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COMMENTARY

| find it staggering how quickly the summer has gone — we are already in September, the holidays
are drawing to a close. The kids are back at school and the Senedd returns from summer Recess on
15t September.

This week also marks the start of Party Conference season and PASC UK Cymru heads to
Birmingham for the Reform UK Conference. Conference season gives us another important
opportunity to get our sector in front of politicians and decision-makers, and to keep making the
case for professional self-catering. We don’t anticipate a separate Reform UK Wales Conference
this autumn so PASC UK Cymru will be represented at the UK Conference.

As you would expect, we provide an update on the all important 182-day campaign with links to the
re-vamped 182 page on our website. We are already now on version 2 of the guidance as we
include some of the excellent feedback you have given us.



Statutory Registration is now less than a month away. The Registration window will be open from 1
October to April 2027. We will have plenty of time to do this but we will be ramping up our
information over the next weeks to help us all get organised in plenty of time. See section below
for more detail. We are also updating this section on the PASC UK website to ensure we have one
place to go for the information.

The Tourism Levy is also becoming a reality in Cardiff as operators will need to consider the levy on
bookings taken from 28 September and the Inaugural Partnership Forum will also take place in
September. | have also included a brief update on other Local Authority Activity.

VAT remains a huge problem for our sector. Certainly as | was out and about over the Bank Holiday
| saw the calls for support for the current “VAT’s the Problem” petition. We really need everyone to
sign it as numbers really matter when we take these arguments back to Government. See below.

You may have seen the coverage around the announcement of the Business Rates Review. Business
Rates itself is not devolved so this does cover Wales, however Wales can vary some of the
treatment of Business Rates. See more below.

Finally, some further tips from our insurance partner on timescales for making a claim.

Kind regards

Nicky and the PASC team
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

1. Please DON’T complete the 182 Day consultation yet.
Version 2 of the ‘Draft’ guidance notes are published so please review these Guidance notes
and share your comments https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2/

2. If you are an operator in Cardiff City Council, please read the Levy section and please contact
me directly on nicky@pascuk.co.uk

3. Sign the ‘VAT’s The Problem’ Petition. You can sign HERE. Website link: HERE.

4. Sign the Welsh Conservative Petition to Reduce 182 to 105 HERE

5. Enter the GoNorthWales Awards — closing date 4 October
https://gonorthwalestourismawards.website/

6. If you are not a PASC Member, please consider joining us. Find out more:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

182 DAY CONSULTATION UPDATE
(PASC UK 182-DAY WEBPAGE)


mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2/
https://www.vatstheproblem.co.uk/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/vats-the-problem/
https://whatplaidsaid.com/scrap-the-182-day-holiday-let-tax-rule
https://gonorthwalestourismawards.website/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2

LET'S GET
ITDOWN

The 182-day page on the PASC UK Website is now up to date and we would refer you there for all
the latest information. You can link directly to this website page HERE
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The website now includes:
o 182-day webpage, bringing the latest information together.
o Draft Consultation Guidance V2, with examples of points owners may wish to consider
when answering the 10 questions. We are not telling anyone what to say.
e The Case for 105, setting out why we believe 105 days is the right threshold.

New this week
Our draft Consultation Guidance is now at Version 2, following some really useful feedback from
owners and Members.

Thank you to everyone who has taken the time to read it and send comments. Please keep them
coming.

We have also published our ‘Why 105?’ paper, setting out the case for a 105-day letting threshold
across the whole of Wales.

e Qur position remains that we need a ‘Whole Sector, Whole Wales’ threshold. This matters even
if you currently believe your property may qualify for one of the proposed exemptions.

e We are also continuing to push for much clearer guidance on Local Authority Discretion,
including how and when it should be used.

e We are still recommending that you do not submit your Consultation response yet.
There is no advantage in responding early. The Consultation does not close until 23 October,
and further detail continues to emerge.


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/pasc-uk-cymru-182-consultation-guidance-for-owners
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/pasc-uk-the-case-for-105
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/pasc-uk-cymru-182-consultation-guidance-for-owners
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/pasc-uk-the-case-for-105/

For now, please read the latest documents on the website, consider how the proposals affect
your own business and keep sending us your feedback.

The website will always have the most up to date versions and the latest information.

STATUTORY REGISTRATION and TOURISM LEVY UPDATES
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isitor Accommodation Registration & Visitor Levy update

STATUTORY REGISTRATION IS LESS THAN A MONTH AWAY

We have been talking about the 1 October launch for months ... now suddenly it is nearly upon us.
PASC UK have worked very closely with the Welsh Revenue Authority (WRA) since inception and
been very much involved in the development of the site and continue to recommend amendments

to ensure it is as effective as possible.

We want the scheme to work for the sector and for the Government and will continue to engage
with the WRA as implementation develops, but as always we will also push back where necessary.

For now, all you need to do is...
Know the dates, start to get your information ready and watch for further PASC UK updates.

We will keep you informed as the final guidance becomes available.

In the meantime, we are also updating the Statutory Registration page on the PASC UK website and
again that will hold all the relevant up to date information and links.

Training and events: Welsh Revenue Authority | GOV.WALES

TOURISM LEVY UPDATES

Anglesey, Gwynedd and Conwy

Following the recent Consultations, we are expecting the consultation results to be completed this
month and will be presented at the Local Authority Cabinet Meetings in September and October
where a decision will be made.

See yesterday’s press piece on Conwy’s recommendation to ‘Press Pause’ on the Levy. To be clear,
this is a recommendation at this stage and not a decision. The decision will be made at the Cabinet
Meeting. Daily Post Article.

We will keep you updated as these progress and when we have more information to share.


https://www.gov.wales/welsh-revenue-authority/training-events#186936
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/press-pause-wales-tourism-tax-34556607

Cardiff

Cardiff - Preparation for the Levy

Cardiff City Council are preparing for implementation of the Levy and will need to start accounting
for the Visitor Levy from 28 September 2026. From this date, Visitor Levy applies to new bookings,
and to extra nights or visitors added to existing bookings, for any stays from 1 April 2027.

By 28 September, you should know which levy rate applies to your accommodation. You should also
review your record-keeping process so you can capture the number of visitors and nights for each
booking. This will help you calculate, file and pay the correct amount of levy.

The WRA have produced some guidance to help:
- 10 steps to get ready for Visitor Levy which walks you through what you need to know and
do before 28 September.
- Detailed guidance for visitor accommodation providers.

Cardiff Council and the Welsh Revenue Authority (WRA) are also hosting sessions in September to
help you get ready.
These sessions will cover:

e an overview of what the Visitor Levy means for your business

e practical guidance on what you need to do to prepare

e answers to your questions from WRA experts

Training and events: Welsh Revenue Authority | GOV.WALES

Wednesday 9 September 2026 at Cardiff Castle, 11am to 1pm (Eventbrite)
Thursday 10 September 2026, on-line 6pm to 7pm (Eventbrite)

Watch our previous webinar from 17 July 2026 (YouTube)

You can sign up here for future updates.

Cardiff - Visitor Levy Partnership Forum
Cardiff Council are also in the process of setting up their Levy Partnership Forum. As you know the
intention is that the funds will be ringfenced for Tourism related projects.

It is important that the views of any operators within Cardiff Council have their say on this spend
and | would therefore ask you to contact me directly if your business is within Cardiff Council
(nicky@pascuk.co.uk).

Powys — Tourism Levy Consultation

Last week Powys launched a (pre-)consultation into whether it should adopt the Visitor Levy, stating
the Council have “agreed a cautious approach: not to implement a levy at this stage. Instead, we are
carrying out this engagement to gather views which will be reported back to Cabinet and full council
to help shape what happens next.”

We will be providing guidance notes on this. The survey closes on 30 September 2026.
You have to register in advance and the survey takes around 10 minutes to complete. More details
can be found here: https://www.haveyoursaypowys.wales/visitor-levy



https://www.gov.wales/get-ready-visitor-levy-quick-guide
https://www.gov.wales/visitor-levy-for-visitor-accommodation-providers-technical-guidance-html
https://www.gov.wales/welsh-revenue-authority/training-events#186936
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/visitor-levy-cardiff-get-ready-ardoll-ymwelwyr-caerdydd-paratowch-tickets-1992926995291?aff=oddtdtcreator&keep_tld=true
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/visitor-levy-cardiff-get-ready-ardoll-ymwelwyr-caerdydd-paratowch-tickets-1992824415472?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SV56kYjxIqo
https://registervisitoraccommodation.service.gov.wales/email-signup
https://www.haveyoursaypowys.wales/visitor-levy

VAT’S THE PROBLEM, PLEASE SIGN THE PETITION

PROBLEN:

10% is fair for hospitality

The VAT’s the Problem petition has reached an incredible 357000 as of this morning. Please if you
have not already, sign it, and get as many of your friends and colleagues to sign it too.

A reduction in Hospitality VAT would be a significant boost to all readers of this newsletter,
regardless of whether you are a VAT charging Business or not. A national lower rate of Vat would
boost consumer confidence and boost business for us all, just as it did post Covid.

You can sign HERE.

More on the updated page on the website HERE.

BUSINESS RATES REVIEW ANNOUNCEMENT

Last week, HM Treasury announced an independent review of the way pubs and hotels are

valued for business rates, following significant increases in rateable values at the 2026

revaluation. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/treasury-to-call-time-on-uncertainty-for-pubs-
and-hotels The review closes on the 16 October 2026.

There is also a parallel Call for Evidence has also to hear directly from landlords, hoteliers and
business owners.
https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/valuation-methodology-review-for-pubs-and-
hotels This also closes on the 16 October 2026.

PASC UK are already part of the HMRC Panel on Pre-List Non Domestic Rates discussions.

PASC UK is particularly concerned that self-catering, especially the larger businesses, mostly holiday
complexes and larger properties that pay Business Rates as they do not benefit from Small Business
Rates Relief and have already faced significant increases in Business Rates Bills over the last two
Budgets.


https://www.vatstheproblem.co.uk/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/vats-the-problem/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/treasury-to-call-time-on-uncertainty-for-pubs-and-hotels
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/treasury-to-call-time-on-uncertainty-for-pubs-and-hotels
https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/valuation-methodology-review-for-pubs-and-hotels
https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/valuation-methodology-review-for-pubs-and-hotels

PASC UK will be providing affected Members with Guidance on how to respond to both the Review,
and the Call for Evidence.

What does this mean for Wales?
The Review is also relevant to businesses in Wales.

Business Rates itself is not devolved so the above is applicable to Wales also, but the Welsh
Government can vary some of the treatment of Business Rates through its own budget decisions
within the same framework. For example, the thresholds for SBRR are very different in Wales and
England and the business rates multiplier is applied differently.

We will therefore also need to consider this in the context of the Welsh Government Budget 2027-
28. There is also an active consultation on the Welsh Government Budget and PASC UK Cymru has
been invited to respond. We will be making sure the pressures facing professional self-catering
businesses in Wales are also fed directly into that process.

INSURANCE TIP — DON’T LEAVE IT TOO LATE TO CLAIM!

Most insurance policies will require you to report claims NOW or within a certain time period.

Incidents to be reported now are those which are, or could be, public liability and employers’ liability
claims. The reason for this is that injury claims can be very expensive, and may require urgent
investigation whilst the circumstances remain clear in the memory of you and any witnesses, and the
location can be photographed and / or visited by the insurer.

Damage claims, such as buildings and contents, will usually have a time limit. This is so that the
damage does not becomes worse whilst deterioration sets in, contractors’ costs may increase, and to
minimise any potential loss of income.

However, there is a fine line on most damage claims as to whether this is attritional damage, and will
not be financially worthwhile claiming. Most damage claims will have an excess which will be
deducted from the claim payment, and if you make a claim (or, even with some insurers hint at a
claim) your premium will increase.

As an example, escape of water always looks worse immediately after it has happened. There is
always an excess of at least £500.00 for escape of water. Once you have an idea of the cost discuss
with your Insurance Broker if it is likely to be financially sensible to claim — the so-called ‘cost to
claim’. This takes into account your excess and the likely increase in premium at next renewal.

All claims should be reported to your Insurance Broker so that you can receive immediate advice. The
usual questions are ‘when’, ‘where’ and ‘may we have photographs’? For certain types of loss of
income claim it is necessary to report the circumstances to the Local Authority; your Insurance Broker,
being familiar with the policy wording, will let you know.

Clearly, with a catastrophe there is no question as to a claim being made and, providing it is covered
under the policy, your Insurance Broker will report the claim on your behalf. It's what we do all day,
every day.



Some insurers are more generous than others with late reported claims. If there is a good reason
for the delay explain why. Your Insurance Broker is there to help you, but what they do not know
about they cannot assist.

David J Morris ACII
Chartered Insurance Broker

J L Morris (Insurance Brokers) Limited

01202 642840 / info@jlmorris.co.uk / www.selfcateringinsurance.co.uk

DATES FOR THE DIARY

e 5 September. Reform UK Conference, Birmingham
e 17 September. Cardiff Council Levy Partnership Forum
e 25 September Consultation Deadline for Welsh Govt Budget 2027-2028,
e 30 September. Powys Tourism Levy Consultation Closing Date
e 1 October WRA National Registration Launch
Training and events: Welsh Revenue Authority | GOV.WALES
e 2-3 October. Plaid Cymru Conference, Llandudno
e 4 October — Closing date for GoNorthWales Award nominations
e 14 October. Consultation Deadline for Rural Proofing.
e 23 October — 182 day Consultation Closes
e 24 October. Scale, Barcelona
e 29 October — Visit Pembrokeshire Awards
e 19 November — GoNorthWales Award Ceremony, Llandudno

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

® 182-day consultation Update Webinar PASC UK Cymru

IN THE MEDIA

Daily Post: Conwy Council recommendation to ‘Press Pause’ on the Tourism Levy.
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/press-pause-wales-tourism-tax-34556607

Business News Wales, Nicky discusses how the 182 replacement must be right
Senedd Sources podcast Alistair Handyside and Nicky Williamson discuss next steps

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering
sector. We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more


mailto:info@jlmorris.co.uk
http://www.selfcateringinsurance.co.uk/
https://www.gov.wales/welsh-revenue-authority/training-events#186936
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/press-pause-wales-tourism-tax-34556607
https://businessnewswales.com/plaid-cymru-must-get-the-182-day-replacement-right/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/5XRDCOZGAvic3sHYnU4jR2?utm_source=chatgpt.com

funds. There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying
done on behalf of the sector.

We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.

Membership fees are as follows:

e Single cottage £90 plus VAT
e 2 —4 Units £150 plus VAT

e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT

Members get telephone support and priority email support.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

Cangen Cymru V4§ Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business policies, and if necessary,
consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on
a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social media. There
appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very few. To that end, any information
you get from any source should be double checked. We will always try and put the actual link to the information in the
newsletters so that you can read and assess yourselves.


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

