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COMMENTARY

The last week has been dominated by pressing a variety of papers to support both the lobbying
activity and business support for Members.

We have provided Guidance for Owners and prepared the PASC UK response to the Consultation
on Zero Hours and Shift Patterns, see more on this below, We have almost completed the first
draft of Guidance Notes on the recently launched 182-day threshold Consultation, for Members
and Owners in Wales, which will ask for feedback and comments before going to final version,
we have time, the Consultation does not close until the 23 October.

We have updated the 182 Let’s get it down area of the website, and this will shortly contain
another paper, the reasoning behind why 105 should be the threshold. This like the Guidance on
the Consultation response, this should be ready imminently. https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2/



https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2/

On the more upbeat basis the PASC UK team, with the help of the team at You Can Sauna have
prepared two papers covering Saunas and Cold Plunges, the first covers the health and safety,
the second gives you details on what to consider if you’re thinking of adding this amenity to your
business, and ways that you can do this - more details below. More new Members papers are in
the pipeline — as always, if there are topics you would like us to cover, please email
support@pascuk.co.uk

We have also updated the Stop the Holiday Tax page, making it more of an asset for those that
need clear points to argue our case, and this will be supplemented with more papers and data
shortly. https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/stop-the-holiday-tax/

The Political Conference Session is almost upon us and PASC UK will be representing you at the
Labour, Conservative, Reform, Liberal Democrat and Plaid Cymru Conferences, lots of
homework and preparation to do.

For Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/your-membership-account/account/member-reports/
For Non-Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/

We will keep readers abreast of developments in this critical area.

The PASC UK Team

CHAIR OUT OF OFFICE

Your Chair will be out of the office for the week of Monday 24™ August. During that time please
can Members use the support@pascuk.co.uk email.

POLITICAL UPDATE

A new business rates review and the proposed Overnight Visitor Levy dominate the political
conversation this week. While the Government has shown welcome recognition of the pressures
facing hospitality, PASC UK will be making the case for self-catering businesses to be included in
any reforms, particularly as research showing that British holidays are already heavily taxed.

Business Rates Review: A Welcome Step, but Self-Catering Must Be Included
On Monday, HM Treasury announced an independent review of the way pubs and hotels are

valued for business rates, following significant increases in rateable values at the 2026
revaluation.

Business-rates expert Jerry Schurder will lead the review and report by the end of March 2027,
with recommendations expected to inform the next revaluation. A Call for Evidence has also
been launched to hear directly from landlords, hoteliers and business owners.

This is a positive step and an acknowledgement that the current system does not reflect the
trading realities facing hospitality businesses. However, the scope must go wider. As currently
announced, the review covers pubs and hotels but not professional self-catering
accommodation.
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PASC UK will advocate for Treasury to include self-catering businesses in this work. If the
Government wants a genuinely fairer system for hospitality, it cannot stop at the hotel door.

Cornwall’s Levy Debate Gathers Pace
Cornwall Council Leader Leigh Frost has said there must be a “serious conversation” about

introducing a Tourism Levy, following Prime Minister Andy Burnham’s offer to include levy
powers in a new devolution deal.

Frost said the council should secure the power before deciding whether to use it, while
acknowledging the need not to “strangle tourism”. That caution is important. Cornwall’s visitor
economy is already under considerable pressure, and taking more money from visitors risks
leaving them with less to spend in local pubs, shops and attractions.

PASC UK will continue engaging with political leaders in Cornwall and nationally, making the
case for anindependent economic impact assessment before any levy is introduced and risks
damaging domestic tourism and businesses across Cornwall.

Members and Readers of this Newsletter are welcome to attend a Visitor Summit at the Atlantic
Hotel, Newquay on Friday the 11" September from 1400 -1700. It is free to attend and tickets,
(subject to availability) can be obtained here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/visitor-levy-
summit-2026-tickets-1996990426122

The Cost of a British Holiday

New research from the TaxPayers’ Alliance estimates that British holidaymakers paid £4.8 billion
in holiday-related taxes during 2024.

It calculates that taxes already add around £53 to the average domestic overnight holiday. For a
family of four taking a week-long self-catering break in Cornwall, the existing tax burden could
exceed £300, rising above £370 if a £2.50 per person, per night levy were introduced.

Those figures challenge the idea that a levy represents only “a few extra pounds”. At a time when
Britain already performs poorly on tourism price competitiveness, making domestic holidays
more expensive is a considerable gamble. The Great British holiday is already taxed. It does not
need another one.

NEW PAPERS: SAUNAS & COLD PLUNGES - HEALTH & SAFETY GUIDANCE AND
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
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Saunas and cold plunges are spreading quickly across UK self-catering.

They can be a great addition to the guest offer, but they bring new health and safety,
management and compliance responsibilities.

Most published guidance is aimed at leisure centres and larger commercial operators, rather
than self-catering businesses.

So, we have produced two new PASC UK papers alongside the team at You Can
Sauna specifically for our sector, continuing our work to give Members practical guidance they
can actually use.

NEW PAPER: SAUNAS & COLD PLUNGES - HEALTH & SAFETY GUIDANCE FOR SELF-
CATERING OPERATORS

This paper looks at what operators need to have in place, what needs to be done routinely, and
what changes depending on how the amenity is operated. It covers electric and wood-fired
saunas, together with fill-and-drain and treated cold plunges.

Cold plunges need particular attention.

They look simple, but cold water is not automatically safe water. The paper helps operators
understand the practical health and safety issues and the ongoing management needed to
provide these facilities responsibly.

It does not cover hot tubs or spa pools. These have their own PASC UK guidance paper.

NEW MEMBERS PAPER: THINKING OF ADDING A SAUNA OR COLD PLUNGE? WHAT YOU
NEED TO KNOW

We have also produced a second paper for Members who are considering investing in one of
these facilities. This starts before you buy.

It looks at practical considerations such as how much electrical power may be required, the
different options available, capital outlay, and the ongoing management and compliance

implications.

Adding a sauna or plunge is not simply a case of buying one, plugging itin and putting a new
photograph on the website.

There are choices to make about the type of system, how it will be operated, and how much work
it will create once guests start using it.

The aim of this paperis simple —to help Owners understand the costs and responsibilities before
you invest, then make an informed business decision.

Members can find both papers HERE.

Non Members can find the Health & Safety Guidance paper HERE.
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ZERO HOURS AND SHIFT PATTERNS CONSULTATION RESPONSES
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Today is the deadline for responding to this Consultation. It is without doubt the most
complex that we have ever seen and is likely to see a low number of responses, especially in full.
It has over 60 questions, many of them extremely complex, and linked, and we and others have
struggled to work out what the best way to answer much of it.

If it goes through as proposed it will be far too complex for the micro business that are the vast
majority of readers of this Newsletter. All the trade association across all hospitality are pretty
much aligned on this, and there is a huge amount of work to be done on this, especially for
seasonal and micro businesses.

Our key points made are as follows:

The legislation will create a significant extra burden for small businesses—self-catering
businesses are typically micro businesses with just one or two employees

The result will be that employers will be less inclined to provide job opportunities,
especially for young people

The number of legislative changes in recent years has a great cumulative impact on the
self-catering sector, and this current change adds to this significant administrative and
financial burden

What are the major issues that we wish to highlight?

Due to the extreme seasonality of holiday letting, basing the guaranteed number of hours
on a 12-week ‘reference period’ (as the government suggests) would be completely
inappropriate (if that reference period was June/July/August the result would be very
different to the hours worked in December/January/February. We therefore support a 52-
week reference period.

‘Temporary need’ (where the guaranteed hours do not apply) should cover various factors
thatinclude seasonality

Any compliance/enforcement should be proportionate and recognise that the rules will
be difficult to administer for small micro businesses.

If you wish to take part Guidance Notes or read the PASC UK Consultation Response they can be
found here:

We will keep readers abreast of developments in this critical area.



HOST PLANET NOTTINGHAM EVENT - 14™ SEPTEMBER 2206 — DISCOUNT CODE

HoST
PLANET

Livvy will be joining the Host Planet and Simply Owners teams at Mansfield Town FC on 14t
September for a one day event that focuses on Direct Bookings. If you’d like to join us, you can get
50% off the ticket price using the code PASC50. For more details, to see the agenda and to book, clic
here. Livvy will be on hand during the day for any questions, help or advice you need — or simply to
just say hello and catch up!

BUYING CLUB BANK HOLIDAY DISCOUNTS — TRADEPOINT/B&Q
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Hurry ends 31 August

PLUS. get your 10% TRADEPOINT discount ON TOP

PASC UK Members get access to the PASC UK Buying Club as a benefit of Membership — and over the
Bank Holiday weekend, in addition to the 10% discount which is available 365 days a year at
TradePoint and B&Q, they have got additional discounts on paint and vinyl click flooring.

If you’re looking at doing some refreshing and maintenance as we head into the autumn after a busy
summer, make sure you’re taking advantage of the discounts available to you at B&Q, Screwfix,
Currys and more.


https://www.hostplanet.club/post/host-planet-roadshow-nottinghamshire-2026-a-full-day-built-around-direct-bookings
https://www.hostplanet.club/post/host-planet-roadshow-nottinghamshire-2026-a-full-day-built-around-direct-bookings

To find out more, or to take advantage of this Member offer, please email support@pascuk.co.uk
with the subject line “Buying Club”.

PASC UK WEBINAR PROGRAME FOR 2026

Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ Members only recordings are in the Members area.

We will be announcing a new selection of Webinars shortly for after the summer holidays!

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND IMPORTANT MEETINGS AHEAD

PASC UK will be present at the following events:

e 5 September. Reform Conference

e 10 September:
e 11 September:
e 14 September.
e 16 September.
e 19 September.
e 22 September.
e 27 September.
e 27 September:

Prosper UK Tourism Roundtable, Exeter

Tourism Tax Summit, Newquay

Host Planet Nottinghamshire

PASC UK Members Meeting - Isle of Wight - BEING RESCHEDULED
Liberal Democrats Conference

Tourism Alliance Council Meeting

Labour Conference

Coastal Parliamentary Labour Party Reception, Liverpool

e 4 October. Conservative Party Conference

e 20 October: UK Hospitality Parliamentary Reception

e 24 October. Scale Barcelona

e 11 November. PASC UK Members Meeting - Cotswolds

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering sector.

We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more funds.
There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying done on

behalf of the sector.

We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and

we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.

Membership fees are as follows:

e Single cottage £90 plus VAT
e 2 —4Units £150 plus VAT

e 5-10 Units £235 plus VAT
e 11+ Units £335 plus VAT
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https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

Members get telephone support and priority email support.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Wishing every one of you all the best.
Best regards

Alistair Handyside MBE

Executive Chair

The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK
www.pascuk.co.uk

support@pascuk.co.uk

PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK

DISCLAIMER

The content of this newsletter does not constitute legal advice. PASC UK are not legally qualified and make no
representation or warranty of any kind regarding the completeness, accuracy, adequacy, availability, validity, reliability
and suitability of the information contained herein. Any reliance you place on such material is therefore strictly at your own
risk and PASC UK will not be liable for any losses/damages you suffer as a result of your reliance.

If you wish to unsubscribe, please respond saying ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. Thanks
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