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This week’s contents: 

• Commentary 

• Political Update 

• Tourism Alliance insights conference & Parliamentary reception 

• Rising Fuel Prices 

• Business Rates Urgent Reminder 

• New Partner Announcement: TouchStay 

• Vote for the Charity that PASC UK will support - REPEAT 

• Making Tax Digital – Reminder & Support Programme and launch of sessions with ATT 
(Association of Taxation Technicians) to support Members 

• PASC UK Webinar Programme for 2026  

• PASC UK Support Papers programme  

• PASC UK on the Road and Important Meetings ahead  

• In-Person PASC UK Members meetings 

• Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK   

• Disclaimer 

COMMENTARY  
 
Alistair has now returned from his holiday and is straight back up to London to attend a dinner with 
the MHCLG (Ministry of Housing, Communites and Local Government Minister, Miatta Fahnbulleh, MP 
and Labour Coastal MPs – a full write up can be found below.  
 
This week’s key date for Members is Thursday 12th March when we will be hosting a Members 
Meetings with the team from ATT on Making Tax Digital (MTD) – these sessions will provide practical 
advice and give Members to ask questions of the experts. If you haven’t yet registered, and aren’t 
sure if MTD will affect you this year, it’s not too late to register to make sure that you’re all set. They 
will all be recorded and placed in the Members area of the website after each session.  



 

 

2 

 
Thursday 12th March @ 1030 – How to get ready for MTD: Members Register HERE. 
 
If you live within Sir Geoffrey Cox MP constituency, Torridge and Tavistock in Devon, and haven’t 
received an email with details of an event on Friday 13th March, please respond to this newsletter for 
more details by emailing support@pascuk.co.uk and putting Geoffrey Cox MP meeting in the subject 
line. 
 
We’re hearing from Members across England and Wales about soaring oil prices as a result of the 
current situation in the Middle East – while we don’t have a silver bullet solution for those affected, 
we have included some advice below and encourage those reliant on oil for heating to double check 
their tanks, make sure that any fuel level notification systems are working properly to prevent any 
unwelcome surprises, and to ensure that you keep an eye on security.  
 
Please also look at the Business Rates Reminder section below, time is running out for those that pay 
Business Rates to make sure that are getting the current Hospitality Grant, if you don’t, you should 
still be able to get it, and if you haven’t it will have huge implications for your Business Rates Bills over 
the next three years.  
 
Secondly you only have until the end of this month to ask the Valuation Office to have a look at your 
2026 Rateable Value without having to go through a lengthy ‘Check’ process. If you feel your 2026 
Rateable Value is too high, we have created a guide on how to check if this is the case, and if so how 
to email the Valuation Office with the requisite information.   
 
For those that haven’t yet had a chance to vote for the PASC UK Charity, voting is open for 1 more 
week and we’ll be announcing the chosen charity in next week’s newsletter – more details can be 
found below.  
 
With thanks as always from the whole Team at PASC UK. 
 

POLITICAL UPDATE 

While Westminster has spent much of the week focused on events in the Middle East, the machinery 

of domestic policy has continued quietly ticking away. And for those of us in the visitor economy, one 

debate in particular continues to rumble on - the tourism tax. 

What began as a fairly abstract policy idea is now evolving into a much more practical conversation 

about how such a levy would actually work and, most importantly, where the money would go. 

Tourism Tax Debate Continues 

This week the Local Government Association joined industry voices in calling for tighter controls on how 

revenue from any tourism tax should be spent. In comments reported by the Museums Journal, the 

LGA argued that if local authorities are given powers to introduce a visitor levy, the income should be 

clearly ringfenced for the visitor economy. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tBs9RU87QsWfb4MQkYn6Yg#/registration
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/2026/03/lga-calls-for-tighter-controls-on-tourist-tax-spending/
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Their position is that the money should support the assets that make destinations attractive in the first 

place. That includes museums, heritage sites, cultural venues, public spaces and the infrastructure that 

allows tourism to thrive. 

It is an interesting intervention because it shows local government thinking carefully about the political 

optics of the levy. If visitors are asked to pay extra for staying overnight, there needs to be a clear and 

visible benefit to the destination itself. 

Adding another voice to the debate, former Labour MP and now Director of the Victoria and Albert 

Museum, Tristram Hunt, has publicly backed the idea of a tourism levy. Writing in The Independent, 

Hunt argued that a modest overnight charge could provide an important new funding stream for 

Britain’s museums and cultural institutions, many of which are facing growing financial pressures. 

His argument is that international visitors benefit from the UK’s cultural offer and that it is reasonable 

for a small levy to help sustain those institutions. 

Taken together, these interventions show that there is still no settled political consensus on the 

principle of the tax itself. Some voices support it, others remain cautious, and the hospitality industry 

continues to raise concerns about the impact on visitor behaviour. 

However, there does appear to be increasing agreement on one point. If a levy is introduced, the money 

raised must be reinvested directly into the visitor economy. 

That is a point PASC UK made strongly in our consultation response. If visitors are asked to contribute 

more, the revenue should clearly support the attractions, infrastructure and services that make 

destinations worth visiting in the first place. 

PASC UK Joins Labour Coast and Country in Parliament 

Alistair headed straight up to London after returning from leave to attend a dinner in the House of 
Commons with the Coastal Parliamentary Labour Party.  
 
Attending were: 
 

• MHCLG Minister Miatta Fahnbulleh, MP for Peckham  

• Chair of the CPLP Polly Billington, MP for East Thanet 

• Dan Aldridge, MP for Weston super Mare 

• Jess Asato, MP for Lowestoft 

• Helena Dollimore, MP for Hastings 

• Chris Webb, MP for Blackpool South; and  

• Lord Steve Bassam, of Brighton (Chair of the Lords Select Committee that produced ‘The 
Future of Seaside Towns’ report 2019, and the 2022 follow up). 

 
We have been working with the Coastal PLP since before the Labour Conference last year where we 
sponsored their evening reception. 
 

https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/tourist-tax-museums-victoria-albert-tristram-hunt-b2934714.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/tourist-tax-museums-victoria-albert-tristram-hunt-b2934714.html
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The meeting was very useful as we seek to find ways that we can work together to try and get a 
better recognition of both the value of coastal tourism, which is not doing well at the moment. Firstly, 
by gaining an understanding of the impact of Government policies that have led to the current 
situation, and then moving onto what remedies and changes to policy might look like.  
 
Both the Minister and the Coastal PLP appeared to understand the challenges faced by small 
businesses in Coastal communities and importantly said they understood both the value of the micro 
businesses that make up the visitor economy in these areas, and how they can act as a driver for 
growth and employment under the right conditions.  
 
We are now working on a plan with them, to help pressure the Government into understanding what 
policy changes are essential for the recovery of this important sector.  

Wales Election Hits the Headlines 

Meanwhile, attention is increasingly turning towards the 2026 Senedd elections in Wales. 

Last week PASC UK launched its Tourism Recovery Manifesto, warning that Welsh tourism is now 

operating in what may be the most challenging policy environment in its history. 

The numbers tell a worrying story. Overnight stays in Wales have fallen by around 29 percent between 

2023 and 2024, with further declines recorded during 2025. Nearly half of self-catering businesses 

report fewer customers year on year, while visitor spending and attraction numbers have also dropped 

sharply. 

The manifesto calls for a Wales-wide Tourism Recovery Strategy built around practical measures to 

restore competitiveness. Key proposals include reducing the 182-day letting threshold to 105 days, 

scrapping the planned 2027 visitor levy, reviewing Article 4 planning restrictions and reducing business 

rates for hospitality businesses. 

Encouragingly, several political parties have already begun engaging with these ideas. Both Reform 

UK and the Welsh Conservatives have publicly embraced a number of the manifesto’s priorities. 

We continue to encourage Plaid Cymru, Welsh Labour and the Welsh Liberal Democrats to recognise 

the need for a change in direction after the election in May. 

Tourism remains one of Wales’s greatest economic assets. The challenge now is ensuring policy 

supports its recovery rather than standing in its way. 

Coverage here. 
 
 

TOURISM ALLIANCE INSIGHTS CONFERENCE & PARLIAMENTARY RECEPTION 
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/senedd-elections-2026/
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/whats-on/whats-on-news/scrap-visitor-levy-plea-wales-33517312
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PASC UK SPONSORS PARLIAMENTARY RECEPTION 
 
Each year the Tourism Alliance holds a spring Insights Conference, which is held during English 
Tourism Week, 13-22 March. Following the Conference, we head over to the House of Commons for 
The English Tourism Week Parliamentary Reception.  
 
PASC UK will be joint lead sponsor of this event with the Caravan and Motor Club.  
 
We would expect to attract well over 50 MPs, plus Civil Servants and Ministers to this Reception. 
Alistair will be speaking at this reception in the House of Commons, and the PASC UK Team will be 
there in strength to lobby for our sector.  
 
Alistair is a Tourism Alliance (TA) Council Member and will be working with the TA team to get as 
many MPs there as possible.  
 
Tickets for the Insights conference which includes access to the Parliamentary Reception are available 
now. 15% discount is available for the tickets to the event.  
 
Further details CLICK HERE.  
Buy Tickets CLICK HERE.  
 

RISING FUEL PRICES 

Events in the Middle East are now feeding directly into global oil markets; wholesale fuel prices have 
jumped sharply in recent days. In some areas we are seeing increases of up to 20p per litre across 
England and Wales. 

Markets are volatile, and no one can say where prices will settle, but the short-term outlook points to 
continued instability. 

Fuel is not optional for rural enterprises, and many self-catering businesses will be hugely impacted by 
the short notice price increases. Rural businesses are often the first to feel the sting in the tail when 
global markets wobble, so it makes sense to take a few practical steps now to manage costs and 
protect your budgets. 

Many of our Members rely on heating oil or LPG, price volatility can therefore hit operating costs 
quickly. Tracking energy use and planning ahead can make a difference. 

https://tourismalliance.com/events/tourism-insights-2026
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/thetourismalliance/2023212
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Monitor heating oil levels 

• Check tanks regularly. 
• Plan refills ahead of time. 
• Avoid emergency top-ups which are usually more expensive. 

Improve heating efficiency 

• Service boilers annually. 
• Reduce thermostat settings slightly where comfortable. 
• Check insulation and draft proofing. 
• Review heating timers to ensure they match occupancy. 

Coordinate deliveries 

• If you manage multiple properties, grouped deliveries may reduce transport costs. 

Those managing several buildings might take a wider view across their operations. 

Review overall energy use 

• Audit heating in workshops, offices, and other buildings. 
• Reduce heating in underused spaces. 

Protect fuel stocks 

• Check tanks for leaks. 
• Review security to prevent theft. 
• Monitor consumption trends to spot unusual spikes. 

If you have not yet contacted the PASC UK Energy Buying Club, free to all Members, it may still be 
worth doing so. The process is simple and free for Members, and even if no savings can be found 
immediately, logging your energy costs and your current supply contract with them will mean that 
they will get back in touch with as soon as markets stabilise and savings are available.  

It is much easier for this to be done for electricity and gas, oil and LPG contract supply is much more 
fragmented, and shopping around for supplies of these products is recommended asap and topping 
up asap. 

You can find out more about the PASC UK Buying Club and the Energy Buying Club HERE.  

URGENT BUSINESS RATES REMINDER 
 
This week we have a reminder on where to find all the papers. 
 
1/ Webinar and meeting recordings and accompanying slides 
We had really well attended meeting and webinar to cover the changes in Business Rates. Full 
explanations of the changes from our expert, Robin Leatherbarrow, and lots of good questions 
answered too. 
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/buying-club/
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These recordings can be found, alongside the accompanying slides here: 
The PASC UK Members Meeting 
The PASC UK General Webinar 
 
2/ Paper if your 2026 Rateable Value has risen significantly 
We have produced guidance on what options you have if your 2026 Draft Rateable Value seems too 
high.  
This Guidance will take you step by step through the process of asking the VOA to look again at your 
2026 Rateable Value. 
 
THIS ROUTE IS ONLY OPEN UNTIL 1 APRIL 2026, AFTER WHICH TIME YOU WIL HAVE TO USE ‘CHECK 
AND CHALLENGE’ MORE COMPLEX AND TAKES MUCH LONGER TO RESOLVE. 
 
It also tries to explain how Rateable Values are calculated, so that you can avoid asking for the VOA to 
look at yours again if there is risk of your Rateable Value increasing by doing do. 
 

 
 
We have placed the Guidance on the Website as a word document so that it can aid you in preparing 
your own request for the VOA to reassess based on further information. 
 
You can download a copy of this guidance here:  
For Members CLICK HERE  
For Non-Members CLICK HERE  
 
3/ Making sure you are currently getting the Hospitality and Leisure Grant. 
Have you claimed your 40% ‘retail, hospitality and leisure’ relief? 
 
Self-catering businesses who pay business rates are still eligible for a 40% reduction in their rates 
payments. Details HERE.  
 
This post-Covid measure is available for the last time this year (1 April 2025 – 31 March 2026) and will 
be removed from 1 April 2026 onwards.  
 
To gain this you need to contact your local council who administer the scheme and make your claim 
before 31 March 2026. Each council runs the scheme differently, so please check the website of your 
council to find out who to contact. Although this scheme stops from 1 April 2026, the Transitional 
Relief that applies for business rate increases in England over the following 3 years will still be based 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-only-webinars/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
https://www.gov.uk/business-rates-relief/retail-discount


 

 

8 

relative to the 40% lower payment levels when it comes to setting payments from 1 April 2026 
onwards.  
 
We cannot stress this more strongly: if you have not claimed your 40% relief in England, do it 
immediately and you will save yourself lots of money. 
 

To apply for the Retail, Hospitality, and Leisure (RHL) business rates relief scheme, you must contact 

your local council. In most cases, if you were eligible for the relief in the previous billing year, it will be 

applied automatically to your bill.  

How to Apply 

• Automatic Application: If your business already received RHL relief in the prior year, your local 

council will likely apply the current year's relief automatically and send a revised bill. You do 

not need to take action unless you need to refuse the relief or if you are near the cash cap. 

• New Applications or Missed Relief: If you believe you are eligible but the relief has not been 

applied, you must contact your local council's business rates department directly. They will 

provide the necessary application or declaration forms (often available on their website).  

Key Details for 2025/2026 

• Relief Amount: Eligible occupied properties can receive a 40% relief on their business rates 

bills for the 2025/2026 billing year (1 April 2025 to 31 March 2026). 

• Cash Cap: The maximum amount of relief a single business can receive is £110,000 across all 

its eligible properties in England. 

• Subsidy Control Limits: The scheme is subject to the Minimal Financial Assistance limits under 

the UK's subsidy control regime. A recipient cannot receive over £315,000 in total subsidies 

over a three-year period (the current financial year and the two previous financial years).  

Eligible Properties 

Properties that are wholly or mainly used for the following purposes typically qualify:  

• Shops, restaurants, cafes, bars, or pubs. 

• Cinemas or live music venues. 

• Assembly and leisure (e.g., sports clubs, gyms, spas). 

• Hotels, guest houses, or self-catering accommodation.  

Properties not reasonably accessible to the public or those used for providing financial or professional 

services are generally not eligible. 

 

For more detailed information on eligibility and the application process, refer to the official GOV.UK 

guidance on business rates relief HERE.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/business-rates-relief/retail-discount
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What does it look like on your Business Rates Bill? 
We have scanned in the Higher Wiscombe Bill, (the Chair’s self-catering business) and highlighted 
where you can see that the 40% relief has been included. See below. 
 
 

 
 
4/ Where to find the Business Rates Papers 
We have three further papers which may help you navigate through this nightmare. 

The first one explains what the changes have been since the Budget and in publication of the 2026 

Ratings list. Next to it on the website is a calculator that you can download to assess the impact on your 

own business. 
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We also have two other papers; one explains how to Check and Challenge your 2023 Rateable Value. 

You only have until the 31st of March 2026 to do this. If you want to query your 2026 Rateable Value, 

use the New Guidance at the top. 

 
You can download them here if you are a Member 

Or you can download them here if you’re not a Member 

 

NEW PARTNER ANNOUNCEMENT – TOUCHSTAY 
 

 
 
Over the coming weeks and months, you will see a limited number of new selected Partners that we 
will be sharing with you. Each of these has been hand-picked by the PASC UK team, because of the 
benefits their service or platform offers to operators in our sector. You won’t be bombarded by 
dozens of webinars – only ones with genuinely useful, educational or beneficial content to help 
support your business. The contribution to PASC UK that these Partners makes, helps us to expand on 
the work that we do on behalf of the sector.  
 
We are delighted to announce that Touch Stay are a Partner of PASC UK. 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
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For those not already familiar with TouchStay, PASC UK first introduced our Members to Touch Stay 
as the sector began to reopen post Covid. TouchStay offers Owners the ability to remove paper 
folders with professional digital guidebooks for guests. Most importantly, these guidebooks are easy 
for guests to use and for Owners to update.  

Covering everything from the WiFi details, tide times, instruction guides for the microwave, local 
walks, restaurants, attractions and pubs and everything inbetween – Touch Stay strengthens reviews, 
saves time, improves your Guests experience and reinforces the value our sector brings to the wider 
visitor economy.  

PASC UK Members who are new Touch Stay users can get a 10% discount, details on how to get this 
discount can be found in the Members Offers area HERE. 

All subscribers to this newsletter will be invited to join the Touch Stay and PASC UK teams to hear 
how Touch Stay can help your business and your guests – the date for this will be announced in next 
weeks newsletter. 

VOTE FOR THE CHARITY THAT PASC UK WILL SUPPORT 

Thank you to all of those that shared suggestions for charities for PASC UK to support – we have 
reviewed all of these and provided a shortlist below for you to review and vote on.  

We know how generous our sector is. Many of you quietly support local causes in your own 
communities. Now we want to choose a national partner together. 

Please take a moment to read about them and then cast your vote HERE. 

Family Holiday Charity 

The Family Holiday Charity helps families facing tough times to access a short break or day out 
together. 

They work with families who are struggling with low income, illness or isolation and provide the 
chance to reconnect and recharge through a simple UK break. 

For many of these families, a holiday is not a luxury. It is something they have never experienced. 

https://familyholidaycharity.org.uk  

 

Revitalise 

Revitalise provides respite holidays for disabled people and carers across the UK and abroad. 

They offer accessible breaks for those wishing you travel together, or respite care at home and 
accommodation for carers to enable them to have a much-needed break.  

Their work gives exhausted carers a break and provides guests with independence, confidence and 
community. 

https://revitalise.org.uk 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-offers/
https://familyholidaycharity.org.uk/
https://revitalise.org.uk/
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Give Us Time 

Give Us Time supports bereaved UK Armed Forces families by providing free holidays. 

They work with accommodation providers who donate stays and donors who support their work to 
give families space to rest and rebuild after loss. 

The focus is simple. Time together. Time to heal. 

https://giveustime.org.uk  

We’ll announce the winning charity in the newsletter on Tuesday 17th March 2026 – watch this space 
for ways that PASC UK and our Members can support their work. 
 
Voting is really simple – simply use the link HERE and select your chosen option from the drop-down 
list. Please make sure you click “Done” once you have made your selection to ensure that your vote is 
registered.  
 
Voting is open until 11:59 on Monday 16th March 2026. 
 

MAKING TAX DIGITAL – REMINDER & SUPPORT PROGRAMME AND LAUNCH OF 
SESSIONS WITH ATT (ASSOCIATION OF TAXATION TECHNICIANS) TO SUPPORT 
MEMBERS  
 
 

  
 

In 2026 many of you will need to start reporting to HMRC on a quarterly basis and PASC UK have gone 
into partnership alongside ATT to support the sector through this.  
This is a reminder of what Making Tax Digital (MTD) is and the section below, launches the first part of 
our support programme. 
 
Reminder, what is Making Tax Digital? (MTD) 

Making Tax Digital (MTD) is a mandatory HMRC initiative requiring businesses and landlords to 

maintain digital records and submit tax updates via compatible software. Currently, it applies to VAT-

registered businesses.  

 

Key Aspects of Making Tax Digital: 

https://giveustime.org.uk/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NQZXS6N
https://www.google.com/search?q=Making+Tax+Digital&client=safari&hs=oAz9&sca_esv=45c182c267c17b0e&sxsrf=ANbL-n7FVMqWMA05HYaM0VMoHnBkhOSJLw%3A1770625108167&ei=VJiJaYb7Ce_qhbIPwJPWoQM&ved=2ahUKEwjpkMmu_cuSAxUnREEAHaoeCLEQgK4QegYIAQgAEAU&uact=5&oq=making+tax+digitla&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiEm1ha2luZyB0YXggZGlnaXRsYTIJEAAYgAQYChgLMgkQABiABBgKGAsyCRAAGIAEGAoYCzIJEAAYgAQYChgLMgkQABiABBgKGAsyCRAAGIAEGAoYCzIJEAAYgAQYChgLMgkQABiABBgKGAsyCRAAGIAEGAoYCzIJEAAYgAQYChgLSNgnUABY0RtwAHgAkAEAmAGNAaABnA6qAQQxMC44uAEDyAEA-AEBmAISoAKSD8ICCxAAGIAEGJECGIoFwgIOEC4YgAQYsQMYgwEYigXCAgQQABgDwgIFEAAYgATCAggQABiABBixA8ICCxAAGIAEGLEDGIMBwgIOEC4YgAQYsQMY0QMYxwHCAgoQLhiABBhDGIoFwgIKEAAYgAQYQxiKBcICEBAuGIAEGNEDGEMYxwEYigXCAg0QABiABBixAxhDGIoFwgILEC4YgAQYsQMYgwHCAgUQLhiABMICCBAuGIAEGLEDwgIHEAAYgAQYCsICBhAAGBYYHpgDAOIDBRIBMSBAkgcENy4xMaAHrKoBsgcENy4xMbgHkg_CBwYyLTE3LjHIB16ACAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
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• MTD for VAT: Mandatory for all VAT-registered businesses to use digital records and file 

returns through MTD-compatible software. 

• MTD for Income Tax (ITSA): 

o April 2026: Mandatory for self-employed individuals and landlords with qualifying 

income over £50,000. 

o April 2027: Mandatory for those with income over £30,000. 

o April 2028: Mandatory for those with income over £20,000. 

• Requirements: Users must maintain digital records, submit quarterly updates, and provide a 

year-end declaration. 

• Software: You must use software that connects directly to HMRC systems. 

• Penalties: Late filing may result in penalties, starting at £200, though some penalties are 

waived in the initial 2026/27 rollout phase.  

How to Prepare: 

1. Check Eligibility: Determine when your income level makes you mandatory for MTD. 

2. Choose Software: Select HMRC-compatible software for record-keeping and submissions. 

3. Digitize Records: Begin keeping digital records for income and expenses instead of relying 

solely on paper or manual spreadsheets. 

4. Register: Sign up for the MTD for Income Tax service on GOV.UK.  

 

PASC UK is delighted to be partnering with The Association of Taxation Technicians (ATT) to support 
our Members with Making Tax Digital.  
 

ATT and PASC UK will follow up be hosting a 3-part Masterclass series for Members which will 

cover: 

 

Session One: Introduction to MTD 

-When is it happening 

-Who will be affected – including how to deal with a jointly owned property 

-What does it involve (Digital Record Keeping, Quarterly Updates, and how the MTD tax return 

differs from the ‘normal’ self-assessment return) 

 

Date: Tuesday 10th March 

Time: 1030 

Location: Zoom 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/find-software-thats-compatible-with-making-tax-digital-for-income-tax
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/sign-up-your-business-for-making-tax-digital-for-income-tax
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(This will have happened by the time you are reading this newsletter and will added to the 

Members side of the website shortly). 

  

Session Two: How to get ready for MTD 

-How to find suitable software and what it needs to do 

-Record keeping requirements and how to approach these 

-How and when to sign up 

 

Date: Thursday 12th March 

Time: 1030 

Location: Zoom 

REGISTER HERE (Members Only) 

 

Session Three: Q&A and open surgery session for questions 

 

Panel: Chris Campbell 
Chris is a a Chartered Accountant and Chartered Tax Adviser, as well as a member of the ATT, and initially had a 
career as a tax advisor spanning 20 years. As an ATT Technical Officer, areas of focus for Chris include Making 
Tax Digital, and tax issues relating to owner-managed businesses.  
  
Emma Rawson 
Emma is the ATT’s Director of Public Policy, a Chartered Accountant, Chartered Tax Adviser, and ATT member. 
Emma has been with the ATT for eight years, much of which has been spent building an enviable bank 
of Making Tax Digital knowledge and links to HMRC’s Making Tax Digital teams at all levels. 
  
David Wright 
David has been an ATT Technical Officer for three years, following a decade of experience as a personal tax 
adviser in professional practice, where he also qualified as an ATT member, Chartered Tax Adviser and 
Chartered Accountant. As part of his role with the ATT, David writes and creates content to help the public and 
tax advisers understand and prepare for Making Tax Digital. 
 
Senga Prior  
Senga has recently returned to the ATT following a four-month secondment to HMRC’s Making Tax Digital 
team, where she worked with HMRC to improve their Making Tax Digital guidance and support for taxpayers 
and tax advisers. Senga has over 25 years’ experience as a private client tax adviser, is a qualified ATT member, 
and has a particular interest in tax technology. 

 

Date: Tuesday 28th April  

Time: 1300 

Location: Zoom 

REGISTER HERE (Members Only) 

 

PASC UK WEBINAR PROGRAME FOR 2026 
 
Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at: 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/  Members only recordings are in the Members area.  
 

1/ PASC UK Members Meeting - Introduction to MTD 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tBs9RU87QsWfb4MQkYn6Yg
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/2FyUDuB-T0-2xzauZQLR-A
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
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Date: Tuesday 10th March 

Time: 1030 

Location: Zoom 

 

Details: This meeting will cover… 

-When is it happening 

-Who will be affected – including how to deal with a jointly owned property 

-What does it involve (Digital Record Keeping, Quarterly Updates, and how the MTD tax return differs 

from the ‘normal’ self-assessment return) 

 

REGISTER HERE (Members Only) 

 

2/ PASC UK Members Meeting - How to get ready for Making Tax Digital (MTD) 

 

Date: Thursday 12th March 

Time: 1030 

Location: Zoom 

 

Details: This meeting will cover… 

-How to find suitable software and what it needs to do 

-Record keeping requirements and how to approach these 

-How and when to sign up 

 

REGISTER HERE (Members Only) 

 

3/ PASC UK introduction to Turno – How can Turno simplify Cleaning for you? 
 
Date: Tuesday 14th April 2026 
Time: 1200 BST 
Location: Zoom 
 
Details: Join the team from Turno to hear how they can simplify Cleaning for you. 
 
Open to Members & Non-Members. REGISTER HERE. 
 

4/ PASC UK Members Meeting - Q&A and open surgery session for questions on Making Tax Digital 

(MTD) 

 

Date: Tuesday 28th April  

Time: 1300 

Location: Zoom 

 

Details: Join our panel of experts to ask any questions you have in relation to Making Tax Digital. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/apkQutvNR_i_0INWaRSvAw
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tBs9RU87QsWfb4MQkYn6Yg
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_O-OHxsGhQ_6nzWDU_E-Omg
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REGISTER HERE (Members Only) 

 

PASC UK SUPPORT PAPERS PROGRAMME  

The first of these reports are ready for Download. Further updates on the remaining work in progress 
will follow. 

Newly Published Reports 

1/ PASC UK Paper on the Cumulative Impacts facing the Self-Catering Sector 

This short paper describes the policies and impacts of the main Government policy interventions on 
the PASC UK ‘Firework. 

Members can download these HERE.   
Non-Members can download these HERE. 
 

2/ PASC UK Cymru Tourism Manifesto for the 2026 Senedd Elections  
 
PASC UK Cymru has now published our Draft Manifesto for Wales. We will update this and the 
accompanying ‘lobbying matrix’ as progress is made on getting these pledges into Party Manifestos. 
 
You can find the webpage HERE.    
 
Members Can find the webpage HERE 
 
3/ How the Senedd Elections is changing in 2026 
 
This short paper explains how the Senedd Election is changing this year, with many more politicians 
being elected, and what impacts that may have. 
 
You can find the webpage HERE.    
 
Members Can find the webpage HERE 
 
4/PASC UK DRAFT VOA 2026 LIST ENQUIRY GUIDANCE 

This paper explains to owners how they can get a quick review of the 2026 Rateable Value before 1 
April 2026. 

Members can find it here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/  
Non-Members here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/  

5/ Update on Business Rate Changes Effective April 2026. V3 

This paper has been updated in line with new information on the changes and includes example of 
how the changes come into effect through Transitional Relief over the coming years. We also provide 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/2FyUDuB-T0-2xzauZQLR-A
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/cumulativeimpactsmembers
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/cumulativeimpacts
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/SeneddElection2026
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/seneddelections2026-Members
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/SeneddElection2026
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/seneddelections2026-Members
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
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a link to a spreadsheet that can help you calculate your own Business Rates Bills over the coming 
years. 

Members can find it here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/  
Non-Members here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/  

These were launched in conjunction with a PASC UK Members Meeting with the Solicitor that wrote 
the papers.  

The papers can be downloaded here as part of the Longer Term Lets Pack: 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/pasc-uk-legal-pack/ 

The Meeting recording will be available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-only-
webinars/   

6/ The PASC UK Self-Catering Owner Survey 2025 

This paper can be download from here for Non-Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/  
Or from here for Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/  

Work in Progress Reports and Papers and expected lead times 

 
7/ An Insurance Whitepaper. We have commenced work on an insurance Paper to help make sure 
that you are getting the right policy, asking the right questions of insurers and much more. Expected 
in April. 

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND IMPORTANT MEETINGS AHEAD  
 
PASC UK will be present at the following events:  
 

• 18 March. Tourism Alliance Conference and House of Commons Parliamentary Reception 

• 25 March. PASC UK Agency Conference, Tewkesbury 

• 20 May. Tourism Alliance Council Meeting 

• 23 June. Scottish Agri Tourism Conference 

• 5 September. Reform Conference 

• 19 September. Liberal Democrats Conference 

• 27 September. Labour Conference 

• 4 October. Conservative Party Conference 

• 11 October. Premier Cottages Conference 

• 24 October. Scale Barcelona  

IN PERSON PASC UK MEMBER MEETINGS  

Last year we covered the following, the Cotswolds, Cornwall, Devon, North and SW Wales, the Lake 
District and Northumberland. Given diary commitments alongside the Political Party Conferences, we 
will be providing dates for your diaries for the 2026 in due course.  
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/pasc-uk-legal-pack/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-only-webinars/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-only-webinars/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/


 

 

18 

Next year will see these meetings updated to offer more value and content to Members. If members 
have suggestions for either the content of the meetings or suitable venues in their area, please let 
support@pascuk.co.uk know.  
 
Key targets for us to attend for the first time are: 
 

• Norfolk/Suffolk 

• Yorkshire 

• Southeast/Brighton 

• Mid Wales 
 
Happy to get suggestions for venues, as we look to plan further events around England and Wales.  
 
We apply a nominal charge of £10 per person to cover venue hire, tea, coffee and biscuits and 
attendance is for Members only. All Members from all areas are welcome. 
  
If you have any questions or suggestions for changes to Members Meetings, please contact 
Livvy: support@pascuk.co.uk with the subject line “PASC UK Members Meeting”. 
 
SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  
 
There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering sector. 
We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more funds. 
There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying done on 
behalf of the sector.  
 
We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and 
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with 
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds 
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.  
 
Membership fees are as follows:  
 

• Single cottage £90 plus VAT  

• 2 – 4 Units £150 plus VAT  

• 5 – 10 Units £235 plus VAT  

• 11 + Units £335 plus VAT  

 
Members get telephone support and priority email support.  
 
You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit 
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  
 
Wishing every one of you all the best. 
 
Best regards 
 
Alistair Handyside MBE 

mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
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Executive Chair 
The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK 
www.pascuk.co.uk 
support@pascuk.co.uk 

 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
The content of this newsletter does not constitute legal advice. PASC UK are not legally qualified and make no 
representation or warranty of any kind regarding the completeness, accuracy, adequacy, availability, validity, reliability 
and suitability of the information contained herein. Any reliance you place on such material is therefore strictly at your own 
risk and PASC UK will not be liable for any losses/damages you suffer as a result of your reliance. 
 
If you wish to unsubscribe, please respond saying ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. Thanks  
 

http://www.pascuk.co.uk/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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