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e  What we need from you this week?
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e  Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK Cymru
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COMMENTARY

The Senedd Election is 2 weeks today! 14 days to go...

But first and foremost... the Annual Owners Survey is open. Can we ask you please to complete
this and to share far and wide with other operators. The data that we obtained last year was
absolutely crucial to our lobbying work and as a direct result of this data we were able to influence
policy, manifesto decisions and even LA decisions not to raise CT premiums. The number of
responses we receive makes the data more valid than many other sources and we would please
urge you to complete and ask everyone you know it the sector to do the same. CLICK HERE TO TAKE
PART



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2FM7J3W
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2FM7J3W

The launch of our PASC UK Manifesto Grid has sparked a lot of interest with our readers and with
others who have seen it on social media. We are seeing it being used on the doorstep as we had
envisaged ... met with lack of clarity in the response from some parties’ candidates.

Tourism and hospitality affects so many people in rural and coastal Wales, not only the 165,000
people employed - but all the family members, clients, pub-goers, café patrons etc etc who are
indirectly affected. That’s a lot of votes. Surely too many to ignore — yet we are still struggling to
get a response from some of the key parties - ironically parties that need the votes most.

We will continue to ask for clarity and will continue to circulate. We ask you to use the grid — ask
your candidates about the policies and please like and share the grid on social media.

THE WALES MANIFESTO MATRIX @9 PASC

o

Lisioioiojoreie i
ig:0i0i0i0inin®

ia-eiminininis
i%eis%aie;e;sgs
isisiojoiojoio ¥

See Senedd Election section below for a larger, readable grid with more detail.

The most up to date documents are uploaded onto the PASC UK Cymru Senedd Election Page:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/senedd-elections-2026/
We will be uploading more documents to the Senedd Election page this week.

Some of you have hosted your Senedd Candidates and your MPs recently - there is no better time to
do this —it is also one of the best ways you can ‘do your bit’ for the campaign for change. Please
continue to do this now and beyond the Election as we get to know our new MSes and the get to
know us. If you arrange the time, we can then prep you and get you ready - so there is nothing to
fear.

We continue to follow the Leader Debates on every channel on the TV. It is very enlightening as you
can ‘get the measure’ of the Leaders of each party. Sadly Tourism fails to make it to the debates in
most occasions except the first BBC Ask the Leader debate in Haverford West. But 2 weeks to go so
there is still time.

In other areas of the Media — The Times published a piece featuring PASC specifically covering
Council Tax premiums and the actions from Powys Council. Powys are discussing reversing the
Premiums for their residents at their next cabinet meeting. Click HERE to read.

We have extended the deadline for the ‘Thank you’ poster competition to 11 May as some people
needed some extra time to set up their posters in property. Simply send a photo of your ‘Thank
You’ poster in situ to support@pascuk.co.uk with the subject line “Thank You Poster” to be entered
in the draw to win a Fortnum & Mason Hamper worth £100!

Finally, there are quite a few Webinars and Meetings coming up including the PASC UK introduction
to Touch Stay — Digital Guidebooks and a Making Tax Digital (MTD) Q&A and open surgery session
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https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/senedd-elections-2026/
https://www.thetimes.com/article/34829297-9858-4eb3-9c63-d9ede6602b25?shareToken=12a25b05cd67fcb01f493e91c8c370d1
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk

for Members both on Tuesday 28™ April (you can submit questions on MTD ahead of time if you
can’t make it on the day). The next Key Data Quarterly Owners Update will be on Tuesday 19t
May.

Timings for all and how to register are in the ‘Dates for your Diary’ Section below.

Kind regards

Nicky and the PASC team
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

PASC UK ANNUAL OWNER SURVEY 2026

We have launched our most important Survey to date. It will run for two weeks only, and we are
asking as many of you as possible to take part.

Being a sector survey, it does ask some pretty detailed questions, about your property, where it is,
your turnover, how many employees/contractors you have, and how much they are paid. Also,
property features, what kind of building it is, how much your costs have changed in the last year,
letting thresholds (182 & 70) and more.

From all this data we will be to establish a wide range of key data points to include in two
forthcoming major publications.

1/ A PASC UK ‘Form and Value’ report on the sector. What we add to the economy, how many jobs,
how much we pay staff and more. Using data to show what is a real business holiday let, and use
that to back arguments to support, not penalise, them.

2/ A Cumulative Impacts White Paper. Over the last three years we have seen almost 30 major
interventions into our sector. Few have been helpful to us. Providing data via the Survey will enable
us to illustrate what the costs of these interventions have been, and how the sector is under real
pressure from the cumulative impacts of all the tax and regulatory changes. Think Fire Regs,
followed by FHL abolition, followed by EPCs in three short years.

Please can as many of you as possible take part, share the link across your networks and let’s
together get a really impactful number, providing data that can influence Government Policy in
England and Wales.

Please put a little time aside. Click on the Survey link and give your considered answers. When you
are asked for figures, you are experienced owner operators so real best estimates are fine.

CLICK HERE TO TAKE PART

MAKING TAX DIGITAL (MTD) SURGERY MEMBERS MEETING

Making Tax Digital has been highlighted as a key concern for many. PASC are working with our
partners ATT to provide clarity on what will be involved.


mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2FM7J3W

On Tuesday 28™ April at 1300 we will be hosting the third part of our Making Tax Digital series for
Members. The ATT team will be on hand to answer any questions you may have about Making Tax
Digital.

The session will be recorded and placed in the Members area — Members will be able to ask
guestions live, but for those that cannot attend, please submit any questions ahead of the Meeting
for these to be asked on your behalf on 28™ April.

Please send them to support@pascuk.co.uk with the subject line “MTD Questions” — the session will
be recorded and shared in the Members area of the website.

REGISTER HERE (Members Only)

PHOTO COMPETITION FOR ‘THANK YOU’ POSTERS

We’ve had a fantastic response to the updated ‘Thank You’ posters which can be found HERE. We
would love to expand the gallery of images of all of the creative ways you’ve included them in your
properties, so for the next 2 weeks we will be running a competition which is open to all.

To enter, simply send a photo of your ‘Thank You’ poster in situ to support@pascuk.co.uk with the
subject line “Thank You Poster” to be entered in the draw to win a Fortnum & Mason Hamper
worth £100!



mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/2FyUDuB-T0-2xzauZQLR-A
https://www.greatbritishholiday.org/your-poster
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk

BASED ON FEEDBACK FROM MEMBERS AND NEEDING A LITTLE BIT OF EXTRA TIME TO SOURCE
FRAMES AND GET INTO THEIR PROPERTIES, WE HAVE UPDATED THE CLOSING DATE TO MIDNIGHT
ON 11™ MAY — WITH THE WINNER BEING PICKED AT RANDOM AND NOTIFIED ON TUESDAY 11™
MAY TO CONFIRM THE DELIVERY ADDRESS. THERE IS NO CASH ALTERNATIVE.

VISIT PEMBROKESHIRE 2026 CROESO AWARDS

The Visit Pembrokeshire Tourism Awards are open for entries until end of April. This is an excellent
opportunity to showcase the quality and professionalism our sector delivers every day.

If you operate in Pembrokeshire, we encourage you to get involved, represent self-catering and
tourism, and share the success stories we can all be proud of. It’s a chance to highlight the positives
and give the industry a well-deserved boost.

Entry is completely free for all Pembrokeshire businesses, and you don’t need to be a Visit
Pembrokeshire member. Finalists will also receive a complimentary ticket to attend the awards
ceremony.

Let’s celebrate the good news while continuing to champion our sector.

2026 Croeso AWARDS | Visit Pembrokeshire

WALES SENEDD ELECTION

Introduction - General Update

Two weeks today we will be at the polls... !

All manifestos are now launched.

Focus is now on doorstep campaigning and TV debates.

Postal Votes are now issued and people are starting to return them this week ... so voting has
begun.

PASC UK Cymru Manifesto Grid

We launched the updated PASC UK Cymru Manifesto Grid last week showing the party’s approach
to key policies which affect our sector.

We will continue to try to populate the ‘unclear’ and ‘unstated’ (yellow) boxes.

This is now for your use ...


https://www.visitpembrokeshire.com/croeso-awards
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PASC UK Cymru has been pressing each of the
political parties standing in the upcoming Senedd
Elections on Tourism. This matrix helps you keep up
to date with those. It will be updated as changes
emerge. In some cases it has been difficult to get
parties to disclose their policy positions.

Please note, only you can make the call about
where to place your vote, and who you believe will
stand by the policy positions offered as the election
nears. You can help confirm this by writing to your
MS candidates and asking them directly, using this
matrix as an aid.

You will always be able to find the most up to date
Wales Manifesto Matrix here:

HTTPSI/WWW.PASCUK COUK/RESOURCES/SENEDD-ELECTIONS-2026
You can keep one of these images by your door,

5o that when the politicians come knocking you
can ask them directly how they are supporting you.

Please copy support@pascuk.co.uk on any
responses received.

Many thanks
Team PASC UK Cymru

Political Parties in alphabetical order
Lastupdated 14/04/2026

WWW.PASCUK.CO.UK

We recommend you use it in your communication with Senedd candidates.

e Keep it by the front door and when they come door knocking ask how they will support you in
these key policies for your business.

e Send the grid to your Senedd candidate and ask them to comment

e Any way that works for you... you are often more creative than we are.

Please let us know what answers you get...

How will PASC use it?

This has become a recognised tool across the politicians and the sector — like the cumulative impact

‘firework’.

From this basis we will:

e continue to (try to) engage with the Party’s to get clarity.

e Share more widely as part of a communication plan including media, social media and other
channels

e Share updates with you as they come. The most up to date will always be on our website.

Who should I vote for?

We will never advise you on that. We present the facts on the key policies — you then decide who
to believe and who to put your faith in.

We know there is a lot of cynicism of whether these positions are to be believed. That decision
remains yours!

Good luck — may the best party win.

THE LATEST POLLS:

There are a number of polls out there and most are now showing Plaid Cymru and Reform UK as
neck-and-neck.



YouGov is considered one of the most reliable but there are many out there.

| would also say that the new voting system makes the results very much more unpredictable than
previous elections and there remains all to play for.

This article from YouGov MRP suggests:
e Reform UK and Plaid Cymru are neck-and-neck, winning 37 and 36 seats respectively
e Labour’s vote share is projected to fall to 13%, down 23 points on the 2021

e The Greens are projected to win seven seats, with the Conservatives reduced to three and the
Lib Dems winning a single seat

Read the full article here: https://yougov.com/en-gb/articles/54597-second-yougov-mrp-of-the-
2026-senedd-elections-shows-a-tight-race-between-reform-uk-and-plaid-cymru

YouGov's second MRP of the 2026 Senedd election
shows tight race between Reform UK and Plaid Cymru

If there were a Senedd (Welsh Parliament) election tomorrow, which party would you vote for?
Based on modelled responses of 3,069 Welsh adults

Total seats
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THE PARTY MANIFESTOS — A QUICK LINK GUIDE:
(in alphabetical order)

Welsh Conservatives
A full section on Tourism. They launched their manifesto some time ago — it includes action on most

of the key policies reduction of 182 to 105 and ‘axe the tourism tax’. They position themselves as
pro-tourism

Manifesto Link: https://www.conservatives.wales/ourplan

Green Party of Wales Focus on Housing and Travel. Pledges to invest in infrastructure supporting


https://yougov.com/en-gb/articles/54597-second-yougov-mrp-of-the-2026-senedd-elections-shows-a-tight-race-between-reform-uk-and-plaid-cymru
https://yougov.com/en-gb/articles/54597-second-yougov-mrp-of-the-2026-senedd-elections-shows-a-tight-race-between-reform-uk-and-plaid-cymru
https://www.conservatives.wales/ourplan

walking, cycling, climbing and other outdoor activities. Sustainable transport options will support
tourism. No specific mentions of 182, tourism levy etc.

Full manifesto: https://wales.greenparty.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/51/2026/04/Senedd-
Manifesto-2026-EN2.pdf?x30553

Welsh Labour

The manifesto lacks detail of how the party would support our Tourism Sector and we hope for
more information as the detail emerges, but it does suggest “Support a thriving tourism

sector with a new Tourism Strategy for Wales.”

Full manifesto here: https://www.welshlabour.wales/manifesto-2026/

Welsh Liberal Democrats

Permanently extend the business rates relief on retail, leisure and hospitality, with a review of
business rates thresholds. Focus appears to be high streets and town centres.

Manifesto Link: https://www.libdems.wales/manifesto-2026

Lib Dem motion from 2024: ‘adjusting the 182 day threshold to better align with the operational
realities and seasonal fluctuations to determine a realistic target.’
https://www.libdems.wales/fileadmin/groups/512/Documents/Spring Conference 24 Motions/Sp
ring 2024 - Agreed Policy Motion - Supporting the Visitor Economy in Wales.pdf

Plaid Cymru

Their position on 182 is to keep the 182-day threshold “under review”, and “create clear and
reasonable new exemptions”. They show clear support of the Tourism Levy, and pledge to review
business rates.

Manifesto link:
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/plaid2016/pages/41843/attachments/original/1775140240/For
Wales - 2026 Manifesto.pdf?1775140240

‘First 100 days” https://www.partyof.wales/100days

Reform UK Wales

A full section on Tourism, including reducing 182 and scrapping the Tourism Tax and movement on
nearly all the key policies:

Manifesto Link: https://www.reformparty.uk/view-pdf/welsh-manifesto

PASC UK CYMRU SENEDD ELECTION PAGE:

e PASC UK Cymru Tourism Manifesto for Wales — this sets out clearly what our sector needs from
the next Welsh Government in order to revive Welsh Tourism, strengthen the economy and
support the many small businesses that form its backbone.

e PASC UK Cymru Tourism Manifesto Matrix for the 2026 Senedd Elections — this matrix has been

circulated to all parties for their input. This will come into its own now in the approach to the

election

. ® PoliMonitor paper on Welsh Election - How the Senedd Elections is changing in 2026


https://wales.greenparty.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/51/2026/04/Senedd-Manifesto-2026-EN2.pdf?x30553
https://wales.greenparty.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/51/2026/04/Senedd-Manifesto-2026-EN2.pdf?x30553
https://www.welshlabour.wales/manifesto-2026/
https://www.libdems.wales/manifesto-2026
https://www.libdems.wales/fileadmin/groups/512/Documents/Spring_Conference_24_Motions/Spring_2024_-_Agreed_Policy_Motion_-_Supporting_the_Visitor_Economy_in_Wales.pdf
https://www.libdems.wales/fileadmin/groups/512/Documents/Spring_Conference_24_Motions/Spring_2024_-_Agreed_Policy_Motion_-_Supporting_the_Visitor_Economy_in_Wales.pdf
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/plaid2016/pages/41843/attachments/original/1775140240/For_Wales_-_2026_Manifesto.pdf?1775140240
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/plaid2016/pages/41843/attachments/original/1775140240/For_Wales_-_2026_Manifesto.pdf?1775140240
https://www.partyof.wales/100days
https://www.reformparty.uk/view-pdf/welsh-manifesto

Senedd 2026 Elections Page

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

Annual Owners Survey - CLICK HERE TO TAKE PART
Share the Owners’ Survey link with all the owners you know.

Manifesto Grid — Use it with Senedd candidates and share widely please.

MS Visits - Invite your MS to visit your business during this crucial campaign month.

Media enquiries — please contact me if you are happy to talk to the media

(nicky@pascuk.co.uk)

Check you are on the right VAT rate for Oil and LPG.

7. Check your 2026 Rateable Value impact, and if necessary, follow the guidance to get a
‘Check’ in.

8. ‘Great British Holiday’

I.  Download your new posters

vk wnN e
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II.  Enter the ‘Great British Holiday’ awards — Very easy to enter.

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

1. Senedd Election — 7t May 2026

2. PASC UK introduction to Touch Stay — Digital Guidebooks Tues 28™ April 2026 at 1130am
Join the team from Touch Stay to hear how having a virtual Guide Book can improve your
Guest experience, reduce questions and help issues during their stay and strengthen your
relationship with other local businesses.
REGISTER HERE. (Open to All)

3. Making Tax Digital (MTD) - Q&A and open surgery session Tues 28™ April at 1300 hrs
Join our panel of experts to ask any questions you have in relation to Making Tax Digital.
Questions can be asked live or by submitting ahead of the meeting to support@pascuk.co.uk
with the subject line “MTD Questions”
REGISTER HERE (Members Only)

4. PASC UK Key Data Quarterly Owners Updates Tuesday 19" May at 1100 BST
Join Sally Henry from Key Data to see booking trends for half term and the summer holidays.
REGISTER HERE (Open to All)

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/



https://1ui93.r.bh.d.sendibt3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA6Qs4xydpW0wODc4Evpit4BCD/WVjtUatKaYng
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2FM7J3W
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Q2ZlqaCxRFO6o1I6iJ7NKA
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/2FyUDuB-T0-2xzauZQLR-A
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xOXRarTRQqiiip4EIjRPug
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

IN THE MEDIA

The Times: Hopes of council tax refund for holiday-let owners in Wales, featuring PASC.
https://www.thetimes.com/article/34829297-9858-4eb3-9c63-
d9ede6602b25?shareToken=12a25b05cd67fcb01f493e91c8c370d1

BBC Wales News: “Holiday let owner says legislation will ‘destroy me””
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cly6826p8i8o ,

BBC Your Voice “Ask the Leader” Session: Haverfordwest: Party Leaders - Darren Millar, Jane Dodds
and Rhun ap lorwerth. (Tourism questions at 16 mins / 48 mins / 1.19 hrs in)
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m002txxm/your-voice-live-your-voice-live-ask-the-leader-
08042026

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 —4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales

Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

reports/
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DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association,
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and
assess yourselves.
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