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COMMENTARY

As you read this Newsletter PASC UK will be in London, attending several events from Tuesday
through to Thursday afternoon. We start tomorrow in the House of Lords at the Global STR summit,
where we will once again be able to meet with Chris Webb, MP and Chair of the APPG (All Party
Parliamentary Group) for Tourism and Hospitality. Chris is a massive champion for the sector and we
recommend that you see below and read his blog on the proposed Bed Tax (Overnight Visitor Levy).

Whilst in the House of Lords we have secured some meetings with Lords that are active in supporting
tourism.



Wednesday is the Short Stay Summit, and we will be there finding what’s new, and meeting
Members, stakeholders and colleagues. We will be asking them to share the PASC UK Annual Owners
Survey, launched yesterday and detailed below. We need a really good number of responses to this
survey, as we are currently compiling our response to the CMS Select Committee Enquiry into
Tourism. Up to date data is critical in making the case for the sector in this one-off opportunity.

On Thursday we are attending the Host Planet Roadshow and will be once again, meeting Members,
colleagues and Stakeholders.

Short report and photos next week.

If there is sone thing that we urge you to do this week its take part in the PASC UK Annual Owner
Survey 2026, mentioned above. For those of you that are familiar, here’s the LINK.

For those of you that need to know more, please see the details below. We really need a good
response, so please fill it in and when you see it mentioned on Facebook, please share as widely as
you can, applies to England and Wales.

Hard as it is to believe the Government has launched yet another consultation that impacts the
sector, we have lost count since the pandemic. This time it’s about Furniture Fire Safety and follows
on from earlier Government work that found that the current regulations are out of date, mainly
around upholstered furniture. We understand that this is UK wide and are getting this checked. See
below for context and information about the Consultation, more on this over the next couple of
weeks.

We've had some fantastic entries to the Great British Holiday awards, really highlighting the very best
of our sector, a huge thank you to all of those who have taken the time to enter already — the awards
are open to all in England and Wales — its free and easy to enter, and more information can be found
HERE. Based on Member feedback, we have extended the competition for the ‘Thank You’ Posters -
more details can be found below on how you can win a Fortnum & Mason hamper worth £100!

It’s a busy couple of weeks ahead with Webinars and Meetings to help you get the most from PASC
UK:

PASC UK introduction to Touch Stay — Digital Guidebooks

Tuesday 28™ April 2026 at 1130 BST

Details: Join the team from Touch Stay to hear how having a virtual Guide Book can improve your
Guest experience, reduce questions and help issues during their stay and strengthen your relationship
with other local businesses.

Open to Members & Non-Members. REGISTER HERE.

PASC UK Members Meeting - Q&A and open surgery session for questions on Making Tax Digital
(MTD)

Tuesday 28™ April at 1300 BST

Details: Join our panel of experts to ask any questions you have in relation to Making Tax Digital —
guestions can be submitted ahead of time if you aren’t able to make it on the day. Please send them
to support@pascuk.co.uk with the subject line “MTD Questions” — the session will be recorded and

shared in the Members area of the website.


https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2FM7J3W
https://www.greatbritishholiday.org/awards
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Q2ZlqaCxRFO6o1I6iJ7NKA
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk

REGISTER HERE (Members Only)

PASC UK x Key Data Quarterly Owners Updates

Tuesday 19t May at 1100 BST

Details: Join Sally Henry from Key Data to see how bookings over Easter ended up, and how they’re
looking for half term and the summer holidays.

REGISTER HERE (Open to All)

Thanks from all the PASC UK team

PASC UK ANNUAL OWNER SURVEY

We have launched our most important Survey to date. It will run for two weeks only, and we are
asking as many of you as possible to take part.

Being a sector survey, it does ask some pretty detailed questions, about your property, where it is,
your turnover, how many employees/contractors you have, and how much they are paid. Also,
property features, what kind of building it is, how much your costs have changed in the last year,
letting thresholds (182 & 70) and more.

From all this data we will be to establish a wide range of key data points to include in two forthcoming
major publications.

1/ A PASC UK ‘Form and Value’ report on the sector. What we add to the economy, how many jobs,
how much we pay staff and more. Using data to show what is a real business holiday let, and use that
to back arguments to support, not penalise, them.

2/ A Cumulative Impacts White Paper. Over the last three years we have seen almost 30 major
interventions into our sector. Few have been helpful to us. Providing data via the Survey will enable us
to illustrate what the costs of these interventions have been, and how the sector is under real
pressure from the cumulative impacts of all the tax and regulatory changes. Think Fire Regs, followed
by FHL abolition, followed by EPCs in three short years.

Please can as many of you as possible take part, share the link across your networks and let’s together
get a really impactful number, providing data that can influence Government Policy in England and
Wales.

Please put a little time aside. Click on the Survey link and give your considered answers. When you are
asked for figures, you are experienced owner operators so real best estimates are fine.

CLICK HERE TO TAKE PART

CALL FOR QUESTIONS FOR THE MTD SURGERY MEMBERS MEETING

On Tuesday 28" April at 1300 we will be hosting the third part of our Making Tax Digital series for
Members. The ATT team will be on hand to answer any questions you may have about Making Tax
Digital.


https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/2FyUDuB-T0-2xzauZQLR-A
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xOXRarTRQqiiip4EIjRPug
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2FM7J3W

The session will be recorded and placed in the Members area — Members will be able to ask questions
live, but for those that cannot attend, please submit any questions ahead of the Meeting for these to
be asked on your behalf on 28™ April.

Please send them to support@pascuk.co.uk with the subject line “MTD Questions” — the session will

be recorded and shared in the Members area of the website.

REGISTER HERE (Members Only)

HELP DEVELOP THE STATUORY REGIRATION SCHEME IN ENGLAND

PASC UK have been asked by DCMS, the government Department where Tourism resides, and are
developing the Statutory Registrations Scheme for short-term lets in England, to find businesses
willing to assist with testing the system.

Definition: A short-term let is any property, room, or accommodation that’s let out on a temporary
basis to a paying guest for at least one night for the purpose of earning money, credits or other
benefit.

DCMS are looking for volunteers from the following four Subsets:

1/ A short-term rental business that has 5 or more letting units AND operates as a Limited Company.
2/ A short-term rental business that operates in England AND the owners lives abroad.

3/ A short-term rental business that has only started operating in England in the last 12 months.

4/ A more complex one. A short-term rental business in England that is somehow different, can be
glamping, treehouses, pods, caravans, converted buses, converted aeroplane’s/helicopter’s/control
towers, houseboats, large properties, castles, bothies, lighthouses, water towers or anything remotely
unusual.

If you meet the criteria, PASC UK would be really grateful if you could consider volunteering for the
testing programme. If you are a PASC UK Member and would like to take part, please send a note to
support@pascuk.co.uk with DCMS in the subject line and the following details:

a/ Name:

b/ Business Name:

¢/ Give some basic detail of which of the four subsets your property fits, e.g. We have a complex of 7
units and are a limited company........ or | live abroad but have a self-catering property in England, or |
have glamping units ..... or We opened our self-catering business in the last twelve months.

We will then send you a link to sign up, and then DCMS will be in touch directly. All Members
submissions will be forwarded, we may need some more detail from some if not clear.

PHOTO COMPETITION FOR ‘THANK YOU’ POSTERS


mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/2FyUDuB-T0-2xzauZQLR-A
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk

We’ve had a fantastic response to the updated ‘Thank You’ posters which can be found HERE. We
would love to expand the gallery of images of all of the creative ways you’ve included them in your
properties, so for the next 2 weeks we will be running a competition which is open to all.

To enter, simply send a photo of your ‘Thank You’ poster in situ to support@pascuk.co.uk with the
subject line “Thank You Poster” to be entered in the draw to win a Fortnum & Mason Hamper worth
£100!

BASED ON FEEDBACK FROM MEMBERS AND NEEDING A LITTLE BIT OF EXTRA TIME TO SOURCE
FRAMES AND GET INTO THEIR PROPERTIES, WE HAVE UPDATED THE CLOSING DATE TO MIDNIGHT
ON 11™ MAY — WITH THE WINNER BEING PICKED AT RANDOM AND NOTIFIED ON TUESDAY 11™
MAY TO CONFIRM THE DELIVERY ADDRESS. THERE IS NO CASH ALTERNATIVE.

POLITICAL UPDATE

Alison Griffiths MP (Con, Bognor Regis and Littlehampton) tabled four Parliamentary Questions on the
proposed visitor levy in England. Exchequer Secretary to the Treasury, Dan Tomlinson MP, gave

a standard and repeated response, confirming the policy is still in development and that impacts will
depend on individual mayoral decisions. He added that any mayor introducing a levy would be
expected to consult locally, publish consultation feedback, and set out a final prospectus and impact
assessment before implementation. (Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4)

During DCMS Oral Questions, Greg Smith MP (Con, Mid Buckinghamshire) warned that rising business
taxes in rural tourism areas, combined with talk of a visitor levy, could be the “straw that breaks the
camel’s back” for some operators. Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, Lisa Nandy,
pointed to VisitBritain’s “Starring GREAT Britain” campaign and an upcoming visitor economy

growth strategy, stressing that any levy would be locally led and for local areas to decide.



https://www.greatbritishholiday.org/your-poster
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2026-03-23/123010
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2026-03-23/123009
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2026-03-23/123007
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2026-03-23/123006
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2026-04-16/debates/946A2F41-D6B2-4D01-9BA1-0434ACB69B29/TourismSector?highlight=tourism%20tax#contribution-E8F73200-01FE-4095-A284-EE5A1F1B04BD

In the same debate, Shadow Culture Secretary Nigel Huddleston MP (Con, Droitwich and Evesham)
criticised Labour’s approach, arguing that higher taxes and reduced support are placing further strain
on the sector. Nandy rejected the charge, reiterating that tourism is a priority and pointing again to
the forthcoming growth strategy.

What's happening in the media?

Analysis from Oxford Economics, commissioned by UKHospitality and referenced in previous updates,
continues to circulate in sector media such as Travel and Tour World, reinforcing warnings about the
potential impact of a visitor levy on tourism demand and jobs.

Regional and niche coverage remains active. The Harrogate Advertiser highlights debate over whether
levy revenues would be reinvested locally. North Wales Live and Nation.Cymru report on Bangor
University research suggesting a visitor levy could help fund investment in making Gwynedd a higher-
quality destination.

Separately, IFA Magazine reports that London, Birmingham and Manchester are expected to be the
three most affected UK cities from the new Electronic Travel Authorisation (ETA) given their
concentration of inbound business travel.

NEW FURNITURE REGULATIONS CONSULTATION

On the 31t March the Government launched yet another Consultation, this time into furniture fire
safety. Specifically upholstered furniture. This is what it actually says...

This consultation seeks your views on important reforms to how we regulate the fire safety of
domestic upholstered furniture.

The proposals set out below reflect the policy aim to maintain a high level of fire safety while
meaningfully reducing chemical flame retardant use. They reflect the large volume of
stakeholder engagement and evidence gathering that has taken place over a number of years.

The Government will:

1. Introduce new furniture fire safety requirements based on a smoulder test.
2. Putin place pragmatic testing solutions to facilitate innovation.
3. Make proportionate scope adjustments.

The proposed policy remains subject to review and may change as a result of the evidence and
views provided by stakeholders in response to this consultation.

Consultation details

Responsible body: Department for Business and Trade (DBT)
Issued: 31 March 2026

Respond by: 23:59pm on 23 June 2026

You can read the background to the Consultation HERE.


https://www.travelandtourworld.com/news/article/holiday-tax-in-the-uk-could-drive-down-tourism-and-reduce-jobs-new-study-predicts/
https://www.harrogateadvertiser.co.uk/news/people/knaresborough-needs-to-benefit-from-potential-new-ps1-per-night-levy-on-visitors-6580586
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/whats-on/whats-on-news/glaring-weakness-north-wales-tourism-33785417
https://ifamagazine.com/the-uk-cities-set-to-be-worst-affected-by-new-tourism-levy/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fire-safety-of-domestic-upholstered-furniture/the-fire-safety-of-domestic-upholstered-furniture

You can read the Consultation details HERE.
What next?

PASC UK will be examining the proposals and seeing what impacts this may have on the sector,
particularly impacts on what was previously ‘compliant’ furniture should that no longer comply and
how long may be given to upgrade furniture.

We have slightly longer than usual on this Consultation, until 23 June, so will come back with more
detail in two weeks time.

WASTE RECYCLING UPDATE AND REQUEST FOR FEEDBACK

Lots of feedback about the forthcoming changes to waste recycling rules that come into effect from
31 March 2027. Which includes us all having to manage food waste.

(You can find full details about this in the last two weeks newsletters to avoid repetition).
Many owners are reporting difficulties in finding local Waste Collection companies that are prepared

for the new regulations or that prices are going up dramatically. If you are affected, please can you let
us know, by contacting support@pascuk.co.uk and putting WASTE in the subject line.

Whilst it is unlikely that the Government would stop the introduction of the new rules, we may be
able to get a softer approach to enforcement where recycling support is simply not available or
affordable.

CHRIS WEBB MPS BLOG ON TOURISM TAXES IS WORTH A READ

The debate around Tourism Taxes continues to gather pace, with coverage across all media outlets.
We're sharing Chris Webb MP (Blackpool South) and Chair of the Hospitality & Tourism All-Party
Parliamentary Group. His blog post on Tourism Taxes makes the simple, but critical point —any levy
has to work for businesses, not against them, or it risks doing real damage to the very communities it
claims to support.

You can read the blog post HERE.

PASC UK WEBINAR PROGRAME FOR 2026

Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ Members only recordings are in the Members area.

1/ PASC UK introduction to Touch Stay — Digital Guidebooks

Date: Tuesday 28™" April 2026
Time: 1130 BST
Location: Zoom

Details: Join the team from Touch Stay to hear how having a virtual Guide Book can improve your
Guest experience, reduce questions and help issues during their stay and strengthen your relationship
with other local businesses.


https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/product-regulation-fire-safety-of-domestic-upholstered-furniture/the-fire-safety-of-domestic-upholstered-furniture#summary-of-proposals
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.chriswebb.org/news/my-view-on-tourism-tax-it-has-to-work-for-businesses
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

Open to Members & Non-Members. REGISTER HERE.

2/ PASC UK Members Meeting - Q&A and open surgery session for questions on Making Tax Digital
(MTD)

Date: Tuesday 28" April
Time: 1300
Location: Zoom

Details: Join our panel of experts to ask any questions you have in relation to Making Tax Digital.

REGISTER HERE (Members Only)

3/ PASC UK x Key Data Quarterly Owners Updates
Date: Tuesday 19" May
Time: 1100

Location: Zoom

Details: Join Sally Henry from Key Data to see how bookings over Easter ended up, and how they’re
looking for half term and the summer holidays.

REGISTER HERE (Open to All)

PASC UK SUPPORT PAPERS PROGRAMME

The first of these reports are ready for Download. Further updates on the remaining work in progress
will follow.

Newly Published Reports

1/ PASC UK Paper on the Cumulative Impacts facing the Self-Catering Sector

This short paper describes the policies and impacts of the main Government policy interventions on
the PASC UK ‘Firework.

Members can download these HERE.
Non-Members can download these HERE.

2/ PASC UK Cymru Tourism Manifesto for the 2026 Senedd Elections

PASC UK Cymru has now published our Draft Manifesto for Wales. We will update this and the
accompanying ‘lobbying matrix’ as progress is made on getting these pledges into Party Manifestos.


https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Q2ZlqaCxRFO6o1I6iJ7NKA
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/2FyUDuB-T0-2xzauZQLR-A
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xOXRarTRQqiiip4EIjRPug
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/cumulativeimpactsmembers
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/cumulativeimpacts

You can find the webpage HERE.
Members Can find the webpage HERE
3/ How the Senedd Elections is changing in 2026

This short paper explains how the Senedd Election is changing this year, with many more politicians
being elected, and what impacts that may have.

You can find the webpage HERE.
Members Can find the webpage HERE

4/PASC UK DRAFT VOA 2026 LIST ENQUIRY GUIDANCE

This paper explains to owners how they can get a quick review of the 2026 Rateable Value before 1
April 2026.

Members can find it here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
Non-Members here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/

5/ Update on Business Rate Changes Effective April 2026. V3

This paper has been updated in line with new information on the changes and includes example of
how the changes come into effect through Transitional Relief over the coming years. We also provide
a link to a spreadsheet that can help you calculate your own Business Rates Bills over the coming
years.

Members can find it here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
Non-Members here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/

These were launched in conjunction with a PASC UK Members Meeting with the Solicitor that wrote
the papers.

The papers can be downloaded here as part of the Longer Term Lets Pack:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/pasc-uk-legal-pack/

The Meeting recording will be available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-only-

webinars/

6/ The PASC UK Self-Catering Owner Survey 2025

This paper can be download from here for Non-Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
Or from here for Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/

Work in Progress Reports and Papers and expected lead times

7/ An Insurance Whitepaper. We have commenced work on an insurance Paper to help make sure
that you are getting the right policy, asking the right questions of insurers and much more. Expected
in April.


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/SeneddElection2026
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/seneddelections2026-Members
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/SeneddElection2026
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/seneddelections2026-Members
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/pasc-uk-legal-pack/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-only-webinars/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-only-webinars/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND IMPORTANT MEETINGS AHEAD

PASC UK will be present at the following events:

e 21 April. Global Short Term Rental Association Meeting, London
e 21 April. Shortyz Awards, London

e 22 April. Short Stay Summit, London

e 23 April. Host Planet, London

e 19 May, Cottageline Meeting, Cotswolds

e 20 May. Tourism Alliance Council Meeting

e 21 May. Devon County Show Business Breakfast
e 3 June. Visit England Awards. Venue TBA

e 9/10June. Scale Brighton

e 5 September. Reform Conference

e 19 September. Liberal Democrats Conference

e 27 September. Labour Conference

e 4 October. Conservative Party Conference

e 11 October. Premier Cottages Conference

e 24 October. Scale Barcelona

IN PERSON PASC UK MEMBER MEETINGS

Last year we covered the following, the Cotswolds, Cornwall, Devon, North and SW Wales, the Lake
District and Northumberland. Given diary commitments alongside the Political Party Conferences, we
will be providing dates for your diaries for the 2026 in due course.

Next year will see these meetings updated to offer more value and content to Members. If members
have suggestions for either the content of the meetings or suitable venues in their area, please let
support@pascuk.co.uk know.

Key targets for us to attend for the first time are:

e Norfolk/Suffolk

e Yorkshire

e Southeast/Brighton
e Mid Wales

Happy to get suggestions for venues, as we look to plan further events around England and Wales.

We apply a nominal charge of £10 per person to cover venue hire, tea, coffee and biscuits and
attendance is for Members only. All Members from all areas are welcome.

If you have any questions or suggestions for changes to Members Meetings, please contact
Livvy: support@pascuk.co.uk with the subject line “PASC UK Members Meeting”.

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK
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mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk

There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering sector.
We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more funds.
There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying done on
behalf of the sector.

We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.

Membership fees are as follows:

e Single cottage £90 plus VAT
e 2 —4Units £150 plus VAT

e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT
e 11+ Units £335 plus VAT

Members get telephone support and priority email support.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Wishing every one of you all the best.
Best regards

Alistair Handyside MBE

Executive Chair

The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK
www.pascuk.co.uk

support@pascuk.co.uk

PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK

DISCLAIMER

The content of this newsletter does not constitute legal advice. PASC UK are not legally qualified and make no
representation or warranty of any kind regarding the completeness, accuracy, adequacy, availability, validity, reliability
and suitability of the information contained herein. Any reliance you place on such material is therefore strictly at your own
risk and PASC UK will not be liable for any losses/damages you suffer as a result of your reliance.

If you wish to unsubscribe, please respond saying ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. Thanks
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https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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