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COMMENTARY

PASC UK Cymru have again been out on the road this week.

We have attended the Regional Forum meetings in both North Wales and for Mid Wales. This is
where the sector and Local Authorities come together to meet with Visit Wales. This is part of the
Welsh Government framework to ensure two-way communication in an open forum.

We were also delighted to bring together representatives of all sectors of the Visitor Economy at
the picturesque Lake Vyrnwy Hotel and Spa in Mid-Wales. The discussion was positive and forward
looking and we were able to agree on our collective views of how the Visitor Economy could thrive
with the right support.

There were a number of questions again within the Senedd Plenary, this week for the Cabinet
Minister for Finance and the First Minister. The pressure is certainly mounting for a review of 182.

We are hearing very mixed message as to whether a review would be a full review of the threshold
or whether it will simply be a consideration to add in some additional exemptions. The concern is



that the latter would not solve the root cause, that 182 is simply too high. We continue to push for
a review of the threshold in addition to any exemptions.

The reality is that if the 182 threshold was reduced to the correct number, there would not be a
need for exemptions to the same extent.

Levy consultation guidelines are now available to download. It is crucially important that you
complete each of the consultations, even if you are not based in these counties. The results of this
consultation will set a precedent for the Levy across Wales. You can download them here:
Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/

Non members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation responses/

Thank you to Howell, Yvonne, Darren and Sam Davies who invited their local MSes, MP and Local
Councillor to Penwern Fach Holiday Cottages. See below Ben Lake, Plaid Cymru MP for
Ceredigion/Penfro and Anna Nicholl, Plaid Cymru MS for Ceredigion/Penfro, along with local
Community County Councillor, Chris James. They were able to have some really constructive
conversations around the challenges facing the sector. Thank you Howell and family for arranging
this.

Finally, a huge congratulations to all the winner of our Great British Holiday Awards. Thank you for
taking the time to enter and it is a pleasure to celebrate some of the wonderful businesses that
make up our sector.

Kind regards

Nicky and the PASC team
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk



https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

1. Book onto the Visit Wales Artificial Intelligence Sessions dates: HERE
2. Send in your 182 Impact Case Studies to nicky@pascuk.co.uk

3. Levy Consultation Surveys:
Please respond to all 3... even if we are not in these counties. What happens here will set the
precedent for all LAs.
e Anglesey: Anglesey Visitor Levy Consultation
e Gwynedd: Gwynedd Visitor Levy Consultation
e  Conwy: Conwy Visitor Levy Consultation

Guidance documents will be published here in the next days:
Non members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation responses/
Member: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/

WALES VISITOR ECONOMY MEETING

On Wednesday we brought together an exceptional group of leaders from across Wales’ visitor
economy. Almost every invitee attended in person, reflecting the importance of the discussion and
the strong appetite to collaborate. Even those who couldn’t attend contributed their views and
joined the conversation.

There was one thing everyone had in common: a genuine passion to see tourism in Wales thrive
once again.

Our focus was clear — to agree shared priorities for the new Welsh Government and identify
practical actions Ministers could take to show they are listening, value the sector, and are
committed to supporting an industry that is vital to Wales.

There is a real opportunity for a reset. We are hearing positive suggestions that the Welsh
Government are keen to work with the sector and this was a ‘meeting of minds’ - a sector ready to

work constructively with the new Welsh Government to deliver meaningful, measurable change.

Thank you to everyone who gave their time, ideas and expertise.


https://visitwales-news.com/c/AQi0zhYQ6cCjAhi6rrCCASD51Z4VKPGkgglb9qxnVo8bxlaMGLxIM6n1fNEmY2-jcw-wLMCSjEXC8g
https://www.anglesey.gov.wales/en/Have-your-say/Consultations/Current-consultations/Visitor-levy-consultation.aspx
https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Businesses/Tourism/Tourism-Levy-and-Registration-of-Visitor-Accommodation.aspx
https://www.visitconwy.org.uk/visitor-information/visitor-levy/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
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The hard work starts now...

GREAT BRITISH HOLIDAY AWARDS — WINNERS ANNOUNCED!

A HUGE thank you to all of those who took the time to enter the Great British Holiday Awards —
the stories from the entrants were wonderful and really reflected the very best of what our
wonderful sector does.

Without any further a do, we are delighted to announce this year’s winners — they can all be
found on the Great British Holiday’s website HERE too!

Wales Winners:

Category: Great British Self-Catering Business Award — for this category, two winners were
selected

Background: Honouring the backbone of our sector. Family-run businesses that have stood the
test of time, with generations working together and passing knowledge forward.

Winner: Maesydderwen Holiday Cottages

Angela, her husband and mother founded Maesydderwen Holiday Cottages 12 years ago with
her husband and mother, transforming seven cottages by hand while welcoming guests
throughout the renovation. Her mother remained at the heart of the business until her passing
last year, remembered fondly by guests for her beautiful floral displays and warm hospitality.

Today, Maesydderwen continues to thrive as a true family business. Angela and her husband
work side by side, while their seven-year-old daughter is already helping welcome guests,


https://1ui93.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsFVLeeNOERBxAmJvHg6yn/_xs0JvaJGBt4
https://1ui93.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsHn1DeVM0unmT5SqOZnX7/wt9XO921EAhE

helping her Dad when giving hot tub safety briefings and proudly maintaining the grounds.
What started out as Angela’s mum’s idea, is now being nurtured and developed by the family,
with her granddaughter being full of ideas of her own for the future.

Winner: Seaview Apartments

Seaview Apartments is a fourth-generation family business that has welcomed guests to Broad
Haven, Pembrokeshire, for more than 60 years. Founded by Arthur and Myfanwy Mock, the
business has overcome personal tragedy, evolved through each generation and remains rooted
in family values, with Susie Mock now leading the business alongside her sons Nathan and
Jason.

While embracing innovation through digital booking systems and Al-supported marketing, the
family has never lost sight of what matters most: outstanding hospitality. Their commitment to
sustainability, local producers and exceptional guest care has created a loyal following, with
many families returning for more than 40 years, making Seaview Apartments a true Great
British holiday success story.

Category: Rising Star of the Great British Holiday
Background: Recognising a new entrant who has brought fresh thinking into the sector. This
award celebrates creativity, quality, and a clear commitment to building a sustainable self-

catering business from day one.

Winner: Cambrian Cottages

Cambrian Cottages has quickly established itself as a leader in sustainable self-catering,
transforming a Victorian barn into three luxury eco-apartments that prove environmental
responsibility and exceptional quality go hand in hand. Every aspect of the business, from
renewable energy and EV charging to local products and thoughtful guest experiences, has
been designed around sustainability without compromising comfort.

In just over two years, and against a challenging backdrop, the family-run business has earned
national recognition, including the 2025 National Tourism Awards for Wales Sustainability
Award and Green Tourism Gold. Outstanding guest reviews, a warm personal welcome and a
strong commitment to supporting the local visitor economy have made Cambrian Cottages a
true rising star in Welsh tourism.

Category: Great British Holiday Legend (Guest Award)

Background: Celebrating the guests who make this sector what it is. These are the families who
return year after year, marking life’s milestones and building traditions that span generations.

Winner: Hot Tub on the Hill

Amanda has been a loyal returning guest since her first visit in February 2021, arriving during a
storm but quickly finding what she now calls her "home from home" and "happy place." She


https://1ui93.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfsZpYvHPi3j6yHXlTXX26D/UI8P53uJqw_-
https://1ui93.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfuSp5QaOHIB9KbLvq2Jm2j/qek0lU0np8i_
https://1ui93.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfwLobvtMqWdBgvA6CX6VzF/v1OgbAh1g7QX

returns almost every month, bringing family and friends, recommending the cottage to others
and introducing many new guests.

Amanda's loyalty has become invaluable to the business, helping it thrive during challenging
times and contributing towards the crucial 182-night threshold. More than a regular guest, she
has become a true friend of the owners. Her affection for the cottage, and what it means to
her, is perhaps best summed up by the fact she even named her new puppy "Talog" after the
village where it is located.

ZEAL WEBINAR - SAVE MORE, STRESS LESS: HOLIDAY LET TAX SIMPLIFIED

By popular demand, Zeal are hosting a short webinar, ‘Save More, Stress Less: Holiday Let
Tax Simplified’, on Wednesday 15 July at 1100 which is open to all subscribers.

~ FREEWEBINAR —

Save More, Sfrece fese:

Holldoy Let Tax Simplifieg

In just one hour, Zeal will cover all things tax that have changed over the last 18months to help
you get a full understanding of how they affect you, what your new tax compliance and
reporting obligations are, and how to claim available tax relief, before it’s too late. There will
also be time to ask any burning tax questions you have!

You can REGISTER HERE.

ZEAL RESOURCE HUB — TRAVEL EXPENSES INCREASE HELPSHEET

Following on from some Member queries last week around the new Approved Mileage
Allowances Payments (AMAPs) rising to 55p per mile, Zeal have added a help-sheet to the
Resource Hub to make sure that you have all the information that you need.


https://1ui93.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfyEo8RCLPl5E3EyGZ1tFvl/2CPLDyKehinG

For the first time in over 15 years, the Approved Mileage Allowance Payments (AMAPs) has
increased. This means that drivers can now claim 55p per mile for the first 10,000 business
miles, up from the long-standing 45p rate.

Zeal’s latest help-sheet explains how these changes will affect short-term let owners (including
a worked-out example of the increased tax deduction that can be claimed), how to claim
AMAPs, records you are required to keep, and more. Visit Zeal’s Tax Resources Hub to access
this latest, free resource.

Find out more and registered for the Resource Hub HERE.

UNLOCK THE POTENTIAL OF Al FOR YOUR TOURISM BUSINESS

Book your place | See workshop dates

Following a fantastic response to the first round of sessions, our practical Al workshops are back,
with new dates now available to book.

Feedback from previous attendees has been overwhelmingly positive, with participants reporting an
average 63% increase in organic website traffic after implementing techniques learned during the
workshops.

Designed specifically for tourism and hospitality businesses in Wales, these hands-on sessions
simplify artificial intelligence and demonstrate how it can be used in clear, practical ways to save
time, boost productivity and help attract more visitors and bookings.

See workshop dates: HERE

GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS FOR TOURISM LEVY CONSULTATION

Please complete the consultations for Conwy, Anglesey and Gwynedd even if you are not based in
either of these Local Authority areas. They are requesting responses from Visitors and businesses.

Why is this so important?

e Many other LAs are wating to see the result before they decide whether to consult.

e Together these three LAs represent a very high proportion of self-catering businesses in Wales,
o)

e their decision will have a significant impact on whether the Levy is implemented beyond
Cardiff.


https://1ui93.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng07newVJyzXGPYmQvWfzsH/sX8i7NTCjvCJ
https://visitwales-news.com/c/AQi0zhYQ6cCjAhi6rrCCASD51Z4VKPGkgglb9qxnVo8bxlaMGLxIM6n1fNEmY2-jcw-wLMCSjEXC8g

e Your response could directly influence whether your own Council decides to adopt yet another
tax on our sector.

We are producing guidance documents which will be available here tomorrow:
Member: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
Non members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation responses/

Links provided below to the Impact Assessments and the consultation:

Anglesey: Visitor Levy QUESTIONNAIRE Impact Assessment LINK

Gwynedd: Visitor Levy QUESTIONNAIRE Impact Assessment LINK

Conwy: Visitor Levy QUESTIONNAIRE Impact Assessment LINK

The consultations close 15™ and 17t July.

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

e 1 July. Tourism Meeting.

e 1 July. Mid Wales Regional Forum

e 2 July. North Wales Regional Forum

e 8 July. FSB Conference, Venue Cyrmu, Llandudno

e 5 September. Reform UK Conference

e October onwards. WRA National Registration: Training and events: Welsh Revenue
Authority | GOV.WALES

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

IN THE MEDIA

Wales Online: Elin Jones, Cabinet Minister for Finance, discusses plans for 182 ‘review’:
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/politics/welsh-government-minister-gives-update-
34180554

Wales Online: covers a new campaign group opposing Gwynedd's proposed levy, warning it would
fall disproportionately on domestic family visitors while longer-stay guests remain exempt:
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/special-features/campaigners-warn-families-jobs-could-

340912097?utm source=linkCopy&utm medium=social&utm campaign=sharebar

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/
https://www.anglesey.gov.wales/en/Have-your-say/Consultations/Current-consultations/Visitor-levy-consultation.aspx
https://www.anglesey.gov.wales/documents/Docs-en/Have-your-say/visitor-levy/Economic-impact-assessment-of-the-visitor-levy.pdf
https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Residents/Have-your-say/Live-Consultations/Gwynedd-Visitor-Levy-Consultation.aspx
https://democracy.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/documents/s49086/Appendix%202%20Economic%20Impact%20Assessment.pdf
https://www.visitconwy.org.uk/visitor-information/visitor-levy/
https://www.conwy.gov.uk/en/Visitor/assets/documents/Visitor-Levy-Economic-Impact-Assessment-March-2026-Conwy.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/welsh-revenue-authority/training-events#186936
https://www.gov.wales/welsh-revenue-authority/training-events#186936
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/politics/welsh-government-minister-gives-update-34180554
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/politics/welsh-government-minister-gives-update-34180554
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/special-features/campaigners-warn-families-jobs-could-34091209?utm_source=linkCopy&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sharebar
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/special-features/campaigners-warn-families-jobs-could-34091209?utm_source=linkCopy&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sharebar

There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering
sector. We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more
funds. There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying
done on behalf of the sector.

We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.

Membership fees are as follows:

e Single cottage £90 plus VAT
e 2 -4 Units £150 plus VAT

e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT
e 11+ Units £335 plus VAT

Members get telephone support and priority email support.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

Cangen Cymru Y& Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business policies, and if necessary,
consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on
a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social media. There
appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very few. To that end, any information
you get from any source should be double checked. We will always try and put the actual link to the information in the
newsletters so that you can read and assess yourselves.


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

