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COMMENTARY  
 
Conference Season is underway, with the Team attending the Reform Conference in Birmingham. 
Reform have taken a strong position in the Senedd, as the second largest party, so are important to 
our work there, and have been active supporters of a reduction in the 182 threshold and are against 
Visitor Levies. The team had a series of positive meetings, and more information is available in the 
Political Update below. 
 
The next Party Conference is the Liberal Democrats in Brighton, and we will be there on the 20th and 
21st September. 
 
Lots going on the Political front already this week, which could impact our sector, the announcement 
that the Government feels that it knows best and that Consultations may be a thing of the past, are 
pretty chilling. They simply don’t always know best, and the purpose of Consultations is to allow all 
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interested parties to have their say and to provide evidence to support their positions, whatever they 
may be. 
 
Without Consultations we would not have stopped the EPC C regime for self-catering, The 
Department for Net Zero actually state in their conclusions that it was the evidence provided by PASC 
UK that led them to that decision.  
 
We will have to see where this leads in reality, especially straight after that announcement proposed 
changes to Local Councils were halted in the light of new legal advice. 
 
We suspect our Political Updates will have more to say on all this, and the possible impacts on our 
sector over coming weeks.  
 
The debates around Tourism Levy continue, with PASC UK attending various meetings on the subject.  
 
Opposition to the tax and support for the tax fall pretty neatly into two camps, those who will have to 
bear the administration, and have to try to find a way to bear the additional costs, and are unsure 
that they would receive any direct or indirect benefits from it, and those that are not going to have to 
levy or administrate it, and just be in the queue for an additional funding pot. 
 
This is why we have to keep pushing for any Local Authority considering introducing one, must do a 
diligent economic impact assessment, not just a list of ‘yes or no’ questions, along the lines of ‘would 
you like the bins emptied more often?’ and ‘would you like the toilets open for longer each year’. 
 
Please can readers send in any local reports on Local Tourist Tax plans to us so we can follow up and 
we will highlight some proposals next week. Send to support@pascuk.co.uk and put Holiday Tax in 
the Subject Line. 
 
You can find out more about the challenges of the Holiday Tax on the updated page HERE.  
 
If you are in Cornwall, we are putting out a last call to attend a free Tourism Tax Summit in Newquay 
on Friday. Details below. 
 
PASC UK submitted our formal representation to HM Treasury ahead of the Autumn Budget on 28 
October. The submission sets out five priorities - protecting the visitor economy in the design of any 
Overnight Visitor Levy, retaining the 70-night business rates threshold, examining a reduced VAT rate 
for tourism and hospitality, ensuring domestic tourism is properly recognised in Government's 
economic appraisal, and reducing the administrative burden on tourism SMEs through a "tell 
Government once" approach to regulation. The submission draws on our 2025 Form & Value Report 
and member survey data, and continues our constructive, ongoing engagement with Treasury 
officials. You can find it HERE. 
 
The Welsh website pages have been updated to reflect recent developments on the Levy and 182, 
and they can be viewed HERE.  
 
Many thanks, 
 
Alistair & the PASC UK Team 

 

mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/stop-the-holiday-tax/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/representation-in-wales/
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POLITICAL UPDATE 

Parliament is back, party conference season is under way and the new Government is wasting little 
time. Alongside our first conference outing of the autumn, we have had important announcements on 
the Overnight Visitor Levy, statutory registration and even how Government intends to consult 
businesses in future. There is quite a lot moving at once. 

PASC UK at Reform Conference 

Last week the PASC UK team headed to Birmingham for Reform UK Conference, with particularly 
productive engagement with the party’s growing Welsh operation. 

We spoke with Members of the Senedd and Welsh representatives including Laura Anne Jones, Sarah 
Cooper-Lessard, Jason O’Connell, Andrew Griffin, Helen Jenner, Sarah Edwards, Gareth Beer, Tom 
Montgomery, Dan Thomas, Louise Emery and Iain MacIntosh. 

The 182-day threshold and Visitor Levy dominated discussions. There was broad support for bringing 
the threshold down substantially and a clear recognition that Welsh tourism businesses have been 
through a difficult few years. Laura Anne Jones was particularly keen to work with us around rural 
proofing, while several representatives were interested in meeting operators directly as we build the 
case for a genuine reset for Welsh tourism. 

We also caught up with colleagues across the wider industry, including the TaxPayers’ Alliance, 
Propertymark, Airbnb and UKHospitality. 

In England, we briefly met Sarah Pochin MP. We were also encouraged by the existing opposition of 
the Mayor of Greater Lincolnshire to introducing a local levy. We hope others follow suit. 

Tourism Levy Gets a Date 

Meanwhile, the Prime Minister has put a date on the Overnight Visitor Levy. In his statement to 
Parliament, he confirmed that new fiscal devolution powers will include the ability to introduce a levy, 
with implementation expected towards the end of the 2027/28 financial year. 

That gives us a clearer window and time to keep making the case. Our position remains that this is the 
wrong tax at the wrong time. At an absolute minimum, Government must properly assess its 
economic impact, protect competitiveness and ensure any money raised goes back into the visitor 
economy. 

Statutory Registration by March 

We also finally have something approaching a firm deadline for statutory registration. 

At DCMS questions, Joe Powell MP raised problems with rogue short-term lets in London and asked 
when councils would finally have the information needed to enforce existing rules. 

Culture Secretary Lisa Nandy confirmed that the Prime Minister had asked her to accelerate the work 
and said the national register would be “up and running in full by March”. 

Government Changes How It Consults 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2026-09-03/debates/0F50AE3A-C888-428D-A10E-5768BC8CC9CF/a#contribution-E57F12CF-14E4-41A8-84C1-D3248D455285%23:~:text=register
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Finally, Government has announced a significant shift towards faster decision-making and fewer 
formal consultations. 

For organisations like PASC UK, the message is pretty clear. We cannot simply wait for a consultation 
document to land and submit twenty pages three months later. Increasingly, policy will be shaped 
through direct engagement with ministers and officials before proposals become public. 

Fortunately, that is exactly where we have been investing our time. Whether on the levy, business 
rates, VAT or wider regulation, making sure the professional self-catering sector is in the room early 
has just become even more important. 

As ever, we will keep knocking on the doors. 

STATUTORY REGISTRATION (ENGLAND) UPDATE 
 
On Thursday 3rd September, Lisa Nandy MP, Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, 
answered a question during Parliamentary Questions on the enforcement of the 90 Day Rule in 
London with an update on Statutory Registration in England – she said that it would be “up and 
running in full by March”.  
 

There are still a lot of questions for Owners and Operators that don’t have answers – the PASC UK 
team has a date in the diary to meet with the team at DCMS in 2 weeks time where we will seek 
answers to as many of these as possible. 
 
For the time being, don’t panic – we’ll keep you updated every step of the way as more detail 
becomes clear, and will provide help sheets, online meetings, and Members will be able to ask for 
advice and support from our team via email and phone.  
 
The bottom line is, all eyes on March 2027! 

 
NEW MEMBERS PAPER: WHAT DO YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT HAMPERS IN 
HOLIDAY LETS? 
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A welcome hamper can be a really lovely addition to your Guests experience, and a great way to show 
case local suppliers and producers. But there are rules to think about, and some of them are easily 
missed. 

We have produced a new PASC UK Members Paper: Hampers in Holiday Lets - What You Need to 
Know. 

One of the biggest questions we see is on alcohol. If you put a complimentary bottle of wine in the 
property, is it really "free", or could it be regarded as being supplied as part of the price paid for the 
accommodation? That distinction matters when considering alcohol licensing. 

Then there are allergies. Natasha's Law changed the requirements around allergen labelling for 
certain foods that are prepacked for direct sale, and owners need to understand when those rules 
may come into play. 

The new paper covers: 

• Alcohol and when licensing needs to be considered. 
• Why "complimentary" does not necessarily mean "free". 
• Natasha's Law and allergen considerations. 
• Suggestions for lower-risk hamper items. 
• Things to think about when using homemade or locally produced food. 
• A practical checklist for you or your cleaning team to use each time you put a hamper out. 

None of this means you need to stop providing a welcome hamper, it does mean you should know 
what you are putting in it, where it came from and what information your guests may need. 

A little thought at changeover can avoid a much bigger headache later. 

Members can download the new Hampers in Holiday Lets Paper from the PASC UK Members Area 
HERE. 

VAT’S THE PROBLEM UPDATE 
 
The petition has now reached 365,000. So once again, if you haven’t signed it, please do, it would 
generate a great boost to all of hospitality. 
 
You can sign the petition HERE.  
 
We have also created a free downloadable poster that you can place in your digital guides, guest 
books, reception areas and notice boards. 
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/your-membership-account/account/member-reports/
https://www.vatstheproblem.co.uk/
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It has a QR code included to make it easy for our guest to participate, after all they would be real 
beneficiaries of such a reduction. 
 
You can download free copies HERE.  

 
SHORT TERM RENTAL TECH NEWSLETTER WORTH READING 
 

 
 
We spotted this Newsletter from our long-time colleague Richard Vaughton of Yes! Consulting.  
 
It covers some of the recent significant changes that are taking place across the sector, including 
Airbnb’s recent announcement of a reduced commission for ‘direct bookings’ as well as tracking 
booking trends. 
 
Grab a cup of tea or coffee and give it a read, it’s concise and to the point. You can read it HERE.  

 
SCALE FEST TICKETS & DISCOUNT CODE 
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/vats-the-problem/
https://yesconsulting.substack.com/p/str-intelligence-briefing-september
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Alistair will be at SCALE Fest in Barcelona on 24 & 25th October, and Damian, Louise and the team at 
SCALE have kindly provided a discount code for tickets for PASC UK.  

Taking place on 24–25 October at the World Trade Center Barcelona, SCALE Fest isn't your typical 
industry conference. 

It's part conference, part festival with expert-led sessions and workshops alongside festival-style 
experiences: music, wellness, food trucks and plenty of time and space in the agenda to meet 
professional property managers from across Europe and around the world. 

And at a time when we are facing some of the toughest regulatory challenges, SCALE Fest is also an 
opportunity to look beyond our own borders and learn from what is happening elsewhere. 

Alistair will be speaking on The Global Regulation Panel, alongside colleagues from across Europe.  

How are other destinations around the world navigating short-term rental regulation? 

Come and hear directly from short-term rental associations and property managers from different 
countries as they share what is happening in their markets, what's working, where the challenges 
remain and what the future could look like. 

Different countries. Different regulations. Different approaches. 

A rare opportunity to look beyond our own market and hear first-hand how the same challenges are 
being tackled around the world. 

Find out more HERE and use the code PASCUK to get a 25% discount on tickets! 

FINAL CALL FOR CORNWALL TORUIST TAX SUMMIT 
 

https://fest.scale-rentals.com/event/scale-fest-2026/
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The Cornwall Chamber of Commerce have pulled together a Visitor Levy Summit to discuss the pros 
and cons of the Overnight Visitor Levy (Holiday Tax). 
 
It’s free to attend and whilst we know Friday afternoon is sub-optimal for our sector, it’s important to 
try and get as many from our sector in the room. 
 
To get some background on Holidays Taxes, visit our page HERE.  
 
Event details: 
 

The Atlantic Hotel, Newquay 
Friday 11 September, from 1400-1700 
You can sign up here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/visitor-levy-summit-2026-tickets-
1996990426122 
 

PASC UK will be speaking at this meeting.  
 
There will be meetings like this beginning to take place all over England, we may not be able to attend 
all, but we can provide evidence and data to be presented at meetings like this.  
 
Please, if you have any information about any meetings, or positions being taken, or comments by 
Local Authorities, please send them through to support@pascuk.co.uk putting Holiday Tax in the 
Subject line. Thanks. 

 
PASC UK WEBINAR PROGRAME FOR 2026 
 
Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at: 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/  Members only recordings are in the Members area.  
 

We will be announcing a new selection of Webinars shortly for after the summer holidays! 

 
PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND IMPORTANT MEETINGS AHEAD  
 
PASC UK will be present at the following events:  

 
• 10 September: Prosper UK Tourism Roundtable, Exeter 
• 11 September: Tourism Tax Summit, Newquay 
• 14 September. Host Planet Nottinghamshire 
• 16 September. PASC UK Members Meeting – Isle of Wight – BEING RESCHEDULED  
• 19 September. Liberal Democrats Conference 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/stop-the-holiday-tax/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/visitor-levy-summit-2026-tickets-1996990426122
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/visitor-levy-summit-2026-tickets-1996990426122
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
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• 22 September. Tourism Alliance Council Meeting 
• 23 September. PASC UK, SuperControl & KeyData – Connecting the Cotswolds – Agency & 

Property Manager Event 
• 27 September. Labour Conference 
• 27 September: Coastal Parliamentary Labour Party Reception, Liverpool 
• 2 October. Plaid Conference 
• 4 October. Conservative Party Conference 
• 19 October. Family Holiday Charity Parliamentary Reception 
• 20 October: UK Hospitality Parliamentary Reception 
• 24 October. Scale Barcelona 
• 29 October: Croeso Awards 
• 11 November. PASC UK Members Meeting – Cotswolds 
• 1 December. Tourism Alliance Council Meeting 

 
SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  
 
There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering sector. 
We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more funds. 
There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying done on 
behalf of the sector.  
 
We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and 
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with 
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds 
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.  
 
Membership fees are as follows:  
 

• Single cottage £90 plus VAT  

• 2 – 4 Units £150 plus VAT  

• 5 – 10 Units £235 plus VAT  

• 11 + Units £335 plus VAT  

 
Members get telephone support and priority email support.  
 
You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit 
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  
 
Wishing every one of you all the best. 
 
Best regards 
 
Alistair Handyside MBE 
Executive Chair 
The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK 
www.pascuk.co.uk 
support@pascuk.co.uk 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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DISCLAIMER 
 
The content of this newsletter does not constitute legal advice. PASC UK are not legally qualified and make no 
representation or warranty of any kind regarding the completeness, accuracy, adequacy, availability, validity, reliability 
and suitability of the information contained herein. Any reliance you place on such material is therefore strictly at your own 
risk and PASC UK will not be liable for any losses/damages you suffer as a result of your reliance. 
 
If you wish to unsubscribe, please respond saying ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. Thanks  
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