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COMMENTARY  
 
The school holidays have come to a close and both Westminster and the Senedd will return and we 
will start to pick up on unfinished business in both. 
 
Most pressing are the Holiday Taxes in England and Wales, 182 review in Wales, and the new Business 
Rates review. 
 
As promised last week the 182 Threshold area of the website has been updated, and has links to a 
draft version of Guidance on how to Respond to the 182 Consultation, and why 105 should be the 
number. We are calling the Guidance on responding to the 182 Consultation ‘draft’ because we are 
looking to get feedback, suggestions, comments, before issuing the file version, we have already 
included some great feedback and the doc on the website is now V2. 
 
We have time, The consultation closes on 23 October. We are not telling anyone what to say, just 
providing examples of what might, or might not be included in responses to the 10 Questions, 
including the free form response areas. 
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• The 182 Webpage is HERE.   
• Draft Consultation Response is HERE.  
• The Why 105 Paper is HERE.  

 
Work on the Holidays taxes and preparing responses to the two Business Rates developments 
continue as does preparations for the looming political party Conference Session. 
 
As the summer ends and we move into autumn, we are seeing an increasing number of questions 
from Members around ‘Winter Lets’, particularly in light of the implementation of the Renters Rights 
Bill. Members have access to a full set of templates to support them with this, and we have prepared 
a help sheet which is available to all, covering what you can and can’t do and things to consider 
before accepting a booking to ensure that you’re protecting your property. You can find more details 
on this below. 
 
We are also preparing a Budget Submission, this needs to be in by next week, and as the team returns 
to full strength, pick up on all the threads of work that need attention. 
 
Please do. Support and sign the VAT’s The Problem campaign below, it takes just a second to do so. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Alistair & the PASC UK Team 

 
POLITICAL UPDATE 

Parliament is back, and the political calendar is about to get busy. With the Budget approaching, party 
conference season around the corner and the new Government beginning to settle in, there will be 
plenty for our team to engage with over the coming months. 

Time to Look Again at VAT? 

An interesting intervention from Cornwall and Devon this week, where tourism businesses have called 
for the Government's Great British Summer Savings VAT reduction to be extended and broadened. 

The temporary scheme cut VAT from 20% to 5% on children's meals and family tickets at attractions 
over the summer. Keith Southwell, Managing Director of Lappa Valley Railway, welcomed the 
principle but argued that a permanent 5% rate for attractions would allow businesses to invest for the 
future. 

Our good friend Tara Stapley, General Manager of the Big Sheep Farm and Theme Park in Bideford, 
reported a slight increase in visitor numbers and backed extending the scheme "100%". Visit Devon's 
Sally Everton went further, calling for a broader and permanent VAT reduction across hospitality. 

The bigger point is an important one. Hospitality confidence has improved following the early 
interventions from the Burnham Government. It demonstrates how quickly tourism and hospitality 
can respond when Government creates the conditions for growth. More of the same, please. 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/pasc-uk-cymru-182-consultation-guidance-for-owners/
•%09https:/www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/pasc-uk-the-case-for-105
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c1l105py51zo
https://www.foodserviceequipmentjournal.com/hospitality-confidence-gets-burnham-bounce/
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Warning Shots from Brussels 

There was also an important development in Europe this week. The European Commission is 
preparing an Affordable Housing Act that could give cities and regions greater legal certainty to 
restrict short-term rentals where there is “evidence" of housing pressure. 

Importantly, short-term rentals account for only around 1.2% of housing across the EU, although 
concentrations are higher in some tourism hotspots.  

We will be watching developments closely. It is another reminder of why good data, statutory 
registration and evidence-led policymaking are so important. Blanket restrictions designed around a 
handful of urban hotspots are not the answer.  

Tourism Tax: Coastal Businesses Fight Back 

The Tourism Levy debate continues, with Scarborough B&B owners warning that allowing some areas 
to tax visitors while neighbouring destinations choose not to risks creating an uneven playing field. 

That is a very real concern. A visitor choosing between Scarborough and Bridlington should not face 
an additional tax simply because they cross a local authority boundary. 

The debate also reinforces two points PASC UK has made consistently - industry must have a genuine 
role in designing any scheme, and money raised must be reinvested into the visitor economy. 

New Shadow Tourism Team 

There has also been a change on the Conservative frontbench, with Nigel Huddleston leaving the 
Shadow Cabinet and Reigate MP Rebecca Paul joining to cover the Culture, Media and Sport brief. 

We are sorry to see Nigel go. He has been an exceptional supporter of our sector and someone with 
whom PASC UK has developed a strong relationship. 

Rebecca was first elected in 2024 and is one of the first Conservative MPs from that intake to reach 
the Shadow Cabinet. We look forward to meeting her, introducing her to the sector and continuing to 
support the Conservative frontbench with evidence and insight wherever we can. 

NEW HELP SHEET: WINTER LETS/LONGER LETS POST RENTERS RIGHTS BILL 
 

https://www.ft.com/content/c4c13303-bc80-41de-81fc-65e9a70791c9?syn-25a6b1a6=1
https://www.ft.com/content/c4c13303-bc80-41de-81fc-65e9a70791c9?syn-25a6b1a6=1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c5ymkm404jxo
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We know many Owners use longer bookings, often called Winter Lets, to help fill the quieter months. 

The Renters’ Rights changes mean you need to be very careful about how you do this. 

Get it wrong and what you thought was a longer holiday booking could leave you with a very different 
legal relationship with the guest. 

So, working with our legal team at Stephens Scown LLP, we have produced a new PASC UK Help Sheet 
for Owners considering bookings of up to six months. 

The Help Sheet explains: 

• What you can do. 
• What you absolutely cannot do. 
• The questions you should ask before accepting a longer booking. 
• The checks and practical issues you should consider before saying yes. 

This is particularly relevant if you have traditionally taken Winter Lets or are considering longer 
bookings to help occupancy outside the main season. 

MEMBERS GET THE FULL LEGAL TOOLKIT 

The Help Sheet is only part of the support. PASC UK Members also have access to a full set of legal 
templates prepared by Stephens Scown LLP to help Owners accept these types of bookings correctly. 

These come with explanatory notes to help you understand what the documents are for and how 
they should be used. We have also recorded a video session with the legal team at Stephens Scown 
LLP. 

They explain how to use the documents, highlight the pitfalls Owners need to be aware of and answer 
FAQs raised by other PASC UK Members. 

If you are considering a Winter Let or any longer booking, please read the Help Sheet and 
supporting documents before accepting the booking. 
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This is an area where the rules matter and assumptions or bad advice can become very expensive and 
difficult to put right. 

The Help Sheet is available to all. The legal templates, explanatory notes and video are available 
to PASC UK Members. 

As always, individual circumstances differ. Members who have questions about their specific set up 
should contact support@pascuk.co.uk where the team will be able to advise whether the query is 
standard, or requires you to take further advice.  

VAT’S THE PROBLEM, PLEASE SIGN THE PETITION 
 

 
 

The VAT’s the Problem petition has reached an incredible 357000 as of this morning. Please if you 
have not already, sign it, and get as many of your friends and colleagues to sign it too. 
 
A reduction in Hospitality VAT would be a significant boost to all readers of this newsletter, regardless 
of whether you are a VAT charging Business or not. A national lower rate of Vat would boost 
consumer confidence and boost business for us all, just as it did post Covid.  
 
You can sign HERE.  
 
More on the updated page on the website HERE.  

 
BUSINESS RATES REVIEW ANNOUNCEMENT  
 
Last week, HM Treasury announced an independent review of the way pubs and hotels are 
valued for business rates, following significant increases in rateable values at the 2026 
revaluation. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/treasury-to-call-time-on-uncertainty-for-pubs-
and-hotels 
 
The review closes on the 16 October 2026. 
 

mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.vatstheproblem.co.uk/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/vats-the-problem/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/treasury-to-call-time-on-uncertainty-for-pubs-and-hotels
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/treasury-to-call-time-on-uncertainty-for-pubs-and-hotels
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Jerry Schurder will lead the review and report by the end of March 2027, with recommendations 
expected to inform the next revaluation. PASC UK are already part of the HMRC Panel on Pre-List Non 
Domestic Rates discussions. 
 
There is also a parallel Call for Evidence has also to hear directly from landlords, hoteliers and 
business owners. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/valuation-methodology-review-for-pubs-and-
hotels 
 
This also closes on the 16 October 2026. 
 
PASC UK is particularly concerned that self-catering, especially the larger businesses, mostly holiday 
complexes and larger properties that pay Business Rates as they do not benefit from Small Business 
Rates Relief and have already faced significant increases in Business Rates Bills over the last two 
Budgets. 
 
Whilst the Government is beginning to accept just how broken Business Rates is for Hospitality, it is a 
major oversight not to include Professional Self-catering. 
 
PASC UK will be providing affected Members with Guidance on how to respond to both the Review, 
and the Call for Evidence. 

 
INSURANCE TIP – DON’T LEAVE IT TOO LATE TO CLAIM! 
 
Most insurance policies will require you to report claims NOW or within a certain time period. 
 
Incidents to be reported now are those which are, or could be, public liability and employers’ liability 
claims.  The reason for this is that injury claims can be very expensive, and may require urgent 
investigation whilst the circumstances remain clear in the memory of you and any witnesses, and the 
location can be photographed and / or visited by the insurer. 
 
Damage claims, such as buildings and contents, will usually have a time limit. This is so that the damage 
does not becomes worse whilst deterioration sets in, contractors’ costs may increase, and to minimise 
any potential loss of income. 
 
However, there is a fine line on most damage claims as to whether this is attritional damage, and will 
not be financially worthwhile claiming.  Most damage claims will have an excess which will be deducted 
from the claim payment, and if you make a claim (or, even with some insurers hint at a claim) your 
premium will increase. 
 
As an example, escape of water always looks worse immediately after it has happened.  There is always 
an excess of at least £500.00 for escape of water.  Once you have an idea of the cost discuss with your  
Insurance Broker if it is likely to be financially sensible to claim – the so-called ‘cost to claim’.  This takes 
into account your excess and the likely increase in premium at next renewal. 
 
All claims should be reported to your Insurance Broker so that you can receive immediate advice.  The 
usual questions are ‘when’, ‘where’ and ‘may we have photographs’?  For certain types of loss of income 
claim it is necessary to report the circumstances to the Local Authority; your Insurance Broker, being 
familiar with the policy wording, will let you know. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/valuation-methodology-review-for-pubs-and-hotels
https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/valuation-methodology-review-for-pubs-and-hotels
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Clearly, with a catastrophe there is no question as to a claim being made and, providing it is covered 
under the policy, your Insurance Broker will report the claim on your behalf.  It’s what we do all day, 
every day. 
 
Some insurers are more generous than others with late reported claims.  If there is a good reason for 
the delay explain why.  Your Insurance Broker is there to help you, but what they do not know about 
they cannot assist. 
 
David J Morris ACII 
Chartered Insurance Broker 
J L Morris (Insurance Brokers) Limited 
 
01202 642840 / info@jlmorris.co.uk / www.selfcateringinsurance.co.uk  

 
PASC UK WEBINAR PROGRAME FOR 2026 
 
Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at: 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/  Members only recordings are in the Members area.  
 

We will be announcing a new selection of Webinars shortly for after the summer holidays! 

 
PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND IMPORTANT MEETINGS AHEAD  
 
PASC UK will be present at the following events:  

• 5 September. Reform Conference 
• 10 September: Prosper UK Tourism Roundtable, Exeter 
• 11 September: Tourism Tax Summit, Newquay 
• 14 September. Host Planet Nottinghamshire 
• 16 September. PASC UK Members Meeting – Isle of Wight – BEING RESCHEDULED  
• 19 September. Liberal Democrats Conference 
• 22 September. Tourism Alliance Council Meeting 
• 27 September. Labour Conference 
• 27 September: Coastal Parliamentary Labour Party Reception, Liverpool 
• 2 October. Plaid Conference 
• 4 October. Conservative Party Conference 
• 20 October: UK Hospitality Parliamentary Reception 
• 24 October. Scale Barcelona 
• 29 October: Croeso Awards 
• 11 November. PASC UK Members Meeting – Cotswolds 
• 1 December. Tourism Alliance Council Meeting 

 
SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  
 
There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering sector. 
We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more funds. 

mailto:info@jlmorris.co.uk
http://www.selfcateringinsurance.co.uk/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
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There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying done on 
behalf of the sector.  
 
We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and 
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with 
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds 
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.  
 
Membership fees are as follows:  
 

• Single cottage £90 plus VAT  

• 2 – 4 Units £150 plus VAT  

• 5 – 10 Units £235 plus VAT  

• 11 + Units £335 plus VAT  

 
Members get telephone support and priority email support.  
 
You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit 
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  
 
Wishing every one of you all the best. 
 
Best regards 
 
Alistair Handyside MBE 
Executive Chair 
The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK 
www.pascuk.co.uk 
support@pascuk.co.uk 

 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
The content of this newsletter does not constitute legal advice. PASC UK are not legally qualified and make no 
representation or warranty of any kind regarding the completeness, accuracy, adequacy, availability, validity, reliability 
and suitability of the information contained herein. Any reliance you place on such material is therefore strictly at your own 
risk and PASC UK will not be liable for any losses/damages you suffer as a result of your reliance. 
 
If you wish to unsubscribe, please respond saying ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. Thanks  
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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