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PASC UK WALES NEWSLETTER 
17 September 2026 

 
 
Today’s update includes: 
 

• Commentary 

• What we need from you this week 

• Business Rates Support for Hospitality 

• 182 Day Consultation Update 

• Powys Council Tourism Levy Consultation – Closes 30 September 

• Statutory Registration in Wales 

• VAT Reduction for Hospitality Update 

• ZEAL Tax – Self-Assessment Tax Return Guidance 

• Dates For The Diary 

• In The Media 

• Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK Cymru 

• Disclaimer 
 

 
COMMENTARY 
 
Well, the Senedd certainly didn’t ease itself gently back into business after the summer recess.  

Within little more than a day, Welsh politics had already produced an announcement on Business 

Rates support, a leadership resignation and a defection between parties. 

 

Reform UK Wales leader Dan Thomas MS stood down and on the same day, Reform UK MS Sarah 

Cooper-Lesadd left the party and joined Plaid Cymru.  Llyr Powell, who is Chief Whip for the Party 

told BBC Wales Breakfast he hoped a new leader would be appointed by the end of the month. 

 

Back to Hospitality and Tourism and on the same day the Welsh Government announced 

permanent business rates support for part of the sector.  Hotels, guest houses and hostels are 

included.  Self-catering is not.  We think this is a significant missed opportunity and are sharing our 

reasons for this directly with Government.   

Can we please ask you to share your situation and how this decision affects you – what would it 

mean to you if you were included.  
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We continue to push forward on the 182 consultation.   

We ran two update calls yesterday. If you missed the calls, the recordings are available to listen to 

on the PASC UK Website – details below. 

Also please save the date – 13 & 14 October for 2x in-person meetings in Wales.  These dates 

literally freed up in our diaries yesterday evening, so we have jumped on them to meet as many of 

you as possible in Wales with the key intention to help with the consultation… and more.   More 

details will follow. 

 

We are eagerly awaiting decisions on the Tourism Levy from Conwy, Anglesey and Gwynedd.  We 

understand Conwy and Gwynedd will discuss at their Cabinet meetings next week (24 Sept).  We 

don’t have a confirmed date for Anglesey yet but understand it is also imminent. 

 

As you read this, PASC UK Cymru will be en route back from the first Levy Partnership Forum in 

Cardiff.  I would really appreciate input on an on-going basis from anyone running self-catering 

businesses in Cardiff or the surrounding areas, who may be impacted by Tourism into Cardiff.  I am 

on the Partnership to represent the sector so I am in a position to share your views directly with the 

Forum. 

 

Just a quick note also on the Tourism Tax in England.  You may have seen in the Media that there 

was an announcement by the Westminster Government on Thursday 10 September that all Mayoral 

and Foundation Strategic Authorities would be able to introduce an Overnight Visitor Levy (OVL) 

across England.  We cover this in detail in the General PASC Newsletter.  This is completely 

separate to the Welsh Tourism Tax, although we have of course, been sharing the ‘learnings’ from 

Wales.  This is a priority for PASC UK in England and we will continue to advocate against the harm 

that we believe levies such as this do to rural and coastal visitor economies. 

 

Finally, I quick note on Tax Returns.  This year will be the first year we will really see the effects of 

the abolition of FHL.  So Zeal Tax have produced a guide and they will be running a joint webinar 

dedicated to this.   

 

Just on a personal note, Zeal Tax worked with me on my own Capital Allowances and I can’t praise 

them enough.  Not only did their work mean I would not be paying tax on my self-catering income 

for many years to come, but their service was incredibly quick and efficient.  Most of all - for 

someone who is always short of time … I found the process really easy!   

 

Kind regards 

 
Nicky and the PASC team 
PASC UK – Wales Branch  
nicky@pascuk.co.uk  
 

 

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK? 

mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
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1. Business Rates Discount – send in your impact study demonstrating why self-catering should be 

included in the 30% Business Rates discount. Send to nicky@pascuk.co.uk.  (ASAP please). 
2. Listen to the PASC UK 182 Update Calls – 16 September 
3. Please start to prepare for the 182 Day consultation yet. 

Version 2 of the ‘Draft’ guidance notes are published so please review these Guidance notes 
and share your comments https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2/ 

4. If you are an operator in Cardiff City Council, please contact me directly on nicky@pascuk.co.uk 
5. Sign the ‘VAT’s The Problem’ Petition. You can sign HERE. Website link: HERE.  
6. Sign the Welsh Conservative Petition to Reduce 182 to 105 HERE   
7. Enter the GoNorthWales Awards – closing date 4 October 

https://gonorthwalestourismawards.website/  
8. If you are not a PASC Member, please consider joining us. Find out more: 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  
 

 

BUSINESS RATES SUPPORT FOR HOSPITALITY 
 
Hospitality welcomed news from Welsh Government on Business Rates, but once again there is a 
sting in the tail for self-catering.  It is positive news for our partners in the visitor economy as hotels, 
guest houses and hostels are included, but not self-catering. 
 
We think that is a missed opportunity and another example of self-catering being treated differently 
from the wider accommodation sector. 
 
Our guests spend in the same pubs, shops and attractions. We support the same local jobs and 
communities.  So why draw the line around self-catering?  
 
If this 30% discount would help you, can you please send in a brief account of the impact it would 
have.  Outlining your recent increase in rateable value, what that mean in terms of what you pay 
and therefore the impact of a 30% discount on your business.   
Of course also please include the ‘personal impact’ and the pressure you are already under along 
with any data you have on how many guests you are welcoming to the local area and/or 
economic contribution. 
Sorry but we need this as soon as possible to try to effect change before the details are finalised – 
no need to be beautifully crafted, just the facts on an email or a data based ‘rant’ will suffice. 
Send to nicky@pascuk.co.uk 
 
We have already been in touch with Welsh Government directly on this and are making the case for 
our sector to be included.  We thought the new approach to supporting the sector had got off to a 
positive start but are disappointed by this omission. 
 
We will keep you posted of any progress. 
 
You can read the press release HERE. And the full Oral Statement in the Senedd is available HERE. 
 
 

 
182 DAY CONSULTATION UPDATE  

mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2/
https://www.vatstheproblem.co.uk/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/vats-the-problem/
https://whatplaidsaid.com/scrap-the-182-day-holiday-let-tax-rule
https://gonorthwalestourismawards.website/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
https://www.gov.wales/30-percent-business-rates-cut-for-high-street-hospitality-and-leisure-venues
https://www.gov.wales/oral-statement-rebalancing-non-domestic-rates-system
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(PASC UK 182-DAY WEBPAGE LINK) 
 

 
We ran 2 webinars for members and for non-members this week where we were able to talk freely 
about the consultation and answer may of your excellent questions.  Both are recorded and are 
available on the PASC UK website. 
 
Save the Date:  
We are scheduling 2 in-person meetings on 13 & 14 October.   
These dates have freed up in our diaries so have jumped on them to meet as many of you as 
possible in Wales with the key intention to help with the consultation.  
As you know Wales’ geographical logistics mean this will likely be one North and one South.   We 
will also open these up to non-members in an effort to get as many as possible behind the 
consultation.   
Obviously more info will follow but we hope to see as many of you as possible. 
 
The 182-day page on the PASC UK Website is where you will find all the most up to date documents.  
You can link directly to this website page HERE 
 
The website now includes: 

• 182-day webpage, bringing the latest information together. 
• Draft Consultation Guidance for owners V2, with examples of points owners may wish to 

consider when answering the 10 questions. We are not telling anyone what to say. 
• Consultation Guidance for Employees, Contractors and Suppliers.  
• “The Case for 105”, setting out why we believe 105 days is the right threshold. 

 
We continue to be very active behind the scenes, the conversations continue daily with politicians, 
officials and other stakeholders and we never stop putting forward your case and helping to brief 
yourselves and others who are doing the same. 
 
As a reminder, the 182 page will always be the source of the most up to date versions of our papers. 
 
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2
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POWYS – TOURISM LEVY CONSULTATION 
 
Powys’ (pre-)consultation into whether it should adopt the Visitor Levy closes on 30 September 
2026. 
 
You have to register in advance and the survey takes around 10 minutes to complete.  More details 
can be found here: https://www.haveyoursaypowys.wales/visitor-levy 

 
In their announcement they state that the Council have “agreed a cautious approach: not to 
implement a levy at this stage. Instead, we are carrying out this engagement to gather views which 
will be reported back to Cabinet and full council to help shape what happens next.” 
 
Some people have said that they have had trouble accessing the survey. We are advised that that is 
now resolved. 
 

STATUTORY REGISTRATION IN WALES 
 
Statutory Registration will be a legal requirement in Wales.  Anyone offering paid overnight 
accommodation for even a single night, will be required to register.  They scheme opens on 1 
October, which is now only a couple of weeks away. 
 
We have plenty of time as the deadline is 31 March 2027.  There will be plenty of support available.   
 
We are sharing this week a short PASC UK Cymru FAQ sheet which will answer the key questions 
Members are asking about Statutory Registration in Wales. 
 

 

https://www.haveyoursaypowys.wales/visitor-levy
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/pasc-uk-cymru-182-consultation-guidance-for-owners
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/pasc-uk-the-case-for-105/
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Registration is the first phase of the Welsh Government’s wider scheme for visitor accommodation. 
It will require accommodation providers to register and will give Government details of who is 
operating, where they operate and how they operate. 
 
Our new FAQ paper cuts through the noise and sets out what owners need to know, what we know 
so far, and the questions that still need answers. 
 
Registration in Wales opens on 1st October 2026, with a 6-month window to complete the free 
registration process. If you have property in Wales, you will need to have completed this by 31st 
March 2027. 
 
Members can download the paper HERE. 
 
Non Members can download the paper HERE. 
 
 
VAT REDUCTION ON HOSPITALITY 
 
Another priority for PASC UK is the Call for a Reduction on VAT.  As a Westminster taxation, this 
tends to be handled more by the PASC UK team, but that doesn’t mean it isn’t also raised in every 
MS meeting we have in Wales too.  So I thought it worth a quick update this week.  
 
PASC UK strongly supports the call to reduce VAT from 20% to 10% for hospitality. Cutting VAT 
would improve the competitiveness of British holidays. 
 
This week More than 800 hospitality businesses, alongside leading chefs including Tom Kerridge, 
Angela Hartnett and Heston Blumenthal, have written to Prime Minister Andy Burnham urging him 
to follow through on his previous support for reducing hospitality VAT from 20% to 10%. 
 
 

Vat’s The Problem Campaign 
 
The petition has now reached 375,000. So once again, if you haven’t signed it, please do, it would 
generate a great boost to all of hospitality. 
 
You can sign the petition HERE.  
 
We have also created a free downloadable poster that you can place in your digital guides, guest 
books, reception areas and notice boards. 
 

https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfwMGwe5nEsj6rBDvaM5FhJ/XdlL9ODMEVnk
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfyFGT9Olo7B9DV25wqrzdp/Lbi8jyI2_Fpp
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsHKgVS4xeoscD1dSZb3p3/82GTqRctN7HY
https://www.vatstheproblem.co.uk/
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It has a QR code included to make it easy for our guest to participate, after all they would be real 
beneficiaries of such a reduction. 
 
You can download free copies HERE.  

 

ZEAL TAX GUIDE: YOUR 2025/26 TAX RETURN 

The abolition of the Furnished Holiday Lettings (FHL) tax regime is now very real, and owners 
completing their 2025/26 tax return will see the difference. 
 
Our partners at Zeal Tax have produced a useful guide explaining what has changed and what 
owners need to look out for. 
 
The old FHL section has disappeared from the Self-Assessment tax return. Short-term letting income 
and expenses now sit within the single UK Property section alongside other property letting income. 
 
There are some important changes around expenses too. 
 
New furniture, equipment and embedded fixtures no longer qualify for capital allowances under the 
old FHL rules, and finance costs such as mortgage interest are no longer deducted when calculating 
taxable profits. Instead, Zeal explains that a 20% tax reducer applies to qualifying finance costs. 
 
There is some better news. 
 
Unused FHL losses or capital allowance pools can still be available to offset against rental profits, 
and this can now include profits from long-term lets. 
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/vats-the-problem/
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The deadline for submitting the 2025/26 online tax return is 31 January 2027. If you haven’t yet 
checked if you’ve got unclaimed Capital Allowances, we can’t emphasise enough that the clock is 
ticking on your ability to claim these. If you want to check where you stand, you can book a call with 
the Zeal Tax team to find out more. Click HERE to book. 
 
Members can download the guide HERE.  Non Members can download the guide HERE. 
 
We know this will cause some concern for many operators, so we will be hosting an open to all 
Webinar with Matt Jeffery from Zeal to explain what this means for your 2025/26 tax return, and 
to answer questions. 
  
Date: Thursday 8th October 2026 Time: 0930 Location: Zoom  Register HERE.  

 
DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 

1. PASC UK x Zeal - Understanding your 2025/26 Tax Return 
Date: Thursday 8th October  Time: 0930   Location: Zoom 
Register HERE. 
 

2. PASC UK x Bookster - What is a PMS (Property Management System) and how 
can it help me? 
Date: Thursday 8th October Time: 1100 Location: Zoom 
Register HERE. 

 

• 17 September. Cardiff Council Levy Partnership Forum 

• 25 September Consultation Deadline for Welsh Govt Budget 2027-2028,  

• 30 September. Powys Tourism Levy Consultation Closing Date 

• 1 October WRA National Registration Launch 
Training and events: Welsh Revenue Authority | GOV.WALES 

• 2-3 October. Plaid Cymru Conference, Llandudno 

• 4 October – Closing date for GoNorthWales Award nominations 

• 14 October. Consultation Deadline for Rural Proofing.   

• 23 October – 182 day Consultation Closes 

• 24 October. Scale, Barcelona 

• 29 October – Visit Pembrokeshire Awards 

• 19 November – GoNorthWales Award Ceremony, Llandudno 
 

 

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:  

Available here:    https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ 

• 182-day consultation Update Webinar PASC UK Cymru  

 

IN THE MEDIA 
 

https://1ui93.r.bh.d.sendibt3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA6Qs4xydnoxPmM6bZprZA0MaX/jOT8J-5AvUdu
https://1ui93.r.bh.d.sendibt3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA6Qs4xydnoxPmM6bZprZA0MaX/oXConrNHw57z
https://1ui93.r.bh.d.sendibt3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA6Qs4xydnoxPmM6bZprZA0MaX/nCMOysEtBBBu
https://1ui93.r.bh.d.sendibt3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA6Qs4xydnoxPmM6bZprZA0MaX/iyJ3kekCGMVr
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsFVLeeNOERBxAmJvHg6yn/ErKxifZ2P6o2
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsFxgMqnmaX77Qq9J6eqgr/d3IlrdhgWmUH
https://www.gov.wales/welsh-revenue-authority/training-events#186936
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
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BBC Article on the Discount for Business Rates in Wales: Pubs, hotels and gyms in Wales to get 30% 
business rates cut https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c6n9w87ejqn2o  

https://media.service.gov.wales/news/30-percent-business-rates-cut-for-high-street-hospitality-
and-leisure-venues  

 
Daily Post: Conwy Council recommendation to ‘Press Pause’ on the Tourism Levy. 
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/press-pause-wales-tourism-tax-34556607  
 
Business News Wales,  Nicky discusses how the 182 replacement must be right 
Senedd Sources podcast  Alistair Handyside and Nicky Williamson discuss next steps  
 
 
 

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  
 
There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering 
sector. We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more 
funds. There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying 
done on behalf of the sector.  
 
We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and 
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with 
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds 
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.  
 
Membership fees are as follows:  
 

• Single cottage £90 plus VAT  

• 2 – 4 Units £150 plus VAT  

• 5 – 10 Units £235 plus VAT  

• 11 + Units £335 plus VAT  

Members get telephone support and priority email support.  
 
You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit 
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c6n9w87ejqn2o
https://media.service.gov.wales/news/30-percent-business-rates-cut-for-high-street-hospitality-and-leisure-venues
https://media.service.gov.wales/news/30-percent-business-rates-cut-for-high-street-hospitality-and-leisure-venues
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/press-pause-wales-tourism-tax-34556607
https://businessnewswales.com/plaid-cymru-must-get-the-182-day-replacement-right/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/5XRDCOZGAvic3sHYnU4jR2?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
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Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business policies, and if necessary, 

consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on 

a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’. 

 

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social media. There 

appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very few. To that end, any information 

you get from any source should be double checked. We will always try and put the actual link to the information in the 

newsletters so that you can read and assess yourselves.  

 


