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COMMENTARY

It has been an incredible week already.

The PASC UK Cymru team has been out in force at the Royal Welsh Show. As Wales' biggest rural
event, it has given us a fantastic opportunity to meet Members, businesses, industry partners and
an incredible number of MSes — both new and existing members. Building those relationships is
essential as we continue to push for changes that support our sector.



Thank you again to everyone who continues to send through your case studies. | apologise again
that | haven't replied to every one individually, but | do read every single one and | do use them
already. Your stories make a real difference - having genuine examples of how these policies affect
real people, families and businesses is far more powerful than statistics alone and | am able to draw
on them to illustrate a point as it arises.

| only wish the situation were different, and that | didn't have so many examples to draw upon.
Nobody should have to face this level of stress and uncertainty simply because of policy decisions
and that is what keeps us battling on.

The pressure on the Welsh Government over the 182-day threshold continues to build. It is no
longer just PASC UK Cymru and the tourism sector calling for change. We are now seeing more and
more local authorities recognising the harm caused by the policy and taking action.

This week, the Leader of Pembrokeshire County Council has agreed to write to the Welsh
Government calling for a review of the 182-day threshold following growing concern from
councillors and local businesses.

This follows last week’s announcement that Powys County Council had voted to remove Council Tax
premiums from eligible owners facing unexpected backdated bills. We have produced FAQs
together with Powys Council (available Members: HERE / Non-members HERE.)

PASC UK Cymru were also quoted alongside Powys in the Daily Telegraph

Visit Wales has now opened applications for the Croeso i Feicwyr Fund. This is only for Local
Authorities and National Parks at this stage, but is a commitment from Visit Wales of support for
the opportunities that the Tour de France could bring to Wales. Cycling visitors could be an
important part of your business, at this stage you may be able to liaise with your local authority on
larger projects, but we hope this will eventually be rolled down to individual businesses.

Artificial Intelligence is another area that is moving quickly — it is a part of doing business now, so
crucially important we grow with it. We have talked previously about the free Al training, the next

sessions are now booking up and we would encourage you to join (there are still places in Swansea



https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-reports/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/bills/council-tax/holiday-let-owners-to-receive-1m-council-tax-premium-refund/

next week). There are also further initiatives on offer by Visit Wales which can help tourism
businesses to use Al to support marketing, customer service and productivity.

The Gwynedd Tourism Levy consultation is open for a few more days - closes 26 July. Please take
the opportunity to have your say. What Gwynedd decides is likely to influence other local
authorities across Wales, so your response matters whether you are a business owner, resident or
visitor.

Gwynedd: Visitor Levy QUESTIONNAIRE Impact Assessment LINK

Guidance Documents: Member HERE / Non members: HERE.

Meanwhile the consultation on Second Home Council Tax premiums in Pembrokeshire is also
underway. The consultation closes on 11 August. Please make your voice heard and include your
experience of both the 182-day threshold and the Council Tax premiums. Our guidance notes will
help you get the best from your response available here (Members /

Non-Members).

Finally, Visit Pembrokeshire is developing its new 10-year Tourism Vision and wants to hear from
businesses. This is another opportunity to help shape the future of tourism in the county, so please
take part if you can.

Kind regards

Nicky and the PASC team
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

1. Gwynedd: Gwynedd Visitor Levy Consultation — EXTENDED TO 26 JULY
Guidance documents

Non members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation responses/
Member: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/

PASC Consultation Response: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/

2. Pembrokeshire Council Tax Premium consultation — See below for guidance notes
3. Send in your 182 Impact Case Studies to nicky@pascuk.co.uk

4. Book onto the Visit Wales Artificial Intelligence Sessions dates: HERE

5. Pembrokeshire 10-year vison HERE

ROYAL WELSH SHOW

It was great to be out and about at The Royal Welsh Show, meeting members, sector colleagues and
of course the politicians. It was a very different perspective for me — as a farming family my
misspent youth included many fun and irresponsible visits to the Royal Welsh, following in the
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footsteps of my parents and grandparents. A tradition that will long continue and is certainly being
supported by my niece this year.

The Royal Welsh Show is much more than an agricultural event now. It is where rural Wales comes
together. Many farming businesses rely on tourism and self-catering to supplement their business
income, this show highlights the close interdependence between farming and tourism.

During the 2 days We managed to meet probably about one-third of the Senedd members. It was
such a great opportunity to meet new MSes for the first time and also to build on the existing
relationships we have.

Rural Proofing was a key theme of the Show and a timely reminder that government policy must
recognise the interdependence of our rural economy. Decisions affecting agriculture inevitably
affect tourism, just as decisions affecting tourism have consequences for farming and the wider
rural communities that depend on both.

All parties were present and the topic of conversation never took long to get to 182. There is a clear
recognition with almost all, that the threshold is simply too high. But now we need decisive action.

Here’s a few more of the people we met on the day.
For even more follow our Facebook and LinkedIn
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https://www.facebook.com/pascukltd/posts/pfbid02MCRqHsTL85yaB34WuNYyztkDkV4UjkeRxRsSAVv49fJ9giAzyat9TGWodnSRKcdGl
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/content/?keywords=PASC%20UK&origin=SWITCH_SEARCH_VERTICAL

PEMBROKESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL CALLS FOR A REDUCTION IN 182

Pembrokeshire County Council has now joined the calls for a review, with councillors recognising
that the 182-day threshold is too high and asking for a reduction.

The Leader of Pembrokeshire County Council will be writing to the First Minister, pressing the Welsh
Government to confirm when the promised review will begin.

The threshold is damaging genuine self-catering businesses that are at the heart of the rural and
coastal visitor economy.

Councillor Huw Murphy told the Council that he was inundated with emails from businesses and
residents, underlining just how serious the problem has become.

This is an important development. It is no longer just PASC UK, owners and the wider tourism
industry calling for change. Local authorities are now recognising that the policy is causing real
economic damage in their communities.

VISIT WALES ‘CROESO | FEICWYR’ FUND NOW OPEN FOR LOCAL
AUTHORITIES AND NATIONAL PARKS

The fund is now open for Local Authorities and National Park Authorities who can apply for capital
funding to improve cycling infrastructure and visitor facilities, helping make Wales an even more
attractive destination for cyclists while supporting local tourism businesses.

Although businesses cannot apply directly, now is the time to engage with your Local Authority or
National Park if you have ideas that could benefit your area.

If cycling is an important part of your visitor offer, keep an eye on future opportunities as Visit
Wales develops further initiatives in the run-up to the Tour de France.

https://visitwales-news.com/cr/AQi0OzhYQ_ --
mAhikvbCCATCt56QJkY K6KxelvliCOe8IXraAf6dWI4vG1RnJrCG1kGIPvBO

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND DIGITAL VISIBILITY

Visit Wales are running Free Al workshops for tourism & hospitality businesses in Wales

Running a business is hard enough without trying to keep up with the latest tech. If you’ve heard
people talking about “Al” and you’re wondering if it's worth your time — this in-person workshop is
for you.

You will learn about real, practical ways to use Al tools like ChatGPT to save time, attract more
customers, make your business stand out and convert interest to bookings.


https://visitwales-news.com/cr/AQi0zhYQ_--mAhikvbCCATCt56QJkY_K6KxeJvlC0e8lXraAf6dWl4vG1RnJrCG1kGlPvB0
https://visitwales-news.com/cr/AQi0zhYQ_--mAhikvbCCATCt56QJkY_K6KxeJvlC0e8lXraAf6dWl4vG1RnJrCG1kGlPvB0

The workshops are designed for SME and micro tourism and hospitality businesses, whether you're
completely new to Al or already experimenting and want more structure, confidence and practical
next steps.

Find out more about this and other digital support by following this link:
https://visitwales-news.com/cr/AQi0zhYQntj9AR|j8 6-CATDSwf4GztNRdhck17Qql7Itx-
VCydecM5Qgil5 N2bATPhOOIA

POWYS COUNTY COUNCIL VOTE TO REMOVE THE PREMIUM FROM
BACKDATED BILLS

This is a significant development and adds further pressure on the Welsh Government to carry out a
formal review of the 182-day threshold.

The PASC UK Cymru team is working directly with Powys County Council to understand exactly how
these changes will operate in practice. We have published an FAQ paper to illustrate what the
decision means and how it may affect businesses.

FAQs are available here;
Members: HERE: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/
Non-members: HERE: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-reports/

To reiterate, Powys County Council will be issuing revised Council Tax bills to those affected. They
expect these to be sent out by mid-August.

Please do not contact the Council before then. Officers are fully focused on processing the revised
bills as quickly as possible. Additional calls and enquiries will only slow the process down and delay
revised bills for everyone.

TOURISM LEVY UPDATE

These Consultations are closing soon — please ensure you have your say.
PASC UK Cymru have provided supplementary evidence for each consultation HERE:

It is important that you also do this. Guidance documents have been produced to make this as easy
as possible:

Member: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/

Non members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation responses/

Conwy: Visitor Levy QUESTIONNAIRE Impact Assessment LINK — closes tomorrow
Gwynedd: Visitor Levy QUESTIONNAIRE Impact Assessment LINK

Why is this so important?
e Many other LAs are wating to see the result before they decide whether to consult.
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e Together these three LAs represent a very high proportion of self-catering businesses in Wales,
so their decision will have a significant impact on whether the Levy is implemented beyond
Cardiff.

e Your response could directly influence whether your own Council decides to adopt yet another
tax on our sector.

PEMBROKESHIRE CONSULTATION ON SECOND HOME PREMIUM

Pembrokeshire Council have launched a consultation on Council Tax Premiums for 2027-2028.
The link to the consultation is HERE The closing date is 10 August 2026.

The way you answer the first questions will establish what questions are available to respondents.
We are therefore just finalising guidance notes to get the best from this consultation. These
guidance notes will be available in the next days below:

Members: HERE: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-reports/

Non-members: HERE: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-reports/

PEMBROKESHIRE 10-YEAR VISION SURVEY

HAVE YOUR SAY

Pembrokeshire.
Our Future.
Our Opportunity.

Visit Pembrokeshire is inviting businesses, residents and organisations to help shape a new ten-year
vision for the county's visitor economy.

The survey takes around 10 minutes to complete and will help set future priorities for tourism,
building on the current Destination Management Plan. If you have a business in Pembrokeshire, we
encourage you to take part and ensure the self-catering sector is fully represented.


https://www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/have-your-say/council-tax-premium-setting-for-2027-28
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The survey closes on 21 August 2026.

HAVE YOUR SAY HERE

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

1/ Booking T&Cs and Reviews Policy Guidance with Stephens Scown — Members only
Date: 21 July 2026

Time: 1400

Location: Zoom

REGISTER HERE

2/ Policy Powerhouse Insurance Introduction — Open to all
Date: 29t July 2026

Time: 1100

Location: Zoom

REGISTER HERE

e 11 & 12 August. Anglesey Show

e 20 August, Denbigh & Flint Show

e 5 September. Reform UK Conference

e 2-3 October. Plaid Cymru Conference, Llandudno

e October onwards. WRA National Registration: Training and events: Welsh Revenue
Authority | GOV.WALES

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

e PASC UK x Zeal - Save More, Stress Less: Holiday Let Tax Simplified - 15™ July 2026

IN THE MEDIA

Powys’ Decision to remove the Council Tax Premium:
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/bills/council-tax/holiday-let-owners-to-receive-1m-council-
tax-premium-refund/


https://a500xx.fd66.fdske.com/e/c/01ky40keg5gzz3h1c71z0h1kh0/01ky40keg5gzz3h1c7261drbmz
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/uPCYUXoyQA6pDYiMWNdhZQ
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https://www.gov.wales/welsh-revenue-authority/training-events#186936
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https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

Pembrokeshire Council Leader writes to Welsh Government to request a reduction in 182:
https://www.westerntelegraph.co.uk/news/26283961.pembrokeshires-leader-press-182-days-

review

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering
sector. We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more
funds. There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying
done on behalf of the sector.

We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.

Membership fees are as follows:

e Single cottage £90 plus VAT
e 2 -4 Units £150 plus VAT

e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT

Members get telephone support and priority email support.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

Cangen Cymru 4§ Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business policies, and if necessary,
consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on
a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social media. There
appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very few. To that end, any information
you get from any source should be double checked. We will always try and put the actual link to the information in the
newsletters so that you can read and assess yourselves.
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