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PASC UK WALES NEWSLETTER 
21 May 2026 

 
 
 
Today’s update includes: 
 

• Commentary 

• WALES SENEDD ELECTION UPDATE 

• Tourism Levy Consultation Launched in Conwy, Anglesey, Gwynedd – relevant to all 

• CMS Select Committee Response to Tourism Enquiry 

• Dates for the Diary 

• What we need from you this week. 

• In the media 

• Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK Cymru 

• Disclaimer 
 

 
COMMENTARY 
 
The Senedd continues to organise themselves for the 7th Senedd term.   
 
There was a short plenary this Tuesday where Rhun ap Iorwerth outlined his priorities.  The leaders 
of the main parties were also able to respond.  The key theme appeared to be we will support you 
where our priorities align… let’s hope this continues and we start to see things improving across 
Wales.  One thing is for sure, Plaid Cymru have their work cut out and as a minority government 
they will need allies to get their policies across the line.  It remains to be seen where those allies – 
and their votes – will come from. 
 
 
This week we have seen announcement of the cabinet for Reform UK Wales.  This includes a 
dedicated Shadow Minister for Culture, Tourism and Hospitality – Louise Emery MS.  I think we can 
be confident this is an indication of their continued support for our sector. 
 
The Welsh Conservatives also cemented their support for Tourism this week, having appointed Paul 
Davies MS as their Tourism spokesperson, within his wider role of Shadow Minister for Welsh 
Language, Culture, Tourism and Sport.  Paul has already written to Adam Price MS to ask for a 
reduction in 182 – possibly the first letter he wrote.  What more could we ask for in the first week of 
the new Senedd term – keeping 182 live on the agenda on our behalf. 
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More details on the new Senedd below. 
 
We have set to work on our PASC post-election plan.  Every day there are new developments and 
we update the plan at every point.  This is an internal document so will not be shared publicly but 
we will of course, be sharing with our membership.  This plan reflects the needs of our paid 
members as a priority and our support for the whole sector.  We all have our work cut-out to 
influence the change needed by all of us in the sector. 
 
The whole PASC team give their heart and soul to the cause and we are way further forward than 
we were even a year ago.  We would like to do even more, but these plans require resources.  We 
would therefore ask as many of our readers who are not members to join us, please.  Individual 
membership is not expensive and you certainly get your money’s worth in member benefits. 
 
The PASC UK 2026 Owners’ Survey has now closed and we will be sharing a report with members in 
the next days.  Please look for this in the Members’ area of the website.  We will also publish  
headline data in the General Newsletter and more specific Wales data in next weeks newsletter. 
 
To give you a taster…  
The survey this year highlighted that over 80% of Welsh holiday let owners are Welsh people and 
Welsh Residents – this is key as Welsh Government policies are hurting us the most. 
 
 The Survey covers both England and Wales and we had a much higher proportion of respondents 
from Wales this time ... so Thank You.  It was great to see it shared across other Facebook Groups 
and in different newsletters.  It is such rich data and in absence of government data, it is now 
referred to widely - within discussions within government at a Westminster and Senedd level, 
particularly by officials and government bodies, and increasingly across Local Authorities.  As well as 
the media, of course.  Thanks to those of you who completed it – it matters! 
 
The Tourism Levy is making headlines again this week.  Gwynedd, Conwy and Anglesey Mon have 
launched their consultations on the Levy.  This is significant as they are key tourism regions.  Having 
listened to the cabinet meetings, it is hard to read whether there is support and we are therefore 
very hopeful that the consultation will be a true consultation, where they are open to understand 
the views of the residents and visitors.  Either way, they won’t get a true picture unless we all 
contribute.  We can contribute to these consultations not only as business owners but also as 
visitors, so I would encourage as many as possible to complete these consultation responses.  I 
include the links to all 3 in the section below. 
 
National Registration is moving surprisingly quickly to the 1 October launch.  We will be sharing 
their latest survey request in next week’s newsletter along with a further update.  In the meantime 
you can find out about their upcoming workshops here: Training and events: Welsh Revenue 
Authority | GOV.WALES 
 
Outside of wales, PASC UK have submitted our written evidence to the Culture, Media and Sport 
Select Committee who are running an inquiry into the future of the UK Tourism Industry.  Will look 
at the whole picture and is a great opportunity to highlight the complexity of all the policies facing 
the sector and for us to clearly articulate the value of the sector.  Read more below…  
 

 

Kind regards 

https://www.gov.wales/welsh-revenue-authority/training-events#186936
https://www.gov.wales/welsh-revenue-authority/training-events#186936
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Nicky and the PASC team 
PASC UK – Wales Branch  
nicky@pascuk.co.uk  
 

 
 
SENEDD ELECTION UPDATE 
 
This week the new First Minister has outlined his priorities in the first ‘full’ plenary.  Welsh 
Conservatives announced their cabinet very promptly last week, followed by Reform early this 
week. 
 
Since our last week’s newsletter we have seen further announcements on the shadow cabinets 
  
 
We are delighted to see dedicated Tourism roles from Welsh Conservatives and Reform Cymru.  
This shows a commitment to Tourism from our opposition parties. 
 
We have had excellent engagement with both Paul Davies MS and Louise Emery MS and we wish 
them well in their roles.   
 
The opposition parties pay a very important role in scrutinising the proposals of the Government 
while holding them to account.  Their role is not simply to oppose but to recommend better 
alternatives and with both Paul and Louise having already proactively engaged with PASC UK Cymru 
we are confident that they are already taking this role very seriously. 
 
 

mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
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Paul Davies MS has already written to Adam Price MS in his role as Cabinet Minister for Enterprise, 
Connectivity and Energy, to ask whether they will be reviewing 182.  Read more HERE 
 
Louise Emery MS has also expressed her intent to look at 182 as a priority. 
 
 
Plaid Cymru have not identified a dedicated spokesperson for Tourism within their cabinet , but we 
were assured by Rhun ap Iorwerth during our meeting with him ahead of the Senedd Election that 
Tourism is one of the most important economic sectors and it is a priority for him.  
 
We are assuming Tourism will sit within ‘Enterprise’ under Adam Price MS.  But historically we have 
been liaising with different members on difference areas of responsibility, which we will continue to 
do in absence of one point of contact.  
 
Key Plaid Cymru cabinet appointments include: 

• Elin Jones - Finance  
• Siân Gwenllian - Local Government, Housing and Planning  
• Llŷr Gruffydd - Rural Resilience and Sustainability  
• Heledd Fychan - Chief Whip and Minister for Culture and Sport  
• Adam Price - Enterprise, Connectivity and Energy  

 
PASC UK Cyrmru have established relationships with most of the above members and we appreciate 
the dialogue we have been able to have with each of them.  We are confident of on-going 
engagement and look forward to working further with them and to find solutions together which 
work for our sector and for government.  Below is a visual of the full cabinet and deputy cabinet 
members.  You will see familiar faces and we would urge you to continue to engage at a local level.   
 

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/18qftrPcJK/?mibextid=wwXIfr
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PASC UK CYMRU SENEDD UPDATE CALL 
 
Thank you to those of you who joined us for the Senedd Election Update this week.  We had almost 
100 registered for this and it was great to be joined by members as well as non-members.  Normally 
reserved for our paid up members, but at such a key moment in the political landscape of Wales we 
decided to open to non-members. 
 
We were joined by Iain Stewart who has been an advisor to PASC for a couple of years now.  Iain 
was a former MP in Westminster and a member of the Scottish Parliament so is very familiar with 
devolution as well as what goes on behind the scenes!  Iain talked us through a very insightful 
interpretation of not only the Senedd Elections but also how this interacts with the current activity 
in Westminster.   
 
If you weren’t able to join us the call is recorded and will be made available to our Members. 
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TOURISM LEVY CONSULTATION LAUNCHED IN CONWY, ANGLESEY, 
GWYNEDD – RELEVANT TO ALL 
 
 
Gwynedd, Conwy and Anglesey / Ynys Môn have now all opened consultations on the proposed 
Visitor Levy. 
 
This is a hugely important stage given these are some of the key tourism economies in Wales and 
we as Welsh residents will be paying this levy. 
 
Having listened carefully to recent Cabinet discussions, it remains difficult to judge the true level of 
political support for the Levy. We therefore have to hope these consultations are genuine exercises 
in listening. 
 
You don’t just have a voice as a business owners and residents in those local authority areas but you 
are also visitors and customers so please provide your feedback. 
 
The consultations ask for these responses from visitors and the Local Authorities will only get a 
proper understanding of the likely impact if we all take part. 
 
So we strongly encourage as many people as possible to respond. 
 
Links to all three consultations are included below. 
 
Anglesey: https://www.anglesey.gov.wales/en/Have-your-say/Consultations/Current-
consultations/Visitor-levy-consultation.aspx 
 
Gwynedd:  https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Businesses/Tourism/Tourism-Levy-and-
Registration-of-Visitor-Accommodation.aspx  

https://www.anglesey.gov.wales/en/Have-your-say/Consultations/Current-consultations/Visitor-levy-consultation.aspx
https://www.anglesey.gov.wales/en/Have-your-say/Consultations/Current-consultations/Visitor-levy-consultation.aspx
https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Businesses/Tourism/Tourism-Levy-and-Registration-of-Visitor-Accommodation.aspx
https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Businesses/Tourism/Tourism-Levy-and-Registration-of-Visitor-Accommodation.aspx
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/-vr2x1U-T1GBhBigvFOqeg
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Conwy: https://www.visitconwy.org.uk/visitor-information/visitor-levy/  

 

CMS SELECT COMMITTEE RESPONSE TO TOURISM ENQUIRY 

 

 

Last night was the deadline for responding to the CMS Select Committees Enquiry into Tourism. 
 
The Team at PASC UK have put a huge amount of effort into this important paper, which puts 
forward in clear language why there needs to be better data, and economic impacts 
assessments to inform policy. The random list of interventions, both tax and regulatory, that 
you have faced recently, are stark evidence of policy in a vacuum. 
 
Once again, we would like to thank all those that contributed to the paper by sending in 
comments and suggestions, this was very much appreciated. 
 
We will let you know if they accept our evidence, and if they ask for any follow up. 
 
You can access the final version of the document HERE. 
   

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK? 
 

1. Levy Consultation Surveys from Gwynedd, Conwy and Anglesey: 

It is crucial that we all respond as Visitors as well as Business Owners and Residents.  As we will 

be paying the levy when we visit. 

• Anglesey: https://www.anglesey.gov.wales/en/Have-your-say/Consultations/Current-
consultations/Visitor-levy-consultation.aspx 

• Gwynedd:  https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Businesses/Tourism/Tourism-Levy-and-
Registration-of-Visitor-Accommodation.aspx  

• Conwy: https://www.visitconwy.org.uk/visitor-information/visitor-levy/  
 

 

https://www.visitconwy.org.uk/visitor-information/visitor-levy/
https://1ui93.r.bh.d.sendibt3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA6Qs4xydnoxPmM6bZprZA0MaX/tY1uiILXZX23
https://www.anglesey.gov.wales/en/Have-your-say/Consultations/Current-consultations/Visitor-levy-consultation.aspx
https://www.anglesey.gov.wales/en/Have-your-say/Consultations/Current-consultations/Visitor-levy-consultation.aspx
https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Businesses/Tourism/Tourism-Levy-and-Registration-of-Visitor-Accommodation.aspx
https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Businesses/Tourism/Tourism-Levy-and-Registration-of-Visitor-Accommodation.aspx
https://www.visitconwy.org.uk/visitor-information/visitor-levy/
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PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY: 
 
1. - Tuesday 19 May 2026 at 1400 hrs (zoom) 

Open to all Owners in Wales.  
REGISTER HERE (Open to all this time) 

 
To provide a post-election update - what’s likely to change and what will PASC UK Cymru be trying 
to do about it, plus give operators the opportunity to ask questions on anything impacting their 
business. 
Location: Zoom. This will be recorded and placed on the website. 
 
Zoom limits these meetings to 100, so first come first served, if oversubscribed we will call another 
meeting. 
 
2. at 1100 BST  

Join Sally Henry from Key Data to see booking trends for half term and the summer holidays. 

REGISTER HERE (Open to All) 

 

 

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:  

Available here:    https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ 

 

o PASC UK Cymru Meeting – Post-Election Update Tuesday 19th May 

o PASC UK Key Data Quarterly Owners Updates Tuesday 19th May 

o PASC UK introduction to Touch Stay – Digital Guidebooks  

o Making Tax Digital (MTD) - Q&A and open surgery session 

 

IN THE MEDIA 
 

First Minister appoints his Cabinet: 

BBC: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/crlpzky9y05o  

ITV: https://www.itv.com/news/wales/2026-05-13/whos-who-in-the-new-plaid-cymru-

government   

 

TOURISM LEVY: 

North Wales Chronicle: Questions the impact of a Levy in Gwynedd at the current time. Referring to 

it as a ‘nail in the Tourism coffin’ 

https://www.northwaleschronicle.co.uk/news/26119197.gwynedd-visitor-levy-sparks-warnings-

tourism-coffin 

 

 Business News Wales:  Tourism Levy Anglesey https://businessnewswales.com/anglesey-to-

consult-on-potential-visitor-levy/ 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/-vr2x1U-T1GBhBigvFOqeg
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xOXRarTRQqiiip4EIjRPug
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/crlpzky9y05o
https://www.itv.com/news/wales/2026-05-13/whos-who-in-the-new-plaid-cymru-government
https://www.itv.com/news/wales/2026-05-13/whos-who-in-the-new-plaid-cymru-government
https://www.northwaleschronicle.co.uk/news/26119197.gwynedd-visitor-levy-sparks-warnings-tourism-coffin
https://www.northwaleschronicle.co.uk/news/26119197.gwynedd-visitor-levy-sparks-warnings-tourism-coffin


 9 

Daily Post:  The TaxPayers’ Alliance (TPA) believes £395 m hit from the proposed Tourism Levy is 

likely an under-estimate and claimed the policy could have “serious economic consequences” for 

Wales: https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/welsh-tourism-could-suffer-359m-

33932067 

 

 

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  

 
As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do.  We can only 

do this with the support of our memberships.  So we would encourage as many non-members as 

possible to join PASC UK… enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run. 

 

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit 

Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  

 

Membership fees are as follows: 

• Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

• 2 – 4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

• 5 – 10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

• 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

 

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT 

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only 

communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales 

Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.  

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

reports/ 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

 

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business 

policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, 

not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’. 

https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/welsh-tourism-could-suffer-359m-33932067
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/welsh-tourism-could-suffer-359m-33932067
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88
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In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and 

social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there 

are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We 

will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and 

assess yourselves.  

 


