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COMMENTARY

It's a slightly ‘calmer’ newsletter this week as Conference Party season is behind us, but we can’t
rest as the Senedd Election is galloping towards us now.

With just 49 days until we go to the polls, we expect to have a lot to update over the next 7 weeks.
The Senedd will go into ‘Purdah’ after next week which is the ‘pre-election period” when there are
certain restrictions on activity ahead of Election Day - 7 May.

PASC activity remains high, with an opportunity to catch up on our crucial work liaising directly with
MSes to try to shape what the post-election landscape may look like for us all.



This activity extends far beyond what PASC is doing, and we know many of our members are playing
an active role in supporting the sector - whether that’s taking part in televised hustings, hosting
MSs, MPs and candidates, attending local events, and much much more.

All of these efforts contribute to the wider campaign and ultimately benefit us all. We are very
grateful to everyone who is giving their time and energy to represent the sector. Please keep us
informed so we can support you and share what you are doing.

There is no better time to engage with your MS, MP and local candidates. They are out and about in
their constituencies and keen to meet residents and business owners. We encourage you to invite
them to visit your property to hear your personal story.

An MS/MP visit may feel daunting at first, but these visits almost always lead to positive and
productive conversations. If you are considering inviting your MS or MP, we would strongly
encourage you to do so. We will support you with preparation and relevant information - all you
need to do is share your experience — which is the bit they really want to hear. Susie Mock from
Broad Haven, invited her local MP recently and you can see more on this below. We are aware of
other such meetings in the making, keep them coming.

Still in Pembrokeshire, Visit Pembrokeshire are hosting their Tourism Summit next Thursday — this
looks like an excellent event and as | write this there are still some places left.

We have now reached the final Stage of the Licensing Bill (Development of Tourism and Regulation
of Visitor Accommodation) Bill. The scheme was voted in but through strong collaboration we feel
we have collectively got this bill to the best place we can under the circumstances. Read more
below.

In the media, we see an article in The Times discussing Gwynedd’s Article 4 Direction and a Cardiff
Journalism School article analysing the recent Consultation on the proposed Tourism Tax. The full
results have not yet been published but this will go to the Full Council for a decision on 26 March.

Also on the subject of the Levy, Natasha Asghar MS has launched a survey speaking out against
‘Labour & Plaid's tourism tax’. Natasha’s belief is that we should be encouraging more tourists to
Wales not ‘slapping them with taxes’. You can take part in her survey here:
https://whatwelshlaboursaid.com/welsh-tourism-tax

Wishing you all a wonderful week. We are seeing some beautiful spring weather here in North
Wales and with an abundance of joyful daffodils, it feels like Spring is here. We know the weather
directly impacts people’s booking potential so hope the bookings are rolling in.

Kind regards

Nicky and the PASC team
PASC UK — Wales Branch


https://whatwelshlaboursaid.com/welsh-tourism-tax

nicky@pascuk.co.uk

WALES LICENSING BILL
‘Development of Tourism and Regulation of Visitor Accommodation
(Wales) Bill’

The Licensing Bill was passed this week, with 51 votes in favour, 0 abstentions and 0 against.

A previous amendment from Stage 3, had inadvertently been missed from the voting, so this had to
be addressed ahead of moving onto the Stage 4 vote.

Stage 4 was quite a quick process with a few comments from the party spokespersons followed by
the all important vote.

Mark Drakeford highlighted the rigorous scrutiny and constructive dialogue throughout the process,
thanking all involved, including the sector. He noted that this engagement helped ensure the Bill
strikes the right balance between maintaining high standards and holding rogue operators to
account.

He also confirmed that, as a result of scrutiny, the final Bill now includes provisions such as
provisional licences, licence transfers, measures to prevent nuisance, it provides greater clarity on
platform liability and paves the way for the inclusion of spare rooms by a future government.

Sam Kurtz spoke about the wider potential of tourism to contribute to the economy if given more
room to grow, and specifically thanked PASC, Airbnb and others for their input. While noting some
ongoing reservations about the scheme, he confirmed his support for the Bill.

Rhys ab Owen also thanked the legal team and PASC, but expressed concern that he felt the Bill
does not go far enough. He voiced his view that it should more fully address spare rooms, that Visit
Wales should operate at arm’s length, and raised concerns about revenue flowing to international
online travel agents.

Sian Gwenllian was the only non-committee member to speak. She focused on the importance of
the register and the need for sustainable tourism that balances the needs of communities and
visitors. She particularly welcomed the inclusion of Luke Fletcher’s amendment relating to nuisance
provisions, noting the importance of giving a voice to local communities - especially Welsh-speaking
communities.

The collaborative approach seems to have been appreciated by all involved, including us at PASC
and | really hope this is seen as a valid way forward — where a future Welsh Government genuinely
recognises and uses the expertise within the sector.
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A final version of the Bill is expected to be circulated this week. We are also meeting with the Bill
team on Monday.

You can view the whole discussion here: https://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Archive/cfd30975-d893-
4344-807f-381714fdadd5?autostart=True# (Starts at 18.45)

All supporting documents can be viewed on the DTRVA website:
https://business.senedd.wales/mglssueHistoryHome.aspx?11d=46599

WALES SENEDD ELECTION UPDATE
49 days to go ... until we go to the polling stations in Wales.

Purdah — Pre-election Period:

The Senedd will go into ‘Purdah’ in just over a week.

What does that mean? “Purdah” literally means ‘curtain’ and is the period just before an election
when there is restriction on activity to avoid influencing voters. We anticipate purdah will start on
30 March and will lead up to the Senedd vote on 7 May.

During this time, organisations and people in public roles avoid making big announcements or
carrying out work that could be seen as ‘political’.

To remind you that we now have the PASC UK Cymru Senedd Election page - available HERE, or click
on the blue box at the bottom of this section.

In this section you will find:

e PASC UK Cymru Tourism Manifesto for Wales — this sets out clearly what our sector needs from
the next Welsh Government in order to revive Welsh Tourism, strengthen the economy and
support the many small businesses that form its backbone.

You will also find supporting papers including:

e PASC UK Cymru Tourism Manifesto Matrix for the 2026 Senedd Elections

e PoliMonitor paper on Welsh Election - How the Senedd Elections is changing in 2026

Senedd 2026 Elections Page

BBC WALES ‘YOUR VOICE’ WREXHAM
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This BBC Wales debate is the start of the ‘hustings’ style debates with all parties present. Discussion
was mainly NHS and Student Fees but James Evans MS raised the need to support Tourism as an
integral part of the Welsh Economy. This was the only mention of Tourism.

It was a small audience and our PASC members - Julian and Gabi Barnes — were in the audience
poised with their question on 182. Sadly it was not included in the end.

You can view the programme here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m002szfw

There are 3 further debates in Haverfordwest (8 April), Llandudno (15 April) and Cardiff (28 April).
We would encourage you to apply to be part of the audience, by following this link:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/showsandtours/take-part/bbc-your-voice#thow-to-apply

Not everyone will be accepted but if you don’t try you don’t get and not all questions will be
included but it is certainly worth trying. We will happily help with your phrasing your question.

All channels will no doubt be hosting these types of events.

MS AND MP VISITS

Thank you to our members and readers who are actively helping to shape the future of our sector.
Visits from MSs and MPs are especially powerful at this time. Many are already acutely aware of the
challenges their constituents are facing as a result of poorly informed policy, but others are still less
informed.

We are grateful to everyone who continues to champion the sector by arranging meetings and
sharing their experiences. There has never been a more important time to engage with your local
candidates and elected representatives.

One such member is Susie Mock, from Broad Haven, pictured here with Henry Tuffenll MP and her
local County Councillor. They were able to discuss the most pressing topics such as the impact of
the Tourism Tax and the 182 day threshold.
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Thank you Sue, for making the effort and helping to build the picture on behalf of our sector.
We are aware of several other MP and MS visits which are taking place. For some, these visits
appear quite daunting initially but always result in rewarding conversations. If you are interested in

inviting your MS or MP —go for it. We will always support you by preparing you and giving you
relevant information — all you need to do is share your story.

HOW THE NEW VOTING SYSTEM WORKS
— why your vote matters more this election.

At this Senedd election, we are using a completely new voting system - and many people may not
realise how different it is.

Instead of having two votes, there will be just one. You'll use it to choose a group of six MSs who
will represent a larger area than before.

This new system is designed to be more ‘proportional’, meaning the number of MSs each party gets
should better reflect how many votes they receive. In simple terms, your vote is more likely to

count directly towards the party you support.

This also means there’s less need for ‘tactical voting’. Rather than voting to stop a party you don’t
want, you can vote for the one you do - knowing it has a real chance of making a difference.

Even smaller shares of the vote can lead to representation, so every vote can have an impact.

Whatever your views, it’s worth voting for the party you believe will best represent your interests.

VISIT PEMBROKESHIRE TOURISM SUMMIT

Pembrokeshire

e

Visit Pembrokeshire are holding their annual Tourism Summit on 26 March at Folly Farm Adventure
Park and Zoo. The theme this year is ‘Shaping The Future Together & Sustainable Growth for
Pembrokeshire’ and they have a fantastic line up of speakers including Kate Nicholls OBE of UK
Hospitality and Jason Thomas, who leads on Tourism for Visit Wales.

The agenda also includes a Q & A panel with local candidates for the upcoming Welsh elections at
the Senedd.

It looks like a great event and if you live in Pembrokeshire we would encourage you to join.



You can find out more and book here: https://www.visitpembrokeshire.com/industry/tourism-

summit

ANGLESEY COUNCIL PUBLISH IMPACT ASSESSMENT OF THE VISITOR LEVY
[REPEAT]

Anglesey Council have published an impact assessment of the visitor levy.

https://share.google/14iTWbacDsSdvQn9t

It is a long document, but clearly shows that in all realistic situations, the levy reduces both GVA and
jobs specific for Anglesey.

For the scenario where the provider absorbs the levy cost:

Table 5.8: Change in annual GVA and employment combined effect - core scenario

Lower Bound Higher bound

(based on Cor:éi:;;:li:sr; (based on

elasticities) elasticities)

Change in annual GVA -£0.7m to -£0.8m -£0.3m £0.09m

Anglesey GVA (2023) £1,455m £1,455m £1,455m

Approx percent of Anglesey Economy 0.05% to -0.06% 0.02% 0.01%
GVA ' : ’ ’

Change in FTE Employment -28to-31jobs -16to-18jobs -5to-6jobs

Anglesey FTE Total 18,065 18,065 18,065

Approximate percent of Anglesey 0.15%t0-0.17% -0.09% to -0.10% -0.03%
Workforce ' ’ ' ' ’

Then for the scenario where the visitor pays the levy cost:

Table 5.13: Change in annual GVA and employment combined effect - core scenario

Annual GVA Employment
Cha_nge due to impact of Levy being absorbed by the £2.6m 0
business
Change due to spending of the Levy being £0.5m 6-7 jobs
Net change -£2.1m 6-7 jobs

MAKING TAX DIGITAL
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HM Revenue
& Customs

MAKING
TAX DIGITAL

The phased introduction of Making Tax Digital (MTD) begins next month - April 2026. Starting with
those earning over £50,000, who will need to begin quarterly digital tax reporting to HMRC under
the Making Tax Digital (MTD) scheme.

The wider rollout will continue in subsequent years and requires businesses and landlords to keep
digital records and submit updates using compatible software.

PASC is supporting members through this transition with webinars and resources —we ran a
webinar with ATT which is available as a recording on our website and below we share a digital
guide from our trusted partners at Zeal Tax.

ZEAL TAX — MAKING TAX DIGITAL GUIDE

ZENL

In less than a month, the first phase of HMRC’s Making Tax Digital (MTD) will go live.

This means that individuals who have qualifying earnings of £50,000+ through self-employment or
property income will be required to comply with the new recording and reporting requirements
from 6™ April 2026. The system will continue in phases for lower income thresholds in 2027
(£30,000 +) and 2028 (£20,000 +).

To help holiday let owners prepare for the biggest change to income tax since HMRC launched Self-
Assessment more than 30 years ago, our partner Zeal Tax has created an ‘everything holiday let
owners need to know’ guide on Making Tax Digital which we are pleased to give you access to.

In this guide you will find key information on what will change, when you may be required to do
MTD, important dates, exemptions, records you will need to keep, penalty systems and how you
can prepare now, including step-by-step instructions on how to register for MTD.

Zeal has also reviewed several MTD compatible software, evaluating what they do well, who they
are best suited for and essential criteria and features that you must consider when choosing your
software.



Members can access this new MTD guide for free on Zeal’s Tax Resources Hub here.

ASSOCIATION OF TAXATION TECHNICIANS (ATT)

PASC UK is partnering with The Association of Taxation Technicians (ATT) to support our Members
with Making Tax Digital.

ATT is a charity and the leading professional body for those providing UK tax compliance services.
They have over 10,000 members and Fellows, together with over 7,000 students.
As a registered charity they have an obligation to operate for the public benefit.

WALES SENEDD ELECTION PAGE

THE WALES MANIFESTO MATRIX PASC
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The Current Matrix is with each party for input.

We believe this is the fairest way of approaching this. Each party has been approached and has
been given the opportunity to input. Some have been much more forthcoming than others!

Now they have had this opportunity we will be sharing an update.

These include:


https://gozeal.co.uk/pasc-members-sign-up

o PASC UK Cymru Tourism Manifesto for the 2026 Senedd Elections
o PoliMonitor paper on Welsh Election
o How the Senedd Elections is changing in 2026

You can find the webpage HERE.
Members Can find the webpage HERE

LOCAL AUTHORITY SURVEYS / CONSULTATIONS

Anglesey: Anglesey Council’s published report is available above:
https://share.google/14iTWbacDsSdvQn9t

Gwynedd: https://arolwg.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/index.php/933431
Gwynedd Council’s survey is still active — it asks about Tourism in your area and the Tourism Levy

PASC UK Cymru’s general notes on the Tourism Levy, intended to provide background and data to
consider when completing all surveys and consultations on adoption of the Tourism Levy is available
here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/.

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

e If you are based in Wrexham area, please contact Nicky nicky@pascuk.co.uk

o Sign up for the WRA Registration distribution list to ensure you are the first to hear of any
updates.

e You have until the end of this month to ask the Valuation Office to have a look at your 2026 If
you feel your 2026 Rateable Value is too high.

e Business Rates Reminder - for those who pay Business Rates, please ensure you are getting
any current Hospitality Grants.

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

1. Visit Pembrokeshire Tourism Summit: Thursday 26 March:
https://businessnewswales.com/politicians-secured-for-qa-session-at-visit-pembrokeshire-
tourism-summit-2026/

2. Turno (New PASC member collaboration): 14th April at 1200
Join us to hear more about how they can support your business.
Register here:
https://1ui93.r.bh.d.sendibt3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA6Qs4xydnoxPmM6bZprZAOMaX/FoC
ILTDCkum3

3. WRA webinars on Wales Statutory Registration:
10
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(English) Tuesday 24 March 2026, 11am to 12pm. Register on Eventbrite.
(English) Tuesday 24 March 2026, 6pm to 7pm. Register on Eventbrite.
(Welsh) Thursday 26 March 2026, 11am to 12pm. Register on Eventbrite.

4. PASC UK introduction to Touch Stay — Digital Guidebooks Tues 28™ April 2026 at 1130am
Join the team from Touch Stay to hear how having a virtual Guide Book can improve your
Guest experience, reduce questions and help issues during their stay and strengthen your
relationship with other local businesses.

Open to Members & Non-Members. REGISTER HERE.

5. Making Tax Digital (MTD) - Q&A and open surgery session Tues 28™ April at 1300 hrs
Join our panel of experts to ask any questions you have in relation to Making Tax Digital.
REGISTER HERE (Members Only)

Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ Members only recordings are in the Members area.

PASC UK will be present at the following events:
e 25 March. PASC UK Agency Conference, Tewkesbury

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

ATT and PASC UK 3-part Masterclass series for Members:
Session One: Introduction to MTD

Session Two: How to get ready for MTD

Session Three: Q&A and open surgery session for questions

IN THE MEDIA

The Times: Article on Gwynedd’s Article 4:
https://www.thetimes.com/article/73ffc3bb-1073-4382-a707-
ef3bd8cfa3d2?shareToken=ed2132356511b88df6a8e76f29a1c959

The Cardiffian: have published an article on the recent Cardiff Council Survey on the proposed
Tourism Tas: https://journalism-school.cardiff.ac.uk/thecardiffian/2026/03/17/residents-who-
took-part-in-survey-back-cardiff-tourist-tax-ahead-of-proposed-april-2027-introduction/

Daily Post: Covers the PASC UK Cymru Manifesto:
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https://www.dailypost.co.uk/whats-on/whats-on-news/scrap-visitor-levy-plea-wales-33517312?

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 -4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 5-10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales

Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

Cangen Cymru 4§ Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association,
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there

are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
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will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and
assess yourselves.
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