
 

 

1 

 
 

 

Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK 

NEWSLETTER 
4 August 2026 Issue 326 

 

This week’s contents: 

• Commentary 

• Political Update 

• New Members Paper: Do I need a CCTV Policy even if I only have a Ring Doorbell? 

• Members Competition: Win a £100 B&Q Gift Voucher when you join the PASC UK Buying 
Club 

• PASC UK Webinar Programme for 2026  

• PASC UK on the Road and Important Meetings ahead  

• Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK   

• Disclaimer 

COMMENTARY  
 
The big news of the week is the announcement by the Welsh Government that finally, after three 
long years, there will be a public Consultation into the 182 Threshold. 
 

     

The evolution of the 182 Campaign. 
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We collectively have 12 weeks to respond and will be providing Members and Owners in Wales 
with all the materials and support to make responses as impactful as possible. 
 
The framing of the questions in the Consultation is not good, we were promised an evidence-
based review, and the Consultation starts by setting parameters that are just too high, and too 
limited. We will make sure that we provide all that should respond with answers and evidence to 
address this shortcoming. 
 
We should though welcome it, this is the result of the longest running campaign that PASC UK 
have been involved in, from Review, to Reduce to Let’s get it down. The team have led this from 
the start in Wales, and the door is now ajar for significant and much needed change in Wales.  
 
We will be letting Members and the sector know some of the planned activity over the next weeks 
in a dedicated 182 Let’s Get It Down Webinar on Wednesday this week. Full details below and 
all can attend, subject to space. 
 
To be clear on this, this review would not have happened without the tireless efforts of the PASC 
UK Cymru team and the support from hundreds of Members over the last three years. If you are 
not a Member and just receive the free newsletter, this really is the time to join, and help support 
the work at this critical time. 
 

 
 
When: Wednesday 5th August 2026 @ 1000 
Where: Zoom 
Open to ALL 
REGISTER HERE. 
 
Much change as the new Prime Minister seeks to make his mark. For us the big changes mean 
that the Tourism Tax could come to more areas, more quickly than at first planned. An update on 
this is in the Political Update below. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/6117857554691/WN_Fjm0BUjURT2Zyyz5CIjwDA
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Lastly, it was a huge pleasure to hold an in-person members meeting in Truro in Cornwall. It’s the 
best bit of the job for the team, and we got some great feedback from a wonderful group of 
passionate, and it has to be said, resilient, professional self-caterers. Thanks all for coming, 
thanks for the feedback and the questions, and looking forwards to meeting many other 
members during the remainder of 2026. 
 

Many thanks, 
 
Alistair & The PASC UK Team 

 
POLITICAL UPDATE 
 
The Cabinet published a statement on the 31 July)setting out its plans to devolve major powers 
from Westminster to mayors and local authorities in England by the end of this Parliament. 
Buried within a wide-ranging package on skills, transport, housing and public services is the 
confirmation we've been tracking closely: every strategic authority in England will gain the power 
to introduce an Overnight Visitor Levy (commonly known as a tourist tax). 
 
What's new on the Overnight Visitor Levy 
 
- The power will not be limited to mayoral areas. "Non-mayoral foundation strategic authorities" 
will also have the option to introduce a levy meaning the reach is broader than under previous 
devolution rounds. 
- Local leaders will need to set out plans for how levy revenues will be invested by March 2028. 
- Detailed design of the levy will be confirmed "over the coming weeks and months," with fuller 
plans due this autumn in a white paper published alongside the Budget and a fiscal devolution 
roadmap. 
- Powers to introduce the levy formally arrive alongside business rates retention from April 2027. 
 
This confirms the direction of travel: an Overnight Visitor Levy is coming to most of England, not 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6a6c7acf0ddb7e4831c62abd/REWIRING_THE_STATE_-_CABINET_STATEMENT.pdf
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just London and a handful of mayoral combined authorities. The design detail, inc. rate caps, 
exemptions, collection mechanism, is still open, which is where PASC UK and other 
Stakeholders influence matters most over the next few months. 
 
Other developments relevant to the sector 
 
- Skills and workforce: Mayors will gain control of the 16–19 education budget and regionally-
shaped technical/vocational pathways from age 14, plus devolved employment support. This will 
reshape how hospitality and tourism apprenticeships and work-experience pipelines are 
commissioned locally. 
- Cultural and visitor attractions funding: The statement floats giving mayors control over funding 
"currently controlled by Arts Council England and Sport England," shifting cultural and sporting 
investment decisions to a regional level. 
- Business rates and local income tax: Councils and strategic authorities will retain more 
business rates from April 2027, with mayors gaining a share of local income tax from April 2028 
— part of a broader shift in how local government (and therefore local business taxation 
pressure) is funded. 
- New mayors: Elections in Cumbria and Cheshire & Warrington are set for May 2027, with a 
further wave of new mayoralties in spring 2028. The government wants a strategic authority, 
mayoral or not, covering the whole of England by the end of 2028. 
 
Timeline at a glance 
 
-Now: Government writing to areas without a strategic authority to confirm mayoral vs. non-
mayoral status 
- Autumn 2026: White paper + fiscal devolution roadmap, published alongside the Budget — 
expected to include Overnight Visitor Levy design detail 
- April 2027: Business rates retention begins; Overnight Visitor Levy powers take effect 
- May 2027: New mayors elected in Cumbria and Cheshire & Warrington 
- By March 2028: Strategic authorities must publish plans for how levy revenue will be spent 
- April 2028: Local income tax retention begins 
- Spring 2028: Further wave of new mayors 
- End 2028: Strategic authority coverage across all of England 
 
PASC UK will be providing Guidance Notes and further supporting papers to help push back and 
at the very least ensure that any holiday taxes do the least damage as possible, and that we, as 
unpaid tax collectors, have a say in how any money is spent. 
 
Holiday taxes are coming for cities, but there is still a long way to go, and time to influence 
decisions in rural and coastal areas.  
 
NEW MEMBERS PAPER: DO I NEED A CCTV POLICY EVEN IF I ONLY HAVE A RING 
DOORBELL?  
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One of the questions we are often asked is whether having CCTV or a Ring doorbell means you need 
to register with the Information Commissioner's Office (ICO) and have a CCTV policy in place. 

The short answer is that it often does – and we have just released a new Members paper to help you 
work out whether you need to have one in place.  

Many owners assume that if they only have a video doorbell, or a single CCTV camera for security, 
they are exempt. In reality, if your cameras capture guests, visitors or members of the public, you are 
processing personal data and data protection rules are likely to apply. 

This is why PASC UK has included a comprehensive CCTV Policy within the Members' Legal Pack. The 
policy explains the practical steps you should take if you use CCTV or a video doorbell at your 
property, including your responsibilities under data protection legislation. 

We recommend that Members read both this paper and our ICO guidance paper to make sure their 
business is compliant. If you are still unsure whether the rules apply to your circumstances, please get 
in touch. The team will be happy to point you in the right direction. Please email us 
at support@pascuk.co.uk with your questions. 

MEMBERS COMPETITION: WIN A £100 B&Q GIFT VOUCHER WHEN YOU JOIN THE 
PASC UK BUYING CLUB 

The PASC UK Buying Club has been running for Members for over 6 years now, and gives access to 
discounts at retailers that many of you use of a regular basis. 

Most popular with our Members continue to be the B&Q/Tradepoint, Screwfix and eSpares (where 
you get all those awkward fridge drawers that Guests seem to be expert a breaking from). These 
discounts can be used for your Business and personal use on everything from some grout all the way 
up to a new kitchen or bathroom.  

mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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The discount from the Buying Club is on top of any seasonal or promotional discounts that the 
retailers offer, so can really add up: 

5% discount: Screwfix 
10% discount: B&Q 
20% discount: eSpares 
10% discount: Currys 

Additional discounts available from providers like Mattisons, Sleepeezee, Gailarde, Star Linen, 
Pattersons, Master Spa’s and more.  

If you’ve been thinking about using this benefit as a Member for a while and haven’t – this is your 
chance to take advantage of the Member offer and a chance to win a £100 B&Q gift card. Simply visit 
the Members area here and follow the link to register for your account. 

Winners will be picked at random and notified on Tuesday 10th February to confirm the delivery 
address. There is no cash alternative. The winner will be notified by PASC UK by email on Tuesday 11th 
August 2026. You need to be PASC UK Member and not currently registered with the Buying Club to be 
eligible.  

 
PASC UK WEBINAR PROGRAME FOR 2026 
 
Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at: 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/  Members only recordings are in the Members area.  
 

We will be announcing a new selection of Webinars shortly for after the summer holidays! 

 
PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND IMPORTANT MEETINGS AHEAD  
 
PASC UK will be present at the following events:  

• 5 September. Reform Conference 
• 16 September. PASC UK Members Meeting – Isle of Wight 
• 19 September. Liberal Democrats Conference 
• 22 September. Tourism Alliance Council Meeting 
• 27 September. Labour Conference 
• 4 October. Conservative Party Conference 
• 11 October. Premier Cottages Conference 
• 24 October. Scale Barcelona 
• 11 November. PASC UK Members Meeting - Cotswolds 

 
SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  
 
There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering sector. 
We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more funds. 
There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying done on 
behalf of the sector.  
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/pasc-uk-buying-club/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/pasc-uk-buying-club/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
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We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and 
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with 
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds 
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.  
 
Membership fees are as follows:  
 

• Single cottage £90 plus VAT  

• 2 – 4 Units £150 plus VAT  

• 5 – 10 Units £235 plus VAT  

• 11 + Units £335 plus VAT  

 
Members get telephone support and priority email support.  
 
You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit 
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  
 
Wishing every one of you all the best. 
 
Best regards 
 
Alistair Handyside MBE 
Executive Chair 
The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK 
www.pascuk.co.uk 
support@pascuk.co.uk 

 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
The content of this newsletter does not constitute legal advice. PASC UK are not legally qualified and make no 
representation or warranty of any kind regarding the completeness, accuracy, adequacy, availability, validity, reliability 
and suitability of the information contained herein. Any reliance you place on such material is therefore strictly at your own 
risk and PASC UK will not be liable for any losses/damages you suffer as a result of your reliance. 
 
If you wish to unsubscribe, please respond saying ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. Thanks  
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk

