professional body for those providing UK tax compliance services. 
They have over 10,000 members and Fellows, together with over 7,000 students. 
As a registered charity they have an obligation to operate for the public benefit. Their charitable 
aims are: 

• to advance public education in and promote the study of the administration and practice of 

taxation; 

• preventing crime; and  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/find-software-thats-compatible-with-making-tax-digital-for-income-tax
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/sign-up-your-business-for-making-tax-digital-for-income-tax
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• advancing the sound administration of the law by promoting and enforcing standards of 

professional conduct amongst those engaged in the provision of advice and services in relation 

to taxation.  

 

ATT and PASC UK will be hosting a 1-hour free to all Webinar for owners in England and Wales to 

explain Making tax Detail in headline terms so that you can see what that entails.  

 

Date: Thursday 26th February 2026, Time: 1000, Location: Zoom REGISTER HERE 

 

ATT and PASC UK will follow up be hosting a 3-part Masterclass series for Members which will 

cover: 

Session One:  Introduction to MTD 

Session Two:  How to get ready for MTD 

Session Three: Q&A and open surgery session for questions 

 

 

BUSINESS RATES UPDATE – WALES [REPEAT] 
 

Following the backlash resulting from the large increase in business rates from April 2026, the 

Welsh Government has announced a new 15% business rates relief for food and drink hospitality 

properties, including pubs, restaurants and live music venues. 

 

Written Statement: Non-domestic rates relief for food and drink hospitality in 2026-27 (3 February 

2026) | GOV.WALES  

Disappointingly, this does not extend to accommodation providers such as self-catering or hotels, 

nor to leisure facilities such as visitor attractions. 

 

At present ‘retail, hospitality and leisure’ businesses receive a 40% business rates discount which in 

Wales is being removed from 1 April 2026. The Welsh Government’s announcement means that 

pubs and restaurants will continue to get some relief, though at a reduced 15% level and for one 

year only. Unfortunately, operators in the self-catering sector who pay business rates will not have 

a similar cushion and will see large increases from 1 April. 

 

The following article covers the story and the discussion which took place in the Senedd Chamber: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cpv7gj30vgmo  

  

 

 
PASC UK 2025 ANNUAL REPORT  
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6qTZ25lwSYqFvFNICD15hA
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-non-domestic-rates-relief-food-and-drink-hospitality-2026-27
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-non-domestic-rates-relief-food-and-drink-hospitality-2026-27
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cpv7gj30vgmo


 11 

 
 
We are delighted to announce that our Annual Report is now live on the website for all to read. It 
provides an extensive summary of the work that we have done on behalf of the sector in 2025 – the 
meetings, the briefings, the in-person events, the support desk calls and more, it puts faces to 
names for the team that represent you across Westminster and the Senedd.  
 
2026 already looks set to be another busy year! 
 
Non-Members can read it HERE. 
Members can read it HERE. 
 
 

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS REPORT LAUNCHED 
 

 
 

PASC UK have updated three infographics to aid our lobbying on behalf of the sector. We have one 
for England, one for Wales and one that combines the two (seen above).  

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
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They highlight all the current interventions our sector is currently facing from Westminster and the 
Senedd. We constantly update them, as further interventions are added, and when changes are 
announced to interventions, adjusting threat levels. 
 
Many of you reading the newsletter will be familiar with these already - we use these in all our 
meetings with Ministers, MPs, MSs, Officials and Councillors to try and quickly explain the amount 
that our Members and owners need to deal with. These are tiny micro-businesses, and the 
cumulative effect of all these measures is dangerously harmful to our sector, and if you’ve seen us 
on the road at meetings and events, you’ll know we’re never without a copy!  
 
You can use these images when trying to explain to your MP, MS, Councillor about the impacts that 
all this has on your business.  
 
We have also put a short Report together on Cumulative Impacts to support these meetings or for 
you to send directly to your MP. 
 
Members can download these HERE.   
Non-Members can download these HERE. 
 
 
 

WALES SENEDD ELECTION PAGE LAUNCHED 
 

 
 
The forthcoming Elections in Wales present the best opportunity for all of us involved in Tourism to 
pressure for significant change from whatever Welsh Government emerges.  
 
We have created a webpage to focus on this to make it easy for Members and readers to locate it 
when needed. 
 
The best way to do this is to get each party to make Tourism Manifesto commitments. To this end 
the new webpage page will provide a regular update, via the Matrix above, which once we have had 
more confirmations of party positions, expected imminently, the Matrix will be available to 

http://www.pascuk.co.uk/cumulativeimpactsmembers
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/cumulativeimpacts
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download. We will provide Guidance on how to get in touch with the candidates in your area and 
how to use the Matrix and other information. 
 
Within the Wales Election Page, we have also posted other papers that will help you contribute to 
the pressure that is needed to effect change, and background papers on the Senedd elections.  
 
These include: 

o PASC UK Cymru Tourism Manifesto for the 2026 Senedd Elections  
o PoliMonitor paper on Welsh Election  
o How the Senedd Elections is changing in 2026 

 
You can find the webpage HERE.    
Members Can find the webpage HERE 

 

 

EPC ANNOUNCEMENT [REPEAT] 

Short-Term Accommodation Excluded from MEES Scheme  
 
You can read the official announcement HERE  

 

EPCs FURTHER DETAIL TO FOLLOW  
 
For now, you do not need to do anything.  We will provide Guidance in due course on when you will 
need an EPC by, how long they will last and what to expect.  
 
For now, a couple of FAQ’s that we’ve been receiving:  
 
 Q: Do all Short Term Lets/Self-Catering Properties/Holidays Lets need an EPC certificate? 
 

A: The government have confirmed they propose to bring forwards the regulations, which will include 
the detail on the scope of these measures, at some point in 2026.  We will not know for certain whether 
all short term rental properties will need an EPC (in particular non permanent structures like Yurts, 
Shepherds huts etc) until then. At this point, we are assuming for now that every property will need one 
until we see the detail. The anticipated average cost of simply obtaining an EPC can range from £60 - 
£120.   

 
Q: When do I need to have an EPC in place? 
 
A: There is no stated deadline for short term rentals to have an EPC in place in the government response 
to the consultation. Whilst the Government are aiming for the regulations to be passed at some point in 
2026, we would expect there to be a transition period for these to be obtained. The process of simply 
obtaining an EPC is relatively straight forward as it is required for house sales and long term rentals and 
typical costs are in the region £60-£120.  
 
Q: Who can complete an EPC for my property? 

  
A: An EPC needs to be completed by an accredited assessor.  However, there are a number of providers 
available as the process of simply obtaining an EPC certificate is a relatively common process due to the 
need for EPC certificates on house sales and long-term rentals.   

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/SeneddElection2026
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/seneddelections2026-Members
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/69722b193f2908a349040547/prs-homes-energy-performance-government-response.pdf
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LOCAL AUTHORITY SURVEYS / CONSULTATIONS [BOTH STILL ACTIVE] 

Cardiff City Council:  

Cardiff Council full levy consultation.  This can be reviewed here: 

https://www.cardiff.gov.uk/ENG/Your-Council/Have-your-say/Live-Consultations/Visitor-levy-

consultation/Pages/default.aspx#anchor_4  

Gwynedd:  https://arolwg.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/index.php/933431  

Gwynedd Council’s survey asks about Tourism in your area and the Tourism Levy 

You are asked at the beginning if you live in Gwynedd and can proceed ONLY if you answer “Yes, a 

full time resident” to the first question.  They are only seeking input from full-time residents.  The 

questionnaire then goes on to ask questions such as “In your view, does the tourism generate 

negative consequences in your community?”  

There is no opportunity to write comments. 

There is no stated closing date. 

We will be putting together some general notes on the Tourism Levy, intended to provide 

background and data to consider when completing all surveys and consultations on adoption of the 

Tourism Levy.   

This will be made available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/.   

 

FOLLOW PASC UK ON LINKED IN  

 

 
 

We hope that engaged readers of this Newsletter will also follow on LinkedIn, the likes and 

comments are important, the more thumbs up and clapping emojis that comments get will be 

noticed by the very people we are trying to educate and influence. So, for those of you that are 

engaged and on LinkedIn, login and follow the following: 

 

https://www.cardiff.gov.uk/ENG/Your-Council/Have-your-say/Live-Consultations/Visitor-levy-consultation/Pages/default.aspx#anchor_4
https://www.cardiff.gov.uk/ENG/Your-Council/Have-your-say/Live-Consultations/Visitor-levy-consultation/Pages/default.aspx#anchor_4
https://arolwg.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/index.php/933431
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
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@PASC UK 

@Alistair Handyside MBE 

@Nicola Williamson (Tibbells) 

@Alexander Walker MBE  

 

 

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK? 
 

Grab a coffee and download and read the following: 

- PASC UK Annual Report 

- Cumulative Impact Report 

- Wales Election information. 

 

 

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY: 
 

ATT and PASC UK will follow up be hosting a 3-part Masterclass series for Members which will 

cover: 

Date: Thursday 26th February 2026, Time: 1000, Location: Zoom REGISTER HERE 

Session One: Introduction to MTD 

-When is it happening 

-Who will be affected – including how to deal with a jointly owned property 

-What does it involve (Digital Record Keeping, Quarterly Updates, and how the MTD tax 

return differs from the ‘normal’ self-assessment return) 

Session Two: How to get ready for MTD 

-How to find suitable software and what it needs to do 

-Record keeping requirements and how to approach these 

-How and when to sign up 

Session Three: Q&A and open surgery session for questions 

 

 

PASC UK will be present at the following events:  

• 13 February. UKHospitality Cymru launch of ‘Serving Wales’, Cardiff 

• 13-14 February.  Welsh Conservative Conference, Llandudno 

• 27-28 February 2026. Plaid Cymru Spring Conference Newport 

• 6-8 March 2026 Lib Dem Wales Spring Conference 2026. Leonardo Hotel Cardiff 

• 25 March. PASC UK Agency Conference, Tewkesbury 

• CLA Cymru Conference 

 

 

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:  

Available here:    https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6qTZ25lwSYqFvFNICD15hA
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
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IN THE MEDIA 
 

Article 4 Gwynedd:  

https://uk.news.yahoo.com/holiday-homes-measure-scrapped-gwynedd-041500763.html  

 

Business Rates Changes in Wales:  

 

Refund for 400 second-home owners in Warwickshire charged ‘double council tax’:  

https://www.thetimes.com/article/3d29091e-63e8-4fd4-92b1-

d866dc5d8ec2?shareToken=b26ba3bb8cd7dc3c0751275e5d859684 

 

Reform secures 'sensational' Anglesey by-election win in Plaid's 'back yard' - 

https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/reform-secures-sensational-anglesey-

election-33374611?utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sharebar  

 

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  

 
As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do.  We can only 

do this with the support of our memberships.  So we would encourage as many non-members as 

possible to join PASC UK… enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run. 

 

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit 

Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  

 

Membership fees are as follows: 

• Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

• 2 – 4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

• 5 – 10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

• 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

 

2026 MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATES 

 

https://uk.news.yahoo.com/holiday-homes-measure-scrapped-gwynedd-041500763.html
https://www.thetimes.com/article/3d29091e-63e8-4fd4-92b1-d866dc5d8ec2?shareToken=b26ba3bb8cd7dc3c0751275e5d859684
https://www.thetimes.com/article/3d29091e-63e8-4fd4-92b1-d866dc5d8ec2?shareToken=b26ba3bb8cd7dc3c0751275e5d859684
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/reform-secures-sensational-anglesey-election-33374611?utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sharebar
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/reform-secures-sensational-anglesey-election-33374611?utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sharebar
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
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2026 Membership certificates in both English and Welsh can now be downloaded from the 

Members area here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-downloads/  

 

Once downloaded, you will have a PDF file which you will be able to print and handwrite your 

business name onto or type it into before printing.  

 

You can also download Membership logos, and there is s form if you wish to order English and 

Welsh Membership Stickers. 

 

 

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT 

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only 

communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales 

Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.  

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

reports/ 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-downloads/
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88
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Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business 

policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, 

not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’. 

 

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and 

social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there 

are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We 

will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and 

assess yourselves.  

 


