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PASC UK WALES NEWSLETTER 
27 August 2026 

 
 
Today’s update includes: 
 

• Commentary 

• What we need from you this week 

• 182 Day Update and new documents 

• Powys County Council Launch a Consultation on the Tourism Levy 

• Go North Wales Tourism Awards 

• New Paper: Saunas & Cold Plunges – Health & Safety Guidance for Self-Catering Operators 

• New Members Paper: Thinking of adding a Sauna or Cold Plunge? What you need to know 

• Buying Club Bank Holiday Discounts – TradePoint/B&Q 

• Dates For The Diary 

• In The Media 

• Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK Cymru 

• Disclaimer 
 

 
COMMENTARY 
 
This week Plaid Cymru reaches the milestone of its first 100 days in power, with the media 
scrutinising progress against its promises. Comparisons are already being made with Andy 
Burnham’s first 100 days, with others pointing out that launching reviews is the easy bit. Delivering 
change is what matters. 

In the meantime, we all wait with interest to see what comes next, particularly on the promised 
changes to the 182-day threshold. 

For PASC UK Cymru, 182 remains firmly at the top of our agenda. We now have Version 1 of our 
Consultation Guidance ready, alongside a new evidence paper setting out the case for 105 days and 
a revamped 182 page on the website to house all the latest information.  

There are 3 key aims to the guidance and there is much more detail below, but the key message 
remains: please don't submit your Consultation response just yet.  It is important that we use the 
time to work through the guidance and to get your feedback as well as this is more complex than it 
first appears. 
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This week we had further discussions with Welsh Government and every conversation gives us 
more clarity, particularly around the proposed exemptions. We still have 2 months to go and only 
one shot at this so let's use that time properly and get this right. 

Elsewhere, Powys has launched a Visitor Levy consultation, they would need to consult further if 
they choose to move to the next stage but this is a move to understand the views of residents. 

PASC UK has responded to the Zero Hours and Shift Patterns Consultation referenced in previous 
weeks’ newsletters.  This could have a significant impact on how we employ our housekeepers and 
maintenance teams so an important consultation for us to be involved in. You can read the full 
response  HERE.  

On member benefits, we provide two new practical resources on saunas and cold plunges as well as 
some excellent Bank Holiday offers through the PASC UK Buying Club. 

Finally, an opportunity for some recognition as the Go North Wales Tourism Awards open for 
nominations, so if you are based in North Wales, please have a look below and let's get plenty of 
self-catering businesses represented and on the short lists. 

Lots more detail on all of this below. 

Kind regards 

 
Nicky and the PASC team 
PASC UK – Wales Branch  
nicky@pascuk.co.uk  
 

 

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK? 
 

1. Please DON’T complete the 182 Day consultation yet. 
There are a number of points that need clarification which we will update you on as soon as we 
have the answers. 
But do review the Guidance notes and share your comments https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2/ 

2. Sign the Welsh Conservative Petition to Reduce 182 to 105 HERE   
3. Enter the GoNorthWales Awards – closing date 4 October 

https://gonorthwalestourismawards.website/  
4. Send in your 182 Impact Case Studies to nicky@pascuk.co.uk 
5. If you are not a PASC Member, please consider joining us. Find out more: 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  
 

 

182 DAY CONSULTATION UPDATE 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2/
https://whatplaidsaid.com/scrap-the-182-day-holiday-let-tax-rule
https://gonorthwalestourismawards.website/
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
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We have made good progress on the 182-day threshold Consultation, with the first version of our 
Guidance Notes for Members and owners in Wales now ready. However... 
 
We would still discourage you from completing the Consultation just yet. Why? 
Two weeks ago we met with the Cabinet Secretary responsible for the Consultation. This week we 
met with her lead official. Next week...? 
The point is that every conversation unveils more detail and gives us all greater clarity on how best 
to respond. 
 
Our further research since the consultation launched has highlighted three key needs: 

• a ‘Whole Sector, Whole Wales’ threshold. This matters even, and especially, if you currently 
believe you are covered by an exemption.  

• clearer, more prescriptive, more directive guidance issued on Local Authority Discretion 
including how - and crucially when - this should be applied.  

• The need to wait before submitting our responses. More detail is emerging each week, and 
we want our response to be based on the strongest possible evidence and latest 
information. 

 
We still need more information, particularly around which properties may benefit from exemptions 
and which may not.  Exactly what the criteria for those exemptions will be.  We really don’t want 
owners to think they are covered and then find they aren’t, so PASC UK Cymru is working flat out to 
get this detail. 
 
There is nothing to be gained by responding early, particularly as Welsh Government has been in 
Recess since before the Consultation was launched, so it hasn’t even been raised in a Senedd 
Plenary session yet. 
 
What we would ask you to do now is read our Consultation Guidance and give us your feedback. 
 
182 CONSULTATION GUIDANCE PAPER 
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What is the Guidance and why do we need it?  First though, what it is NOT… We are not telling 
anyone what to say. 
We are providing clarity and detail i.e. what the consultation actually means for you and your 
business… therefore what to consider in your responses and some illustrative examples of what 
might, or might not, be included in responses to the 12 questions and the free-form response areas. 
 
This is important a much of the detail is not clear from the Consultation itself. We have been able to 
work directly with Welsh Government officials to clarify these points as we prepare the Guidance, 
and that work will continue as further detail emerges and as we apply this to real businesses. 
 
Input from Members and operators has been integral to getting the Guidance this far – especially 
how you interpret the impact on your business and suggestions of what would help … please 
continue to do this to get us all to a version 2. 
 
For Members: 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/your-membership-account/account/member-reports/ 
For non-Members: 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/ 

 

So this document will remain work in progress and we ask for your comments nicky@pascuk.co.uk 
cc: support@pascuk.co.uk subject header ‘182 Consultation Guidance’. 
 
 
WHY 105 DAYS? THE EVIDENCE 
 
 

There is already plenty of discussion about what a 
replacement threshold should be. 
 
Too much of that discussion is based on opinion 
rather than data. It also risks ignoring properties 
that are ‘out of the ordinary’ and doesn’t rely on 
real lived experience of running a self-catering 
business… but despite this, those opinions are often 
influential. 

 
PASC UK Cymru has therefore prepared a separate paper which is based on data and evidence and 
makes the case for a significantly lower threshold of 105 days. 
 
Our position is simple. 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/your-membership-account/account/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/pasc-uk-the-case-for-105/
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The threshold needs to work for the Whole Sector and the whole of Wales. 
 
You can find the paper here:  https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2/ 
 
 
WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 
 
This is likely to be our single opportunity to secure significant changes to the 182 legislation, so we 
need to make it count.  We still have 2 months to go… and that is 2 months of opportunity – 2 
months to understand more about what’s on offer … and what is not, so 2 months to finesse our 
responses. 
 
For now, please read this version of the Guidance notes and send us your feedback 
(support@pascuk.co.uk & nicky@pascuk.co.uk subject line ‘182 Guidance’), but hold fire on 
submitting your final Consultation response. 
 
Finally, we have updated our 182 page, please take a look here:  https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2/ 
and we will continue to update this page and will continue to update the Guidance Notes. 
 
 

 
POWYS COUNTY COUNCIL LAUNCH CONSULTATION ON TOURISM LEVY 
 
Powys County Council has this week launched a consultation into adoption of the Visitor Levy. 
 
The Council have “agreed a cautious approach: not to implement a levy at this stage. Instead, we 
are carrying out this engagement to gather views which will be reported back to Cabinet and full 
council to help shape what happens next.” 
 
If the cabinet do decide to proceed, there would have to be a further formal consultation and the 
earliest possible introduction would be 2028. 
 
We will review the consultation this week and provide guidance notes, if required. 
 
The survey closes on 30 September 2026. You have to register in advance and the survey takes 
around 10 minutes to complete.  More details can be found here: 
https://www.haveyoursaypowys.wales/visitor-levy 

 
 
GO NORTH WALES TOURISM AWARDS 2026 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2/
https://www.haveyoursaypowys.wales/visitor-levy
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Are you based in North Wales?  Go North Wales has launched nominations for the 2026 Go North 
Wales Tourism Awards, which this year also celebrate their 10th anniversary. 
 
The Awards recognise the businesses and people who work so hard to make North Wales a great 
place to visit. 
 
There are 19 categories – with the obvious one for PASC UK Members being Self Catering Business 
of the Year, but there are other categories worth a look too, including Pet Friendly Business of the 
Year, New Tourism Business of the Year, the Bro a Byd Tourism Award for sustainable businesses, 
and Marketing and Media Recognition of the Year. 
 
We know how much goes into delivering fantastic holidays and looking after guests, often against 
an increasingly difficult backdrop so why not get your nomination in and be recognised for the work 
you do. 
 
Nominations are now open until 4 October.   
The Award Ceremony will take place on Thursday 19th November. 
 
See here for more details: https://gonorthwalestourismawards.website/ . 
 

 
 

NEW PAPERS: SAUNAS & COLD PLUNGES – HEALTH & SAFETY GUIDANCE 
AND WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

 

Saunas and cold plunges are spreading quickly across UK self-catering. 

https://2pn9w.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsFVLbIfsMRM9Pwrq3D7tx/V76w4SWfSRCH


 7 

They can be a great addition to the guest offer, but they bring new health and safety, management 
and compliance responsibilities. 

Most published guidance is aimed at leisure centres and larger commercial operators, rather than 
self-catering businesses. 

So, we have produced two new PASC UK papers alongside the team at You Can Sauna specifically 
for our sector, continuing our work to give Members practical guidance they can actually use. 

NEW PAPER: SAUNAS & COLD PLUNGES - HEALTH & SAFETY GUIDANCE FOR SELF-CATERING 
OPERATORS 

This paper looks at what operators need to have in place, what needs to be done routinely, and 
what changes depending on how the amenity is operated. It covers electric and wood-fired saunas, 
together with fill-and-drain and treated cold plunges. 

Cold plunges need particular attention. 

They look simple, but cold water is not automatically safe water. The paper helps operators 
understand the practical health and safety issues and the ongoing management needed to provide 
these facilities responsibly. 

It does not cover hot tubs or spa pools. These have their own PASC UK guidance paper. 

NEW MEMBERS PAPER: THINKING OF ADDING A SAUNA OR COLD PLUNGE? WHAT YOU NEED TO 
KNOW 

We have also produced a second paper for Members who are considering investing in one of these 
facilities. This starts before you buy. 

It looks at practical considerations such as how much electrical power may be required, the 
different options available, capital outlay, and the ongoing management and compliance 
implications. 

Adding a sauna or plunge is not simply a case of buying one, plugging it in and putting a new 
photograph on the website. 

There are choices to make about the type of system, how it will be operated, and how much work it 
will create once guests start using it. 

The aim of this paper is simple – to help Owners understand the costs and responsibilities before 
you invest, then make an informed business decision. 

Members can find both papers HERE. 

Non Members can find the Health & Safety Guidance paper HERE. 

 
 
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/your-membership-account/account/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
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BUYING CLUB BANK HOLIDAY DISCOUNTS – TRADEPOINT/B&Q 
 

 
 
PASC UK Members get access to the PASC UK Buying Club as a benefit of Membership – and over 
the Bank Holiday weekend, in addition to the 10% discount which is available 365 days a year at 
TradePoint and B&Q, they have got additional discounts on paint and vinyl click flooring.  
 
If you’re looking at doing some refreshing and maintenance as we head into the autumn after a 
busy summer, make sure you’re taking advantage of the discounts available to you at B&Q, 
Screwfix, Currys and more. 
 
To find out more, or to take advantage of this Member offer, please email support@pascuk.co.uk 
with the subject line “Buying Club”.  
 
 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

• 5 September. Reform UK Conference, Birmingham 

• 25 September Consultation Deadline for Welsh Govt Budget 2027-2028,  

• 30 September. Powys Tourism Levy Consultation Closing Date 

• 1 October WRA National Registration Launch 
Training and events: Welsh Revenue Authority | GOV.WALES 

• 2-3 October. Plaid Cymru Conference, Llandudno 

• 4 October – Closing date for GoNorthWales Award nominations 

• 14 October. Consultation Deadline for Rural Proofing.   

• 23 October – 182 day Consultation Closes 

• 24 October. Scale, Barcelona 

• 29 October – Visit Pembrokeshire Awards 

• 19 November – GoNorthWales Award Ceremony, Llandudno 
 

 

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:  

Available here:    https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ 

mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.gov.wales/welsh-revenue-authority/training-events#186936
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
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• 182-day consultation Update Webinar PASC UK Cymru  

 

IN THE MEDIA 
 
Plaid Cymru’s first 100 days 
ITV Wales:  https://www.itv.com/news/wales/2026-08-25/plaid-cymru-marks-100-days-of-
government-but-has-it-kept-the-promises-it-made 
BBC Wales: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c62e3y21qw9o 
 
Business News Wales,  Nicky discusses how the 182 replacement must be right 
Senedd Sources podcast  Alistair Handyside and Nicky Williamson discuss next steps  
 
 
 

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  
 
There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering 
sector. We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more 
funds. There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying 
done on behalf of the sector.  
 
We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and 
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with 
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds 
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.  
 
Membership fees are as follows:  
 

• Single cottage £90 plus VAT  

• 2 – 4 Units £150 plus VAT  

• 5 – 10 Units £235 plus VAT  

• 11 + Units £335 plus VAT  

Members get telephone support and priority email support.  
 
You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit 
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

https://www.itv.com/news/wales/2026-08-25/plaid-cymru-marks-100-days-of-government-but-has-it-kept-the-promises-it-made
https://www.itv.com/news/wales/2026-08-25/plaid-cymru-marks-100-days-of-government-but-has-it-kept-the-promises-it-made
https://businessnewswales.com/plaid-cymru-must-get-the-182-day-replacement-right/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/5XRDCOZGAvic3sHYnU4jR2?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
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Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business policies, and if necessary, 

consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on 

a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’. 

 

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social media. There 

appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very few. To that end, any information 

you get from any source should be double checked. We will always try and put the actual link to the information in the 

newsletters so that you can read and assess yourselves.  

 


