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• Sign the UKHospitality VAT’s the Problem Petition 

• PASC UK Public Affairs Policy Group Terms of Reference 

• PASC UK Charity – First donation made to the Family Holiday Charity 

• New call from DCMS for Statutory Registration Testers – England (incentive offered!) – 
REPEAT 

• PASC UK Webinar Programme for 2026  

• PASC UK on the Road and Important Meetings ahead  

• Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK   

• Disclaimer 

COMMENTARY  
 
Lots of momentum on pushing back on the Overnight Visitor England, which we are calling a “holiday 
tax”, as so many members of the general public still think it applies to tourist, not them ☺ our 
Members paper on the FAQs has been really popular – if you’ve got any questions that this doesn’t 
answer, please email support@pascuk.co.uk  

mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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The Political update below gives you a sense of how an increasing number of MPs are beginning to 
understand the impact of a tax on accommodation, and more and more are speaking publicly. UK 
Hospitality had an MP drop in last week, where Ben Spiers, Board Member and from Forge Holidays 
attended and over 30 MPs came by. 
 
PASC UK will be giving oral evidence, having already submitted written evidence, at the upcoming All 
Party Parliamentary Group (APPG for) Tourism and Hospitality Evidence Sessions which Alistair will 
have just finished doing as you read this newsletter in Portcullis House.  
 
We are looking at other ways that we can push back on the holiday tax, not least on the method that 
they may use to calculate the tax and the obligations upon you, the operators. More next week. 
 
You can find out more about the campaign here: https://stoptheholidaytax.uk  
 
And by following #StopTheHolidayTax 
 
Please do consider applying to test the Statutory Registration Scheme for England. User feedback is 
really important and DCMS are now offering a £40 gift voucher for testers that complete the process. 
Interested to hear your feedback on the Registration process too, comments to 
support@pascuk.co.uk with DCMS in the subject line. 
 
We are away at the Scale Conference in Brighton today and tomorrow, meeting Members, 
stakeholder and getting new Members to join us. Alistair is speaking alongside Fiona Campbell CEO of 
the ASSC (Association of Scotland’s Self-Caterers), with whom we work really closely with on 
Wednesday. We’ll reports on the Conference next week. 
 
Things to do this week! 
 

1. Sign the UKHospitality VAT’s the Problem petition: https://www.vatstheproblem.co.uk  
2. Make sure you follow us on Facebook & Instagram  
3. Apply to test Statutory Registration in exchange for a £40 voucher!  

 

https://stoptheholidaytax.uk/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.vatstheproblem.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/pascukltd
https://www.instagram.com/pasc.uk/
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Alistair and the team at PASC UK 

 
POLITICAL UPDATE 

Joe Robertson MP (Con, Isle of Wight East) secured a Westminster Hall debate on Government 
support for seasonal hospitality businesses in coastal areas, in which MPs from across the parties 
raised concerns about the levy, VAT, business rates, and NI costs hitting coastal businesses. Robertson 
argued the levy is the wrong policy at the wrong time, citing Oxford Economics analysis suggesting a 
5% charge could cost 33,000 jobs and reduce tourism spending by £1.8 billion.  

The debate drew contributions from a large cross-party group including Liberal Democrat MPs Adam 
Dance (Yeovil), Ben Maguire (North Cornwall), Andrew George (St Ives), Caroline Voaden (South 
Devon), Steff Aquarone (North Norfolk), Richard Foord (Honiton and Sidmouth) and Tom Gordon 
(Harrogate and Knaresborough), as well as Labour MPs Chris Webb (Blackpool South), Anna Gelderd 
(South East Cornwall) and Jonathan Brash (Hartlepool). Robertson also pointed to the hospitality 
sector losing more than 100,000 jobs since the 2024 Budget, with the equivalent of three businesses 
closing every day between January and March this year. The Treasury has yet to publish economic 
modelling on the levy, consistently responding to six separate written questions from MPs that the 
final policy design is still being developed. The Isle of Wight County Press covered Joe Robertson's 
debate, focusing on his warning that the levy, combined with new ferry emissions charges, was 
"hampering an industry which is already struggling." 

Neil Duncan-Jordan MP (Lab, Poole) held an Adjournment Debate on coastal communities, calling for 
a domestic tourism campaign and faster progress on short-term lets registration. Polly Billington (Lab, 
East Thanet) called for a dedicated coastal economic strategy. 

Tourism Minister Stephanie Peacock gave an interview to The House magazine announcing a national 
domestic tourism campaign focused on coastal destinations, and said there was a "strong argument" 
for ringfencing levy revenues for tourism. Speaking about the tourism campaign, she said, “Whether 
that be Whitby down the road from me, Yorkshire or Blackpool, Devon or Cornwall, the idea is to 
promote the brilliant coastal towns that we’ve got. At first, it will sell the general idea of Brits visiting 
the coast; then, in the autumn – the ‘shoulder’ season between peak and off-peak months – it will 
become place-specific, highlighting what each area can offer, from theme parks to food scenes." 
Online influencers will be harnessed as well as local print media. She also confirmed the short-term 
lets registration scheme is now expected later in 2026, with mandatory compliance from April 
2027. Peacock also made the first ministerial commitment to tackle platform-hopping on short-term 
lets, saying "We are going to take action on it."  

Media Update 

The Telegraph led on warnings from British Airways chief executive Sean Doyle that APD, NI rises, and 
the overnight visitor levy are acting together as a penalty on overseas visitors, driving them towards 
France and Spain. Doyle said the UK is stuck at 37 million overseas visitors against a Government 
target of 50 million by 2030. Tone: strongly critical of Government tax policy, with the levy cited as 
one of several compounding pressures. 

PoliticsHome's The House magazine published the most detailed political analysis of the levy yet, 
revealing it was Labour mayors who drove the policy change and that UKHospitality's CEO has met 
ministers across Government and is yet to find anybody who actually thinks it's a good idea.  

https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2026-06-03/debates/9E7C4CC2-EDF4-411B-848F-506007A8408B/SeasonalHospitalityBusinessesInCoastalAreas
https://www.countypress.co.uk/news/26169945.isle-wight-coastal-economies-risk-levy-warns-mp/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2026-06-01/debates/0F7650A3-C170-46DC-9B88-2E1B781662D5/CoastalCommunitiesGovernmentSupport
https://www.politicshome.com/news/article/stephanie-peacock-ive-got-no-time-conversations-rejoining-eu
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2026/06/07/british-airways-reevess-tax-rises-are-killing-uk-tourism/
https://www.politicshome.com/news/article/tourist-tax-coming-work-fighting-it
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The BBC reported from Suffolk and Norfolk, where businesses were not universally opposed to a levy 
but wanted clarity on how revenues would be spent. Visitors on the ground were more sceptical, with 
one describing it as "a rip off." A separate BBC piece covered Bournemouth, where BCP Council is 
pushing for levy powers despite having no mayor, arguing it would help fund visitor infrastructure and 
extend the season. Local hoteliers warned tourists would go elsewhere. The BBC also reported 
on Alison Hume (Lab, Scarborough and Whitby), who said she remains unconvinced about how a levy 
would work on the coast, citing squeezed family finances and the dependence of coastal towns on 
domestic tourism. 

PASC UK HEADING OUT ON THE ROAD FOR IN-PERSON MEETINGS 
 
One of the best bits of the job here at PASC UK is getting out on the road and seeing you, the 
Members, in person! 
 
We’ve run these meetings before and they’re a great opportunity for you to hear about the work 
we’re doing, meet other Owners and to input into our future work.  
We’ll be on the road through the summer and into the autumn to make sure we avoid the worst of 
the weather and look forward to seeing as many of you as possible! 
 
But, we need your help! Below is a list of the areas that we’re planning to visit – if you have a venue, 
or know of a suitable venue that is easy to get to, has free parking, and does good cake (very 
important!) please email support@pascuk.co.uk with the subject line “Members Meetings”  
 
If you think we’ve missed somewhere, please let us know ☺ 
 
Anglesey  
Alnwick 
Cotswolds 
Cornwall 
Devon 
Isle of Wight 
South West Wales 
Kendal 
Peak District 
North Norfolk 
 
Thank you in advance and look forward to getting to catch up with many of you in person! 

 
VISIT ENGLAND AWARDS 2026 – WINNERS ANNOUNCED! 
 
A huge congratulations to all the PASC UK Members who were recognised at last Wednesday’s 
VisitEngland Awards. 
 
These awards celebrate excellence across the visitor economy and it is fantastic to see so many 
professional self-catering businesses receiving the recognition they deserve. 
 
Behind every award is an enormous amount of hard work, investment, commitment and passion for 
delivering outstanding guest experiences. 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c07244lpe00o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cvgz2k9n5neo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cpqpr54w24lo
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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Well done to all the winners and finalists. You have done yourselves, your destinations and our sector 
proud, and a special congratulations for the following Winners who are much valued PASC UK 
Members: 
 
Regenerative Tourism Awards – Silver – Gladwins Farm – Self Catering Holiday Cottages 
Accessible and Inclusive Tourism Award – Gold – Hoe Grange Holidays 
Self Catering Accommodation of the Year – Gold – Bosinver Farm Cottages 
New Tourism Business of the Year – Gold – One Acre Wood 
 

 
 
SIGN THE UKHOSPITALITY VAT’S THE PROBLEM PETITION  
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You’ve hopefully seen UKHospitality’s “VAT’s the Problem” campaign which was launched last week – 
the ask is simple – reduce VAT on Hospitality to 10%.  

VAT, or Value Added Tax, is a tax added to most things you buy in the UK. That includes your meal at a 
restaurant, a pint at a pub, a coffee from your local café, or a stay away in a hotel when you take a 
break in the UK. 

The UK has a 20% rate of VAT, which is one of the highest rates for hospitality in Europe. It’s the 
second highest, in fact. Only Denmark is higher. 

 

Most of our international competitors have a much lower rate. In Germany, it’s as low as 7%. France, 
Italy and Spain have a 10% rate. 

Lowering the rate of VAT for hospitality is the single most important thing the Government could do 
to support our local pubs, restaurants, cafes, accommodation providers and many more. 

It would be a huge boost to the great British public, too.  

The most immediate benefit is to support our pubs, restaurants, cafes, accommodation providers, 
bars, nightclubs, festivals and many more – so many of which are vital to our Guests experience of 
visiting the area where your Business is located.  

A lower rate of VAT will reduce the cost pressures facing the sector, and it will mean more venues are 
able to stay open, rather than close the doors for good. 

Sign the petition HERE. 

PASC UK PUBLIC AFFAIRS POLICY GROUP TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 
A reminder of the policy and tax interventions in England and Wales. 
 

https://www.vatstheproblem.co.uk/
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We often get asked how policy positions are arrived at by PASC UK on behalf of our Members and the 
wider sector. The answer is that we have a policy group, made of experienced representatives across 
the wider sector. There are independent owners and agency owners, and the remit is to ensure that 
all policy positions are to support the wider sector.  
Financially viable and sustainable small business mean that agencies and tech companies can thrive 
too. 
 
We take great care in arriving at policy positions, and try wherever possible to align with organisations 
such as the Tourism Alliance, Wales Tourism Alliance and UK Hospitality, and at times need to 
influence their policy positions too, to make sure we are all working together. 
 
As a Member you can read the detail of the Terms of Reference of the Group which explains who we 
are and how we work HERE. 
 
We will shortly be publishing a much bigger document that covers the Policy Positions themselves.   

 
PASC UK CHARITY – FIRST DONATION MADE TO THE FAMILY HOLIDAY CHARITY 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
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This week PASC UK is transferring the first donation, £1,150, to the Family Holiday Charity (FHC).  
 
FHC was nominated by, and voted for by our Members and our first event to raise money was at the 
PASC UK Agency Conference earlier this year. Getting a bank account sorted and making sure we had 
compliance covered took longer than expected, but are really pleased to announce we are underway. 
 
Over the coming weeks we will be letting you know of more initiatives that we can collectively do to 
provide this excellent Charity with more resources. 
 
To find out more about the Family Holiday Charity, click here: https://familyholidaycharity.org.uk  

 
NEW CALL FROM DCMS FOR STAUTORY REGISTRATION TESTERS – ENGLAND 
(INCENTIVE OFFERED!) - REPEAT 

 

PASC UK is looking for Members and operators in England to help test the proposed DCMS 
Statutory Registration Scheme system. 

This is your opportunity test and contribute to the development of the forthcoming Statutory 
Registration Scheme and to make sure the system is tested by genuine operators before wider 
rollout. 

https://familyholidaycharity.org.uk/
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DCMS is particularly looking for operators that fit into any one or more of the categories below: 

• Providers/managers with more than 10 properties (this could include small Agencies & 
Property Managers) 
• Providers letting individual rooms within properties 
• Businesses with more complex letting arrangements or overflow accommodation 
• New providers with less than 1 year in the sector 
• Businesses operating as limited companies, partnerships, trusts or charities 
• Urban operators, especially London 
• Overseas providers operating as companies 
• Management agents operating individually or as companies (this includes Self-Catering 
Agencies)  

As a thank you for your time, a £40 gift card will be provided to anyone who is invited and 
completes the testing of the service. The voucher can be redeemed across a wide range of 
retailers. 

We know many of you are already battling a tsunami of change across tax, fire regulations, and 
registration proposals. That is exactly why it is vital the sector engages now. 

If you are willing to help, email support@pascuk.co.uk with the subject line “Testing” and the 
category which best describes you.  

Now is the time to make sure the voice of professional self-catering operators is heard! 

 
 
PASC UK WEBINAR PROGRAME FOR 2026 
 
Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at: 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/  Members only recordings are in the Members area.  
 

We will shortly be announcing some more Webinars!  

 

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND IMPORTANT MEETINGS AHEAD  
 
PASC UK will be present at the following events:  

• 3 June. Visit England Awards. Bristol 
• 9/10 June. Scale Brighton 
• 17 June. Tourism Alliance AGM. London 
• 5 September. Reform Conference 
• 19 September. Liberal Democrats Conference 
• 22 September. Tourism Alliance Council Meeting 
• 27 September. Labour Conference 
• 4 October. Conservative Party Conference 
• 11 October. Premier Cottages Conference 
• 24 October. Scale Barcelona 

mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/


 

 

10 

• 29 October Visit Wales Awards 
 
SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  
 
There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering sector. 
We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more funds. 
There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying done on 
behalf of the sector.  
 
We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and 
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with 
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds 
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.  
 
Membership fees are as follows:  
 

• Single cottage £90 plus VAT  

• 2 – 4 Units £150 plus VAT  

• 5 – 10 Units £235 plus VAT  

• 11 + Units £335 plus VAT  

 
Members get telephone support and priority email support.  
 
You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit 
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  
 
Wishing every one of you all the best. 
 
Best regards 
 
Alistair Handyside MBE 
Executive Chair 
The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK 
www.pascuk.co.uk 
support@pascuk.co.uk 

 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
The content of this newsletter does not constitute legal advice. PASC UK are not legally qualified and make no 
representation or warranty of any kind regarding the completeness, accuracy, adequacy, availability, validity, reliability 
and suitability of the information contained herein. Any reliance you place on such material is therefore strictly at your own 
risk and PASC UK will not be liable for any losses/damages you suffer as a result of your reliance. 
 
If you wish to unsubscribe, please respond saying ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. Thanks 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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