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Today’s update includes: 
 

• Commentary 

• WALES SENEDD ELECTION UPDATE 

• PASC UK Self-catering Owners’ Survey 2026 
 

• What we need from you this week? 
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• Dates for the Diary 

• In the media 

• Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK Cymru 

• Disclaimer 
 

 
COMMENTARY 
 
Plaid Cymru has now formed a minority government.  The new First Minister, Rhun ap Iorwerth, has 
been appointed and the Plaid Cymru cabinet has been formed. 
 
The Senedd Election obviously takes centre stage in this week’s newsletter marking the biggest 
political shift in Wales since devolution began in 1999.  We provide a full update below. 
 
I would remind you also to join us for the PASC Post-election owners’ Meeting next Tuesday - open 
to all readers - where we will be able to discuss the Senedd Election results in more detail.   
Click HERE to register (we are quite close to the max limit so don’t delay!).  If you can’t make the 
meeting but have a specific question you want to raise, please email me directly on 
nicky@pascuk.co.uk 
 
In terms of next steps, the PASC Team have immediately set to work on a plan and already have a 
clear strategy on how we move forward with this new Government, to ensure the voice of self-
catering is clearly heard and acted upon. 
 
If you have not yet taken part in the PASC UK 2026 Owners Survey, please do so. We need a few 
hundred more responses for the results to be accepted as data. It’s anonymous, and we will provide 
a free Survey Report once the survey has closed.  Please share with any other operators you know.  
This will include everything from how much we are paying our housekeeping and maintenance staff, 
to how much we are charging for dogs and EV charging. You can take part HERE. 
 

If you are an agency member or non-member reading this please share with your owners.  You don’t 
have to be a PASC member to have your say and benefit from the insights of this survey. 
 
The Tourism Levy remains a hot topic both in England and Wales.  It continues to make headlines 
following the impact assessment published by the previous Welsh Government revealing that it will 
most likely cost more than it raises!   
 
The TaxPayers’ Alliance (TPA) has now warned that the proposed cost to the Welsh tourism 
economy of £359 million is likely to be an under-estimate.  They also warned that the policy could 
have “serious economic consequences” for Wales. https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-
news/welsh-tourism-could-suffer-359m-33932067  
 
This is yet another reminder that piling new taxes onto tourism businesses risks damaging the wider 
visitor economy who provide local jobs, and who bring in the spend that our fragile rural and coastal 
communities rely on:  
 

 

Kind regards 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/-vr2x1U-T1GBhBigvFOqeg
https://1ui93.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsDg0nqfoo3VI8X0NzlA8X/7YT-xmZsmzQZ
https://1ui93.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsDg0nqfoo3VI8X0NzlA8X/7YT-xmZsmzQZ
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/welsh-tourism-could-suffer-359m-33932067
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/welsh-tourism-could-suffer-359m-33932067
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Nicky and the PASC team 
PASC UK – Wales Branch  
nicky@pascuk.co.uk  
 

 
 
SENEDD ELECTION UPDATE 
 
Plaid Cymru has now formed a minority government.  The new First Minister, Rhun ap Iorwerth, has 
been appointed and the Plaid Cymru cabinet has been formed. 
 
While Plaid Cymru won the most seats (43) they fell short of the 49 seats needed to form a majority 
government in the new expanded Senedd, with 96 members (60 previously).   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prior to results day, there was speculation that Plaid may form a coalition with the Green Party, but 
the Green Party won only 2 seats meaning that this would still not be enough.  The only workable 
combination would then be Plaid and Labour, which does not seem to be on the cards at this stage. 
 
Reform UK are now the next largest party gaining 34 seats.  This makes them the official opposition 
party which is a key role in scrutiny and challenge.   
 
With Plaid Cymru short of an outright majority, opposition parties now have the ability to apply 
pressure, force amendments, and demand greater scrutiny of legislation before it can pass, 
therefore holding greater influence than before. 
 
Welsh Labour suffered its worst Senedd election result since devolution, retaining just nine seats.  
Eluned Morgan lost her seat in the Ceredigion Penfro constituency and therefore immediately 
resigned as First Minister.  Ken Skates was immediately appointed as interim leader of Welsh 
Labour until a timetable is set for a full leadership election. We may have expected Huw Irranca-
Davies to have assumed that role as he was deputy, but this week he was appointed as Llwydd / 
Presiding Officer – see below.   
 
You can read more on the results by following these links:  

1. Senedd analysis: Click HERE 
2. Polimonitor analysis of results (across Wales, England and Scotland) Click HERE 

 
Appointment of the First Minister, Rhun ap Iorwerth, took place on Tuesday. 
There were 3 nominations for First Minister: - Rhun ap Iorwerth, Dan Thomas and Darren Millar: 
 
Who voted for who? 

Headline Results 

• Plaid Cymru (43 seats) forms a minority government 

• Reform UK (34 seats) are the official opposition 

• Welsh Labour (9 seats)  

• Welsh Conservatives (7 seats)  

• Green Party (2 seats)  

• Lib Dems (1 seat)  

mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://research.senedd.wales/research-articles/senedd-election-an-initial-analysis-of-the-results/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
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Rhun ap Iorwerth:  - All Plaid Cyrmu members 
- Both Green Party Members 

Dan Thomas:  - All Reform UK members 
Darren Millar:  - All Conservative members 
 
All Labour members  - Abstained 
Jane Dodds   - Abstained 
 
Why does this matter? … Because every vote now counts. 
A minority Plaid Cymru Government cannot generate enough votes alone to get major policies 
through the Senedd.  They will need support – and votes – from other parties. This will most likely 
be from the progressive parties – Greens, Labour and Lib Dem. However, the Conservatives may 
occasionally be able to secure a win. Plaid and Reform UK are ideological and electoral enemies; we 
should expect little negotiations between those two groups.  
 
But generally speaking, this new environment creates far greater scrutiny and negotiation than we 
have seen under previous Welsh Labour Governments, where measures often passed through with 
far less resistance. 
 
We hope this will result in more balanced, evidence-based policy making. 
 
The Llwydd (Presiding Officer) had to be appointed ahead of the First Minister.   
 
Their role is to chair the plenary sessions, including administering the voting.  They must be 
impartial so cannot be from the leading party.  As a Plaid member, Elin Jones could not continue in 
that role, so this appointment had to be made ahead of the appointment of the new First Minister.   
 
The new Llwydd is Huw Irranca-Davies (Labour) and the Deputy, who can be from the leading party 
is Kerry Ferguson (Plaid). 
 
You can watch the full plenary session here: HERE. 

 
Appointment of the New Plaid Cymru Cabinet 
The First Minister announced his new cabinet yesterday. Under the new system there could be up 
to 17 cabinet members and we understand the full cabinet is 14. 
 
Key cabinet appointments include: 

• Elin Jones - Finance  
• Siân Gwenllian - Local Government, Housing and Planning  
• Llŷr Gruffydd - Rural Resilience and Sustainability  
• Heledd Fychan - Chief Whip and Minister for Culture and Sport  
• Adam Price - Enterprise, Connectivity and Energy  

 
At the time of writing, it remains unclear where responsibility for Tourism will sit within the new 
Cabinet structure. That detail will be important for our sector and we will seek clarity on this. 
 
Read more here:  
https://www.itv.com/news/wales/2026-05-13/whos-who-in-the-new-plaid-cymru-government  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/crlpzky9y05o 
 

http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/ae4741c4-6c6d-4fe0-bfd7-391ca0e269d0?inPoint=00:00:00&outPoint=01:35:12
https://www.itv.com/news/wales/2026-05-13/whos-who-in-the-new-plaid-cymru-government
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/crlpzky9y05o
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WHAT THIS MEANS FOR PASC UK CYMRU MEMBERS 
 
 
 
PASC UK Cymru has already established relationships with several key figures in the new Welsh 
Government both in government and opposition.  We will continue working closely with Ministers, 
all Members of the Senedd, and opposition parties on policies that are crucial to our sector. 
 
We will continue to be part of the conversation when decisions affecting tourism, self-catering 
businesses, communities and the wider visitor economy are being made.  We have made 
considerable inroads as a ‘trusted partner’, providing data based evidence and we will aim to 
continue to provide this balanced approach. (This is why the owner survey is so crucially important 
CLICK HERE to participate) 
 
Most importantly, Plaid Cymru made a commitment in their Election Manifesto to review the 182-
day threshold and we are very much looking forward to working with them on this long overdue 
review.  Prior to her appointment Kerry Ferguson MS signed a pledge supporting that review. 
 
We will share our action plan with members in due course and will welcome suggestions of further 
actions. 
 

 
 
 
 
PASC UK ANNUAL OWNER SURVEY 2026 – THIS IS CRUCIALLY IMPORTANT NOW 

Please can as many as possible please to take part in the PASC Owner Survey.  This is the survey 
which informs much of our advocacy work.  This is the survey which has made MSes, Journalists 
and Local Authority leaders stop and listen.  It provides the evidence no one else can provide and is 
crucial to supporting our policy positions to enable the change we desperately need. 

Please take the time to take part and ask as many of your sector colleagues to do so also. 

https://1ui93.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsDg0nqfoo3VI8X0NzlA8X/7YT-xmZsmzQZ
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/-vr2x1U-T1GBhBigvFOqeg


 6 

CLICK HERE TO TAKE PART 

Here is the Facebook link so you can share via that route if preferred: 
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1389065333264500&set=pb.100064831385068.-
2207520000    

 

 

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK? 
 

1. Annual Owners Survey - CLICK HERE TO TAKE PART  

2. Share the Owners’ Survey link with all the owners you know. 

3. Register for PASC Wales Post-election Owners Meeting Tues 19 May at 1400 hrs (zoom) 

REGISTER HERE  
4. Sign up for the Key Data Webinar – 19 May, and see how the sector is performing this year  

 
PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY: 
 
1. PASC UK Cymru Meeting – Post-Election Update - Tuesday 19 May 2026 at 1400 hrs (zoom) 

Open to all Owners in Wales.  
REGISTER HERE (Open to all this time) 

 
To provide a post-election update - what’s likely to change and what will PASC UK Cymru be trying 
to do about it, plus give operators the opportunity to ask questions on anything impacting their 
business. 
Location: Zoom. This will be recorded and placed on the website. 
 
Zoom limits these meetings to 100, so first come first served, if oversubscribed we will call another 
meeting. 
 
2. PASC UK Key Data Quarterly Owners Updates Tuesday 19th May at 1100 BST  

Join Sally Henry from Key Data to see booking trends for half term and the summer holidays. 

REGISTER HERE (Open to All) 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2FM7J3W
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1389065333264500&set=pb.100064831385068.-2207520000
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1389065333264500&set=pb.100064831385068.-2207520000
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2FM7J3W
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/-vr2x1U-T1GBhBigvFOqeg
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/-vr2x1U-T1GBhBigvFOqeg
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xOXRarTRQqiiip4EIjRPug
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RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:  

Available here:    https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ 

o PASC UK introduction to Touch Stay – Digital Guidebooks  

o Making Tax Digital (MTD) - Q&A and open surgery session 

 

IN THE MEDIA 
 

First Minister appoints his Cabinet: 

BBC: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/crlpzky9y05o  

ITV: https://www.itv.com/news/wales/2026-05-13/whos-who-in-the-new-plaid-cymru-

government   

 

Daily Post:  The TaxPayers’ Alliance (TPA) believes £395 m hit from the proposed Tourism Levy is 

likely an under-estimate and claimed the policy could have “serious economic consequences” for 

Wales: https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/welsh-tourism-could-suffer-359m-

33932067 

 

 

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  

 
As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do.  We can only 

do this with the support of our memberships.  So we would encourage as many non-members as 

possible to join PASC UK… enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run. 

 

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit 

Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  

 

Membership fees are as follows: 

• Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

• 2 – 4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

• 5 – 10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

• 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

 

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT 

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only 

communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales 

Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.  

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/crlpzky9y05o
https://www.itv.com/news/wales/2026-05-13/whos-who-in-the-new-plaid-cymru-government
https://www.itv.com/news/wales/2026-05-13/whos-who-in-the-new-plaid-cymru-government
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/welsh-tourism-could-suffer-359m-33932067
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/welsh-tourism-could-suffer-359m-33932067
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
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Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

reports/ 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

 

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business 

policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, 

not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’. 

 

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and 

social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there 

are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We 

will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and 

assess yourselves.  

 

https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88

