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PASC UK WALES NEWSLETTER 
02 April 2026 

 
Today’s update includes: 
 

• Commentary 

• Wales Senedd Election Update 

• VAT on Energy Bills 

• Business Rates update 

• Buying Club / Trade Point Easter offers 

• Great British Holiday 
 

• What we need from you this week? 

• Dates for the Diary 

• In the media 

• Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK Cymru 

• Disclaimer 
 

 
COMMENTARY 
 

With the Senedd now ‘dissolved’ until after the election, we realise how quickly the Election is now 

approaching.  As you will have seen there is much activity in the media.  We will continue to capture 

the key milestones within this newsletter. 

 

This also means that MSes are back in their constituencies campaigning, so this is the ideal time to 

invite them to your properties to understand how they can win your vote by supporting what 

matters most to you.  We are aware that many of you have invited your MSes, please keep us 

updated and let us know how we can support you with this.  We have updated our MS / MP visit 

guidance.  Please consider doing this with your MS. 

 

Welsh Labour have this week launched their manifesto and Plaid Cymru and the Welsh Green Party 

have launched their campaigns and we have more of an idea of Welsh Liberal Democrat’s position.  

 

Every party’s position is relevant in this election.  Given the expansion of the Senedd, it is unlikely 

that any of the parties will be able to translate votes into enough seats to form a majority 
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government, therefore coalitions will be necessary and these could be with any of the parties.  This 

is why we continue to work hard to educate all party members on the impact of current legislation 

and to influence their position on our key tourism policies.  You can also do this by inviting MSes to 

visit you. 

 

Thank you so much to all of you who came forward to speak with The Daily Telegraph.  We had a 

great response and very promptly – thank you.    The story is still ‘on the list’ but the reporter has 

been pulled onto a different story, as is often the case, but I am sure it will be picked up again.  If 

you would still like to be included in this or any other media coverage, please continue to contact 

me. 

 

A number of you kindly came forward to support the BBC Wales feature which Paul Martin was co-

ordinating about the impact of the second homes tax on properties within the boundary of the 

owner’s own home. This currently due to be televised on Tuesday 7th April at 6.30pm so please 

watch and ask your MS, friends and family to do the same. 

 

There are a number of items in the General Newsletter this week which are relevant to both Wales 

and England.  I try not to repeat but some information just has to be repeated.  This week this 

includes VAT on energy and the next steps for Business Rates. 

 

Cardiff City Council are the only Local Authority – from 22 LAs in Wales - who are currently moving 

forward on adopting the Tourism Levy.  You will see coverage of this in the Media section below.   

 

Easter often marks the start of the season for many of us within Tourism and I hope you are all 

booked up to give us all a head start for the season.  We have also taken the opportunity to launch 

the next phase of the ‘Great British Holiday’ which now offers many more options for us in Wales 

and an opportunity for us to celebrate our diversity with an awards programme – open now and 

easy to enter… See below. 

 

 

Kind regards 

 
Nicky and the PASC team 
PASC UK – Wales Branch  
nicky@pascuk.co.uk  
 
 
 

 
PASC EASTER CLOSURE 
 
The PASC UK office will be closed for the Easter weekend from 1700 on Thursday 2nd April until 0900 
on Tuesday 7th April. If Members need urgent help during this time, they should email as usual with 
“URGENT” in the subject line.  

mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
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Livvy will be on holiday from Wednesday 8th April until Sunday 12th April.  Livvy leads on member 
support and is the person behind support@pascuk.co.uk - if you have Wales related matters then 
Nicky is available as normal on nicky@pascuk.co.uk 
 
 
WALES SENEDD ELECTION UPDATE 

 

Campaigning for the Senedd election is now picking up pace, with parties beginning to set out their 

priorities and a few developments attracting attention. 

 

Welsh Labour publishes its manifesto:   

The manifesto lacks detail of how the party would support our Tourism Sector and we hope for 

more information as the detail emerges, but it does suggest “Support a thriving tourism 

sector with a new Tourism Strategy for Wales.” 

You can read the full manifesto here: https://www.welshlabour.wales/manifesto-2026/  

 

Plaid Cymru have launched their election campaign and their manifesto is to be published next 

week.  For now the most relevant document is the ‘First 100 days” which gives an idea of direction 

of travel  https://www.partyof.wales/100days  

 

Green Party of Wales have launched their election campaign.  They highlighted the importance of 

all parties in making up a Welsh Government and that their co-operation comes with an expectation 

of supporting their policies. This BBC article covers their launch:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c4gx2exlgrlo  

 

Welsh Liberal Democrats: Since the Tourism Motion was not passed at the recent conference, we 

understand their position reverts to the previously approved position.  This document from 2024 

suggests adjusting the 182 day threshold to better align with the operational realities and seasonal 

fluctuations to determine a realistic target. 

https://www.libdems.wales/fileadmin/groups/512/Documents/Spring_Conference_24_Motions/Sp

ring_2024_-_Agreed_Policy_Motion_-_Supporting_the_Visitor_Economy_in_Wales.pdf      

 

Reform UK Wales launched their manifesto last month – including reducing 182 and scrapping the 

Tourism Tax – coverage this week has focused on the withdrawal of some of their candidates. 

https://www.reformparty.uk/view-pdf/welsh-manifesto  

 

Welsh Conservatives launched their manifesto some time ago and includes reduction of 182 to 105 

and ‘axe the tourism tax’. https://www.conservatives.wales/ourplan  

 

 

PASC UK CYMRU SENEDD ELECTION PAGE: 

mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.welshlabour.wales/manifesto-2026/
https://www.partyof.wales/100days
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c4gx2exlgrlo
https://www.libdems.wales/fileadmin/groups/512/Documents/Spring_Conference_24_Motions/Spring_2024_-_Agreed_Policy_Motion_-_Supporting_the_Visitor_Economy_in_Wales.pdf
https://www.libdems.wales/fileadmin/groups/512/Documents/Spring_Conference_24_Motions/Spring_2024_-_Agreed_Policy_Motion_-_Supporting_the_Visitor_Economy_in_Wales.pdf
https://www.reformparty.uk/view-pdf/welsh-manifesto
https://www.conservatives.wales/ourplan
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• PASC UK Cymru Tourism Manifesto for Wales – this sets out clearly what our sector needs from 

the next Welsh Government in order to revive Welsh Tourism, strengthen the economy and 

support the many small businesses that form its backbone. 

•  PASC UK Cymru Tourism Manifesto Matrix for the 2026 Senedd Elections – this matrix has been 

circulated to all parties for their input.  This will come into its own now in the approach to the 

election 

.  

•  PoliMonitor paper on Welsh Election - How the Senedd Elections is changing in 2026 

Senedd 2026 Elections Page  

 

   

CHECK YOU ARE PAYING THE RIGHT RATE OF VAT ON ENERGY BILLS 
 
Rising oil and LPG prices are impacting many holiday let owners, particularly in rural areas without 
access to mains gas.  
 
While gas and electricity prices are currently capped, this cap is reviewed quarterly and is looking 
likely that this will increase from July 2026, adding further pressure on energy costs. 
 
It is important to ensure that you are paying the correct rate of VAT for your supply. Domestic 
energy prices, whether electricity or gas, include VAT at 5% - if you have a standard domestic supply 
this is normally the amount charged, you should not need to take any further action, but it is worth 
double checking your bill. 
 
If you have a business supply for holiday lets, you are also eligible for 5% VAT but this is an 
exception so the default is to charge 20%.  If you have a business supply, I would urge you to refer 
to the General newsletter (#308) this week https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-
newsletters/  
 

 

https://1ui93.r.bh.d.sendibt3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA6Qs4xydpW0wODc4Evpit4BCD/WVjtUatKaYng
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/
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BUSINESS RATES UPDATE 
 
As covered last week the opportunity to ‘Check-Challenge-Appeal’ your new 2026 Rateable Values 
started yesterday. 
 
For those of you that are new to Business Rates for Self-Catering in England and Wales, we have 
updated the paper on this, and this is available on the website. 

 

 

You can find this paper at the link below for all the Business Rates papers. 

From Wednesday 1 April,  any business can firstly ‘Check’ their 2026 rateable values and if that 

does not result in a fair outcome, go to ‘Challenge’ and ultimately ‘Appeal’. 

 

PASC UK guidance is available to all and designed to help you through that process. We provide 

a clear step-by-step guide to the appeals process, helping you understand the following: 

• what the new rateable values mean for your business 
• how much you will have to pay after all the complex mechanism for billing are calculated 
• whether you may have grounds to firstly ‘Check’ your Rateable Value 
• how to begin the process 
• what steps to follow to submit an initial ‘Check’ correctly 

You can download copies of the Business Rates guidance below:  
For Members CLICK HERE  
For Non-Members CLICK HERE  
 
If you are a PASC UK Member and you need more help from one of the team, please email 
support@pascuk.co.uk  
 
 

GREAT BRITISH HOLIDAY UPDATE – THANK YOU POSTERS & AWARDS  
 
Many of you reading this newsletter will be familiar with the ‘Thank You Posters’ that we launched 
last year under the banner of ‘The Great British Holiday’. The concept is simple; an easy way to you 
to thank, and gentle educate guests about the vital contribution their holiday makes to so many of 
our local communities, to help to gently change the narrative around our sector.  

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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The posters are personalised, with your name and business or property name, and today we are 
delighted to launch some additional options for you based on your feedback: 
 

• Welsh Options – we now have the option to download in Welsh or English 

• We have added a dedicated library of images from Wales and  

• You are also now able to upload your own landscape image to use  
 
CLICK HERE TO PERSONALISE AND DOWNLOAD YOUR OWN POSTER 
 
We also wanted to use ‘The Great British Holiday’ to find a way to recognise much of what makes 
this sector truly great – you, the Owners, and the Guests who entrust us with their hard-earned 
time off.  
 
We are therefore launching ‘The Great British Holiday Awards’ – we have kept the entry process 
seriously simple (we know you’re all really busy and no one loves a form!) – there won’t be endless 
rounds of shortlists or travelling to some far flung venue to find out if you’ve won – entries are now 
officially open, and will close on 31st May 2026, with winners announced the week of 22nd June 2026.  
 
There are 3 categories: 
 
Rising Star of the Great British Holiday: Recognising a new entrant who has brought fresh thinking 
into the sector. This award celebrates creativity, quality, and a clear commitment to building a 
sustainable self-catering business from day one. 
 
Criteria: Open to businesses that have started operating since 2023, demonstrating innovation, 
great guest experience, and a positive impact on the visitor economy in their local area. 
 
Great British Holiday Legend (Guest Award): Celebrating the guests who make this sector what it is. 
These are the families who return year after year, marking life’s milestones and building traditions 
that span generations. 
 
Criteria: Awarded to a long-standing guest or family with a history of return visits, deep connection 
to the business, and a story that reflects the true value of the Great British Holiday. 
 

https://www.greatbritishholiday.org/your-poster
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Great British Self-Catering Family Business Award: Honouring the backbone of our sector. 
Family-run businesses that have stood the test of time, with generations working together and 
passing knowledge forward. 
 
Criteria: Open to multi-generational businesses that demonstrate continuity, resilience, and active 
involvement of different generations in running and evolving the business. 
 
A winner for each category will be chosen in both England and Wales and a physical award will be 
sent to you to proudly display.  
 
CLICK HERE FOR MORE DETAILS AND TO ENTER. 
 
 

PASC UK BUYING CLUB – TRADEPOINT EASTER OFFERS 
 
For those not already familiar with the PASC UK Buying Club, this is a benefit available to all 
Members, and allows you to access discounts on a myriad of suppliers all year round, including, but 
not limited to Screwfix, B&Q, Currys, eSpares, Mattisons, Pattersons and much more. More details 
and how to sign up can be found in the Members area HERE. 
 
Tradepoint, the trade arm of B&Q has a series of Easter offers (valid until 4th May 2026) which 
Members can take advantage of using the Tradepoint card they get from Membership of the Buying 
Club, which also works across B&Q, giving you 10% off all year round.  
 

• 30% off kitchens when you spend £15,000 

• 30% off bathrooms when you spend £2,500 

• 20% off selected garden furniture & BBQs 

• 20% off tiles 

• 15% off sliding wardrobe doors & Atomia wardrobes when you spend £500 

• 3 for 2 on selected interior & exterior paint 

• 15% off Bosch & Neff appliances when you buy a kitchen 

• 15% off selected pressure washers 
 
And don’t forget, your usual 10% discount is on top of all of these discounts above so if you’re 
planning to spend any time doing any sort of DIY, either in your own house, or at your property, 
make sure you’re taking advantage of the discount!  

 

 

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK? 
1. MS Visits - Invite your MS to visit your business during this crucial campaign month. 

2. Media enquiries – please contact me if you are happy to talk to the media 

(nicky@pascuk.co.uk) 

3. Check you are on the right VAT rate for Oil and LPG. 

4. Check your 2026 Rateable Value impact, and if necessary, follow the guidance to get a 

‘Check’ in.  

5. ‘Great British Holiday’  

I. Download your new posters 

https://www.greatbritishholiday.org/awards
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/pasc-uk-buying-club/
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
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II. Enter the ‘Great British Holiday’ awards – Very easy to enter. 

 
PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY: 
 

1. Turno (New PASC member collaboration):  14th April at 1200 
Join us to hear more about how they can support your business.  
Register here: 
https://1ui93.r.bh.d.sendibt3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA6Qs4xydnoxPmM6bZprZA0MaX/FoC
ILTDCkum3  

 
2. WRA webinars on Wales Statutory Registration: 

(Welsh) Thursday 26 March 2026, 11am to 12pm. Register on Eventbrite.  
 

3. PASC UK introduction to Touch Stay – Digital Guidebooks Tues 28th April 2026 at 1130am 
Join the team from Touch Stay to hear how having a virtual Guide Book can improve your 
Guest experience, reduce questions and help issues during their stay and strengthen your 
relationship with other local businesses.  
Open to Members & Non-Members. REGISTER HERE. 
 

4. Making Tax Digital (MTD) - Q&A and open surgery session  Tues 28th April at 1300 hrs 

Join our panel of experts to ask any questions you have in relation to Making Tax Digital. 

REGISTER HERE (Members Only) 

 

 

Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at: 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/  Members only recordings are in the Members area.  
 

 

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:  

Available here:    https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ 

 

 

IN THE MEDIA 
 

BBC Wales:  Green Party coverage on their role in the Senedd election: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c4gx2exlgrlo  

 

Cardiff City Council Adopts the Tourism Tax: 

Business News Wales: coverage of the Tourism Tax to be adopted by Cardiff City Council 

https://businessnewswales.com/visitor-levy-to-be-introduced-for-overnight-stays-in-cardiff-from-

2027/  

ITV Wales:  

https://www.itv.com/watch/news/cardiff-council-votes-to-introduce-visitor-levy/l1cpr0h  

 

182 Coverage: 

https://1ui93.r.bh.d.sendibt3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA6Qs4xydnoxPmM6bZprZA0MaX/FoCILTDCkum3
https://1ui93.r.bh.d.sendibt3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA6Qs4xydnoxPmM6bZprZA0MaX/FoCILTDCkum3
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/acc-cofrestr-cenedlaethol-i-llety-ymwelwyr-ar-ardoll-ymwelwyr-tickets-1965419474556?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Q2ZlqaCxRFO6o1I6iJ7NKA
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/2FyUDuB-T0-2xzauZQLR-A
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c4gx2exlgrlo
https://businessnewswales.com/visitor-levy-to-be-introduced-for-overnight-stays-in-cardiff-from-2027/
https://businessnewswales.com/visitor-levy-to-be-introduced-for-overnight-stays-in-cardiff-from-2027/
https://www.itv.com/watch/news/cardiff-council-votes-to-introduce-visitor-levy/l1cpr0h
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Daily Post:  Coverage on Cyngor Gwynedd have asked the Senedd to reconsider the 182 day 

threshold: https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/cyngor-gwynedd-wants-

holiday-home-33640085  

 

BBC: on the effects on the community of Abersoch: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx2dxz4nejpo?app-referrer=search  

 

  

 

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  

 
As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do.  We can only 

do this with the support of our memberships.  So we would encourage as many non-members as 

possible to join PASC UK… enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run. 

 

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit 

Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  

 

Membership fees are as follows: 

• Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

• 2 – 4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

• 5 – 10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

• 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

 

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT 

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only 

communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales 

Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.  

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

reports/ 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/cyngor-gwynedd-wants-holiday-home-33640085
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/cyngor-gwynedd-wants-holiday-home-33640085
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx2dxz4nejpo?app-referrer=search
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88
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Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business 

policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, 

not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’. 

 

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and 

social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there 

are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We 

will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and 

assess yourselves.  

 


