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PASC UK WALES NEWSLETTER 
10 September 2026 

 
 
Today’s update includes: 
 

• Commentary 

• What we need from you this week 

• PASC UK at the Reform UK Conference  

• 182 Day Update and links to documents 

• Tourism Levy Latest updates – Cardiff 

• VAT on Electricity reduction! 

• New Members’ Paper: What do you need to Know About Hampers in Holiday Lets? 

• VAT’s the Problem Update 

• Dates For The Diary 

• In The Media 

• Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK Cymru 

• Disclaimer 
 

 
COMMENTARY 
 
Party Conference season is now upon us and we headed to Birmingham last week for the Reform 

UK National Conference.   Unlike many Welsh parties they do not have a scheduled Wales 

Conference so this was our opportunity to meet with the Reform UK Wales MSes … and that we did. 
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Westminster are now back from Summer Recess so we were delighted to meet up with Ann Davies 

MP, who is the Plaid Cymru MP for Caerfyrddin (Carmarthen), pictured below with Alistair. 

 

 
 

 

We have scheduled 2 x Wales Meetings next week – 16 September – this is to update you on the 

latest information on the 182 consultation as well as the developments in other Wales policies – 

Tourism Levy, Registration, Licensing etc.  There will be a meeting for all including non-members 

and a meeting exclusively for our Members. 

 

Members Meeting: 

Date: Wednesday September 16th 2026 

Time: 10:30 

Register HERE. 

 

Non-Members Meeting: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/ikD66DpQTxC8ab9gnkLzEA
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Date: Wednesday September 16th 2026 

Time: 14;00 

Register HERE. 

 

We have been updating the pages on the PASC website.  So far, 182, Statutory Registration, Tourism 

Levy have been updated and Statutory Licensing is well underway.  These will give you some of the 

history of the journey PASC UK have been on to get to this point along with the most up to date 

information.  We will continue to update these pages to ensure they are the single source of truth. 

Statutory Registration will soon be live – 1 October – so we are gearing up on this.  There is a new 

PASC UK Cymru Registration FAQ paper which provides the latest information.   The only thing to do 

for now is ensure you have a GOV.UK One Login and start to gather the information you need. 

 

On the Tourism Levy, Conwy, Anglesey, Gwynedd – dialogue and decisions on whether these will go 

ahead are expected. We will keep you informed as these develop. 

 

On the Levy in Cardiff – 2 key updates – next week we head to Cardiff to join the first Partnership 

Forum – This is where decisions are taken on how the levy monies will be spent.  If you operate in 

Cardiff City Council, please contact me directly ahead of 17th September. 

 

Secondly in Cardiff, as we prepare for implementation next April, you will need to start factoring in 

the Levy in your bookings from September.  Please ensure you are informed and ready for this.  

There are WRA sessions planned which will help you stay ahead of your obligations. 

 

 

Kind regards 

 
Nicky and the PASC team 
PASC UK – Wales Branch  
nicky@pascuk.co.uk  
 

 

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK? 
 

1. Register for one of the PASC UK Cymru Meetings– 16 September 
 
Members Meeting: 
Date: Wednesday September 16th 2026 
Time: 10:30 
Register HERE. 
 
Non-Members Meeting: 
Date: Wednesday September 16th 2026 
Time: 14;00 
Register HERE. 
 

2. Please DON’T complete the 182 Day consultation yet. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/5017882697176/WN_L4J_gYr5SeaJWOePJ2jQ_w
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/ikD66DpQTxC8ab9gnkLzEA
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/5017882697176/WN_L4J_gYr5SeaJWOePJ2jQ_w
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Version 2 of the ‘Draft’ guidance notes are published so please review these Guidance notes 
and share your comments https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2/ 

3. If you are an operator in Cardiff City Council, please contact me directly on nicky@pascuk.co.uk 
4. Sign the ‘VAT’s The Problem’ Petition. You can sign HERE. Website link: HERE.  
5. Sign the Welsh Conservative Petition to Reduce 182 to 105 HERE   
6. Enter the GoNorthWales Awards – closing date 4 October 

https://gonorthwalestourismawards.website/  
7. If you are not a PASC Member, please consider joining us. Find out more: 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  
 

 

PASC UK REFORM CONFERENCE 
 
Last week, the PASC UK team headed to Birmingham for the Reform UK Conference.  There is no 
plan for a separate Wales conference for Reform UK Wales so we headed to Birmingham for their 
National Conference.  Reform UK have 34 MSes in Wales and only 8 UK MPs so there was a strong 
emphasis for us to engage with party’s growing Welsh operation ensuring tourism remains firmly on 
the agenda. 
 

  
 
We spoke with Reform Members of the Senedd and Welsh representatives including Laura Anne 
Jones, Sarah Cooper-Lessard, Jason O’Connell, Andrew Griffin, Helen Jenner, Sarah Edwards, Gareth 
Beer, Tom Montgomery, Dan Thomas, Louise Emery and Iain MacIntosh. 
 
The 182-day threshold and Visitor Levy were inevitably high on the agenda. There was broad 
support for bringing the threshold down substantially and a clear recognition that Welsh tourism 
businesses have been through an exceptionally difficult few years. 
 
Importantly, the conversations went beyond simply recognising the problems. There was a real 
appetite to understand what needs to change to rebuild confidence, encourage investment and give 
tourism businesses the opportunity to grow again.  This was discussed particularly during the Fringe 
session on the British Staycation. 
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2/
https://www.vatstheproblem.co.uk/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/vats-the-problem/
https://whatplaidsaid.com/scrap-the-182-day-holiday-let-tax-rule
https://gonorthwalestourismawards.website/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
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Laura Anne Jones who is the Shadow Minister for Rural Affairs was particularly keen to work with us 
on ‘rural proofing’ – something we believe is increasingly important when policies designed 
nationally can have very different consequences for rural and coastal communities. 
 
Several representatives also want to meet operators directly. We will be following this up over the 
coming months because there is no substitute for politicians hearing first-hand from the businesses 
affected by policy decisions. 
 
We also caught up with colleagues from across the wider industry, including the TaxPayers’ Alliance, 
Propertymark, Airbnb and UKHospitality – another useful opportunity to compare notes and build 
support around the wider challenges facing tourism and hospitality. 

 
182 DAY CONSULTATION UPDATE  
(PASC UK 182-DAY WEBPAGE LINK) 
 

The 182-day page on the PASC UK Website is now up to date and we would refer you there for all 
the latest information.  You can link directly to this website page HERE 
 
The website now includes: 

• 182-day webpage, bringing the latest information together. 
• Draft Consultation Guidance V2, with examples of points owners may wish to consider 

when answering the 10 questions. We are not telling anyone what to say. 
• The Case for 105, setting out why we believe 105 days is the right threshold. 

 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2
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New this week: Consultation Guidance for Employees, Contractors and Suppliers. 
 
Our holiday let businesses are supported by incredibly important teams who enable the guest 
experience.  They in turn rely on the holiday lets to be there for their jobs and their business.  As the 
182 day threshold is framed as identifying how holiday let businesses contribute to their 
communities, it is really important that we capture this contribution within the consultation.  
We are just finalising a guidance paper for employees, contractors and suppliers.  This will be 
available through the 182 page later this week. 
 
As we head back to the Senedd next week after the Summer Recess, we expect to see more 
interaction on the 182 Consultation and will update the resources and keep you updated trough this 
newsletter and the website. 
 
As a reminder, the 182 page will always be the source of the most up to date versions of our papers. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

STATUTORY REGISTRATION and TOURISM LEVY UPDATES 
 

 
 
Training and events: Welsh Revenue Authority | GOV.WALES 
 

Cardiff Tourism Levy 
 

Cardiff - Preparation for the Levy 
Cardiff City Council are preparing for implementation of the Levy and will need to start accounting 
for the Visitor Levy from 28 September 2026.   From this date, Visitor Levy applies to new bookings, 
and to extra nights or visitors added to existing bookings, for any stays from 1 April 2027.  
  
By 28 September, you should know which levy rate applies to your accommodation. You should also 
review your record-keeping process so you can capture the number of visitors and nights for each 
booking. This will help you calculate, file and pay the correct amount of levy.  
  

https://www.gov.wales/welsh-revenue-authority/training-events#186936
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/pasc-uk-cymru-182-consultation-guidance-for-owners
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/pasc-uk-the-case-for-105/
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The WRA have produced some guidance to help: 
- 10 steps to get ready for Visitor Levy which walks you through what you need to know and 

do before 28 September.   
- Detailed guidance for visitor accommodation providers.   

  
Cardiff Council and the Welsh Revenue Authority (WRA) are also hosting sessions in September to 
help you get ready.  
These sessions will cover:  

• an overview of what the Visitor Levy means for your business  
• practical guidance on what you need to do to prepare  
• answers to your questions from WRA experts  

  
 Training and events: Welsh Revenue Authority | GOV.WALES 
Wednesday 9 September 2026 at Cardiff Castle, 11am to 1pm (Eventbrite)   
Thursday 10 September 2026, on-line 6pm to 7pm (Eventbrite)   
Watch our previous webinar from 17 July 2026 (YouTube)  
 
You can sign up here for future updates.  
 

Cardiff - Visitor Levy Partnership Forum 
Cardiff Council are also in the process of setting up their Levy Partnership Forum.  As you know the 
intention is that the funds will be ringfenced for Tourism related projects. 
 
It is important that the views of any operators within Cardiff Council have their say on this spend 
and I would therefore ask you to contact me directly if your business is within Cardiff Council 
(nicky@pascuk.co.uk). 
 

Powys – Tourism Levy Consultation 
Last week Powys launched a (pre-)consultation into whether it should adopt the Visitor Levy, stating 
the Council have “agreed a cautious approach: not to implement a levy at this stage. Instead, we are 
carrying out this engagement to gather views which will be reported back to Cabinet and full council 
to help shape what happens next.” 
 
We will be providing guidance notes on this.  The survey closes on 30 September 2026.  
You have to register in advance and the survey takes around 10 minutes to complete.  More details 
can be found here: https://www.haveyoursaypowys.wales/visitor-levy 

 
VAT ON ELECTRICITY REDUCTION! 
 
Some good news for self-catering! 
 
From 1 October 2026, the zero rating of VAT on qualifying domestic electricity does apply to self-
catering holiday accommodation – please note this means supply from 1st October, so you should 
expect to see this reflected on your bills from the end of October. 
 
Please check your electricity bills when they come in and make sure your supplier has applied the 
new VAT treatment correctly. 
 
The legislation spells it out: 

https://www.gov.wales/get-ready-visitor-levy-quick-guide
https://www.gov.wales/visitor-levy-for-visitor-accommodation-providers-technical-guidance-html
https://www.gov.wales/welsh-revenue-authority/training-events#186936
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/visitor-levy-cardiff-get-ready-ardoll-ymwelwyr-caerdydd-paratowch-tickets-1992926995291?aff=oddtdtcreator&keep_tld=true
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/visitor-levy-cardiff-get-ready-ardoll-ymwelwyr-caerdydd-paratowch-tickets-1992824415472?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SV56kYjxIqo
https://registervisitoraccommodation.service.gov.wales/email-signup
https://www.haveyoursaypowys.wales/visitor-levy


 8 

 
Under the section “Other supplies that are for domestic use”, electricity is treated as being for 
domestic use where it is supplied for use in: 
“(c) self-catering holiday accommodation” 
It really could not be much clearer. 
 
There are also rules covering mixed qualifying and non-qualifying use, including the 60% test, so 
businesses with more complicated supply arrangements should check how those rules apply to 
them. 
 
But the headline for our sector is very welcome: 

Self-catering holiday accommodation is specifically included. 

The change takes effect from 1 October 2026. 

Check your bills. 
 
Please share this with other self-catering owners. There will inevitably be suppliers and billing 
systems that need reminding! 
 
Full legislation can be found here: 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2026/987/made/data.htm 

 
NEW MEMBERS PAPER: WHAT DO YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT HAMPERS IN 
HOLIDAY LETS? 
 

 

A welcome hamper can be a really lovely addition to your Guests experience, and a great way to 
show case local suppliers and producers. But there are rules to think about, and some of them are 
easily missed. 

We have produced a new PASC UK Members Paper: Hampers in Holiday Lets - What You Need to 
Know. 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2026/987/made/data.htm?fbclid=IwcGRvZgFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEe1bWUU5b0cbv4Fabi_Jjj7qHoCUQVH4ch9yXaA9uG33ArZdq8tpn87uEOeEM_aem_n9lfGdBJ0Q4Kg0iA9njQuA
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One of the biggest questions we see is on alcohol. If you put a complimentary bottle of wine in the 
property, is it really "free", or could it be regarded as being supplied as part of the price paid for the 
accommodation? That distinction matters when considering alcohol licensing. 

Then there are allergies. Natasha's Law changed the requirements around allergen labelling for 
certain foods that are prepacked for direct sale, and owners need to understand when those rules 
may come into play. 

The new paper covers: 

• Alcohol and when licensing needs to be considered. 
• Why "complimentary" does not necessarily mean "free". 
• Natasha's Law and allergen considerations. 
• Suggestions for lower-risk hamper items. 
• Things to think about when using homemade or locally produced food. 
• A practical checklist for you or your cleaning team to use each time you put a hamper out. 

None of this means you need to stop providing a welcome hamper, it does mean you should know 
what you are putting in it, where it came from and what information your guests may need. 

A little thought at changeover can avoid a much bigger headache later. 

Members can download the new Hampers in Holiday Lets Paper from the PASC UK Members Area 
HERE. 

VAT’S THE PROBLEM UPDATE 
 
The petition has now reached 365,000. So once again, if you haven’t signed it, please do, it would 
generate a great boost to all of hospitality. 
 
You can sign the petition HERE.  
 
We have also created a free downloadable poster that you can place in your digital guides, guest 
books, reception areas and notice boards. 
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/your-membership-account/account/member-reports/
https://www.vatstheproblem.co.uk/
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It has a QR code included to make it easy for our guest to participate, after all they would be real 
beneficiaries of such a reduction. 
 
You can download free copies HERE.  

 
DATES FOR THE DIARY 

• 16 September – PASC UK Cymru Meetings – members and non-members: 

• Members Meeting: 

Date: Wednesday September 16th 2026 

Time: 10:30 

Register HERE. 

 

• Non-Members Meeting: 

Date: Wednesday September 16th 2026 

Time: 14;00 

Register HERE. 

• 17 September. Cardiff Council Levy Partnership Forum 

• 25 September Consultation Deadline for Welsh Govt Budget 2027-2028,  

• 30 September. Powys Tourism Levy Consultation Closing Date 

• 1 October WRA National Registration Launch 
Training and events: Welsh Revenue Authority | GOV.WALES 

• 2-3 October. Plaid Cymru Conference, Llandudno 

• 4 October – Closing date for GoNorthWales Award nominations 

• 14 October. Consultation Deadline for Rural Proofing.   

• 23 October – 182 day Consultation Closes 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/vats-the-problem/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/ikD66DpQTxC8ab9gnkLzEA
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/5017882697176/WN_L4J_gYr5SeaJWOePJ2jQ_w
https://www.gov.wales/welsh-revenue-authority/training-events#186936
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• 24 October. Scale, Barcelona 

• 29 October – Visit Pembrokeshire Awards 

• 19 November – GoNorthWales Award Ceremony, Llandudno 
 

 

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:  

Available here:    https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ 

• 182-day consultation Update Webinar PASC UK Cymru  

 

IN THE MEDIA 
 
Daily Post: Conwy Council recommendation to ‘Press Pause’ on the Tourism Levy. 
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/press-pause-wales-tourism-tax-34556607  
 
Business News Wales,  Nicky discusses how the 182 replacement must be right 
Senedd Sources podcast  Alistair Handyside and Nicky Williamson discuss next steps  
 
 
 

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  
 
There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering 
sector. We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more 
funds. There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying 
done on behalf of the sector.  
 
We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and 
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with 
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds 
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.  
 
Membership fees are as follows:  
 

• Single cottage £90 plus VAT  

• 2 – 4 Units £150 plus VAT  

• 5 – 10 Units £235 plus VAT  

• 11 + Units £335 plus VAT  

Members get telephone support and priority email support.  
 
You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit 
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/press-pause-wales-tourism-tax-34556607
https://businessnewswales.com/plaid-cymru-must-get-the-182-day-replacement-right/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/5XRDCOZGAvic3sHYnU4jR2?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
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DISCLAIMER 

 

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business policies, and if necessary, 

consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on 

a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’. 

 

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social media. There 

appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very few. To that end, any information 

you get from any source should be double checked. We will always try and put the actual link to the information in the 

newsletters so that you can read and assess yourselves.  

 


