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COMMENTARY  
 
They say that a week is s long time in politics and so the last week has proven. In England we have a 
Government in some turmoil, continuing into this week, whilst in Wales we see the formation of the 
first non-Labour led administration since the opening of the Senedd in 1999. 
 
Despite all the tensions and dramas at Westminster the Kings Speech went ahead and earlier than 
most had expected the Overnight Visitor Levy Bill was announced. 
 
It is once again massively disappointing that when the Government calls a Consultation they respond 
by announcing the Policy with responding to either the Consultation or producing an Economic Impact 
assessment. They really must look at the impact that this will have on businesses, on top of all the 
other tax and regulatory measures that have been introduced recently. 
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Whilst we still do all that we can, and have many stakeholder supporters and support in Westminster, 
to try and halt the Levy, we have to work on the assumption that it may well be introduced in some 
areas and we need to ensure that if it does, it meets the following criteria. 
 

• It needs to be the smallest amount possible 

• The money needs to be ring-fenced to support local tourism 

• There must be a single charging method across England 

• All forms of accommodation should be treated equally 

• There should be no exemptions, e.g. spare rooms, or occasional short term lets 

• There must be diligent local impact assessments 

• Local Tourism businesses must have representation on how the money is spent. 

There is still much to play for, it’s a long way off, Treasury suggests that the earliest a levy would be 
charged anywhere would be 2028, some Mayors are keen, some are not. We will be doing what we 
always do, try to use data and proper evidence to reduce the harm that a levy will have on the sector. 
We will be focussing on those key bullet points above. 
 
We will be providing you all with the means to tell your MPs and maybe even your customers how 
damaging this could be and will have more information on how you can help in the coming weeks.  
 
As is usual we want to hear from you on the Levy, how you think it will affect you, and any suggestion 
you have for us to include in our work with stakeholders, Officials and MPs. Please to 
support@pascuk.co.uk and put Levy in the subject line. 
 
Last night we submitted our CMS Select Committee response for the Enquiry into Tourism. More on 
that below, would really like to say thanks to all that took the time to review the draft and sent in 
suggestions and feedback. Very helpful and much appreciated. 
 
In Wales we have formulated our plan to try and effect positive change with the new Administration, 
this is on a party by part, MS by MS basis, and seeks to hold MSs to Manifesto pledges. 
 
The PASC UK Self-Catering 2026 Survey closes on Wednesday 20th May. Please if you have not taken 
part, please do, the link is here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2FM7J3W  
 
We will publish the Survey Report next week. 
 
Things to do this week: 
 

• Enter the Great British Holiday Awards 

• Register for the English Members meeting (details below) 

PASC UK England Members Meeting – Members only 
Thursday 21 May 2026 at 1400 BST. 

• REGISTER HERE   

 

Many thanks as always,  
 
Alistair and the team at PASC UK 

mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2FM7J3W
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/lni3uih9SbuS-nnIwAEJ0g
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CMS SELECT COMMITTEE RESPONSE TO TOURISM ENQUIRY  

 
 

Last night was the deadline for responding to the CMS Select Committees Enquiry into Tourism. 
 
The Team at PASC UK have put a huge amount of effort into this important paper, which puts forward 
in clear language why there needs to be better data, and economic impacts assessments to inform 
policy. The random list of interventions, both tax and regulatory, that you have faced recently, are 
stark evidence of policy in a vacuum. 
 
Once again, we would like to thank all those that contributed to the paper by sending in comments 
and suggestions, this was very much appreciated. 
 
We will let you know if they accept our evidence, and if they ask for any follow up. 
 
You can access the final version of the document HERE.  

 
POLITICAL UPDATE 

The Overnight Visitor Levy Bill was announced in the King's Speech last week, and neither 
Parliament nor the media has wasted any time getting stuck in. 

Political Update 

The Bill sets out the legislative framework giving local leaders, including mayors, the power to 
introduce a levy on overnight stays and decide how it would be structured. The Government's 
consultation response is expected shortly. Ministers have been keen to frame the whole thing as 
a devolution win rather than a new tax. Make of that what you will. 

In the House of Lords, Lord Sharp of Epsom warned that the measure has already been publicly 
rejected by hundreds of business leaders across hospitality, tourism and leisure, arguing it will 
reduce visitor numbers, push up prices and erode local economies. Lord Livermore, the 
Financial Secretary to the Treasury, responded not by addressing those concerns but by 
defending the policy as a manifesto commitment. In the Commons, Sir Roger Gale also spoke 
out, adding to a growing chorus of industry-aligned voices on both sides of the House. 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6a046665c0cc74b4523e4d3b/The_King_s_Speech_2026_-_background_briefing_notes.pdf
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2026-05-14/debates/44C171CD-19BB-42AD-B5AB-EC338797762B/a#contribution-F4C2A87C-CC59-4862-A2D7-E1531C3FB29C%23:~:text=tourism%2520taxes
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2026-05-14/debates/0DD1DD88-EEB1-4AAD-B5C1-C8DD51DF0C30/a#contribution-5ADB3274-0FDF-4D27-A160-5A16B21B3839%23:~:text=tourism%2520tax
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Polly Billington MP, meanwhile, wrote a piece for LabourList arguing the levy is "not just sensible 
- it is overdue," framing it around the pressures tourism places on coastal communities. 

PASC UK featured in The Independent's explainer on the Bill, calling for the levy's impact to be 
properly assessed before anything is set in stone. 

Media Update 

Coverage since the King's Speech has been substantial. Multiple mayors have welcomed it. 
Sadiq Khan, Tracy Brabin and Steve Rotheram all came out in support, citing devolution, local 
reinvestment and visitor economy growth. Industry saw things rather differently. UKHospitality's 
Allen Simpson called it "a shocking U-turn." UKinbound flagged that international visitors already 
face some of Europe's highest VAT, visa fees and Air Passenger Duty. The BBC covered South 
West operators warning of being priced out of the market entirely, and ABTA called for any 
revenue to be ringfenced for tourism rather than disappearing into general council funds. 

Additionally, The Bournemouth Echo reported that Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole 
Council have backed plans to tighten the management of short-term holiday lets, with a cross-
party motion approved at full council. 

LAST CHANCE TO ENTER – GREAT BRITISH HOLIDAY AWARDS 
 
Many of you reading this newsletter will be familiar with the ‘Thank You Posters’ that we launched 
last year under the banner of ‘The Great British Holiday’. The concept is simple; an easy way to you to 
thank, and gentle educate guests about the vital contribution their holiday makes to so many of our 
local communities, to help to gently change the narrative around our sector.  
 
We also wanted to use ‘The Great British Holiday’ to find a way to recognise much of what makes 
this sector truly great – you, the Owners, and the Guests who entrust us with their hard-earned 
time off.  
 
Therefore, we launched ‘The Great British Holiday Awards’ – we have kept the entry process 
seriously simple (we know you’re all really busy and no one loves a form!) – there won’t be endless 
rounds of shortlists or travelling to some far flung venue to find out if you’ve won – entries are now 
officially open, and will close on 31st May 2026, with winners announced the week of 22nd June 
2026.  
 
There are 3 categories: 
 
Rising Star of the Great British Holiday: Recognising a new entrant who has brought fresh thinking 
into the sector. This award celebrates creativity, quality, and a clear commitment to building a 
sustainable self-catering business from day one. 
 
Criteria: Open to businesses that have started operating since 2023, demonstrating innovation, great 
guest experience, and a positive impact on the visitor economy in their local area. 
 
Great British Holiday Legend (Guest Award): Celebrating the guests who make this sector what it is. 
These are the families who return year after year, marking life’s milestones and building traditions 
that span generations. 

https://labourlist.org/2026/05/visitor-levy-sensible-and-overdue-polly-billington/#:~:text=register%3C/b%3E%20and%20license%20%3Cb%3Eshort%3C/b%3E-%3Cb%3Eterm
https://www.independent.co.uk/travel/news-and-advice/tourist-tax-uk-kings-speech-2026-b2976352.html
https://www.bournemouthecho.co.uk/news/26111258.bcp-council-backs-action-rise-short-term-lets/
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Criteria: Awarded to a long-standing guest or family with a history of return visits, deep connection to 
the business, and a story that reflects the true value of the Great British Holiday. 
 
Great British Self-Catering Family Business Award: Honouring the backbone of our sector. 
Family-run businesses that have stood the test of time, with generations working together and 
passing knowledge forward. 
 
Criteria: Open to multi-generational businesses that demonstrate continuity, resilience, and active 
involvement of different generations in running and evolving the business. 
 
A winner for each category will be chosen in both England and Wales and a physical award will be 
sent to you to proudly display.  
 
CLICK HERE FOR MORE DETAILS AND TO ENTER. 

 
BUYING CLUB NEWS: ADDITIONAL TRADEPOINT DISCOUNTS 
 
Members of PASC UK get access to our Buying Club as part of their Membership benefits. If you’re a 
Member and would like to join, please email support@pascuk.co.uk with the subject line: Buying 
Club. 
 
As we go into the Bank Holiday weekend, TradePoint (B&Q’s trade arm) has some additional offers in 
place: 
 

• 4 for 3 – Across Thousands of products in store and online:  Ending 2/7 
• 15% Off Erbauer:  Ending 1/6 
• 25% Off Johnstone’s Paint:  Ending 28/5 
• 20% Off Selected Garden Living : Ending 1/6 
• Price cuts on – Garden Power and Flooring:  Ending 4/6 
• 2 for £80 – Johnstone’s Covaplus brilliant white 10L:  Ending 25/6 

 
Your year round discount as a Member of the PASC UK Buying Club is applied on top of these 
discounts so if you’re planning some Bank Holiday DIY, make sure you’re getting a discount! 
 
SCALE CONFERENCE BRIGHTON – JUNE 2026 - REPEAT 
 
PASC UK will be attending its favourite Short Term Rental Conference, Scale Brighton, on the 9th and 
10th June at the Corn Exchange, Brighton. Do think about coming to join us.  

https://www.greatbritishholiday.org/awards
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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Aimed primarily at operators of 10+ units the Conference promises to cover the decisions being made 
right now across AI, regulation and diversification that will shape the future of UK short-term rentals. 

That's why PASC UK is delighted to invite you to SCALE UK 2026, the UK's premier event for 
professional short-term rental and self-catering operators. 

Join us on 9–10 June at The Corn Exchange, Brighton, where the PASC UK team will be on hand 
throughout both days. 

Why come? 

● Regulatory clarity: direct answers to the challenges and wins shaping our sector right now 

● A day on AI and growth: practical sessions on applying AI to your self-catering business 

(beginner and advanced tracks), plus diversification and scalability 

● A session not to miss: PASC UK Chair Alistair Handyside MBE joins Fiona Campbell (ASSC) and 

Janet Uttley (STAA) for From Voluntary to Vital: The Future of Short-Term Rental Licensing in 

the UK (Working Title) 

● Networking that works: buffet lunches, coffee breaks and an exclusive drinks reception with 

operators from across the UK 

Your Member Rate 

As a PASC UK member, you have access to a fixed two-day rate of £189, well below the standard 
price, which rises again from 15 May. 

PASC UK Member price £189 (until 30th May) 
 

Full price (from 15/05) £349 

Secure your PASC UK rate here 

We look forward to welcoming you to the Corn Exchange in Brighton. 

https://scaleuk2026.eventify.io/t2/tickets/291A1F
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SOUTH WEST REGIONAL AWARDS ENTRIES OPEN 
 
There are plenty of regional awards open currently with upcoming deadlines for entry.  
 
The awards are completely FREE to enter and every entrant receives FREE feedback. Businesses tell us 
the awards help raise their profile, attract new visitors, boost team morale and that there is “no 
downside to entering”. 

It’s also the only route into the VisitEngland Awards for Excellence, with winners in selected 
categories automatically progressing to the national awards in 2027. 

There are only four questions to answer and you probably already have much of the information you 
need. If you would like any help, the organisers have free, five minute appointments available on 
Wednesday morning, 20th May, just drop them an email and they will book you in: 
awards@services4tourism.co.uk 

You can find out more and start your entry here. 
 
Beautiful South Awards: https://www.beautifulsouthawards.co.uk – closing date 26th June 2026 
 
Bristol, Bath, Somerset & Gloucestershire Tourism Awards: 
https://www.somersettourismawards.org.uk – closing date 31st May 
 
Cornwall Tourism Awards: https://www.cornwalltourismawards.org.uk – closing date 31st May 
 
Devon Tourism Awards: https://www.devontourismawards.org.uk/how-to-enter - closing date 31st 
May 
 
Dorset Tourism Awards: https://www.dorsettourismawards.org.uk – closing date 31st May 
 
Good luck! 

 
PASC UK WEBINAR PROGRAME FOR 2026 
 
Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at: 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/  Members only recordings are in the Members area.  
 

1/ PASC UK England Meeting 
 
Open to Members Only.  
Location: Zoom. This will be recorded and placed on the website. 
 
Thursday 21 May 2026 at 1400 BST 
 
Details: This meeting will provide the opportunity to give PASC UK Members a general update on 
what’s happening in the sector in England, review the impact of Local Elections, and give Members 
the opportunity to ask questions on anything impacting their business. 
 
Zoom limits these meetings to 100, so first come first served, if oversubscribed we will call another 
meeting. 

mailto:awards@services4tourism.co.uk
http://www.devontourismawards.org.uk/how-to-enter
https://www.beautifulsouthawards.co.uk/
https://www.somersettourismawards.org.uk/
https://www.cornwalltourismawards.org.uk/
https://www.devontourismawards.org.uk/how-to-enter
https://www.dorsettourismawards.org.uk/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
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REGISTER HERE   
 

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND IMPORTANT MEETINGS AHEAD  
 
PASC UK will be present at the following events:  

• 20 May. Tourism Alliance Council Meeting 
• 21 May. Devon County Show Business Breakfast 
• 3 June. Visit England Awards. Bristol 
• 9/10 June. Scale Brighton 
• 17 June. Tourism Alliance AGM. London 
• 5 September. Reform Conference 
• 19 September. Liberal Democrats Conference 
• 22 September. Tourism Alliance Council Meeting 
• 27 September. Labour Conference 
• 4 October. Conservative Party Conference 
• 11 October. Premier Cottages Conference 
• 24 October. Scale Barcelona 
• 29 October Visit Wales Awards 

IN PERSON PASC UK MEMBER MEETINGS  

Last year we covered the following, the Cotswolds, Cornwall, Devon, North and SW Wales, the Lake 
District and Northumberland. Given diary commitments alongside the Political Party Conferences, we 
will be providing dates for your diaries for the 2026 in due course.  
 
Next year will see these meetings updated to offer more value and content to Members. If members 
have suggestions for either the content of the meetings or suitable venues in their area, please let 
support@pascuk.co.uk know.  
 
Key targets for us to attend for the first time are: 
 

• Norfolk/Suffolk 

• Yorkshire 

• Southeast/Brighton 

• Mid Wales 
 
Happy to get suggestions for venues, as we look to plan further events around England and Wales.  
 
We apply a nominal charge of £10 per person to cover venue hire, tea, coffee and biscuits and 
attendance is for Members only. All Members from all areas are welcome. 
  
If you have any questions or suggestions for changes to Members Meetings, please contact 
Livvy: support@pascuk.co.uk with the subject line “PASC UK Members Meeting”. 
 
SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/lni3uih9SbuS-nnIwAEJ0g
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering sector. 
We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more funds. 
There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying done on 
behalf of the sector.  
 
We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and 
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with 
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds 
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.  
 
Membership fees are as follows:  
 

• Single cottage £90 plus VAT  

• 2 – 4 Units £150 plus VAT  

• 5 – 10 Units £235 plus VAT  

• 11 + Units £335 plus VAT  

 
Members get telephone support and priority email support.  
 
You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit 
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  
 
Wishing every one of you all the best. 
 
Best regards 
 
Alistair Handyside MBE 
Executive Chair 
The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK 
www.pascuk.co.uk 
support@pascuk.co.uk 

 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
The content of this newsletter does not constitute legal advice. PASC UK are not legally qualified and make no 
representation or warranty of any kind regarding the completeness, accuracy, adequacy, availability, validity, reliability 
and suitability of the information contained herein. Any reliance you place on such material is therefore strictly at your own 
risk and PASC UK will not be liable for any losses/damages you suffer as a result of your reliance. 
 
If you wish to unsubscribe, please respond saying ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. Thanks  
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk

