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COMMENTARY

Wales politics are somewhat stable compared to Westminster this week, but there is still plenty
going on.

This week PASC UK Cymru were back at the Senedd, meeting new and existing MSs, Ministers and
Officials. We had some excellent conversations with a lot of support for change and with a majority
of MSs in the Senedd having party manifesto pledges to look at 182, progress is finally possible. We
are still waiting for a date for the meeting with the Cabinet Members but we are hearing that they
are keen to meet, to listen and to support us. So positive signs and we are feeling hopeful!

The Tourism questions just keep coming in Plenary. The strength of feeling amongst operators, is
clearly being heard loud and clear and this is translating to MSes raising questions in the Senedd.

Conwy, Anglesey and Gwynedd are preparing to set the precedent for how the Visitor Levy develops
across Wales. So we continue to push your completion of the 3 Levy Consultations — have you done
it yet?



We are finalising some guidance documents to make it easy for you to complete the consultations
and for you to attend and raise questions at the in person sessions. These will be uploaded in the
next days, here:

Non members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation responses/

Member: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/

There are in-person sessions taking place and have been briefing members and readers who are
attending. If there is a session near you, we would encourage you to attend. Let us know if you
need us — remember we offer email and phone support for our members on any topic relating to
self-catering.

The next phase of our ‘Reduce 182’ campaign is already underway. We are reflecting the views of
our members. We are more than happy to share the plan, but it is not something to be shared
publicly so please contact me directly on nicky@pascuk.co.uk if you would like to know more.

The 182 impact case studies are still coming —thank you so much. | am sorry | have not personally
responded to every one, but | am receiving them and reading every line. They are so distressing and
emotional and | know how hard they are to write - so special thank you.

Please know we are doing our very best for you... we never stop. We can’t share everything we do,
so you see the bigger things that we can put in the newsletter, but there are conversations,
WhatsApps, at all times of days, evening, weekend. These are the little things that make a
difference and go unknown to most.

It is the personal impacts in the case studies - the stress, the worry, the debt and the relentless
pressure - the human part that doesn’t get evidenced in the data — this is what moves people to
action. So, please be as open as you feel you can. | promise you it is treated sensitively and it will
only be the PASC UK Cymru core team (Alistair, Robin and Livvy) who will ever know who wrote it.
We already know how hard it is hitting people personally and we want to ensure the Ministers and
officials really understand that!

Finally, we are delighted to announce a piece of work that has been 2 years in the making, and is
based on the very simple principle that those businesses that invest in compliance are a lower risk
in relation to insurance claims, and therefore that should be reflected in their premium! See more
below on our partnership with Policy PowerHouse.

Kind regards

Nicky and the PASC team
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

1. Send in your 182 Impact Case Studies to nicky@pascuk.co.uk

2. Levy Consultation Surveys:


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk

Please respond to all 3... even if we are not in these counties. What happens here will set the
precedent for all LAs.

e Anglesey: Anglesey Visitor Levy Consultation
e Gwynedd: Gwynedd Visitor Levy Consultation
e  Conwy: Conwy Visitor Levy Consultation

Guidance documents will be published here in the next days:
Non members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation responses/
Member: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/

3. Sign the Review 182 Petition, (1500 Signatures so far)
https://petitions.senedd.wales/petitions/246949

4. Sign the UKHospitality VAT’s the Problem Petition: HERE. (216,000 signatures so far)

5. Complete the WRA Visitor Accommodation Registration Survey

PASC UK CYMRU SENEDD MEETINGS

PASC UK Cymru were back in Cardiff this week. We had a number or really constructive meetings
and conversations and provide more detail on some of these below.

We first met with Louise Emery, Shadow Minister for Tourism, Hospitality and Culture with Reform
UK Wales. Louise already has a strong understanding of our sector and is clearly supportive of both
tourism and small businesses.

We have already spoken with Louise on several occasions previously, but she was keen to meet in
person to discuss the challenges facing self-catering and how she can proactively support the
sector. It was a very positive and constructive meeting, and we committed to maintaining a regular
dialogue.


https://www.anglesey.gov.wales/en/Have-your-say/Consultations/Current-consultations/Visitor-levy-consultation.aspx
https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Businesses/Tourism/Tourism-Levy-and-Registration-of-Visitor-Accommodation.aspx
https://www.visitconwy.org.uk/visitor-information/visitor-levy/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
https://petitions.senedd.wales/petitions/246949
https://www.vatstheproblem.co.uk/
https://online1.snapsurveys.com/Interview/913681f2-9fed-4d0f-b4ad-ac36c928505c

Next we met with Paul Davies, Shadow Minister for the Welsh Language, Culture, Tourism and
Sport, with Welsh Conservatives. Paul is a long-standing MS and supporter of Tourism. He knows
only too well the impact of the existing policies and has been incredibly proactive already this term
with questions in the Senedd, Written Questions and Letters to the Cabinet Secretary responsible
for Tourism. Paul knows the ropes and he is a respected MS. The conversation was to assess the
current situation and come up with practical ways that we can work together to support our Wales
owners.

We had requested meetings with all the Shadow Ministers responsible for Tourism. We have not
been able to secure a meeting with Welsh Labour, this is disappointing as it is important we know
their position on Tourism policies so we can effectively work towards solutions for all. We are also
seeking clarity on who in the party holds responsibility for Tourism.

We also managed a brief chat with Jane Dodds, the Liberal Democrat Leader, long enough to agree
it would be beneficial to meet for a more detailed discussion.

It was not purely the opposition that we met, we had several conversation with Plaid Cymru
representatives including a particularly useful meeting with Kerry Ferguson. Kerry is the MS for
Ceredigion and Pembrokeshire for Plaid Cymru and she has taken a particular interest in the
impacts of 182 and is also collating case studies.



Kerry has been a small business owner and understand the pressures. Kerry is keen to understand
more about the policies and impacts and was again very supportive.

It was a very positive day, with new and positive relationships formed and existing partnerships
strengthened. It is very early days but with 3 main parties committed to some sort of review of 182
it feels like a much stronger and positive position than we have ever been.

We have much work to do following our first trip back to Cardiff but we are energised and hopeful.

And we even managed a more informal catch up in the heat of ‘the Bay’ with 2 of our long time
tourism supporters.

SENEDD PLENARY TOURISM QUESTIONS

Tourism was firmly on the Senedd agenda again this week, with Janet Finch-Saunders

MS highlighting just how important the sector is to the economy she represents and across Wales.
She raised concerns about the cumulative impact of Welsh Government policies on the sector,
including the proposed tourism tax, and called on the First Minister to work with the UK
Government to introduce a reduced reduced rate of VAT for tourism and hospitality businesses.
First Minister Rhun ap lorwerth agreed that lower VAT would benefit the industry, saying Plaid
Cymru has long supported the measure. However, VAT is not devolved and remains a decision for
the UK Government.

Helen Jenner MS asked the First Minister to commit to an immediate review of the 182-day
threshold, highlighting the growing pressure on small, family-run accommodation businesses. She
pointed out that many are already struggling to meet the arbitrary threshold introduced under the
Plaid-Labour co-operation agreement, and warned that proposals for a tourism tax on Ynys Moén
would only add to the burden. She called for the threshold to be reduced to reflect the seasonal
nature of Welsh tourism and urged the Welsh Government to support, rather than punish,
hospitality businesses.



The First Minister responded by saying the 182-day threshold is already "under review" and that the
Welsh Government will set out specific proposals in due course.

He defended the policy as a way of balancing housing pressures with the needs of the tourism
sector, but notably said the Government is committed to considering whether there is any
mitigation or "little changes" that need to be brought in.

You can watch the dialogue here: HERE

Later in the session, in response to the Rural Affairs Statement, Gareth Beer MS raised concerns
that the many rural businesses facing burdens such as the proposed tourism tax and the 182-day
rule, feel they are being punished rather than supported at a time when they are already under
significant financial pressure.

Rural Affairs Minister Llyr Gruffydd responded acknowledging that people in rural Wales are feeling
under pressure, that they are taking steps to reduce unnecessary bureaucracy and there is more
work to do, but he did not respond directly on the point raised.

Watch in Full HERE

GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS FOR TOURISM LEVY CONSULTATION

Please complete the consultations for Conwy, Anglesey and Gwynedd even if you are not based in
either of these Local Authority areas. They are requesting responses from Visitors and businesses.

Why is this so important?

e Many other LAs are wating to see the result before they decide whether to consult.

e Together these three LAs represent a very high proportion of self-catering businesses in Wales,
o)

e their decision will have a significant impact on whether the Levy is implemented beyond
Cardiff.

e Your response could directly influence whether your own Council decides to adopt yet another
tax on our sector.

We are producing guidance documents which will be available here tomorrow:
Member: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
Non members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation responses/

Links provided below to the Impact Assessments and the consultation:

Anglesey: Visitor Levy QUESTIONNAIRE Impact Assessment LINK

Gwynedd: Visitor Levy QUESTIONNAIRE Impact Assessment LINK

Conwy: Visitor Levy QUESTIONNAIRE Impact Assessment LINK

The consultations close 15™ and 17t July.


https://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Archive/eb3e119e-0c22-4f5a-abe2-d84bd87d0c3d?startPos=822&autostart=True
https://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Archive/eb3e119e-0c22-4f5a-abe2-d84bd87d0c3d?startPos=9912&autostart=True
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/
https://www.anglesey.gov.wales/en/Have-your-say/Consultations/Current-consultations/Visitor-levy-consultation.aspx
https://www.anglesey.gov.wales/documents/Docs-en/Have-your-say/visitor-levy/Economic-impact-assessment-of-the-visitor-levy.pdf
https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Residents/Have-your-say/Live-Consultations/Gwynedd-Visitor-Levy-Consultation.aspx
https://democracy.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/documents/s49086/Appendix%202%20Economic%20Impact%20Assessment.pdf
https://www.visitconwy.org.uk/visitor-information/visitor-levy/
https://www.conwy.gov.uk/en/Visitor/assets/documents/Visitor-Levy-Economic-Impact-Assessment-March-2026-Conwy.pdf

POLICY POWERHOUSE INSURANCE LAUNCH — MAKING COMPLIANCE PAY
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MAKING COMPLIANCE PAY

We are delighted to announce a piece of work that has been 2 years in the making, and is based on
the very simple principle that those businesses that invest in compliance are a lower risk in relation
to insurance claims, and therefore that should be reflected in their premium!

If your insurance premium is currently above £1,500, and you have a good safety and risk
management policies in place, please read on — Policy Powerhouse may well be able to offer you
a substantial saving for compliance.

Across the sector, owners have spent thousands responding to the legislative changes around fire, and compliance
with health & safety for their self-catering businesses.

Fire risk assessments, linked fire alarms, emergency lighting, electrical testing, gas safety, documented
procedures, hot tub testing, business continuity plans, the list just goes on.....

Many insurers treat compliant professional operators in exactly the same way as poor-quality or unregulated
accommodation yet professional operators actively reduce risk.

That means fewer claims, safer guests, better managed properties. PASC UK and Policy Powerhouse have been
working to ensure insurers properly recognise that difference.

For more detail please refer to the General PASC newsletter.

NEW TEMPLATES LIVE IN THE MEMBERS AREA

To support the launch of the Policy PowerHouse announcement, we have expanded the templates
available to Members area of the website to support you and your business. You can now find the
following templates available for you to use:

o T&Cs
e Longer Term Short Term Lets (sometimes known as ‘Winter Lets’) Post Renters Reform Bill
e House Rules



e Privacy Policy

e CCTV Policy

e Cookie Policy

e Fire Risk Assessment (Small Paying Guest Guide)
o Legionella Risk Assessment

e Business Continuity Plan

e Risk Assessment

These can all be found in the Members area HERE.

GREAT BRITISH HOLIDAY AWARDS

A HUGE thank you to all of those who took the time to enter the Great British Holiday Awards — the
stories from the entrants were wonderful and really reflected the very best of what our wonderful
sector does.

We're just working our way through contacting each of the winners to let them know, and look
forward to sharing the winners with you in next weeks newsletter!

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

e 1 July. Tourism Meeting.

e 1 July. Mid Wales Regional Forum

e 2 July. North Wales Regional Forum

e 8 July. FSB Conference, Venue Cyrmu, Llandudno

e 5 September. Reform UK Conference

e October onwards. WRA National Registration: Training and events: Welsh Revenue
Authority | GOV.WALES

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

IN THE MEDIA

Wales Online: Elin Jones, Cabinet Minister for Finance, discusses plans for 182 ‘review’:
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/politics/welsh-government-minister-gives-update-
34180554

Wales Online: covers a new campaign group opposing Gwynedd's proposed levy, warning it would
fall disproportionately on domestic family visitors while longer-stay guests remain exempt:


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/pasc-uk-member-templates/
https://www.gov.wales/welsh-revenue-authority/training-events#186936
https://www.gov.wales/welsh-revenue-authority/training-events#186936
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/politics/welsh-government-minister-gives-update-34180554
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/politics/welsh-government-minister-gives-update-34180554

https://www.walesonline.co.uk/special-features/campaigners-warn-families-jobs-could-

34091209?utm source=linkCopy&utm medium=social&utm campaign=sharebar

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering
sector. We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more
funds. There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying
done on behalf of the sector.

We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.

Membership fees are as follows:

e Single cottage £90 plus VAT
e 2 -4 Units £150 plus VAT

e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT

Members get telephone support and priority email support.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

Cangen Cymru V4§ Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business policies, and if necessary,
consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on
a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social media. There
appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very few. To that end, any information
you get from any source should be double checked. We will always try and put the actual link to the information in the
newsletters so that you can read and assess yourselves.


https://www.walesonline.co.uk/special-features/campaigners-warn-families-jobs-could-34091209?utm_source=linkCopy&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sharebar
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/special-features/campaigners-warn-families-jobs-could-34091209?utm_source=linkCopy&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sharebar
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

