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COMMENTARY  
 
Just a brief update this week as Alistair is on leave this week. 
 
Last Tuesday’s PASC UK Lobby Day in Westminster went really well, during the course of the day we 
have a series of one-one meetings with MPs from across the House, followed by a ‘drop in session’ for 
MPs from 4:30-6:00 pm in a meeting room in Westminster Hall. 
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The focus of the meetings was focussed on the additional burden of a tourism tax on top all the 
cumulative impacts we all are currently facing and explaining how different rural and coastal visitor 
economies are, presenting data that shows that urban and metro tourism is growing, whilst rural and 
coastal is in decline. 
 

 
 
Over the course of the day we met with all of the following – a thank you to all of them all for taking 
the time to speak with us: 
 
David Reed MP 
Mims Davies MP 
Sir Ahsley Fox MP 
Dame Harriett Baldwin DBE MP 
Sarah Olney MP 
Jeff Smith MP 
Theo Hunt (Office of David Smith MP) 
Joe Robertson MP 
Staffer for Richard Fuller MP 



 

 

3 

Ben Lake MP 
Nigel Huddleston MP 
Jayne Kirkham MP 
Anna Gelderd MP 
Sarah Gibson MP 
Perran Moon MP 
Chris Webb MP 
 
We received good support from all the MPs that we met but are conscious that it is easier to meet 
with those that oppose, than those that support it. There is so much misunderstanding about what a 
tourism tax is and how it works that it is vital that we get to as many MPs as possible to try and 
explain how the work and how the impact tourism. We will be working with other stakeholders to see 
what collective work can be done to limit the damage this tax will bring to our sector. 
 
On Wednesday, we went up to Lake Vrynwy for a meeting curated by PASC UK Cymru to bring 
together the trade associations that represent hospitality in Wales. With a new party leading the 
Welsh Government and a majority of MSs by party manifesto’s supporting significant change in the 
way that our sector has been treated over the last five years, it is a great opportunity to fight for a 
reset. 
 
Across all associations the no one ask is for a significant reduction in the 182 letting threshold. The 
knock-on effects of this terrible piece of legislation are being felt far beyond the self-catering sector. 

 
 

The group agreed policy priorities across a wide range of impacts, always trying to focus on the 
possible, covering 182. The tourism levy, Business Rates, Registration and Licensing and much more. 
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WTA, HARPA, CAMC, National Trust, Historic Houses, PASC UK, CLA, WAVA, MWT, NWT, Brecon 

Beacons Tourism, Chairs from 4 Regional Fora all represented. 
 
It was a game-changing meeting and with all parties involved having meetings with MSs and Cabinet 
Ministers in the coming weeks having collaborative and aligned positions will be extremely helpful. 
 
Then on Thursday we were back in England holding an in-person Members meeting at Higher 
Wiscombe in East Devon. These are without doubt the best bit of the job at PASC UK, meeting the 
Members and hearing about their challenges and opportunities.  
 

 
 

Main concerns were around whether the new Statutory Registration scheme would do anything to 
deter casual operators, rising costs and the potential impact of having to add a tourism tax to already 
fragile pricing. 
 
Lastly, we had hoped to launch the new Legal Pack, (which will include updated Terms and Conditions 
and much more) this week, but it needs just a couple of tweaks.  
 
It is imminent and in this newsletter we are calling the first Members Meeting to present the Legal 
Pack in partnership with the Solicitors that wrote it. 
 
More next week… 
 
Things to do: 
 

1. Sign up for PASC UK webinars and meetings: 
 
1/ KeyData Pre Summer Holiday Booking Data Update with Sally Henry – Open to all 

Date: Tuesday 14th July 2026 

Time: 1300 

Location: Zoom 

REGISTER HERE 

 

2/ PASC UK x Zeal - Save More, Stress Less: Holiday Let Tax Simplified – Open to all 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/2017822002713/WN_yO4O9qdVSpOCyUWhBHS8Yw
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Date: 15th July 2026 

Time: 1100 

Location: Zoom 

REGISTER HERE 

 

3/ Booking T&Cs and Reviews Policy Guidance with Stephens Scown – Members only 

Date: 21st July 2026 

Time: 1400 

Location: Zoom 

REGISTER HERE 

 

4/ Policy Powerhouse Insurance Introduction – Open to all 

Date: 29th July 2026 

Time: 1100 

Location: Zoom 

REGISTER HERE 

 
2. Sign Cut Tourism Tax Petition: https://www.vatstheproblem.co.uk 
3. Sign 182 petition: https://petitions.senedd.wales/petitions/246949 

 

Many thanks, 
 
Alistair & The PASC UK Team 

 
POLITICAL UPDATE 

With Westminster heading towards the summer recess, we squeezed in one final lobbying push 
before MPs disappear to their constituencies. Tourism taxes and statutory registration continue to 
dominate the agenda, and PASC UK has been making sure the voice of self-catering is heard loud and 
clear. 

PASC UK Takes the Case to Westminster 

Last week, PASC UK returned to Parliament to meet MPs and make the case against the proposed 
Overnight Tourism Levy. Executive Chair Alistair Handyside also hosted a parliamentary drop-in with 
former Tourism Minister Nigel Huddleston MP, alongside Tourism Alliance Executive Director Eddy 
Leviten, Ben Spier from Sykes Cottages and James Whitbread from Awaze. 

Our message was straightforward: now is not the time for another tax on tourism. 

We explained the cumulative pressures already facing businesses, from higher employment costs to 
business rates changes, and highlighted the vital role self-catering plays in sustaining rural and coastal 
economies by bringing visitors who support pubs, restaurants, attractions and local shops. 

We also continued making the case for statutory registration and called for a full economic impact 
assessment before any tourism levy is introduced. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/8717828111781/WN__ZngomWITe6DOtw2WBWSbw
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/uPCYUXoyQA6pDYiMWNdhZQ
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/01F4bMO0R2atikGCUOYZvg
https://www.vatstheproblem.co.uk/
https://petitions.senedd.wales/petitions/246949
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A huge thank you to the MPs who met with us, including Joe Robertson, Jayne Kirkham, Anna 
Gelderd, Harriet Baldwin, Sarah Olney and Ben Lake. 

Tourism Tax Still Making Headlines 

ITV Wales reported on councils considering whether to introduce a visitor levy, reflecting the growing 
divide between local authorities looking for new income and tourism businesses concerned about 
competitiveness. This will be the same challenge in England.  

There is one area of agreement emerging - if a levy is introduced, the money must be reinvested 
directly into the visitor economy. That has been central to PASC UK's consultation response. 

Statutory Registration Moves Forward 

A Parliamentary Question from Neil Coyle MP confirmed that user testing of the registration scheme 
is continuing. DCMS also confirmed they are "developing the legislation" needed to strengthen 
enforcement of London's 90-day rule. 

This perhaps suggests registration is increasingly being viewed by Ministers not just as a data exercise 
but as an enforcement tool. We will continue working closely with Government to ensure the final 
scheme is proportionate and workable. 

What Could Andy Burnham Mean for Tourism? 

With Andy Burnham now essentially Prime Minister-elect, his tourism policy is under fresh scrutiny. 
His support for overnight visitor levies has been well documented.  

But there are positives too. Burnham has spoken about further business rates reform for pubs and 
high streets, improving public transport and investing in rail connectivity, all of which could benefit 
domestic tourism. 

As always, we'll continue engaging constructively to ensure tourism is recognised as one of Britain's 
strongest growth sectors. 

Read more about Burnham’s plans for tourism in this comprehensive Telegraph article. 

PASC UK TEAM HOLIDAYS THIS WEEK 
 
Next week, Alistair, your Chair and Livvy who looks after support@pascuk.co.uk will be on annual 
leave from the end of Friday 3rd July, back in the office on Monday 13th July. 
 
Member support will be fully available during this time through the normal channels – phone and 
email. Both of them will have out of office responses on their emails with how to access support 
should you need it in their absence.  
 
A shorter newsletter will be sent out next week and the PASC UK Members line will remain manned ☺  

 
ZEAL WEBINAR – SAVE MORE, STRESS LESS: HOLIDAY LET TAX SIMPLIFIED 
 

https://www.itv.com/news/wales/2026-07-06/support-and-concern-as-councils-consider-visitor-levy
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2026-06-22/11673#answer
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2026-06-22/11673#answer
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/news/burnham-pm-holidays/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/news/burnham-pm-holidays/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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By popular demand, Zeal are hosting a short webinar, ‘Save More, Stress Less: Holiday Let  
Tax Simplified’, on Wednesday 15th July at 1100 which is open to all subscribers.  
 
In just one hour, Zeal will cover all things tax that have changed over the last 18months to help you 
get a full understanding of how they affect you, what your new tax compliance and reporting 
obligations are, and how to claim available tax relief, before it’s too late. There will also be time to ask 
any burning tax questions you have! 
 
You can REGISTER HERE. 

 
PASC UK HEADING OUT ON THE ROAD FOR IN-PERSON MEETINGS  
 
One of the best bits of the job here at PASC UK is getting out on the road and seeing you, the 
Members, in person! 
 
We’ve run these meetings before and they’re a great opportunity for you to hear about the work 
we’re doing, meet other Owners and to input into our future work.  
We’ll be on the road through the summer and into the autumn to make sure we avoid the worst of 
the weather and look forward to seeing as many of you as possible! 
 
We’ve secured the first batch of venues, and have some dates locked in for you to pop in your diaries 
☺ 
 
We’ve also added a section to these meetings that we haven’t done previously – non-members are 
warmly welcomed to come and meet us before the Members meeting, to hear about the work we’re 
doing, ask questions, and meet the team. If you’ve been thinking about joining us, this is a great 
opportunity to come and find out more!  
 
But, we need your help! Below is a list of the areas that we’re planning to visit – if you have a venue, 
or know of a suitable venue that is easy to get to, has free parking, and does good cake (very 
important!) please email support@pascuk.co.uk with the subject line “Members Meetings”  
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/8717828111781/WN__ZngomWITe6DOtw2WBWSbw
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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If you think we’ve missed somewhere, please let us know – we’ll keep adding to the below with more 
details as we get the confirmed ☺ 
 
Anglesey  
Alnwick – The White Swan Hotel, NE66 1TD – 22nd July – Non Members Book Here. Members Book 
Here. 
Cotswolds – SAVE THE DATE – 11th November 
Cornwall – 28th July – The Alverton Hotel, TR1 1ZQ - Non Members Book Here. Members Book Here. 
Isle of Wight – SAVE THE DATE – 16th September 
South West Wales 
Kendal – SAVE THE DATE – 23rd July 
Peak District 
North Norfolk 
York 
 
Tickets are £10 per head, with all proceeds going to the PASC UK Charity, chosen by our Members – 
The Family Holiday Charity.  
 
Thank you in advance and look forward to getting to catch up with many of you in person! 
  

KEYDATA SUMMER BOOKINGS DATA WEBINAR  
 

 
 
Sally Henry from KeyData will be back on your screens to talk you through the current booking data 
for the Summer Holidays.  
 
Sally will have data on booking lead times, occupancy levels, average length of stay, nightly rates, and 
the particularly hot topic of cancellations.  
 
As always delivered by Sally with boundless enthusiasm and clarity to help you understand how 
you’re doing compared to the sector as a whole ☺ 

https://buytickets.at/pascuk/2277205
https://buytickets.at/pascuk/2277201
https://buytickets.at/pascuk/2277201
https://buytickets.at/pascuk/2266757
https://buytickets.at/pascuk/2266761
https://familyholidaycharity.org.uk/
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This Webinar is open to all and will be held on Tuesday 14th July @ 1300 on Zoom. Please REGISTER 

HERE. 

 

PASC UK WEBINAR PROGRAME FOR 2026 
 
Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at: 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/  Members only recordings are in the Members area.  
 

1/ KeyData Pre Summer Holiday Booking Data Update with Sally Henry – Open to all 

Date: Tuesday 14th July 2026 

Time: 1300 

Location: Zoom 

REGISTER HERE 

 

2/ PASC UK x Zeal - Save More, Stress Less: Holiday Let Tax Simplified – Open to all 

Date: 15th July 2026 

Time: 1100 

Location: Zoom 

REGISTER HERE 

 

3/ Booking T&Cs and Reviews Policy Guidance with Stephens Scown – Members only 

Date: 21st July 2026 

Time: 1400 

Location: Zoom 

REGISTER HERE 

 

4/ Policy Powerhouse Insurance Introduction – Open to all 

Date: 29th July 2026 

Time: 1100 

Location: Zoom 

REGISTER HERE 

 
PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND IMPORTANT MEETINGS AHEAD  
 
PASC UK will be present at the following events:  

• 22 July. PASC UK Members Meeting – Northumberland 
• 23 July. PASC UK Members Meeting – Kendal 
• 28 July. PASC UK Members Meeting - Cornwall 
• 5 September. Reform Conference 
• 16 September. PASC UK Members Meeting – Isle of Wight 
• 19 September. Liberal Democrats Conference 
• 22 September. Tourism Alliance Council Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/2017822002713/WN_yO4O9qdVSpOCyUWhBHS8Yw
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/2017822002713/WN_yO4O9qdVSpOCyUWhBHS8Yw
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/2017822002713/WN_yO4O9qdVSpOCyUWhBHS8Yw
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/8717828111781/WN__ZngomWITe6DOtw2WBWSbw
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/uPCYUXoyQA6pDYiMWNdhZQ
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/01F4bMO0R2atikGCUOYZvg
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• 27 September. Labour Conference 
• 4 October. Conservative Party Conference 
• 11 October. Premier Cottages Conference 
• 24 October. Scale Barcelona 
• 11 November. PASC UK Members Meeting - Cotswolds 

 
SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  
 
There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering sector. 
We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more funds. 
There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying done on 
behalf of the sector.  
 
We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and 
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with 
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds 
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.  
 
Membership fees are as follows:  
 

• Single cottage £90 plus VAT  

• 2 – 4 Units £150 plus VAT  

• 5 – 10 Units £235 plus VAT  

• 11 + Units £335 plus VAT  

 
Members get telephone support and priority email support.  
 
You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit 
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  
 
Wishing every one of you all the best. 
 
Best regards 
 
Alistair Handyside MBE 
Executive Chair 
The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK 
www.pascuk.co.uk 
support@pascuk.co.uk 

 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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The content of this newsletter does not constitute legal advice. PASC UK are not legally qualified and make no 
representation or warranty of any kind regarding the completeness, accuracy, adequacy, availability, validity, reliability 
and suitability of the information contained herein. Any reliance you place on such material is therefore strictly at your own 
risk and PASC UK will not be liable for any losses/damages you suffer as a result of your reliance. 
 
If you wish to unsubscribe, please respond saying ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. Thanks  
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