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COMMENTARY

There is a huge amount to cover and it is hard to organise so much information so we have put all
general newsletter items first and then the Senedd Election update (including Manifesto Grid) last in
the newsletter.

The Senedd Election is 3 weeks today! 21 days to go...

So time to launch our PASC UK Manifesto Grid.



The team at PASC UK have been working hard to get as many Tourism related pledges in each of the
parties Manifesto’s in Wales and to understand the detail behind the manifestos.

It has been incredibly difficult to obtain this information from some of the major parties... read into
that what you willl We felt it was fair to give every party the opportunity to input before circulating
widely and they have all had ample opportunity. So here it is...

Now over to you... we provide the facts as presented to us - it is up to you to decide who you want
to believe and who you will put your faith in for the next Government.

How to use this grid? You can use this in your communications — send it to your election candidates
and ask them how they will support you and your business? Or keep it by the front door and ask
when they come a’knocking?

THE WALES MANIFESTO MATRIX
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See Senedd Election section below for a larger, readable grid with more detail.

The most up to date documents are uploaded onto the PASC UK Cymru Senedd Election Page:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/senedd-elections-2026/

There is no better time to invite your Senedd candidate to visit your business — this is a great way to
influence them and to contribute to the campaign — this is what really makes the difference and
particularly now — they want your vote and every vote matters this time. To this end, we have
refreshed the MS Visit guide.

You will find this and other resources in a new member area of the website ‘Lobbying’.
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/members/lobbying-guide/

On that note, we see the final manifesto launch from the major parties — Welsh Liberal Democrats.
There was a pledge to permanently extend the business rates relief on retail, leisure and hospitality,
with a review of business rates thresholds, but other than that Tourism was pretty much notable by
its absence, we are receiving mixed messages and the full position is still very much ‘unclear’. More
detail in the section below.

There has been some significant activity around the 182 threshold recently so we have included a
short summary update.

Over in Westminster, a new inquiry into the future of UK tourism has been launched. Although it is
UK-led, it is worth noting in this newsletter, as it gives PASC UK an opportunity to highlight the
importance of the self-catering sector. It may also create opportunities to reference Wales in this
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and future inquiries, particularly on matters that are not devolved. A short summary is included
below, with further detail available in the General Newsletter.

On a lighter note, we have had some fantastic entries to the Great British Holiday awards, really
highlighting the very best of our sector, a huge thank you to all of those who have taken the time to
enter already — the awards are open to all in England and Wales — its free and easy to enter, and
more information can be found HERE. We’re also running a competition over the next 2 weeks for
gallery entries for the ‘Thank You’ posters — more details can be found below on how you can win a
Fortnum & Mason hamper worth £100!

Media continues to be busy... The second of the BBC ‘Ask the Leader’ programmes aired last
evening with Eluned Morgan, Dan Thomas and Anthony Slaughter. Presented in the ‘Queen of
Welsh Resorts’ - Llandudno, we thought it was inevitable that tourism questions would be raised.
How wrong we were... not a single mention.

So we are looking forward to the Leader debate on ITV ‘Wales Decides 2026’ on Sunday (19™ April).
All 6 Party Leaders join the debate and you can still present a question by emailing
walesdecides@itv.com. Let’s see if we can get Tourism included in the debates.

Aside from the TV debates, The Times have been working with us on a piece which we expect to be
published later this week.

Finally, don’t forget to join our PASC UK webinars. We have just scheduled the next Quarterly
Owners update from Key Data, where Sally Henry will bring you up to speed with how bookings
over Easter ended up across England and Wales, and how they’re doing as we look ahead to half
term and the summer holidays - Tuesday 19th May at 1100 - open to all.

Kind regards

Nicky and the PASC team
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

LIBERAL DEMOCRAT MANIFESTO LAUNCH

The Liberal Democrats have now launched their manifesto, completing the set from the major
Welsh parties.

We were pleased to hear a commitment to permanently extend business rate relief on the retail,
leisure, and hospitality sectors and a review Business Rates for hospitality but this seemed to be
aimed more at high street hospitality and empty shops.
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We had hoped for greater clarity on the party’s tourism policies. Motions relating to tourism raised
at conference were not passed, leaving both us - and some of their own party members - uncertain
about their party positions.

There was an indirect reference to protecting tourism through cleaning up rivers and seas.
The reference to Welsh Labour “showing time after time that they do not understand the needs of
our small businesses, hospitality, tourism or farming sectors across Wales”, suggests that Lib Dems

do understand but this was certainly not clear in their manifesto.

Much of the announcement was focused on the statement that the Lib Dem position “will not
spend a single penny of Welsh Government money on the independence agenda.”

Full manifesto is available here: https://www.libdems.wales/manifesto-2026

Jane Dodds was recently quoted on BBC Leaders debate saying that she believed in the principle of

182 but not where a property cannot be a home for 365 days when it should be exempted.

We are then advised by the party that the Lib Dem motion from 2024 still stands: ‘adjusting the 182
day threshold to better align with the operational realities and seasonal fluctuations to determine a
realistic target.’ Link Here.

So as we say... unclear! We will continue to seek clarity on their position.

182 UPDATE

There has been some significant progress on the 182 threshold recently highlighting a shifting
landscape.

Cyngor Gwynedd Council have recently written to the Welsh Government calling for a review of the
current criteria and Powys Council has proposed the use of discretionary powers to remove the
premium element of backdated council tax bills for affected properties.

Welsh Labour previously acknowledged the need for review of the policy by launching their
consultation last year and inviting feedback on the shortcomings of the whole policy.

Now we see a clear acknowledgement of the need for a review from Plaid Cymru in the
commitment to ‘keep the 182-day threshold for holiday accommodation under review, and create
clear and reasonable new exemptions where that accommodation would not qualify as a private
home’.

As we know Welsh Conservatives have long committed to reducing the threshold to 105 and
Reform UK to reduce the threshold in consultation with the sector.

Welsh Liberal Democrats stated in 2024 that they would adjust to better align with operational
realities and seasonality. The proposed motion relating to Tourism fell at the recent conference
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which leaves their position now quite unclear. At a recent debate Jane Dodds stated support for
the principle but not when the property cannot be lived in.

Finally, Welsh Green Party, have not responded to our approaches.

Letter To All 22 Local Authorities

The recent actions of Gwynedd Council and Powys Council with regard to 182 and council tax
premiums raise important questions for all local authorities. PASC UK Cymru have this week written
to all 22 local authorities in Wales to bring this to their attention and to ask them to share their
intentions.

We ask these 3 specific questions:
e Will your authority also be making formal representations to the Welsh Government

regarding the operation and impact of the 182-day rule?

o What are your authority’s plans in relation to the use of discretionary powers, particularly
concerning backdated premiums applied since April 2023?

e  What are your authority’s plans to offer exemption from council tax premiums for the first
year of reverting to council tax?

We have also requested a meeting with each local authority to discuss this further and to fill
potential data gaps for them.

When we met with Local Authorities previously, we have been able to provide them with hard data,
and lived experience from their own residents which we believe has gone some way to inform their
decision making.

We will keep you updated and will probably ask for your local experience when these meetings
arise.

VISIT PEMBROKESHIRE 2026 CROESO AWARDS

The Visit Pembrokeshire Tourism Awards are open for entries until end of April. This is an excellent
opportunity to showcase the quality and professionalism our sector delivers every day.

If you operate in Pembrokeshire, we encourage you to get involved, represent self-catering and
tourism, and share the success stories we can all be proud of. It’s a chance to highlight the positives
and give the industry a well-deserved boost.

Entry is completely free for all Pembrokeshire businesses, and you don’t need to be a Visit
Pembrokeshire member. Finalists will also receive a complimentary ticket to attend the awards

ceremony.

Let’s celebrate the good news while continuing to champion our sector.



2026 Croeso AWARDS | Visit Pembrokeshire

DCMS SELECT INQUIRY IN WESTMINSTER

Over in Westminster the newly formed Dept of Culture, Media and Sport Select Committee have
launched an inquiry into the future of UK tourism. While this is a Westminster inquiry, it does give
PASC UK the opportunity to place the self-catering and short-term holiday let sector firmly into
Westminster’s thinking on tourism growth, competitiveness and resilience.

In England, we have seen the announcement of a DCMS Select Committee, this a really welcome
announcement. When a Select Committee calls an Enquiry, it will be a result of the cross party
Select Committee identifying that there are specific challenges and problems in a particular area. It
has come about due to all the lobbying of all the tourism trade associations, all the iParl letters sent
to MPs, and the wider tourism data, that is not great especially around domestic tourism and rural
and coastal in particular.

This is a massive opportunity for the wider tourism sector and for PASC UK in particular, with our
sector facing so many interventions. This is the perfect opportunity to explain the Cumulative
Impacts that we bang on about all the time, and the effect that they are having on each and every
reader of this newsletter.

Governments don’t call Select Committee Enquiries, the Select Committee do and on the
Publication of the Enquiry Report the Government must formally respond.

We have already started on our response, and there is more detail below on what we intend to put
in it, and how you can contribute.

VAT ON ENERGY BILLS

We continue to hear many success stories about Members getting VAT refunds on their energy bill,
some substantial. If you have not yet had time to do this, please refer to the detailed notes in the
last two weeks General and Wales Newsletters. The most frequently mentioned supplier for not
applying the 5% Vat for energy is British Gas, several Members have told us the easiest way is to
login to your account and go to the Apply for VAT self-Certification which worked really quickly.
May well be worth seeing if your supplier has a similar tab.

Refunds look like they go back four years, which is why some have been very significant. Please
continue to share your stories with us on this, especially tips like the above, and we will collate and
look at producing a simple paper on Energy VAT. Send them to support@pascuk.co.uk and put
Energy Vat in the Subject line.

PHOTO COMPETITION FOR ‘THANK YOU’ POSTERS


https://www.visitpembrokeshire.com/croeso-awards

ik you for choosing our little holiday business at Tragellas,
very enjoyable stay in our OneUp OneDown holiday retreat
o locality.

you on behalf of all the local families and businesses
ond

S0 8 huge thank you
spending locally there woul
continue to enjoy Great Staycations in the UK.

We've : had a
fantastic response to the updated ‘Thank You’ posters which can be found HERE. We would love to
expand the gallery of images of all of the creative ways you’ve included them in your properties, so
for the next 2 weeks we will be running a competition which is open to all.

To enter, simply send a photo of your ‘Thank You’ poster in situ to support@pascuk.co.uk with the
subject line “Thank You Poster” to be entered in the draw to win a Fortnum & Mason Hamper
worth £100!

Winners will be picked at random and notified on Tuesday 28" April to confirm the delivery
address. There is no cash alternative.

CLICK HERE FOR MORE DETAILS AND TO ENTER.

WALES SENEDD ELECTION

Introduction - General Update
We have only 3 weeks to go so activity is high.
e The Senedd is dissolved and we are now in ‘Purdah’
e The parties’ deadline for candidates was last Friday so these are now locked in and available
for all to see and
e All manifestos are now launched.
So full attention is now on doorstep campaigning and TV debates.

PASC UK Cymru Manifesto Grid
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This week we launch the updated PASC UK Cymru Manifesto Grid.

We have worked incredibly hard to try to populate this grid over the past weeks. You will notice
that some boxes remain incomplete ‘not stated’. Some parties have been very communicative —
others it has been like pulling teeth!! With one party completely ignoring any communication (a
theme referenced in many areas of the sector). All parties have had ample opportunity to state

their positions.

THE WALES MANIFESTO MATRIX PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk
Cangen Cymru 34 Wales Branch

PASC UK Cymru has been pressing each of the
political parties standing in the upcoming Senedd
Elections on Tourism. This matrix helps you keep up
to date with those. It will be updated as changes
emerge. In some cases it has been difficult to get
parties to disclose their policy positions.
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How do we use this now?

We recommend you use it in your communication with Senedd candidates.

o Keep it by the front door and when they come door knocking ask how they will support you in
these key policies for your business.

e Send the grid to your Senedd candidate and ask them to comment

e Any way that works for you... you are often more creative than we are.

Please let us know what answers you get...

How will PASC use it?

This has become a recognised tool across the politicians and the sector — like the cumulative impact

‘firework’.

From this basis we will:

e continue to (try to) engage with the Party’s to get clarity.

e Share more widely as part of a communication plan including media, social media and other
channels

e Share updates with you as they come. The most up to date will always be on our website.

Who should I vote for?

We will never advise you on that. We present the facts on the key policies — you then decide who
to believe and who to put your faith in.

We know there is a lot of cynicism of whether these positions are to be believed. That decision
remains yours!



Good luck — may the best party win.

THE LATEST POLLS:

There are a number of polls out there. |1 am told that YouGov is considered the most reliable but |
would caveat this — the new voting system makes the results very much more unpredictable than
previous elections and there remains all to play for.

This article from YouGov MRP suggests:

e Plaid Cymru emerge as leader, currently projected to win 43 seats - just short of a majority.

e Reform UK and the Greens are both set for major gains, with estimated totals of 30 and 10 seats
respectively.

e Labour faces a drop to 13% of the vote and ending its long-standing dominance in Welsh
politics. In contrast

e Conservatives and Liberal Democrats predicted to retain very few seats.

Read the full article here: https://yougov.com/en-gb/articles/54394-first-yougov-mrp-of-the-
2026-senedd-election-shows-plaid-cymru-on-course-to-be-the-largest-party

YouGov's first MRP of the 2026 Senedd election shows
Plaid Cymru as the largest party

If there were a Senedd (Welsh Parliament) election tomorrow, which party would you vote for?
Based on modelled responses of 2,978 Welsh adults

Total seats
PC

Ref
Lab
Grn

Con
LD
Oth

YouGov 9 -18 March 2026

THE PARTY MANIFESTOS — A QUICK LINK GUIDE:
(in alphabetical order)

Welsh Conservatives
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A full section on Tourism. They launched their manifesto some time ago — it includes action on most
of the key policies reduction of 182 to 105 and ‘axe the tourism tax’. They position themselves as
pro-tourism

Manifesto Link: https://www.conservatives.wales/ourplan

Green Party of Wales Focus on Housing and Travel. Pledges to invest in infrastructure supporting

walking, cycling, climbing and other outdoor activities. Sustainable transport options will support
tourism. No specific mentions of 182, tourism levy etc.

Full manifesto: https://wales.greenparty.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/51/2026/04/Senedd-
Manifesto-2026-EN2.pdf?x30553

Welsh Labour

The manifesto lacks detail of how the party would support our Tourism Sector and we hope for
more information as the detail emerges, but it does suggest “Support a thriving tourism

sector with a new Tourism Strategy for Wales.”

Full manifesto here: https://www.welshlabour.wales/manifesto-2026/

Welsh Liberal Democrats

Permanently extend the business rates relief on retail, leisure and hospitality, with a review of
business rates thresholds. Focus appears to be high streets and town centres.

Manifesto Link: https://www.libdems.wales/manifesto-2026

Lib Dem motion from 2024: ‘adjusting the 182 day threshold to better align with the operational
realities and seasonal fluctuations to determine a realistic target.’
https://www.libdems.wales/fileadmin/groups/512/Documents/Spring Conference 24 Motions/Sp

ring 2024 - Agreed Policy Motion - Supporting the Visitor Economy in Wales.pdf

Plaid Cymru

Their position on 182 is to keep the 182-day threshold “under review”, and “create clear and
reasonable new exemptions”. They show clear support of the Tourism Levy, and pledge to review
business rates.

Manifesto link:
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/plaid2016/pages/41843/attachments/original/1775140240/For
Wales - 2026 Manifesto.pdf?1775140240

‘First 100 days” https://www.partyof.wales/100days

Reform UK Wales

A full section on Tourism, including reducing 182 and scrapping the Tourism Tax and movement on
nearly all the key policies:

Manifesto Link: https://www.reformparty.uk/view-pdf/welsh-manifesto

PASC UK CYMRU SENEDD ELECTION PAGE:

e PASC UK Cymru Tourism Manifesto for Wales — this sets out clearly what our sector needs from
the next Welsh Government in order to revive Welsh Tourism, strengthen the economy and
support the many small businesses that form its backbone.
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e PASC UK Cymru Tourism Manifesto Matrix for the 2026 Senedd Elections — this matrix has been
circulated to all parties for their input. This will come into its own now in the approach to the
election

. ® PoliMonitor paper on Welsh Election - How the Senedd Elections is changing in 2026

Senedd 2026 Elections Page

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

1. Manifesto Grid — Use it with Senedd candidates and share widely please.

2. MS Visits - Invite your MS to visit your business during this crucial campaign month.

3. Media enquiries — please contact me if you are happy to talk to the media
(nicky@pascuk.co.uk)
Check you are on the right VAT rate for Oil and LPG.

5. Check your 2026 Rateable Value impact, and if necessary, follow the guidance to get a
‘Check’ in.

6. ‘Great British Holiday’

I.  Download your new posters

II.  Enter the ‘Great British Holiday’ awards — Very easy to enter.

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

1. Turno (New PASC member collaboration): 14th April at 1200
Join us to hear more about how they can support your business.
Register here:
https://1ui93.r.bh.d.sendibt3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA6Qs4xydnoxPmM6bZprZAOMaX/FoC
ILTDCkum3

2. WRA webinars on Wales Statutory Registration:
(Welsh) Thursday 26 March 2026, 11am to 12pm. Register on Eventbrite.

3. PASC UK introduction to Touch Stay — Digital Guidebooks Tues 28" April 2026 at 1130am
Join the team from Touch Stay to hear how having a virtual Guide Book can improve your
Guest experience, reduce questions and help issues during their stay and strengthen your
relationship with other local businesses.

Open to Members & Non-Members. REGISTER HERE.

4. Making Tax Digital (MTD) - Q&A and open surgery session Tues 28" April at 1300 hrs
Join our panel of experts to ask any questions you have in relation to Making Tax Digital.
REGISTER HERE (Members Only)
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https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Q2ZlqaCxRFO6o1I6iJ7NKA
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/2FyUDuB-T0-2xzauZQLR-A

Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ Members only recordings are in the Members area.

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

IN THE MEDIA

BBC Wales News: “Holiday let owner says legislation will ‘destroy me””
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cly6826p8i8o ,

BBC Your Voice “Ask the Leader” Sessions:

e Haverfordwest: Party Leaders - Darren Millar, Jane Dodds and Rhun ap lorwerth. (Tourism
questions at 16 mins / 48 mins / 1.19 hrs in)

e https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m002txxm/your-voice-live-your-voice-live-ask-the-
leader-08042026

e Llandudno: Party Leaders — Eluned Morgan, Dan Thomas, Anthony Slaughter.

The Guardian:. https://www.theguardian.com/business/2026/apr/01/two-thirds-of-uk-hospitality-
businesses-plan-to-cut-jobs-and-one-in-seven-will-close-survey-finds?CMP=share btn url

Powys Council Tax:
https://www.shropshirestar.com/news/backdated-powys-council-tax-self-catering-holiday-units-
quashed-6529048

Daily Post: Coverage on Cyngor Gwynedd have asked the Senedd to reconsider the 182 day
threshold: https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/cyngor-gwynedd-wants-
holiday-home-33640085

BBC: on the effects on the community of Abersoch:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx2dxz4nejpo?app-referrer=search

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.
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https://www.shropshirestar.com/news/backdated-powys-council-tax-self-catering-holiday-units-quashed-6529048
https://www.shropshirestar.com/news/backdated-powys-council-tax-self-catering-holiday-units-quashed-6529048
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/cyngor-gwynedd-wants-holiday-home-33640085
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/cyngor-gwynedd-wants-holiday-home-33640085
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx2dxz4nejpo?app-referrer=search

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 —4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales

Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

reports/

8 PASC
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DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business

policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association,

not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We

will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and

assess yourse/ves.
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