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• PASC UK Webinar Programme for 2026  

• PASC UK on the Road and Important Meetings ahead  

• In-Person PASC UK Members meetings 

• Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK   

• Disclaimer 

COMMENTARY  
 
The elections across England, Scotland and Wales are still making all the headlines, and it may still be 
a few days before we get clarity. For those readers in Wales, there will be a full update on the results 
from last week in Thursdays newsletter. We have included below a PoliMonitor Report on the 
elections for those of you that want an independent overview. 
 
We have also published this week our draft response to the CMS Select committee Enquiry into the 
future of Tourism in the UK, possibly our best shot at getting structural change to Tourism in Britian. 
You can find out more about that below, where to find it and how to respond yourself if you wish top. 
 
Please can any of you reading this, that have not yet taken part in the PASC UK 2026 Owners Survey, 
please do so. We need a few hundred more responses for the results to be accepted as data. It’s 
anonymous, and we will provide a free Survey Report once the survey has closed, which will include 
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everything from how much we are paying our housekeeping ad maintenance staff, to how much we 
are charging for dogs and EV charging. You can take part HERE.  
 
It’s your last chance to enter to win a hamper from Fortnum & Mason worth £100, simply for sending 
us a photo – details can be found below.  
 
Discount tickets for Scale Brighton on the 9/10 June are available below, the conference agenda looks 
really interesting. PASC UK will be attending and Alistair will be joining one of the speaker panels.  
 
Don’t forget to attend the following meetings: 
 
1/ PASC UK x Key Data Quarterly Owners Updates – Open to all 
Date: Tuesday 19 May 2026 at 1100 BST. 

REGISTER HERE  

 
2/ PASC UK CYMRU Wales Meeting – Open to all 
Tuesday 19th May 2026 at 1400 BST. 
REGISTER HERE  
 
3/ PASC UK England Members Meeting – Members only 
Thursday 21 May 2026 at 1400 BST. 
REGISTER HERE   

 
As always. wishing you all good bookings. 
 
Alistair and all the team at PASC UK 

 
CMS SELECT COMMITTEE INTO TOURISM DRAFT RESPONSE 
 

 
 
PASC UK have prepared our ‘draft’ response to the Committees request for evidence for their enquiry. 
This is not a normal Consultation, where the number of responses is key. Here quality content on key 
themes is critical. 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2FM7J3W
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xOXRarTRQqiiip4EIjRPug
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/-vr2x1U-T1GBhBigvFOqeg
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/lni3uih9SbuS-nnIwAEJ0g
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We have shared the document with all our Stakeholders, so that they can, if they wish, take parts or 
data from it. 
 
We believe that this is the best opportunity that we have to get structural change to the way that 
Government looks at Tourism in the UK. 
 
To that end, it focusses on the following: 
 
OUR SIX RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

1.  Do not introduce an England overnight visitor levy without first reducing VAT, publishing 
the Visitor Economy Growth Strategy, and completing an independent impact assessment. 
2.  Recommend a moratorium on further interventions and commission a cumulative 
regulatory impact assessment. 
3.  Introduce a tourism impact assessment for policy proposals from any government 
department, and appoint a dedicated cross-departmental lead for tourism. 
4.  Implement the statutory short-term let register in England without further delay. 
5.  Reduce VAT on accommodation and hospitality to 12.5%. 
6.  Publish the National Visitor Economy Strategy with a domestic tourism strand, a target to 
restore overnight trips to 57.2 million by 2030, and a commitment to review HM Treasury's 
Green Book treatment of domestic visitor spending. 
 

It’s worth a read for those that are interested as we try and address the structural problems in British 
Tourism, which of course, on top of all the other interventions on our sector, make your business lives 
far more difficult than they need to be. 
 
So have a read, if you feel like making your own response, that’s great and please bear in mind that a 
Select Committee will be looking for repeating themes, not localised issues. 
You can find the draft here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/  
 
OUR ASK OF YOU 
 
Please feel free to comment on the document or make suggestions. The deadline for our final 
response is the 18th May so please . Send any feedback to chair@pascuk.co.uk by close of play on 
Thursday 14th May 2026.  
 
If you are submitting your own evidence, you are welcome to draw on our submission. Details 
at: https://committees.parliament.uk/work/9732/tourism  

 
PHOTO COMPETITION FOR ‘THANK YOU’ POSTERS. WIN A £100 FORTNUM @ MASON 
HAMPER – FINAL CALL FOR ENTRIES 
 
BASED ON FEEDBACK FROM MEMBERS AND NEEDING A LITTLE BIT OF EXTRA TIME TO SOURCE 
FRAMES AND GET INTO THEIR PROPERTIES, WE HAVE UPDATED THE CLOSING DATE TO MIDNIGHT 
ON 18TH MAY – WITH THE WINNER BEING PICKED AT RANDOM AND NOTIFIED ON TUESDAY 18TH 
MAY TO CONFIRM THE DELIVERY ADDRESS. THERE IS NO CASH ALTERNATIVE.  
 
AMAZING ODDS COMPARED TO NORMAL COMPETITIONS ☺ 
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/
mailto:chair@pascuk.co.iuk
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/9732/tourism
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You can personalise and download the ‘Thank You’ Posters/images HERE. You can choose an image 
that we have provided, or use your own, and you add your name and business name at the bottom. 
There are also Welsh versions. At the bottom of this section, we have put an example of the text on 
the poster. 
 
They are a great way of thanking your guests, and making clear the value that your business brings to 
the local community.  
 
We have included on the www.greatbritishholiday.org website a gallery so that we can display your 
posters and interpretations of the ‘Thank You’ campaign. 
 
We would love to expand the gallery of images to display the creative ways you’ve included them in 
your properties, so for the next 3 weeks we will be running a competition which is open to all.  
 
To enter, simply send a photo of your ‘Thank You’ poster in situ to support@pascuk.co.uk with the 
subject line “Thank You Poster” to be entered in the draw to win a Fortnum & Mason Hamper worth 
£100! Amazing odds compared to normal competitions ☺ 
 
This is an example of the text: 
 

We would like to thank you for choosing our business for your holiday. We really appreciate it 
and will do all that we can to ensure that you have a great stay. We would also like to thank 
you on behalf of all the other local businesses that you will be enjoying whilst you are here, the 
local pubs, restaurants, 
shops, visitor attractions and more....  
 
Your spend is critical to the long-term survival of these businesses. Local spend on its own is not 
sufficient to support them and they are reliant on guests like you to sustain and grow our 

https://www.greatbritishholiday.org/your-poster
http://www.greatbritishholiday.org/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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vibrant local visitor economies. So, a huge thank you from us all and we hope that you will 
continue to holiday in the UK and support the Great British Holiday. 
 
Your Names 
Your Business Name 

 
POLITICAL UPDATE 

The Houses of Parliament are currently in prorogation. Parliament will next sit on 13 May 2026, 
when the State Opening of Parliament and the 2026 King's Speech will set out the Government's 
proposed policies and legislation for the coming session. 

With Parliament not sitting and the King's Speech on the horizon, the proposed holiday tax 
continues to dominate both the political agenda and media coverage. Here is what you need to 
know. 

PASC UK Subscribes to the PoliMonitor Service, which keeps us fully up to date with all political 
matters in Westminster and the Senedd. They have produced a report on the recent elections in 
Wales and Scotland and the local elections in England. 

For those of you that follow the detail and what might happen going forwards, this Report makes 
and interesting read, is available to all and can be found HERE.  

The 2026 local elections highlighted a growing political divide between Britain’s major urban 
centres and many rural and coastal communities. Overall, the night delivered a significant blow 
to Labour but also the Conservatives, who lost a net 1,496 and 563 councillors respectively. 
Reform UK was the clear winner, gaining 1,451 councillors, with the Liberal Democrats gaining 
155 and the Greens adding 441. 
 
Reform UK made significant gains across Yorkshire, the North East, the North West and East 
Anglia, capitalising on frustration over the cost of living, public services and communities that 
feel overlooked by Westminster. In Norfolk and Suffolk, the shift was particularly striking, with 
Reform and aligned local campaigns making major breakthroughs at the Conservatives’ 
expense. 
 
Great Yarmouth was one of the clearest examples of this trend. Every county council seat 
contested within the borough was won by Great Yarmouth First, the local movement backed by 
MP Rupert Lowe and affiliated with Restore Britain. The result underlined the strength of locally 
focused and anti-establishment campaigning in coastal communities facing pressures around 
housing, regeneration, seasonal economies and public investment. 
 
Labour and the Conservatives held up better in parts of London and larger cities, while the 
Greens gained ground in several urban authorities and the Liberal Democrats strengthened 
further in parts of the South and South West. 
 
For rural and coastal tourism economies, the elections are unlikely to bring immediate policy 
changes, but they reinforce the growing political importance of communities that rely heavily on 
hospitality, tourism and small independent businesses. 
 

https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-10818/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
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The results also increase pressure on Prime Minister Keir Starmer and the Labour leadership. 
Labour lost support to Reform in many working-class areas, while also facing pressure from the 
Greens and Liberal Democrats elsewhere, prompting renewed debate within the party about how 
to reconnect with key voter groups. An interesting week ahead in Whitehall. 

Media Update 

A poll of over 10,000 adults across Great Britain, commissioned by UKHospitality, has delivered 
a warning to the government on the proposed holiday tax. The headline findings highlight that 
56% of respondents oppose the tax, 73% say it would reduce or end their domestic holidays, and 
voters are nearly ten times more likely to punish their MP for backing the measure than to reward 
them. MRP modelling found that in 200 of the 411 seats Labour won in 2024, the number of 
former Labour supporters who would turn against their MP over the tax already exceeds that 
MP's majority. The modelling estimates that a 5% holiday tax would cost the economy 33,000 
jobs, reduce GDP by £2.2 billion, and leave the Treasury £688 million worse off by 2030.  

The story has been picked up across trade and regional press, including Your Harrogate, Hotel 
News Resource, The Star and the Morning Advertiser. Your Harrogate in particular focuses on the 
regional impact in Yorkshire, noting that 54% of Yorkshire residents oppose the tax and that 48% 
of Labour voters in the region would be less likely to vote for an MP who supported it. 

Burnham-on-Sea MP Ashley Fox visited Haven Holiday Village this week to hear concerns about 
the proposed holiday tax firsthand. The site employs over 300 people and welcomed more than 
100,000 visitors in 2025. Mr Fox said he would continue pressing ministers on the issue, arguing 
that coastal destinations should be attracting more visitors, not facing policies that risk driving 
holidaymakers abroad. The article can be found HERE. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT. HOW TO AVOID 
 

We’ve been getting an increasing number of reports and requests for support from Members getting 
notices of Copyright Infringement, mainly due to the use of photograph on their websites.  
This occurs when you are using a photo on your website without explicit permission. 
 
All the main photo agencies employ sub-contractors to track down websites using licensed photos. 
They use advanced bots and Ai to cross check and see which ones are not being paid for, and you are 
then contacted with a bill. 
 
The most common agency is the Visual Rights Group. They seem to currently be asking for around 
£600-800 for a quick resolution. We have supported several Members in reducing this figure to 
something more palatable, but if you have published a photo or image without permission, you are 
liable. 
 
So our advice to you for this week: grab a cup of tea, a good biscuit, and double check your website 
and any listings to make sure the photos you’re using are ones you’ve got permission to use. If in 
doubt, take it down!  

 
SCALE CONFERENCE BRIGHTON – JUNE 2026 
 

https://www.yourharrogate.co.uk/local-news/harrogate/yorkshire-voters-would-reject-mps-who-back-holiday-tax-major-poll-shows/
https://www.hotelnewsresource.com/article141139.html
https://www.hotelnewsresource.com/article141139.html
https://www.thestar.com.my/business/business-news/2026/05/05/most-britslikely-to-cut-back-on-staycations-after-tax#goog_rewarded
https://www.morningadvertiser.co.uk/Article/2026/05/05/majority-of-brits-oppose-holiday-tax-ukhospitality-poll-finds/
https://www.burnham-on-sea.com/news/mp-visits-burnham-on-sea-haven-holiday-village-amid-concerns-over-proposed-holiday-tax/
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PASC UK will be attending its favourite Short Term Rental Conference, Scale Brighton, on the 9th and 
10th June at the Corn Exchange, Brighton. Do think about coming to join us.  

 

Aimed primarily at operators of 10+ units the Conference promises to cover the decisions being made 
right now across AI, regulation and diversification that will shape the future of UK short-term rentals. 

That's why PASC UK is delighted to invite you to SCALE UK 2026, the UK's premier event for 
professional short-term rental and self-catering operators. 

Join us on 9–10 June at The Corn Exchange, Brighton, where the PASC UK team will be on hand 
throughout both days. 

Why come? 

● Regulatory clarity: direct answers to the challenges and wins shaping our sector right now 

● A day on AI and growth: practical sessions on applying AI to your self-catering business 

(beginner and advanced tracks), plus diversification and scalability 

● A session not to miss: PASC UK Chair Alistair Handyside MBE joins Fiona Campbell (ASSC) and 

Janet Uttley (STAA) for From Voluntary to Vital: The Future of Short-Term Rental Licensing in 

the UK (Working Title) 

● Networking that works: buffet lunches, coffee breaks and an exclusive drinks reception with 

operators from across the UK 

Your Member Rate 

As a PASC UK member, you have access to a fixed two-day rate of £189, well below the standard 
price, which rises again from 15 May. 

PASC UK Member price £189 (until 30th May) 
 

Full price (from 15/05) £349 

Secure your PASC UK rate here 

https://scaleuk2026.eventify.io/t2/tickets/291A1F
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We look forward to welcoming you to the Corn Exchange in Brighton. 

PASC UK WEBINAR PROGRAME FOR 2026 
 
Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at: 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/  Members only recordings are in the Members area.  
 

1/ PASC UK x Key Data Quarterly Owners Updates 

 
Open to all Owners in England and Wales. 
Location: Zoom. This will be recorded and placed on the website. 
 

Date: Tuesday 19 May 2026 at 1100 BST. 

 

Details: Join Sally Henry from Key Data to see how bookings over Easter ended up, and how they’re 

looking for half term and the summer holidays. 

 

REGISTER HERE  

 
2/ PASC UK CYMRU Wales Meeting 
 
Open to all Owners in Wales.  
Location: Zoom. This will be recorded and placed on the website. 
 
Tuesday 19th May 2026 at 1400 BST. 
 
Details: This meeting will provide the opportunity to give self-catering operators in Wales a general 
update on what’s happening in the sector, especially in the light of the Senedd Elections. What’s likely 
to change and what will PASC UK Cymru be trying to do about it, plus give operators the opportunity 
to ask questions on anything impacting their business. 
 
Zoom limits these meetings to 100, so first come first served, if oversubscribed we will call another 
meeting. 
 
REGISTER HERE  
 

3/ PASC UK England Meeting 
 
Open to Members Only.  
Location: Zoom. This will be recorded and placed on the website. 
 
Thursday 21 May 2026 at 1400 BST 
 
Details: This meeting will provide the opportunity to give PASC UK Members a general update on 
what’s happening in the sector in England, review the impact of Local Elections, and give Members 
the opportunity to ask questions on anything impacting their business. 
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xOXRarTRQqiiip4EIjRPug
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/-vr2x1U-T1GBhBigvFOqeg
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Zoom limits these meetings to 100, so first come first served, if oversubscribed we will call another 
meeting. 
 
REGISTER HERE   
 

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND IMPORTANT MEETINGS AHEAD  
 
PASC UK will be present at the following events:  

• 20 May. Tourism Alliance Council Meeting 
• 21 May. Devon County Show Business Breakfast 
• 3 June. Visit England Awards. Bristol 
• 9/10 June. Scale Brighton 
• 17 June. Tourism Alliance AGM. London 
• 5 September. Reform Conference 
• 19 September. Liberal Democrats Conference 
• 22 September. Tourism Alliance Council Meeting 
• 27 September. Labour Conference 
• 4 October. Conservative Party Conference 
• 11 October. Premier Cottages Conference 
• 24 October. Scale Barcelona 
• 29 October Visit Wales Awards 

IN PERSON PASC UK MEMBER MEETINGS  

Last year we covered the following, the Cotswolds, Cornwall, Devon, North and SW Wales, the Lake 
District and Northumberland. Given diary commitments alongside the Political Party Conferences, we 
will be providing dates for your diaries for the 2026 in due course.  
 
Next year will see these meetings updated to offer more value and content to Members. If members 
have suggestions for either the content of the meetings or suitable venues in their area, please let 
support@pascuk.co.uk know.  
 
Key targets for us to attend for the first time are: 
 

• Norfolk/Suffolk 

• Yorkshire 

• Southeast/Brighton 

• Mid Wales 
 
Happy to get suggestions for venues, as we look to plan further events around England and Wales.  
 
We apply a nominal charge of £10 per person to cover venue hire, tea, coffee and biscuits and 
attendance is for Members only. All Members from all areas are welcome. 
  
If you have any questions or suggestions for changes to Members Meetings, please contact 
Livvy: support@pascuk.co.uk with the subject line “PASC UK Members Meeting”. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/lni3uih9SbuS-nnIwAEJ0g
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  
 
There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering sector. 
We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more funds. 
There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying done on 
behalf of the sector.  
 
We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and 
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with 
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds 
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.  
 
Membership fees are as follows:  
 

• Single cottage £90 plus VAT  

• 2 – 4 Units £150 plus VAT  

• 5 – 10 Units £235 plus VAT  

• 11 + Units £335 plus VAT  

 
Members get telephone support and priority email support.  
 
You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit 
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  
 
Wishing every one of you all the best. 
 
Best regards 
 
Alistair Handyside MBE 
Executive Chair 
The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK 
www.pascuk.co.uk 
support@pascuk.co.uk 

 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
The content of this newsletter does not constitute legal advice. PASC UK are not legally qualified and make no 
representation or warranty of any kind regarding the completeness, accuracy, adequacy, availability, validity, reliability 
and suitability of the information contained herein. Any reliance you place on such material is therefore strictly at your own 
risk and PASC UK will not be liable for any losses/damages you suffer as a result of your reliance. 
 
If you wish to unsubscribe, please respond saying ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. Thanks  
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk

