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COMMENTARY

It’s Polling Day...!

But let’s start on a lighter note...
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When James Martin says Welsh hospitality is world-class, you listen. James joined PASC’s Nicky
Williamson to celebrate the industry.

James rightly said Wales is home to some of the best restaurants in the world. So getting out to
vote today is critical.

Read more in the section below and see the full conversation on our facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/reel/2565854607218531

As you read this, many people in Wales will already have voted. It has been such a build up as
change is so important for our sector.

The campaigning is over, the arguments have been made and now we wait for the verdict, some
time on Friday.

What comes next is likely to be a period of uncertainty and horse-trading as parties position
themselves and as priorities become clearer.

For our sector, the key question remains unchanged. Will the next Senedd truly recognise the
economic value of tourism and the wider visitor economy, or will we continue to face a policy pile-
on that damages small Welsh businesses and rural communities? Tourism and farming remain two
of the key foundations of many coastal and rural economies in Wales. They deserve support,
evidence-based policy and recognition for the jobs and prosperity they bring.


https://www.facebook.com/reel/2565854607218531
https://www.facebook.com/reel/2565854607218531

Whatever the outcome, PASC UK Cymru will continue pushing back, lobbying hard and making the
case for sensible policy based on data, not assumptions.

On that note, we have extended our Annual Owners Survey. We need to reach a threshold of
respondents for the data to be considered valid, so if you haven’t done it yet, we need you to ...
please.

Also please share with any friends, colleagues, business owners, team members as their feedback is
encouraged (not just members). It is this data that has enabled us to deliver the message that the
policies aren’t working and has framed many discussions in the Senedd (and Westminster). We are
going to need this evidence more than ever as we get to know a new set of MSes and we set about
educating them on the value of our sector as well as the damage caused by poor policy.

CLICK HERE TO TAKE PART

Have you registered for the Wales Operators’ Meeting (virtual) for 19 May. We intend to provide
an update on results of the Senedd Election and discuss what that might mean for our sector.
These meetings are normally members only but we have decided to open this up to non-members.
Click HERE to register

The ‘business as usual’ work is quieter during the purdah period as many of the government officials
are restricted in their activity. We included a very short update on the Licensing Bill which has now
received Royal Assent and a little more detail on Registration and Levy.

THE WALES MANIFESTO MATRIX 2 PASC
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The PASC UK Manifesto Grid has served a very important purpose and has been shared widely
including in the media. It is disappointing that we were not able to obtain clarity on our key policies
from all parties. We have been bowled over by the high level of communication from some of the
parties, especially when their priorities are canvassing, while the silence from other parties was
deafening!

For anyone last minute cramming before the polls shut at 10pm the PASC Senedd page is still live
and bursting with relevant resources: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/senedd-elections-

2026/

Kind regards

Nicky and the PASC team
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk
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JAMES MARTIN SHOUTS OUT FOR WELSH HOSPITALITY

We all need a boost sometimes - and when James Martin recognises the strength of Welsh
hospitality, it truly means something.

James recently joined PASC UK'’s Nicky Williamson to celebrate an industry that sits at the very heart
of communities across Wales.

Tourism and hospitality in Wales go hand in hand. Together, they sustain local economies, support
livelihoods, and keep communities vibrant and alive.

Describing Welsh hospitality as world-class, James urged people to get out, show their support, and
make their voices heard. The sector is under real pressure - and if we want to protect an industry
that - as he rightly said - is home to some of the best restaurants in the world, then action is
essential.

From holiday lets to high streets, from self-catering stays to family-run restaurants, hospitality is the
backbone of Welsh communities. It supports jobs, preserves local identity, and underpins a way of
life that cannot be replaced.

Wales needs a Government that works with the industry — not against it.

You can see the whole conversation on Facebook and LinkedIn. Please share widely so we can
spread the word.

PASC UK ANNUAL OWNER SURVEY 2026 - REPEAT

We are asking for as many as possible please to take part in the PASC Owner Survey. This is the
survey which informs much of our advocacy work. This is the survey which has made MSes,
Journalists and Local Authority leaders stop and listen. |t provides the evidence no one else can
provide and is crucial to supporting our policy positions to enable the change we desperately need.

Please take the time to take part and ask as many of your sector colleagues to do so also.

CLICK HERE TO TAKE PART
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STATUTORY LICENSING RECEIVES — ROYAL ASSENT
The Development of Tourism and Regulation of Visitor Accommodation (Wales) Act 2026 (Licensing
Scheme) has now received Royal Assent. This means that it is now referred to as an ‘Act’ and is

written into law.

As we are in the pre-election period, there will be no immediate publicity, although the Welsh
Government website will be updated after the election on 7 May.

PASC will be seeking clarity on the direction of the next Welsh Government but we anticipate this
may take some weeks. In the meantime, we will continue to engage with the Licensing team.

WRA - SIGN UP FOR STATUTORY REGISTRATION USER TESTING

Beta testing for the new Statutory Registration system will take place w/c 8 June for 2 weeks with
100 providers. We would urge you to get involved in this and you can sign up for this here:

We are still on track to launch on 1 October 2026 and post-election communication will build
momentum leading to the go-live campaign in October. More guidance will be published on

National Registration in June.

Between October 2026 - March 2027, the WRA will running online workshops across Wales, to help
people register there and then — Sign up here.

PHOTO COMPETITION FOR ‘THANK YOU’ POSTERS

: Thank You!

==

We’ve had a fantastic response to the updated ‘Thank You’ posters which can be found HERE. We
would love to expand the gallery of images of all of the creative ways you’ve included them in your
properties, so for the next 2 weeks we will be running a competition which is open to all.


file:///C:/Users/nicol/Dropbox/1.%20PASC%20UK/1.%20Newsletter/Wales/National%20Registration
https://www.gov.wales/welsh-revenue-authority/training-events
https://www.greatbritishholiday.org/your-poster

To enter, simply send a photo of your ‘Thank You’ poster in situ to support@pascuk.co.uk with the
subject line “Thank You Poster” to be entered in the draw to win a Fortnum & Mason Hamper
worth £100!

CLOSING DATE MIDNIGHT ON 11™ MAY

WALES SENEDD ELECTION

New Resources Uploaded:

We have uploaded the following for your use:
- Asimple visual guide to the new Voting system
- An article on ‘The Final Stretch’ to the Polling Stations
- A quick Guide to all Party Manifestos
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PASC UK Cymru Manifesto Grid

The PASC UK Cymru Manifesto Grid shows the party’s approach to key policies which affect our
sector.

Despite our best efforts many positions remain ‘unclear’ and we don’t expect to receive any further
feedback from the Parties ahead of next week. So take it as you will, we present the facts, now over
to you to decide who to put your faith into for the next Welsh Government.


mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk

THE WALES MANIFESTO MATRIX PASC
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PASC UK Cymru has been pressing each of the
political parties standing in the upcoming Senedd
Elections on Tourism. This matrix helps you keep up
to date with those. It will be updated as changes
emerge. In some cases it has been difficult to get
parties to disclose their policy positions.
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THE PARTY MANIFESTOS — A QUICK LINK GUIDE:
(in alphabetical order)

Welsh Conservatives

A full section on Tourism. They launched their manifesto some time ago — it includes action on most
of the key policies reduction of 182 to 105 and ‘axe the tourism tax’. They position themselves as
pro-tourism

Manifesto Link: https://www.conservatives.wales/ourplan

Green Party of Wales Focus on Housing and Travel. Pledges to invest in infrastructure supporting
walking, cycling, climbing and other outdoor activities. Sustainable transport options will support
tourism. No specific mentions of 182, tourism levy etc.

Full manifesto: https://wales.greenparty.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/51/2026/04/Senedd-
Manifesto-2026-EN2.pdf?x30553

Welsh Labour

The manifesto lacks detail of how the party would support our Tourism Sector and we hope for
more information as the detail emerges, but it does suggest “Support a thriving tourism

sector with a new Tourism Strategy for Wales.”

Full manifesto here: https://www.welshlabour.wales/manifesto-2026/

Welsh Liberal Democrats

Permanently extend the business rates relief on retail, leisure and hospitality, with a review of
business rates thresholds. Focus appears to be high streets and town centres.

Manifesto Link: https://www.libdems.wales/manifesto-2026
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Plaid Cymru

Their position on 182 is to keep the 182-day threshold “under review”, and “create clear and
reasonable new exemptions”. They show clear support of the Tourism Levy, and pledge to review
business rates.

Manifesto link:
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/plaid2016/pages/41843/attachments/original /1775140240/For
Wales - 2026 Manifesto.pdf?1775140240

‘First 100 days” https://www.partyof.wales/100days

Reform UK Wales

A full section on Tourism, including reducing 182 and scrapping the Tourism Tax and movement on
nearly all the key policies:

Manifesto Link: https://www.reformparty.uk/view-pdf/welsh-manifesto

PASC UK CYMRU SENEDD ELECTION PAGE:

e PASC UK Cymru Tourism Manifesto for Wales — this sets out clearly what our sector needs from
the next Welsh Government in order to revive Welsh Tourism, strengthen the economy and
support the many small businesses that form its backbone.

e PASC UK Cymru Tourism Manifesto Matrix for the 2026 Senedd Elections — this matrix has been

circulated to all parties for their input. This will come into its own now in the approach to the

election

. ® PoliMonitor paper on Welsh Election - How the Senedd Elections is changing in 2026

Senedd 2026 Elections Page

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

1. Annual Owners Survey - CLICK HERE TO TAKE PART
Share the Owners’ Survey link with all the owners you know.

3. Register for PASC Wales Post-election Owners Meeting Tues 19 May at 1400 hrs (zoom)

REGISTER HERE
4. ‘Send in your entry to the ‘Thank You’ poster competition, - you can download your free

personalised poster HERE.
5. Enter our Awards (it really only takes 10 minutes to enter!) HERE.
6. Sign up for WRA User-testing
7. Sign up for the Key Data Webinar — 19 May, and see how the sector is performing this year

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:
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1. Senedd Election — 7™ May 2026

2. PASC UK Cymru Meeting — Post-Election Update - Tuesday 19 May 2026 at 1400 hrs (zoom)
Open to all Owners in Wales.
REGISTER HERE (Open to all this time)

To provide a post-election update - what’s likely to change and what will PASC UK Cymru be trying
to do about it, plus give operators the opportunity to ask questions on anything impacting their
business.

Location: Zoom. This will be recorded and placed on the website.

Zoom limits these meetings to 100, so first come first served, if oversubscribed we will call another
meeting.

3. PASC UK Key Data Quarterly Owners Updates Tuesday 19t May at 1100 BST
Join Sally Henry from Key Data to see booking trends for half term and the summer holidays.
REGISTER HERE (Open to All)

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:

Available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
o PASC UK introduction to Touch Stay — Digital Guidebooks
O Making Tax Digital (MTD) - Q&A and open surgery session

IN THE MEDIA

Tenby Today: covers the PASC Manifesto Matrix
https://www.tenby-today.co.uk/news/wales-manifesto-matrix-parties-divided-on-tourism-and-
hospitality-policies-901362

Business News Wales: Includes the PASC UK Cymru Manifesto Grid in its Senedd Election
coverage: https://businessnewswales.com/major-change-ahead-for-tourism-after-senedd-
election-sector-association-says/

Wales online: Reports on the dramatic drop in holiday let businesses in Wales:
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/holiday-homes-plummet-after-welsh-33643790

BBC Your Voice “Ask the Leader” Session: Haverfordwest: Party Leaders - Darren Millar, Jane Dodds
and Rhun ap lorwerth. (Tourism questions at 16 mins / 48 mins / 1.19 hrs in)
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m002txxm/your-voice-live-your-voice-live-ask-the-leader-
08042026

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK
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As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 —4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales

Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

reports/

;ﬁ PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

Cangen Cymru %‘ Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association,
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and
assess yourselves.
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