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e  What we need from you this week?

e Dates for the Diary

e Inthe media

e  Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK Cymru
e Disclaimer

COMMENTARY
42 days to go until polling day and this is the final week before the Senedd dissolves for Purdah.

As you read this newsletter we will be returning from the PASC UK Agency Conference in
Tewkesbury, where we were joined by over 100 agency members from across England and Wales.
See a brief account below, with more detail to follow in next week’s newsletters.

We also joined Sam Rowlands MS on a ‘mini-tour’ of Tourism businesses in the new constituency of
Wrexham Flint. This is one of a series of similar events intended to give members and opportunity
to meet our politicians but crucially for our politicians to meet and hear the lived experiences of our
all-important visitor economy.



We have a request for you ... Media coverage is incredibly important in helping communicate the
real impact of 182, and we have a valuable opportunity with The Daily Telegraph keen to run a
feature on the issue. We are looking for operators who are willing to share their experiences
directly. While a small number of members have supported previous media activity, we urgently
need more voices to ensure the full picture is represented. More detail below.

Speaking to the press can feel like a big step, but it remains one of the most effective ways to
highlight the realities facing the sector and strengthen the campaign to reduce 182. It is way more
powerful when this comes from a genuine operator and this is one thing we can’t do for you, so
would ask if you could consider doing this. | am happy to have a call with you to explain more about
what is involved. Please contact me directly on nicky@pascuk.co.uk

As we heard this week from our data partners, the trend for late bookings is continuing, so if you
are not already booked out for Easter... standby, it could still be coming.

Kind regards

Nicky and the PASC team
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

ROUND TABLE TOUR OF NORTH EAST WALES WITH SAM ROWLANDS MS

We were delighted to organise a tour with Sam Rowlands across the Wrexham Flint area, which will
make up one of the 16 new ‘super-constituencies’ in Wales.

The day brought together local business owners, stakeholders, residents and PASC UK members, to
showcase the strength and diversity of the region’s visitor economy.


mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk

The tour began at the newly refurbished Coach House at the beautiful Iscoyd Park, where we held a
round table to meet tourism providers from the local area.

We continued discussions over an excellent lunch at Rackery Farm Shop, a family business, offering
great quality produce, locally sourced. We worked off our lunch with a visit to Rackery Retreats
before moving onto the next leg of our tour.

The tour at Stori Brymbo provided a glimpse into the 3 million year old fossilised forest, currently
being excavated and housed within the original steelworks at Brymbo. An innovative new
attraction which will provide many and varied opportunities to bring visitors to the area either as
families or for educational trips.

The day concluded with a further roundtable discussion highlighting the value of the interaction of
local businesses which make up the tourism ecosystem. It was concerning to hear so many
businesses and even attractions talk of the impact of 182 on their businesses.

All these businesses are rooted in their community. They invest in their businesses and continue to
provide jobs for local people, work for trades and experiences for locals and visitors. They are the
beating heart of our communities and our visitor economy and are all backed by incredibly hard
working individuals.

Sam Rowlands remains one of the most supportive Members of the Senedd, and we have worked
closely with him over the past four years. Sam’s roles include being the Shadow Finance Secretary



and Chair of the Hospitality Cross Party Group, he consistently champions the sector, speaking
regularly in the Senedd on key issues including the Tourism Levy and Licensing Bills.

We are confident that Sam will continue to represent businesses across Wales with dedication and
we wish him every success in the forthcoming Welsh elections.

PASC UK AGENCY CONFERENCE
Here’s a refined and more cohesive version for your newsletter:

We were in Tewkesbury this week for the PASC Agency Conference, where we were joined by over
100 agency members from across England and Wales.

It was a highly constructive event, providing an opportunity to discuss the political landscape, the
challenges facing the sector in both England and Wales, to explore current trends and to consider
how we can future-proof the industry.

The support of our agency members is vital to extending our reach and strengthening our collective
voice - particularly during key activities such as iParls, where numbers truly make a difference. It
was a pleasure to connect face-to-face and to thank these important organisations, both large and
small, for their continued contribution.

The event was also supported by our PASC UK sponsors and partners. While the formal sessions are
invaluable in keeping members informed, we all know there is equal value and fun in the informal
conversations and relationship-building that take place during the breaks and in the bar!

We were also able to spend time with our Wales-based agencies, where we started to shape a plan
for what we would like to see for the sector in Wales and how we could collectively work towards

this.

We will share more detail in next Tuesday’s general newsletter but here are some images to give

you a flavour of the event.




DAILY TELEGRAPH CALL FOR OPERATORS

We have been approached by The Daily Telegraph, who are keen to run a feature on the impact of
the 182 threshold.

They are looking to speak with operators who are ‘unhappy with the current situation’ and can
share how it is affecting them, the tourists and the wider economy.

We are hearing a lot of anecdotal examples of more general businesses who are struggling due to
the holiday lets not investing or giving up. This includes building firms laying off workers, paint
shops who are struggling, etc — do you know of someone near you and could we contact them?

The Telegraph has previously covered 182, and this proved highly effective in helping to shift the
narrative. Media engagement like this is one of the most powerful tools we have to drive awareness
and influence change, but they want to hear from you, they want the real lived experiences and this
is one thing we cannot do for you. So, please consider doing this as a powerful contribution to
making the change on behalf of all of us in the sector.

If you are willing to contribute, or just want to understand a little more, please contact me directly
at nicky@pascuk.co.uk.

CYNGOR GWYNEDD ARTICLE

According to a recent press article, Cyngor Gwynedd Council has called on the Welsh Government
to relax the 182-day holiday let rule, after a sharp decline in registered short-term lets.

Holiday lets in Gwynedd have fallen significantly following the introduction of the 182-night
requirement and similar declines were seen in Anglesey and Conwy, with latest VOA showing as
significant drop in the number of businesses on the NDR list.

Gwynedd Council - a Plaid Cyrmu led Council - have historically been one of the strongest
supporters of measures to control second homes and holiday lets, but they are now saying the 182
threshold is too high and should be reduced due to the challenges it is causing operators.

We know only too well that the threshold is leading to business closures, reduced visitor numbers,
and wider economic impacts on local communities, including lost jobs and reduced revenue for
tourism-dependent businesses, now leading to lay-offs, reduced operating hours and business
closure.

Read the full article here: https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/cyngor-gwynedd-
wants-holiday-home-33640085



https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/cyngor-gwynedd-wants-holiday-home-33640085
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WALES LICENSING BILL
‘Development of Tourism and Regulation of Visitor Accommodation
(Wales) Bill’

As you know the above Bill was voted through the Senedd last week.

The next stage is Royal Assent which is expected to happen in the next 4 weeks — this will then
mean this is set in law and that it will be and ‘act’ rather than a ‘bill’. There will also be a final
release of the 'Explanatory Memorandum'

We don’t expect to be working on this now until after the Senedd election, when the next Minister
will have been appointed. We will then start to work with the team on the Guidelines which will be
a long process over the next 1.5-2 years. A timeline for the guidance will be shared in due course.

All supporting documents can be viewed on the DTRVA website:
https://business.senedd.wales/mglssueHistoryHome.aspx?11d=46599

WALES SENEDD ELECTION UPDATE

42 days to go ... until we go to the polling stations in Wales —and ‘Purdah’ will start on 30 March
and will lead up to the Senedd vote on 7 May.

We continue to engage with our MSes and their teams for input into our Manifesto grid. All parties
have been given the opportunity to feed in directly now, so we will start to circulate this more
widely.

To remind you that we now have the PASC UK Cymru Senedd Election page - available HERE, or click
on the blue box at the bottom of this section.

In this section you will find:

e PASC UK Cymru Tourism Manifesto for Wales — this sets out clearly what our sector needs from
the next Welsh Government in order to revive Welsh Tourism, strengthen the economy and
support the many small businesses that form its backbone.

You will also find supporting papers including:

e PASC UK Cymru Tourism Manifesto Matrix for the 2026 Senedd Elections

e PoliMonitor paper on Welsh Election - How the Senedd Elections is changing in 2026


https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=46599
https://1ui93.r.bh.d.sendibt3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA6Qs4xydpW0wODc4Evpit4BCD/WVjtUatKaYng

Senedd 2026 Elections Page

HOW THE NEW VOTING SYSTEM WORKS
— why your vote matters more this election.

At this Senedd election, we are using a completely new voting system - and many people may not
realise how different it is.

Instead of having two votes, there will be just one. You'll use it to choose a group of six MSs who
will represent a larger area than before.

This new system is designed to be more ‘proportional’, meaning the number of MSs each party gets
should better reflect how many votes they receive. In simple terms, your vote is more likely to

count directly towards the party you support.

This also means there’s less need for ‘tactical voting’. Rather than voting to stop a party you don’t
want, you can vote for the one you do - knowing it has a real chance of making a difference.

Even smaller shares of the vote can lead to representation, so every vote can have an impact.

Whatever your views, it’s worth voting for the party you believe will best represent your interests.

ANGLESEY COUNCIL PUBLISH IMPACT ASSESSMENT OF THE VISITOR LEVY
[REPEAT]

Anglesey Council have published an impact assessment of the visitor levy.

https://share.google/14iTWbacDsSdvQn9t

It is a long document, but clearly shows that in all realistic situations, the levy reduces both GVA and
jobs specific for Anglesey.

For the scenario where the provider absorbs the levy cost:


https://1ui93.r.bh.d.sendibt3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA6Qs4xydpW0wODc4Evpit4BCD/WVjtUatKaYng
https://share.google/I4iTWbacDsSdvQn9t

Table 5.8: Change in annual GVA and employment combined effect - core scenario

Lower Bound Higher bound

(based on Cor:li::;;:ii:;; (based on

elasticities) elasticities)

Change in annual GVA -£0.7m to -£0.8m -£0.3m £0.09m

Anglesey GVA (2023) £1,455m £1,455m £1,455m

g@:{ox percent of Anglesey Economy -0.05% to -0.06% 0.02% 0.01%

Change in FTE Employment -28to-31jobs -16to-18jobs -5to-6jobs

Anglesey FTE Total 18,065 18,065 18,065

Approximate percent of Anglesey 0.15%t0-0.17% -0.09% to -0.10% -0.03%
Workforce ' ’ ’ ' '

Then for the scenario where the visitor pays the levy cost:

Table 5.13: Change in annual GVA and employment combined effec

t - core scenario

Annual GVA Employment
Cha_nge due to impact of Levy being absorbed by the £2.6m 0
business
Change due to spending of the Levy being £0.5m 6-7 jobs
Net change -£2.1m 6-7 jobs
MAKING TAX DIGITAL

HM Revenue
& Customs

MAKING
TAX DIGITAL

The phased introduction of Making Tax Digital (MTD) begins next month - April 2026. Starting with
those earning over £50,000, who will need to begin quarterly digital tax reporting to HMRC under
the Making Tax Digital (MTD) scheme.

The wider rollout will continue in subsequent years and requires businesses and landlords to keep
digital records and submit updates using compatible software.

PASC is supporting members through this transition with webinars and resources —we ran a
webinar with ATT which is available as a recording on our website and below we share a digital
guide from our trusted partners at Zeal Tax.



ZEAL TAX — MAKING TAX DIGITAL GUIDE

ZENL

In less than a month, the first phase of HMRC’s Making Tax Digital (MTD) will go live.

This means that individuals who have qualifying earnings of £50,000+ through self-employment or
property income will be required to comply with the new recording and reporting requirements
from 6™ April 2026. The system will continue in phases for lower income thresholds in 2027
(£30,000 +) and 2028 (£20,000 +).

To help holiday let owners prepare for the biggest change to income tax since HMRC launched Self-
Assessment more than 30 years ago, our partner Zeal Tax has created an ‘everything holiday let
owners need to know’ guide on Making Tax Digital which we are pleased to give you access to.

In this guide you will find key information on what will change, when you may be required to do
MTD, important dates, exemptions, records you will need to keep, penalty systems and how you
can prepare now, including step-by-step instructions on how to register for MTD.

Zeal has also reviewed several MTD compatible software, evaluating what they do well, who they
are best suited for and essential criteria and features that you must consider when choosing your

software.

Members can access this new MTD guide for free on Zeal’s Tax Resources Hub here.

ASSOCIATION OF TAXATION TECHNICIANS (ATT)

PASC UK is partnering with The Association of Taxation Technicians (ATT) to support our Members
with Making Tax Digital.

ATT is a charity and the leading professional body for those providing UK tax compliance services.
They have over 10,000 members and Fellows, together with over 7,000 students.
As a registered charity they have an obligation to operate for the public benefit.


https://gozeal.co.uk/pasc-members-sign-up

WALES SENEDD ELECTION PAGE
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The Current Matrix is with each party for input.

We believe this is the fairest way of approaching this. Each party has been approached and has
been given the opportunity to input. Some have been much more forthcoming than others!

Now they have had this opportunity we will be sharing an update.

These include:
o PASC UK Cymru Tourism Manifesto for the 2026 Senedd Elections
o PoliMonitor paper on Welsh Election

o How the Senedd Elections is changing in 2026

You can find the webpage HERE.
Members Can find the webpage HERE

LOCAL AUTHORITY SURVEYS / CONSULTATIONS

Anglesey: Anglesey Council’s published report is available above:
https://share.google/14iTWbacDsSdvQn9t

Gwynedd: https://arolwg.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/index.php/933431
Gwynedd Council’s survey is still active — it asks about Tourism in your area and the Tourism Levy

PASC UK Cymru’s general notes on the Tourism Levy, intended to provide background and data to
consider when completing all surveys and consultations on adoption of the Tourism Levy is available
here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/.
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WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

o Sign up for the WRA Registration distribution list to ensure you are the first to hear of any
updates.

¢ You have until the end of this month to ask the Valuation Office to have a look at your 2026 If
you feel your 2026 Rateable Value is too high.
e Business Rates Reminder - for those who pay Business Rates, please ensure you are getting

any current Hospitality Grants.

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

1. Turno (New PASC member collaboration): 14th April at 1200
Join us to hear more about how they can support your business.
Register here:
https://1ui93.r.bh.d.sendibt3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA6Qs4xydnoxPmM6bZprZAOMaX/FoC
ILTDCkum3

2. WRA webinars on Wales Statutory Registration:
(Welsh) Thursday 26 March 2026, 11am to 12pm. Register on Eventbrite.

3. PASC UK introduction to Touch Stay — Digital Guidebooks Tues 28™ April 2026 at 1130am
Join the team from Touch Stay to hear how having a virtual Guide Book can improve your
Guest experience, reduce questions and help issues during their stay and strengthen your
relationship with other local businesses.

Open to Members & Non-Members. REGISTER HERE.

4. Making Tax Digital (MTD) - Q&A and open surgery session Tues 28" April at 1300 hrs
Join our panel of experts to ask any questions you have in relation to Making Tax Digital.
REGISTER HERE (Members Only)

Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ Members only recordings are in the Members area.

PASC UK will be present at the following events:
e 25 March. PASC UK Agency Conference, Tewkesbury

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
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ATT and PASC UK 3-part Masterclass series for Members:
Session One: Introduction to MTD

Session Two: How to get ready for MTD

Session Three: Q&A and open surgery session for questions

IN THE MEDIA

Daily Post: Coverage on Cyngor Gwynedd have asked the Senedd to reconsider the 182 day
threshold: https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/cyngor-gwynedd-wants-
holiday-home-33640085

BBC: on the effects on the community of Abersoch:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx2dxz4nejpo?app-referrer=search

The Telegraph: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/salcombe-second-

home-tax-crackdown/

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 —4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales

Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.
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Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

reports/

fﬁ PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

Cangen Cymru 4§ Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association,
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and
assess yourselves.
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