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COMMENTARY

I’m going to start with highlighting the win, because we don’t get to do that often enough! A week
on from the North Wales Visitor Levy decisions, it is important to stop and recognise the importance
of this. These decisions are significant. Three councils listened to the evidence and, for now at least,
none are moving forward, meaning out of 22 Welsh Local Authorities, only Cardiff is moving
forward. That is significant and reflects much of what the sector has been telling Welsh
Government from the start.

The Levy hasn’t disappeared and | have no doubt we will be talking about it again, but sometimes

we need to stop racing on to the next battle and recognise when the sector has made a difference.
A huge thank you again to everyone who responded to those consultations and helped us provide
the evidence.

The BBC also picked up the story and you can watch PASC UK Cymru’s Nicky Williamson talking to
the BBC News Wales HERE.


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cm4glxn32zypo

Today registration opens, after years in the making. The activity around this will ramp up over the
next weeks and months with lots planned including a roadshow early next year. The deadline is
March, so we have time.

The 182 Consultation is heading rapidly towards its closing date (23 October). Much of our work
until now, has been understanding and gaining feedback from you, no further clarity on thecdetail
on exemptions is going to be forthcoming so now we are taking off the brakes and saying GO GO
GO

Version 3 of the 182 Consultation Response Guidance is now available after incorporating further
feedback from Members and Readers and can be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2/

The countdown is on — make sure that your voice is heard for a policy that works for ALL of the
sector, for ALL of Wales. With last weeks Levy consultation results, we know just how important
strong levels of responses are!

Two in person Meetings are being held in Wales as part of the countdown to the 23" October.
Please register for the in-person meetings on 13 and 14 October. It is such a crucial time for our
sector, so we are extending the invitation to non-members this time. There is a lot to talk about, but
also a real opportunity to get people together while there is still time to influence the 182

consultation.

PASC UK Cymru are at the Plaid Cymru conference this weekend a full report will follow in next
week’s newsletter.

PASC UK has also been out at the UK Liberal Democrat conference followed by the Labour
conference last week and heading off to the Conservative conference this weekend. These are
covered in more detail in the General Newsletter.

So perhaps the message this week is simply this: speaking up works.

Now we need to do it again and get 182 down ... significantly.

Have a great week all.

Kind regards

Nicky and the PASC team
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

1. Register for the PASC UK Cymru in-person meetings


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2/
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk

13 October — Wolfscastle Country Hotel, Wolf’s Castle, Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire, SA62
5LZ,: REGISTER HERE
14 October — Plas Menai National Outdoor Centre, Caernarfon, LL55 1UE: REGISTER HERE
2. Start submitting your responses to the 182 Day consultation
Version 3 of the guidance notes are published so please GO GO GO —it’s free for all to
download!
3. Enter the GoNorthWales Awards — closing date 4 October
https://gonorthwalestourismawards.website/

WALES IN PERSON MEETINGS — 13 & 14 OCTOBER - SIGN UP NOW

PASC UK is holding two free in-person meetings and anyone involved in self-catering and short-term
accommodation across Wales is welcome:

These are free events for owners, operators, agencies and property managers across Wales

When we meet, there will be just a week and a half left to respond to the Welsh Government’s 182-
day consultation, so now is the time for our sector to come together.

The PASC UK team has been meeting with MSs and Welsh Government officials throughout the 182-
day debate. We will share what we have learned and, most importantly, help you formulate your
own response to the 182 consultation before the deadline.

We will also bring you up to speed on the other major changes coming down the track in Wales and
provide helpful insight, including:
e 182-day consultation - what we are hearing and how to make your response count.
o Registration - the latest position and what operators need to know.
e Visitor Levy - where things stand and what comes next.
e Local booking data - localised booking data so that you can see how your calendars and
rates compare.
o Capital Allowances - make sure you have identified and claimed the allowances linked to
your property before the January 2027 deadline.

There will also be time to ask questions, talk directly with the PASC UK team and meet fellow
owners and operators.

The event is completely FREE to attend but we do need to know you are coming so please register.
A huge thank you to SuperControl and Zeal Tax for supporting the event and enabling us to offer
tickets free of charge. Their support means we can open the doors to as many Welsh self-catering
businesses as possible, whether you are a PASC UK member or not.

Links to book free tickets are:

13 October — South: REGISTER HERE Wolfscastle Country Hotel, Haverfordwest, SA62 5LZ,

14 October — North: REGISTER HERE Plas Menai National Outdoor Centre, Caernarfon LL55 1UE
Both events run from 09.30am to 1.30pm.



https://buytickets.at/pascuk/2447775
https://buytickets.at/pascuk/2447716
https://gonorthwalestourismawards.website/
https://buytickets.at/pascuk/2447775
https://buytickets.at/pascuk/2447716

This is a chance to meet other operators in the same boat, compare experiences and get the latest
information on the issues affecting your business.

Members and non-members welcome.

182 DAY CONSULTATION - GO GO GO ON SUMBITTING YOUR
RESPONSES!

LET'S GET
ITDOWN

Those of you reading the newsletter, and who have attended or watched back our webinars and
Members meetings will know that we were saying to hold back on responding to the Consultation
until we had met with a wide range of MSes, pushed them for clarity on some of the nuances, and
updated our guidance to reflect that.

We have today published V3 of the Guidance and are saying “GO GO GO” with responding!

Anyone can respond — owners, their family members, neighbours, friends, trades that help you
run your business smoothly, local pubs, cafes, restaurants, farm shops, deli’s etc that you
recommend to your guests — the most important thing is that we respond, and that we respond in
great numbers — last weeks news on the North Wales Visitor Levy should galvanise us all!

Our guidance notes are there to help and support you and help you with the ambiguous nature of
some of the questions — they are a guide — PLEASE include information and experiences from your
own perspective in the free text boxes — your personal experiences are vital.

You can respond online HERE

The 182-day page on the PASC UK Website is where you will find all the most up to date documents.
You can link directly to this website page HERE — V3 IS NOW LIVE AND THIS IS THE VERSION IS THE
FINAL WORKING VERSION FOR OWNERS TO USE TO HELP THEM RESPOND - Both the version for
Operators and the version for businesses connected to the sector can be downloaded here.

The website includes:
e 182-day webpage, bringing the latest information together.
o Draft Consultation Guidance for owners V2, with examples of points owners may wish to
consider when answering the 10 questions. We are not telling anyone what to say.
e Consultation Guidance for Employees, Contractors and Suppliers.
e “The Case for 105", setting out why we believe 105 days is the right threshold.


https://www.gov.wales/node/77548/respond-online
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/182-2

As always, if you have any questions, can’t find what you’re looking for, or need help or advice on
responding, please email support@pascuk.co.uk

The deadline in 23" October 2026 — please don’t miss out on your chance to have your say on 182
in Wales — we need the outcome to be a policy that works for ALL of the sector, for ALL of Wales.

STATUTORY REGISTRATION GOES LIVE TODAY

Registration for visitor accommodation in Wales opens today - 1 October

Accommodation providers in Wales must register with the WRA by 31 March 2027.
Registration is free.

Whether you rent out a spare room or run accommodation year-round, you'll need to register.
Registration opens at 10am on 1 October. There is plenty of time to complete registration and
there will be live sessions starting in January.

What you'll need
You'll need to sign in using GOV.UK One Login.

You will need to provide:
e contact details, such as:
o name, address, phone number, date of birth, email
e address of the accommodation
e name of accommodation (if applicable)
e types of accommodation you offer
e when your accommodation is usually open for bookings
e number of rooms or bookable units
e how many people can stay
and if applicable:
e trading name (if applicable)
e company or charity number (if applicable)

Registration is open until March 2027 so there is plenty of time.

Find the latest PASC guidance on the PASC UK webpage and download the PASC UK Cymru FAQ
sheet. Members HERE / Non Members HERE.

Find the latest WRA guidance and register on WRA website.

VISITOR LEVY UPDATE

Anglesey, Gwynedd and Conwy Tourism Levy Local Consultations

Last week we reported that all three Local Authorities in North Wales have deferred their decisions
to implement the Tourism Levy at the current time.

A week on, this remains a really positive result for tourism in North Wales. Anglesey and Conwy
have deferred the Visitor Levy, while Gwynedd is taking more time to consider the strength of its


mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://signin.account.gov.uk/sign-in-or-create
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/statutory-registration-wales/
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfwMGwe5nEsj6rBDvaM5FhJ/XdlL9ODMEVnk
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfyFGT9Olo7B9DV25wqrzdp/Lbi8jyI2_Fpp
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.gov.wales%2Fget-ready-register-your-visitor-accommodation-wales%3Futm_content=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_name=%26utm_source=govdelivery%26utm_term=/1/010001a0f1dcb812-5cbfa9bc-5ea2-413d-aade-1b554640fb2e-000000/nCZjhfBPlsfXsGdX-yVfSEJE_fV7102XUk_0GADRQbY=452

consultation response. Anglesey also agreed to write to Welsh Government seeking amendments
to the scheme as it is currently presented.

The Levy hasn’t gone away and these decisions can be revisited, so we cannot be complacent. But
for now, this is an important win for tourism businesses across North Wales — and a huge thank
you to everyone who responded, shared evidence and made their voice heard.

As it stands Cardiff is the only Council of the 22 in Wales to have moved forward towards
implementation (See below). Even after consultation Local Authorities are obliged to give one
year’s notice so this pushes any potential implementation out to at least April 2028 or beyond.

| don’t think the strength of feeling highlighted in these consultations, particularly from businesses
and visitors, can be underestimated.

Speaking to the BBC, PASC UK Cymru’s Nicky Williamson welcomed the decisions as “a victory for
common sense and for listening to the evidence”.

Visitor Levy is Here for Cardiff

Those of you letting properties in Cardiff you must start accounting for Visitor Levy now. From 28
September, Visitor Levy applies to new bookings and changes to existing bookings for stays from 1
April 2027.

The WRA have prepared a checklist to cover the key Visitor Levy tasks for accommodation providers
in Cardiff. Use our checklist to make sure you are ready.

WELSH GOVERNMENT DRAFT BUDGET CONSULTATION 2027-2028

Welsh Government are asking for input on their 2027-2028 Budget, and PASC UK Cymru have
submitted our consultation response.

The spirit of our response is simple. Our sector is a driver for the Welsh economy and should be
recognised as such. For communities to thrive, people need jobs and viable local businesses.
Tourism brings private money into rural and coastal communities and supports far more than
accommodation, including pubs, shops, attractions and local suppliers.

Our ask is for Welsh Government to look at the cumulative impact of the many interventions now
hitting our sector, resolve the 182-day rule once and for all, and use better data before adding
further costs or regulation.

We are not asking Government to fund our businesses. We are asking for the conditions and
confidence to invest our own money, create jobs and generate more economic value for Wales.

You can read the full consultation here:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation responses/

HOSTPLANET PODCAST ON THE 182 CONSULTATION


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cm4glxn32zypo
https://www.gov.wales/visitor-levy-checklist-accommodation-providers-cardiff
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/

In this episode of the Host Planet Podcast — powered by Lodgify — James Varley sits down with Nicky
Williamson of PASC UK to unpack the 182-day threshold for self-catering properties in Wales: why
it's crippling businesses, why the Welsh Government has launched a 12-week consultation, what
the right level should be, and how proposed exemptions could create big winners and big losers.

If you operate in Wales, this is your chance to be heard. We cover exactly what owners need to do —
and how to respond to the consultation before it closes.

Listen now:
e Host Planet website
e Spotify
e Apple Podcasts
e YouTube

at checkout. The link is in th show
notes. Uh, okay then, { b

FREE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE TRAINING FOR TOURISM BUSINESSES

Tourism Al workshops — new dates and locations added!

What if one FREE workshop could help you get 14 times more Al referrals and 64% more website
traffic? That’s exactly what previous attendees have achieved.

Learn how Al can help strengthen your marketing and save valuable time, all through practical,
hands-on activities you can start using straight away.

= 19 October — Rhayader

= 3 November — Fishguard

*= 4 November —Swansea

= 10 November — Machynlleth
= 18 November — Cardiff

= 23 November — Criccieth

= 24 November — Llangollen

Book your place now: https://industry.visitwales.com/.../ai-made-practical...

DATES FOR THE DIARY

1. PASC UK x Zeal - Understanding your 2025/26 Tax Return
Date: Thursday 8t October Time: 0930 Location: Zoom
Register HERE.


https://vbgbwp.clicks.mlsend.com/tl/c/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjU0MjE2NyxcImxcIjoxOTg5MjY2NDgwMDI3NDE2MzgsXCJyXCI6MTk4OTI2NjcxNzkyODM0MTUxfSIsInMiOiI5ZWUxMjgzOGUwZjY1NzdjIn0
https://vbgbwp.clicks.mlsend.com/tl/c/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjU0MjE2NyxcImxcIjoxOTg5MjY2NDgwMTMyMjc0NTAsXCJyXCI6MTk4OTI2NjcxNzkyODM0MTUxfSIsInMiOiJkOTY3YzdhNWZjMTQzNjE4In0
https://vbgbwp.clicks.mlsend.com/tl/c/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjU0MjE2NyxcImxcIjoxOTg5MjY2NDgwMjE2MTYwNjAsXCJyXCI6MTk4OTI2NjcxNzkyODM0MTUxfSIsInMiOiIxYjAyYzAyNWRlNTIwODgwIn0
https://vbgbwp.clicks.mlsend.com/tl/c/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjU0MjE2NyxcImxcIjoxOTg5MjY2NDgwMjE2MTYwNjAsXCJyXCI6MTk4OTI2NjcxNzkyODM0MTUxfSIsInMiOiIxYjAyYzAyNWRlNTIwODgwIn0
https://vbgbwp.clicks.mlsend.com/tl/c/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjU0MjE2NyxcImxcIjoxOTg5MjY2NDgwMjg5NTYwOTQsXCJyXCI6MTk4OTI2NjcxNzkyODM0MTUxfSIsInMiOiI1ZjYzNzljMjM4NjlhZmRhIn0
https://vbgbwp.clicks.mlsend.com/tl/c/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjU0MjE2NyxcImxcIjoxOTg5MjY2NDgwMzczNDQ3MDQsXCJyXCI6MTk4OTI2NjcxNzkyODM0MTUxfSIsInMiOiI1ODFjNGVjZjA2N2NjMThmIn0
https://vbgbwp.clicks.mlsend.com/tl/c/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjU0MjE2NyxcImxcIjoxOTg5MjY2NDgwNDU3MzMzMTMsXCJyXCI6MTk4OTI2NjcxNzkyODM0MTUxfSIsInMiOiJhZGE1NjYzNzliNTkzYmJlIn0
https://vbgbwp.clicks.mlsend.com/tl/c/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjU0MjE2NyxcImxcIjoxOTg5MjY2NDgwNTQxMjE5NTEsXCJyXCI6MTk4OTI2NjcxNzkyODM0MTUxfSIsInMiOiI5MzZkZmQxMjllZjdlODc1In0
https://vbgbwp.clicks.mlsend.com/tl/c/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjU0MjE2NyxcImxcIjoxOTg5MjY2NDgwODc2NzYzODYsXCJyXCI6MTk4OTI2NjcxNzkyODM0MTUxfSIsInMiOiJmNjk2YmJjZjk2ZDIxZWM3In0
https://industry.visitwales.com/get-involved/industry-engagement-events/ai-made-practical-free-hands-workshop?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgVicmlkETFFaWtwZFE0VkcyTVZScUdpc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHiiCfOyF8hC_OBqZ2LvNNGyctkzx_yoXTcRYNwd-g4KiW9XqaSQlXb_U64T-_aem_dG6_gBYdUj9nI1CQLLfNLw
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsFVLeeNOERBxAmJvHg6yn/ErKxifZ2P6o2

2. PASC UK x Bookster - What is a PMS (Property Management System) and how

can it help me?
Date: Thursday 8" October Time: 1100  Location: Zoom
Register HERE.

e 30 September. Powys Tourism Levy Consultation Closing Date
e 1 October WRA National Registration Launch
Training and events: Welsh Revenue Authority | GOV.WALES
e 2-3 October. Plaid Cymru Conference, Llandudno
e 4 October — Closing date for GoNorthWales Award nominations
e 13 October — Wolfscastle Country Hotel - IN-PERSON MEETING
e 14 October — Plas Menai National Outdoor Education Centre - IN-PERSON MEETING
e 14 October. Consultation Deadline for Rural Proofing.
e 23 October — 182 day Consultation Closes
e 24 October. Scale, Barcelona
e 29 October — Visit Pembrokeshire Awards
e 19 November — GoNorthWales Award Ceremony, Llandudno

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

® 182-day consultation Update Webinar PASC UK Cymru

IN THE MEDIA

Tourism Levy North Wales:

BBC Wales News: Speaking to the BBC Wales News, PASC UK Cymru’s Nicky Williamson welcomed
the decisions as “a victory for common sense and for listening to the evidence”.

Business News Wales: https://businessnewswales.com/victory-for-common-sense-as-north-
wales-councils-step-back-from-visitor-levy/

Short Term Rentalz: https://shorttermrentalz.com/news/north-wales-councils-visitor-levy/

Wales online: https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/three-welsh-councils-refuse-
bring-34667833

Daily Post: https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/anglesey-council-rejects-plan-
charge-34668495

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK


https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsFxgMqnmaX77Qq9J6eqgr/d3IlrdhgWmUH
https://www.gov.wales/welsh-revenue-authority/training-events#186936
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cm4glxn32zypo
https://businessnewswales.com/victory-for-common-sense-as-north-wales-councils-step-back-from-visitor-levy/
https://businessnewswales.com/victory-for-common-sense-as-north-wales-councils-step-back-from-visitor-levy/
https://shorttermrentalz.com/news/north-wales-councils-visitor-levy/
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/three-welsh-councils-refuse-bring-34667833
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/three-welsh-councils-refuse-bring-34667833

There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering
sector. We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more
funds. There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying
done on behalf of the sector.

We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.

Membership fees are as follows:

e Single cottage £90 plus VAT
e 2 -4 Units £150 plus VAT

e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT

Members get telephone support and priority email support.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

Cangen Cymru V4§ Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business policies, and if necessary,
consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on
a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social media. There
appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very few. To that end, any information
you get from any source should be double checked. We will always try and put the actual link to the information in the
newsletters so that you can read and assess yourselves.


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

